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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
HENRY W. BERTRAIVI, OF FRANKFORT, INDIANA, ASSIGNOR TO McDoug ALL COMPANY., 
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CABINET. 

1,231,233. Specification of Letter's Patent. 
Pateated June 26, 1917. 

Application filed October 11, 1916. Serial No. 124,940. 
To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, HENRY W. BERTRAM, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Frankfort, in the county of Clinton and 
State of Indiana, have invented a new and 
useful Cabinet, of which the following is a specification. 
The object of my invention is to produce 

certain details of construction of curtain 
front kitchen cabinets, by means of which 
gaps between the curtain and coöperating 
parts of the cabinet may be eliminated in a 
simple and efficient manner, the construction 
being such that the curtain and its runways 
may be formed at a minimum of expense. 
The accompanying drawings illustrate my 

invention. Figure 1 is a perspective view 
of a kitchen cabinet embodying my inven 
tion; Fig. 2 a central vertical section of the 
curtain closed compartment with the cur 
tain in closed position; Fig. 3 a fragmentary 
detail, on a somewhat larger scale, showing 
more accurately the upper end of the cur 
tain, the curtain guide or runway, and the 
meeting rail at the upper end of the com 
partment, with the curtain in closed posi 
tion: Fig. 4 a view similar to Fig. 3, but 
showing the curtain in open position and in 
end elevation, and also showing adjacent 
portions of the cabinet at and near the floor 
of the curtained compartment; Fig. 5 a view 
similar to Fig. 4, but showing the curtain in closed position. 

in the drawings, 10, 10, indicate the side 
walls of the superstructure of a kitchen 
cabinet, said walls having formed in their 
inner faces runways 11 for the reception of 
the ends of the slats of the flexible curtain 
12. This curtain, as to its main body, is 
formed in the usual manner by a series of 
slats having mating edges and held together 
by a sheet of flexible material 13 to which 
the slats are secured. For ease of manipu 
lation the runways 11 are slightly wider 

5 than the combined thickness of the slats and connecting web, as clearly shown in Figs. 
3, 4 and 5, the ends of the slats projecting 
into the runways. Each of these runways 
has a front vertical portion, a horizontal 
portion, and a rear vertical portion, the 
front vertical portion and the horizontal 
portion being connected by an eased curve 
14 which lies iust below the plane of the 
platform 15 which forms the bottom of the curtained compartment. 

As previously stated, the curtain 12, as 
to its main body, is formed in the usual 
manner of narrow mating slats. The upper 
slat 16, however, is slightly thicker and 
Wider, as shown in Fig. 3. The ends are 
thinned, as indicated at 16, Fig. 4, to prop 
erly enter the runways 11, the portion 16 
extending toward the front between the sides 
10, 10, and the portion 16' extending to 
Ward the real' and coöperating with the for 
Ward edge of platform 15 when the curtain 
is lowered, as indicated in Fig. 4. In my 
prior Patent, No. 1,113,928, this upper bar 
of the curtain is shown as being formed in 
two pieces, such construction being neces 
Saly in order to permit the withdrawal of 
the curtain from the rear of the cabinet, 
the upper widened bar of the curtain being 
removably secured to the upper standard 
Slat of the curtain. In order to eliminate 
any Screw holes in the upper surface of the 
upper curtain bar, so that the extension of 
platform 15 may be free from depressions, 
have found it advisable to make the upper 
slat of the curtain non-detachable, the Widened portions 16' and 16' being in 
tegral with the final slat of the curtain, as 
clearly shown in Fig. 4. In order to per 
mit the withdrawal of the curtain from the 
cabinet with this construction, I make the 
lower bar 19 of the curtained compartment 
readily removable, so that by the removal 
of this bar, a throat, beneath the platform 
15, of sufficient width to permit the passage 
of the wide portion of bar 16, is formed, 
the curtain being withdrawable through the 
Widened portions 20 at the rear of the run ways 11. 
As previously stated, the runways 11 are 

