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This invention relates to door latches and 
more particularly to a latch to be employed upon 
light doors such as screen doors or the like, al 
though it will be understood that the latch-mech 
anism shown herein is applicable for use with 
rother types of doors if desired. 
In the manufacture of latches for screen doors 

and the like, it is desirable that the latch be 
simply constructed and be composed of parts 
which may be economically made, such as by 
stamping operations for example. It is necessary, 
however, that the latch be capable. of the usual 
functions, and that the mechanism be provided 
with means for dogging the latch against being 
operated from the outside of the door to prevent 
unauthorized entrance. It is also a very desirabie 
feature of such latehes that they be made for 
use upcn either right or left hand-doors so that 
it will be unnecessary to make one latch for a 
door of one hand and another latch or a latch 
having other specially-made elements for a door 
'of the other hand. 
The above advantages are present in the lock 

of this application in that the parts may be 
cheaply and economically made. Also, the latch 
may be employed upon either right or left hand 
doors, as desired, without the use of any ad 
ditional or specially-made parts, and the latch 
may be dogged against movement from the out 
side of the door by a rotation of the inner handle 
in a direction reverse to that employed to move 
the latch.. Moreover, the mechanism is so ar 
ranged that the inner handle normally stands in 
a horizontal position and when the handle is 
moved to a position to dog the latch against 
movement, it stands in a vertical position. Thus 
the user of the latch is always able to tell at a 
glance whether the latch bolt is dogged or free, 
in that the position of the handle is at once an 
indication of the condition of the parts. This 
arises from the fact that the handle is permitted 
a rotation of substantially 90° from its normal 
position to its dogging position as well as from 
the fact that the handle stands in an upright or 
vertical position when the latch is dogged. 
One object of the invention is to provide a new 

and improved latch for screen or other doors 
of light weight. R - 

A still further object of the invention is to 
provide a new and improved latch mechanism for 
Screen doors or the like which may be made 
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cheaply and economically, and which will be cap-' 
able of performing all the functions desired in a 
latch mechanism of this type. . . . 
A still further object of the invention is to 

'provide a latch mechanism for screen doors.Or 
the like, which may be used. With a door of either 
hand...without the employment of any different 
or specially-made: parts. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a latch mechanism: for Screen doors or 
the...like, sa, arranged that the latch may be 
dogged against movement by a reverse rotation 
of the inside handle, the position of the handle, 
'When so rotated, being such that an indication 
or signal will be given to the user that the latch 
is dogged against:movement. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
...To... these and other ends the invention relates. 
to the novel features and combinations of parts 
to be hereinafter described and claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings: . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. Fig. 1 is a sectional view of a latch mechanism 
embodying:my, invention mounted upon a door; 

: Fig.2 is a sectional view... on line:2-2 of Fig. 
1, showing the interior construction; 

iFig. 3 is a sectional view on line 3-3. 

Fig.-4 is a sectional view on line 4-4 of Fig. 
3, showing the operation of the rollback oper 
ated by the outside handle; . . . . . . . . . . . 

... Fig.25 is a view similar to Fig. 4 with the inner 
cover plate of the latch casing removed to show 
the interior-construction; . . . . . . . . . . . . 
- Fig. 6 is a view, similar to. Fig. 5 but showing 
the inside latch operating mechanism or inside 
roilback in another position; . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 7 is a front view of the latch mechanism 
at the inside of the door; . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 8 is an inside elevational view of the 
escutcheon and associated parts at the outside 
'of the door; . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 9 is a view similar to Fig. 2, showing the 
application of the latch mechanism to a door 
of the opposite hand; and . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 10 is-a-view similar to Fig. 4, showing the 
parts in the position occupied when applied to 

of Fig. 

a door of the other hand. . . . . . . . - 
To illustrate a preferred embodiment of my in 

vention. I have shown in the drawings a door 
0, such as a screen door, for example, hinged 

at it? and adapted to clese against a stop-12 
mounted on the doorjamb 13. Upon the stop 
l2 is mounted a strike mechanism provided with 
keepers 14 and 15, which keepers are-adapted to 
cooperate with the latch as hereinafter-described, 
to hold the door in-closed position. It will be 
'understood that only one of the keepers is ac 
tually used when the lock is applied to a door 

