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. This invention relates to portable picnic equip, 
ment and more particularly to a combined bench. 
and table of the type generally used for picnics, 
Outdoor parties and the like. 
'The primary object of this invention is to pro- 5, 

Wide a bench and table combination for use as 
above mentioned which is light in weight and of 
Such construction as to be collapsible to the der. 
gree that it may be easily carried and readily 
Stored in a small space. 
Another object of my invention is the provision. 

of a portable and collapsible table and bench 
combination which is so constructed as to allow, 
seats integrally extending therefrom to be folded 
Within the peripheral limits of the table top. 
A further object of my invention is the pro 

vision of a collapsible picnic table and bench. 
assembly constructed of materials, such as wood, 
pipe, and tubing to effect a desired economy in 
construction and to provide the lightness of 
weight necessary for good portability. It has been 
found that for Small sizes the outside diameter. 
of standard tubing is substantially equal to the 
inside diameter of standard pipe of the Sarine 
nominal dimension. This fact is used to good 
advantage in the construction of my invention 
as will be hereinafter explained. - 
'Other objects and advantages of my invention 

will become apparent upon consideration of the 
following detailed specification and accompany 
ing drawing wherein there is disclosed a certain, 
preferred embodiment of my invention. 

In the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a table and 

bench assembly constructed according to... the 
principles of my invention, showing the table. 
assembled and ready for use; - 

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the table and 
bench assembly of Figure 1; . . . . . 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the assembly. 
of Figure 1 but showing one of the Seats folded 
underneath the top to provide more convenient 
access to one side of the table; 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the assembly 

() 

40 

of: Figure 1 showing the same collapsed and 45. 
packed for storage; and 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary sectional view of one. 
of the joints between a leg member, and a frame 
member of the assembly, of Figure i. 
In the embodiment of my invention shown in 50 

the various figures of the drawing the table and 
bench assembly comprises in combination a top 
0, seats, legs t2, and a frame, member 3. 
The table top 10 is preferably formed of several 

flatboards laid side to side to form a flat. 55 

6 Claims. (CI. 155-123). 

means. A short length of standard pipe 5 is 

20. 

30. 

2 
rectangular surface. An angle iron 14 or other, 
suitable rigid member is positioned transversely, 
under said boards a near each end, and secured 
thereto, by screws, not shown, or equivalent. 

affixed near each end of each of said anglesi, 
said pipes 5 depending vertically to form sockets. 
to receive legs, 12 to be hereinafter more...fully 
described. A wing nut 6 or other suitable device 
is positioned in said pipe 5 to provide means for 
securing said leg 12 when inserted therein. 
Each of the seats if consists of a flat board d8, 

which is wide enough to provide reasonable com 
fort for a person seated thereon, and approxir. 
mately the same length as the boards T of the top. 
section 0. A stud 8, formed of a short length. 
of standard metal tubing, projects downwardly. 
from the board 8 near each end thereof. Flanges. 
are formed in or secured to the studs 18' at their. 
upper ends, as is shown, for the attachment of 
the studs to the boards d8. - 

In the embodiment shown I have provided four 
leg members, 2 arranged in pairs. Each of Said 
leg members, 2 consists of a J-shaped length of 
standard metal tubing. Secured at its upper end 
by, the socket. 5 is the longer, vertical section 9. 
of said leg member 2. The shorter vertical sec 
tion 2-ispositioned outwardly of saidsection 9. 
and is connected integrally therewith by means 
of a horizontally disposed section 2.0. Said section 
2 is turned inwardly at 22 and a vertical socket 
23 of standard pipe is secured at its inner extrem 
ity to slidably engage the studi 8' depending from 
the board 8. A wing nut 24 is provided in said 
socket 23 as means for retaining said stud 8 in 
engagement therewith. 
Engaging the legs f2 at their lower end is the 

frame member 3 which has as its principal 
element an elongated section of 'standard tubing 
25, said section 25 being of sufficient length to 
span the distance between the pairs of leg Sec 
tions. 2. A short section of tubing 27 is secured 
normally, to section 25 at each end thereof, and 
a short length of standard pipe 28 is secured in 
vertically disposed fashion to each end of each 
of saidsections. 2. As assembled, the four pipe 
sections. 28 are substantially parallel and are 
disposed normally to the plane formed by the 
tubing sections 25 and 27... An annular collar. 26. 
is positioned on the lower portion of the longer 
vertical section 9 of the leg member 2 and 
is secured thereto as means for supporting the 
frame member 3. 

to assemble, my unit, section 9 of each leg 
member 2 is inserted into a pipe section 28 of 

  

  



3 
the framé 3, said frame being retained at the 
proper height by the annular collars 26. The 
pipe sections 5 depending from the table top 
0 are engaged with the tops of sections 9 of 

the legs 2, and the studs 8' depending from 
the seats are inserted into the pipe sections 
23. The seats are then swung into the position 
desired and the wing nuts 6 and 24 are firmly 
tightened to render the assembly a rigid unit, 

For storage and moving, the wing nuts 6 are 
loosened to permit top 10 to be lifted from the 
supporting sections 9. 
loosened to permit the removal of the seats. 
The top and seats are then rested edgewise : 

The legs 2 are 
then folded inwardly against said top and seats 
as is shown in Figure 4. The unit is then flat. 

on sections 27 of the frame 3. 

and compact for easy moving and Storage. 
Particular attention should be paid to the 

fact that when the assembly is collapsed the 
studs (8' of the seats fi may be inserted into 
the pipe section f5 of the top 10. This will. 
assure that the seats are positively positioned 
and secured to guard against damage in transit. 