of such width as to afford a free and easy 
guideway for the ends of the slats 12, and 
in order to prevent, as much as possible, any 
noise during the operation of the curtain, 
the curved portion 14 of the runway must 
lie a sufficient distance from the inner upper 
corner of the bar 19 to avoid any scraping 
of the curtain slats upon this bar. On the 
other hand, it is quite desirable that when 
the curtain is in its closed position, as shown 
in Fig. 2, there should be no gap between 
the upper inner corner of the bar 19 and 
the curtain. In order to produce this result, 
I attach to the final slat 12 of the curtain, 
an end bar 21 which is somewhat thicker 
than the final slat 12 and is attached to the 
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lower edge of the final slat 12 in such man 
ner as to have its excess thickness project 
ing toward the front of the curtain. The 
forward lower corner's at the ends of the 
bar 21 are eased away, as indicated at 22, so 
that, when the curtain is brought to its 
closed position, as shown in Figs. 2 and 5, 
the weight of bar 21 will cause slat 12 to 
swing forwardly so that the front face, or 
upper front corner 23 of bar 21, will be 
swung into engagement with the upper inner 
corner of bar 19, thus automatically closing 
this gap and giving the curtain the appear 
ance of tightly closing the compartment. 
The construction is, nevertheless, such that, 
as Soon as the curtain is started on its down 
Ward movement, there will be no dragging 
of bar 21 on the upper inner corner of the 
bar 19, and, consequently, there will be no 
marring of that face of the curtain which is 
exposed when in its closed position. 
As previously stated, slats 12 are held 

by the curved portion 14 of the guides sufi 
ciently far from the bar 19 to prevent any 
dragging of the forward faces of the slats 
over this bar. 
When the curtain is in its closed position, 

as indicated in Figs. 2 and 3, it is quite de 
sirable that a neat and tight joint be made 
between the upper bar 16 of the curtain and 
the fixed cross bar 25 at the upper end of 
the compartment. The upper surface of 
the widened portion of the bar 16 lies at an 
acute angle to the main body of the bar, 
in order that it may form a straight con 
tinuation of the upper face of platform 15 
and on its forward face near the upper 
edge, bar 16 is provided with a rib 26. The 
fixed bar 25 is, therefore, provided on its 
under edge with a groove 27, one face of 
which is at an angle corresponding to the 
angle of the upper edge of bar 16 and the 
other face of which is substantially ver 
tical, so as to overlie the outer face of bar 
16 immediately above the rib 26. The cur 
tain is held in its closed position by means 
of a latch 30 which engages a finger 31 car 
ried by bar 16, said bar 16 also having 
finger pieces 32 by means of which the cur 
tain may be readily lifted. When the finger 
31 is engaged by latch 30, the upper edge 
of bar 16 lies snugly in the groove 27 of 
bar 25 and the inclined face of said groove 
serves as a substantial backing to prevent 
any inward pressing of bar 16. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. In a kitchen cabinet, a compartment 

having a vertical open face, curtain run 
Ways in its sides adjacent said open face and 
extended laterally beneath its bottom plat 
form, a finish bar arranged at the lower end 

1,231,233 
of the open face of the compartment below 
the bottom platform and beyond the run 
Ways, a slatted flexible curtain mounted in 
said runways and formed to close the open 
face of the compartment, said slatted cur 
tain having a weighted lower slat formed to 
Swing forwardly and outwardly so as to 
contact with the finish bar when the curtain 
is in closed position, the main slats of the 
curtain and the runways being so formed 

65 

as to keep the slats free from said finish bar. 
2. In a kitchen cabinet, a compartment 

having a vertical open face, curtain run 
Ways in its sides adjacent said open face 
and extended laterally beneath its bottom 
platform, a stationary bar arranged across 
the upper end of the open face of the com 
partment and provided with a groove in its 
under face, the upper slat of the flexible 
curtain having its free edge materially 
thicker than the thickness of the main slats 
and formed to produce an extension of the 
bottom platform when the curtain is in 
open position, the forward upper corner and 
upper edge of said slat and the groove in 
the upper fixed bar being formed to mate 
with each other and the upper fixed bar 
forming a backing to prevent the inward 
movement of the upper slat of the curtain 
when the curtain is closed, and coöperating 
fastening devices carried by the upper slat 
of the curtain and the fixed bar to hold the 
curtain in closed position. 

3. In a kitchen cabinet, a compartment 
having a vertical open face, curtain run 
Ways in its sides adjacent said open face 
and extended laterally beneath its bottom 
platform, a finish bar arranged at the lower 
end of the open face of the compartment 
below the bottom platform and beyond the 
runways, the Said finish bar being readily 
removable, a slatted curtain mounted in 
said runways and freely slidable through 
the throat between the bottom platform and 
the finish bar except the final slat of said 
curtain, said final slat having a widened 
free edge capable of coöperating with the 
bottom platform to form an extension there 
of when the curtain is in open position, the 
said final slat being movable with the cur 
tain beneath the bottom platform when the 
finish bar is removed from the structure. 
In witness whereof, I HENRY W. BERTRAM 

have hereunto set my hand at Frankfort, 
Indiana, this 7th day of October, A. D. 
One thousand nine hundred and sixteen. 

HENRY W. BERTRAM. 
Witnesses: 

BERGEN LA GRANGE, 
E. E. BASSETT. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
- Washington, D.C.' - Y - 
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