- but that the two keepers are provided in order 
55 that the same strike mechanism may be used 
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With either right or left hand doors. As shown 
in FigS. 2 and 9, when the mechanism is mounted 
On the doors of opposite "hands,' the strike 
mechanism will be reversed. In each case the 
latch will cooperate with the Iower one of the 
two keepers, this being the keeper 4 in Fig. 2 
and the keeper 5 in Fig. 9. 
The latch mechanism is mounted at the inside 

of the door and enclosed within the case f7, se 
cured to the door by screws 8 passing through 
Openings 9 in the case. Secured within the case, 
Within Spaced relation to the outer wall thereof, 
is a partition plate 20, which plate is spaced from 
the outside of the case by the displacement of 
the Wall of the latter about the openings 19, so 
that certain parts of the mechanism may be 
mounted between the plate 20 and the outer wall 
Of the case. . . . . . . . 
A stud 22 is secured to this plate adjacent one 

edge thereof and a latch member 23 is pivoted 
upon this stud. This member, as shown more 
particularly in Figs. 5 and 6, has a relatively 
large opening 24 in the body thereof, through 
which projects the hub of the inner handle, as 
Will be hereinafter described, and a projecting 
end portion 25 adapted to cooperate with one of 
the keepers. As shown in Fig. 1 at 26, this end 
portion is displaced inwardly from the body 23 
of the latch member and, as shown more par 
ticularly in Fig. 7, projects through an opening 
or slot. 27 of arcuate shape in the front of the 
case So that the latch may be swung pivotally or 
lifted about its pivot 22 in the case. The body 
of the latch member 23 is provided with a pair 
of lugs 28 projecting toward the outside of the 
door and with a pair of lugs 29 projecting in the 

... opposite direction or toward the inside of the 
door. As will be hereinafter explained, these 

... lugS Constitute the means by Which the inner and 
Outer handles operate, the latch member and 

... they are symmetrically, arranged with respect to 
the longitudinal axis of the latch member so 
that, one of each of these lugs is in operation 

... When the latch is used with a door of one hand 
and the other of each of these lugs is in opera 
tion. When the latch is used with a door of the 
Other hand. - - - - - - - - 
The latch member is also provided with a stud 

30 projected toward the outside of the door, 
which stud projects through a slot 3 in a cover 
plate 32 serving as the inner cover of the case 
7. It will be understood that this cover holds 

the latch member in place and the movement of 
the latch member is limited by the travel of the 
stud 30 in the slot 3. The plate 32 is also pro 
vided with Openings 33 which permit the pro 
jection therethrough of the lugs 28. 

Rotatably mounted in the outer portion of case 
f7 is the hub 35 of the inner handle 36, the hub 
being held in place by a spring ring 37 mounted 
in an annular groove in the hub 35 and engaging 
against the flange 38 formed on the case which 
surrounds the hub 35. Mounted on an inner 
reduced end 39 of this hub and held in place by 
the split ring 40 is a latch actuating member or 
rollback 4f so that the rollback is rotated by ro 
tation of the handle 36 about the axis of the hub 
35, and, it may be noted, eccentric to the pivot 
22 of the latch member. 
As shown in Fig. 3, this rollback lies Substan 

tially in the plane of the plate 20 and is pro 
vided with symmetrically arranged shoulders 43 
adapted to engage one or the other of the lugs 
29 to operate the latch. It is also provided with 
an arcuate edge portion 44 generally concentric 
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with the axis of the hub 35 to engage one or the 
other of the lugs 29 and dog the latch against 
movement, as will be hereinafter more fully ex 
plained. 

It will be apparent that, as shown in Fig. 5, 
for example, when the rollback is rotated in a 
counter-clockwise direction it will engage the up 
per of the lugs 29 and thus move the latch mem 

... ber 23 in a counter-clockwise direction about its 
10 pivot 22, thus raising the latch member until its 

projecting end 25 disengages the keeper f4. As 
the rollback 4 and latch 23 move about different 
axes, the lug 29 will ride upwardly on the shoul 
der 43 and ordinarily would be moved out of en 
gagement with this shoulder. It is therefore de 
sirable to limit the rotation of the rollback in a 
direction to operate the latch so that the lug 29 
will not be moved beyond the edge of the shoulder 
43. 
For this purpose, the rollback is provided with 

a lug 46 projecting inwardly, which lug is adapted 
to be engaged by the hooked ends 47 and 48 of an 
escapement member 49 freely pivoted at 50 be 
tween the outside of the case and the plate 20. 
Thus, as shown in Fig. 2, when the rollback 4 is 
rotated in a clockwise direction, the lug 46 will 
be engaged by the hooked end 47 of the escape 
ment member 49, and will be prevented from 
further rotation. When, however, the rollback 
4 is rotated in a counter-clockwise direction as 
the parts are shown in Fig. 2, the lug 46 will pass 
freely above the hooked end 48 of the escape 
ment 49. 