It should be apparent upon full consideration 
of the description hereinbefore set forth that 
the advantages of my invention are manifold. 
Generally a portable table assembly of this type 
consists of benches, top, and some form of col 
lapsible legs upon which the top is supported. 
This particular-arrangement, while fulfilling the 
general requirements for portability, is usually 
heavy and cumbersome and must be carried 
piece by piece when moved. Furthermore, the 
storage space required is considerable since the 
benches normally are not collapsible. These 
objectionable qualities have been to a great ex 
tent eliminated in my invention. Metal tubing, 
of , which a large portion of my table is con 
structed, is noted for its high strength-weight. 
ratio. Assembly or disassembly requires but a: 
few minutes time and the table assembly may 
be carried as a unit in either condition...: ... 
A further advantage of the table assembly. 

constructed according to the principles of: my 
invention is that either or both seats may be 
bolted within the peripheral limits of the top, 
thus facilitating any operation on or about the 
table which may be necessary or desirable before 
the seats are to be utilized... . . . . . . . 

In view of the preceding disclosure E. claim: . . 
1. A collapsible table assembly comprising in: 

combination a pair of Seats, a top consisting of 
flat boards laid side to side to form a substan 
tially rectangular flat Surface, said boards being. 
held in flat relation by means of members dis-: 
posed transversely thereunder and secured firmly 
thereto near each end thereof, said members 
having vertically disposed pipe sections secured 
thereto, and depending downwardly therefron, 
means on each of said pipe sections to detach 
ably retain an end portion of a tube length, a 
plurality of legs each comprising a bent tubular 
member. having a horizontally disposed section 
forming a base, Vertically disposed sections ex 
tending upwardly from each end of said hori 
Zontal sections to form supporting elements for 
said top and seats, one of said vertical sections 
of each leg having an annular ring secured there 
to near its lower end, and the other vertical 
section of each leg having a horizontally dis 
posed section extending inwardly from its upper. 
end, said inwardly extending Section having a 
vertically disposed socket secured to its inner 
end, said socket having means positioned there 

2,568,623 

O 

4 
on to detachably secure a tube inserted therein, a 
bracing assembly comprising a horizontally dis 
posed longitudinal member having a horizontally 
disposed transverse member secured at each end 
thereof, each end of each of Said transverse 
members having a sleeve secured in a vertically 
disposed position to slidably receive the vertical 
table-supporting sections of the aforementioned 
legs; and each of said seats comprising a wide 
flat board having a downwardly depending stud 
secured to the under side thereof near each end, 

Wing nuts 24 are then said stud being adapted to fit slidably into the 
, sockets, secured to the aforementioned legs. 
... i2. A collapsible table assembly comprising in 
combination a substantially rectangular flat top 
having vertically disposed and downwardly de 

20 
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... pending tubular sections Secured thereunder near 
each end thereof; a plurality of Supporting legs 
each having a horizontal section. With a vertically 
disposed supporting section extending upwardly 
from each end thereof, one of said vertical sec 
tions of each leg having a projection positioned 
near-its lower end, the other vertically disposed 
section of each leg having a horizontally disposed 
section extending inwardly from its upper ex 
tremity, and inwardly disposed section having a 
vertically disposed -tubular Section positioned. 
thereon, and said legs slidably engaging said first 
mentioned tubular sections, a rigid bracing a S 
sembly of tubular construction slidably- fitted. 
over said legs to retain the same in horizontally 
spaced relation, said bracing assembly being Sup 
ported by the aforementioned projections in said 
legs, and a pair of seats each having an elongated: 
flat-surface with vertically disposed and down 
wardly depending tubular sections secured there 
under to slidably engage said second mentioned 
tubular sections. . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . 
33. A collapsible table and bench assembly com 

prising in combination a tape top, a pair of trans 
versely spaced sockets secured to and depending 
downwardly from said table top at each longi 
tudinal end thereof, an elongated Seat member 
for each side of the table having a pair of studs. 
secured to and depending downwardly therefrom 
in spaced relation equal to the longitudinal spac 
ing of said sockets, spaced pairs of J-shaped: 
tubular frame members each having the upper 
end portion of its longer vertical reach positioned 
in one of said sockets, a vertically disposed socket. 
at the upper end of each of the shorter vertical 
reaches of said J-shaped members to receive one: 
of said studs, and means to retain the lower end 
portions of said longer vertical reaches of said J 
shaped members in predetermined Spaced rela 
tion, the arrangement. being such that said J 
shaped members may be swung inwardly about 
the axes of Said longer reaches. ... : 

60 

70 

75 

4. An assembly according to claim 1 further. 
including releasible means, on each of said sock 
ets to restrain axial and rotational movement of 
said reaches relative to said sockets. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

5. A collapsible table and bench assembly com-: 
prising in combination a table top and a bench 
member for each of two opposite sides of the 
table top, a pair of transversely spaced leg mem 
bers adjacent each longitudinal end of said table 
top and each leg of each pair comprising a length 
of tubing bent to provide transversely spaced and, 
upwardly extending reaches to support the table 
top and a bench member respectively, a bracing 
assembly rotatably receiving the lower end.por 
tions of each of said reaches supporting said table 
top; and means swivably interconnecting the up 
periends of Said reaches and said table top and: 
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bench members whereby said leg members may 
be rotated inwardly about the vertical axes of 
the reaches thereof which Support the table top. 

6. Apparatus according to claim 5 further 
characterized in that said table top and Said 
bench members are removable Wertically from 
said leg members and in that the Wertical reaches 
of Said leg members which support Said table top 
are sufficiently spaced to accommodate the re 
moved table top and bench members in Vertical 
edgeWise position while Supported On said brac 
ing aSSembly. 

ROBERT E. HAGAN. 
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