In order that the rollback 4 and the inside 
handle 36 to which it is secured be normally 
restrained in the position shown in Fig. 2 in 
which the handle projects in a horizontal direc 
tion and the latch member is engaged with the 
keeper f4, the roll-back 4 is provided With a 

40 projecting lug 52 carrying a stud 53 engaged by 
the ends of springs 54 and 55 mounted upon studs 
56 and 56 in the case. These springs are also 

: provided, respectively, with bent portions 57 and 
58 adapted to engage these studs when the inner 

45 handle and rollback are moved to position sub 
stantially 90 from that shown in Fig. 2 or to 

... the position shown in Fig. 6 so that the inner 
handle will also be releasably held in these posi 

, tions. In order that the latch mechanism may 
50 be operated at the outside of the door, an out 

side handle 60 is rotatably mounted in an es 
cutcheon 6 secured to the door by screws 63, 
which handle is provided with a square opening 
64 to receive a similarly shaped spindle 65 which 

55 extends through the door and has its other end 
loosely and rotatably received in the hub. 35. 
Mounted on this spindle, adjacent the inner cover 
32 of the latch mechanism, is an Outside rollback 
66 of the form shown in Fig. 4, this rollback hav 

60-ing an arm 6 engaged below the stud. 30 on the 
latch member 23 and also having a cam shaped 
end 68 engaging One or the other of the lugs. 28. 
It will be seen, therefore, that the latch may be 
lifted or disengaged from the keeper by opera 

65tion of the outside handle in either direction. 
If, for example, the outside handle is moved in 
a counter-clockwise direction, as the parts are 
shown in Fig. 4, the end. 6 of the rollback 66 
will engage the stud 30 and serve to lift the latch, 

70 while, if the Outside handle and spindle 65 are 
rotated in a clockwise direction, the upper sur 
face of the cam shaped portion 68 will engage 
the lug 28 and also serve to lift the latch or ro 
tate it in a counter-clockwise direction out of en 

75 gagement with the keeper 4, 
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ment member 49 So that the rotation of the roll In order to normally maintain the elitSide 

handle in...a horizontal position in alignment With 
the inside handle, the hub 60 of the outside 
handke has:secured thereto within the escutcheon 
6 a plate , and springs 7 and i2 are Secured 
at one of their ends to the plate to and at the 
..other of their ends to the escutcheon 6t. Thus it 
will be seen that rotation of the handle in either 
direction extends: one or the other. Of these springs 
and that when the handle is released the spring 
iwhich is placed under tension will return it to 
the nettical position shown in Fig. 8 where the 
-Springs are substantially at...rest. - 
The -operation of the latch mechanism is as 

follows. - 
The door is shown in closed position in Fig. 1 

5 

10 

'ahd the parts of the latch. when the door. is in 
-this position are shown in Figs. 1 to.5. The door, 
as previously stated may be readily opened from 
the outside by turning the handle 69 in either 
direction and as shown in Fig. 4 the rollback 65 
Will engage with the stud. 38 on the latch member 
when the handle is rotated in-Ohe, direction...and 
will engage with the upper lug. 28. On the latch 
when the handle is rotated in the other, direction. 

- This Williaise the latch out-of -eragagenheat With 
the keeper -4, rotating it about the pivot 22. 
The movement of the latch will be limited by the 
length of the slot 3 in plate 32 shown in Fig. 4. 
if it is desired to opera the-door from the inside, 

the inside handle is rotated by turning it away 
from the observer as shown ia Fig. 1- or in a 
counter-clockwise directioh as showa in Fig. 5. 
This rotates the rollbaek á in-a-clockwise direc 
tion, shown in Fig. 2, or in a counter-clockwise 
direction shown in Fig. 5, as the views of. Figs... 2 
and 5-are leoking in opposite-directions. During 
this: movement of the rollback, the shoulder 43 
-engages the upper-of-the-lugs 29 shown in these 
figures and serves to lift-the-latch-out of engage 
ment with the keeper 4 by rotating it about the 
pivot 22. As heretofore stated, the rollback, 4 
and latch member 23, are eccentrically pivoted 
and therefore continuous-meWenhent. of the roll 
back would push the lug. 29 beyond the end of 
the surface 43- if the rollback. were rotated 
through a sufficient angle. To prevent this oc 
currence, the rotation of the rollback is limited 
in this direction by engagement of the lug 46 
with the hooked end-4 of the escapement mem 
ber 49 so that while the latch is raised to a sufi 
cient extent to clear the keeper f4 when the 
handle is released, the handle will be returned 
to its original position by engagement of the 
spring 55 with the stud:53 and the latch will again 
drop back to the position shown. It will be un 
derstood that the end 25 of the latch is cam 
shaped so that the latch will ride over the keeper 
‘when moved to closed position. 

If it is desired to dog the latch against opera 
tion by the outside handle, the inside handle is 
rotated in a direction opposite to that just de 
scribed, from the position shown in Figs. 1 and 5 
to the position shown in Fig. 6, in which position 
it is vertically disposed. This rotation of the 
handle 36 serves to turn the rollback 4 from 
the position shown in Fig. 5 to that shown in Fig. 
6, in which position the arcuate surface 44 stands 
over the lower of the two lugs 29 and thus dogs 
the latch against movement by the outside knob 
as it prevents the lifting of the latch about the 
pivot 22. It will be noted that, as shown in Fig.2, 
when the rollback is moved in this direction, the 
lug 46 clears the hooked end 48 of the escape 
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back is not limited in this direction by the escape 
ment member. Likewise, the lower shoulder 43, 
as shown in this figure, does not engage with the 
lower of the lugs 29 but, in this position of the 
parts, passes this lug. Also, as shown in Fig. 6, 
the stud 53 is engaged by the curved portion 57 
of the spring 54 and the rollback and inner knob 
.releasably held against accidental displacement, 
With the inner handle vertically disposed so that 
a user may instantly tell that the door is locked 
Or the latch dogged against movement. 

If it is desired to mount the latch on a door 
of the other hand, the lock case is simply in 
verted or turned through an angle of 180° about 
a horizontal axis so that the parts will be moved 
ifrom the position shown in Fig.2 to that shown 
in Fig. 9. It will be noted that the latch member 
23 thereupon drops to the opposite. end of the 
slot 25 and also the escapement member 49 drops 
about its pivot 56 to the position shown in Fig. 9. 
That is to Say, the escapement member drops by 
gravity when the lock case is inverted So that in 
the position shown in Fig. 9 the opposite hooked 
end .38 will be contacted by the lug 46 to limit 
the moverhent of the rollback. With the latch 
member 23 and the escapement member 49 in 
the positions shown in Fig. 9, the operation of the 
inside handle will be exactly as previously de 
Scribed except that the rollback 49 Will contact 
the other of the two lugs 29 to lift the latch, due 
to the fact that the rollback and latch member 
are both Symmetrical With respect to center lines 
drawn through their pivots and due to the fact 
that the latch member. Occupies a different posi 
tion of rest when the mechanism is inverted for a 
door of the other hand. That is to say, in one 
case one of the surfaces 43 contacts with one of 
the lugs 9 to lift the latch While in the other 
position as used with a door of the other hand, 
the other Surface 43 Will engage the other lug 
29 to lift the latch, which other lug is brought 
into range of movement of the surface 43 by the 
movement of the latch, when inverted, from one 
eld to the other of the slot 2. 
When inverting the mechanism for use with 

a door of the other hand, it is necessary to change 
the position of the rollback 65. This is done by 
sliding the spindle 65 outwardly from the hub 
-35 of the inner handle to a slight extent and 
rotating this spindle until the end 67 of the 
rollback stands upon the other side of the stud 
3. This will bring the cam surface 68 in-en 
'gagement with the other of the two lugs 28 when 
;the stud3f is at the other end of the slot 3i from 
that shown in Fig. 4, as it will-be when the latch 
is inverted. This slight change in the position of 
the rollback 66 is the only alteration necessary 
to change the latch from use upon a lefthand 
door-to use upon a righthand door. This position 
of the parts is shown in Fig. 10. It may be rioted 
that the rollback 66 is disposed nearer one end 

if the spindle 65than the other end. Withi this 
arrangement, the spindle may be turned end for 
end and thus compensate for doors of different 
thicknesses. 
While I have shown and described a preferred 

embodiment of my invention, it will be under 
stood that it is not to be limited to all of the 
details shown but is capable of modification and 
variation within the spirit of the inventon and 
Within the scope of the appended claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. A door latch mechanism comprising a case, 



4. 
a latch member pivotally, mounted in the case 
to swing about a horizontal axis and projecting 
from the case for engagement with a keeper, a 
latch actuating element carried by the case, said 
element being movable in one direction to swing 
the latch member upwardly and movable in the 
opposite direction to dog the latch - member 
against movement, and a handle connected to 
said element to operate the latter, and means re 
leasably holding said handle in a horizontal po 
sition when the latch member is engaged with 
the keeper and in a vertical position when the 
latch is dogged against movement. 
.. 2. A door latch mechanism comprising a case, 
a -latch member pivotally mounted in the case 
to Swing about a horizontal axis and projecting 
from the case for engagement with a keeper, a 
latch actuating element rotatably carried by the 
case, said element being rotatable in one direc 
tion to engage a part of the latch member and 
Swing the latter upwardly and rotatable in the 
opposite direction to engage another part of the 
latch member and dog the latter against move 
ment, a handle connected to said element to op 
erate the latter, and means releasably holding 
said handle in a horizontal position when the 
latch member is engaged With the keeper and in 
a vertical position. When the latch is dogged 
against movement. 

3. A door latch mechanism comprising a case, 
a latch member pivotally mounted in the case 
and projecting therefrom to engage a keeper, a 
latch actuating element rotatably mounted in the 
case to Swing about an axis eccentric to the pivot 
of Said latch member, a lug On Said member, 
Said element having a part engaging below Said 
lug when said element is moved to lift the latch, 
and means to limit movement of Said element to 
hold Said part in engagement with Said lug. 

4. A door latch mechanism comprising a case, 
a latch member pivotally mounted in the case 
and projecting through an elongated opening in 
the case to engage a keeper, a latch actuating 
element rotatably mounted in the case to SWing 
about an axis eccentric to the pivot of Said latch 
member, a pair of lugs on the latch member be 
tween which said element is disposed, said latch 
member lying adjacent one end of Said opening 
in one position of the case and adjacent the other 
end of the Opening When the case is turned 
through an angle of 180, and said element when 
Said latch member is in one of Said positions be 
ing adapted when rotated in one direction to en 
gage one of Said lugs and move the latch member 
and when rotated in the other direction being 
adapted to engage the other lug and dog the latch 
member against movement and when Said latch 
member is in the other position to engage Said 
Second lug to move the latch member and engage 
Said first lug to dog the latch member against 
movement. 

5. A door latch mechanism comprising a case, 
a latch member pivotally mounted in the case 
and projecting therefrom to engage a keeper, a 
latch actuating element rotatably mounted in the 
case to Swing about an axis eccentric to the pivot 
of said latch member, a pair of lugs on Said latch 
member between which said element is disposed, 
said element having Spaced shoulders to engage 
one of said lugs to lift the latch member when 
the mechanism is mounted in one position on a 
door and being adapted to engage the other of 
Said lugs to lift the latch member when the mech 
anism is turned through an angle of 180 about 
a horizontal axis, and means rotatably mounted 
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in the case to engage and to limit movement of 
said element in a direction to lift the latch mem 
ber. - 

... 6. A door latch mechanism comprising a case, 
a latch member pivotally mounted in the case, and 
projecting therefrom to engage a keeper, a latch 
actuating element rotatably mounted in the case 
to swing about an axis eccentric to the pivot of 
said latch member, a pair of lugs on Said latch 
member between which said element is disposed, 
said element having spaced shoulders to engage 
one of said lugs to liit the latch member. When 
the mechanism, is mounted in one position on a 
door and being adapted to engage the other of 
said lugs to lift the latch member when the mech 
anism is turned through an angle of 180, about 
a horizontal axis, and means having Spaced stops 
thereon to engage and to limit movement of Sald 
element in a direction to lift the latch member, 
said means being movably mounted in the case 
to shift this position when the mechanism is in 
verted to limit movement of the element in the 
opposite direction to lift the latch member. 

7. A door latCn mechanism comprlSling a case, 
a latch member pivotally mounted in the case and 
projecting thereIrom to engage a keeper, a latch 
actuating element rotatably mounted in the case 
to swing about an axis eccentric to the pivot of 
said latch member, a pair of lugs on Sald latch 
member between which said element is disposed, 
said element naving spaced shoulders thereon to 
engage one of said lugs to lirt the latch member 
when the mechanism is mounted in One poSlition 
on a door and being adapted to engage the other 
of said lugs to lift the latch member when the 
mecnanusm is turned through an angle of 180 
about a horizontal axis, an eScapement member 
pivoted in the case naving projecting ends, and 
one of said ends being disposed in the path of 
movement of a part or Sald element when turned 
in one direction in eitner position OI the nech 
anism. w 

8. A door latch mechanism comprising a case, 
a latcn mennipel' plVOtally nOu?led ln Lie Case 
and projecting therefrom to engage a keeper, a 
latch actuating element rotatably rilounted in the 
case to swing about an axis eccentric to the pivot 
or saldi latcn memper, a pair of lugs on Saldi men 
per between which said element is disposed, said 
element winen turned in opposite directions being 
adapted to engage one of said lugs to lit the latch 
ana the other lug to dog the latch against move 
ment, and a swinging Stop member to limit move 
ment of said element when lifting the latch. 

9. A door latch mechanism comprising a case, 
a latch member pivotally mounted in the case, 
a spindle rotatably mounted in the case, a handle 
at the outside of the door to operate said spindle, 
said latch member having a pair of outwardly 
projecting lugs thereon at One Side of Said Spindle 
and an outwardly projecting stud at the other 
side of said Spindle, and a rollback on said Spindle 

- having a part lying beiOW and adapted to engage 
said Stud and an opposite portion disposed be 
tween said lugs. 

10. A door latch comprising a case, a latch 
in lenber pivoted therein having a free end ex 
tending from the case to engage a keeper, a latch 
actuating element rotatably carried by the case 
to move about an axis disposed between the pivot 
and the free end of the latch member, said latch 
member having a pair of vertically spaced a put 
ments, thereon intermediate its ends, and said 
element being disposed between said abutments 
and Serving, when moved in one direction, to en 
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gage one of Said abutments to actuate the latch 
and when moved in the other direction to engage 
the other of said abutments to dog the latch 
against novement. 

1. A door latch comprising a case, a latch 
meaber pivoted therein having a free end ex 
t3nding from the case to engage a keeper, a latch 
actuating element rotatably carried by the case 
to move about an axis disposed between the pivot 
and the free end of the latch member, said latch 
member having a pair of Vertically spaced abut 
ments thereon intermediate its ends, and said 
element being disposed between said abutments 
and Serving, when moved in one direction, to en 
gage one of . said abutments to actuate the latch 
and when moved in the other direction to engage 
the other of said abutments to dog the latch 
against movement, and an escapement member 
pivoted in the case to limit movement of said 
element when moved in a latch actuating di 
rection. 

i2. A door latch comprising a case, a latch 
member pivoted therein having a free end ex 
tending from the case to engage a keeper, a latch 
actuating element rotatably carried by the case to 
move about an axis disposed between the pivot 
and the free end of the latch member, Said latch 
member having a pair of vertically spaced abut 
ments thereon intermediate its ends, Said element 
being disposed between said abutments and Serv- 30 
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ing, when moved in one direction, to engage one 
of said abutments to actuate the latch and when 
moved in the other direction to engage the Other 
of said abutments to dog the latch against move 
ment, an escapement member pivoted in the case 
to limit movement of said element when moved 
in a latch actuating direction, and said escape 
ment member being freely pivoted in the case to 
drop by gravity when the case is turned through 
an angle of 80' about a horizontal axis to limit 
novement of the latch actuating element when 
turned in the opposite direction. 

13. A door latch comprising a case, a latch 
in ember pivoted therein having a free end ex 
tending from the case to engage a keeper, a latch 
actuating element rotatably carried by the case to 
move about an axis disposed between the pivot 
and the free end of the latch member, said latch 
member having a pair of vertically spaced abut 
ments thereon intermediate its ends, and said 
element being disposed between said abutments 
and serving, when moved in one direction, to en 
gage One of Said abutments to actuate the latch 
and when moved in the other direction to engage 
the other of Said abutments to dog the latch 
against movement, said abutments being sym 
metrically disposed on said latch member, and 
means normally supporting said member in an 
inclined position. 
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