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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
RIORITIEEE, N. GRIFFIN, OT ROEEE, GEORGIA. 

Box. FoE WATES. ETEES. 
3,343,2S, Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Oct. 22, 1912. 

Application filed October 9, 93. Serial No. 355,474, 

To alli jihai i8 play concerns: 2, 2, and 8, 8, in the ledge 1, and bear against 
Be it know a that, MoRTIMER N. GRIFFIN, the inner wall of the box for a considerable 

a citizen of the United States, residing at distance down from the top. 
Rome, in the county of Floyd and State of While the end lugs 7, 7, approximately fit 

5 Georgia, have invented certain new and lase- the end notches 2, 2, the side lugs 7, 7, are 
ful. Improvements in Boxes for Water- much narrower than the side notches 3, 3, 
Meters, of which the following as a specifi- the reason for which is that the remaining 
cation. . . space afforded by these wide notches af. 
My invention relates to an improvement fords entrance or clearance for the hooks 

10 in boxes for water meters, such as are placed 8, 8, of the hinged key or tongs 9, which 
in the streets and sidewalks of towns and are required in order to remove the cover, 
cities; and the object is to provide a box they being dropped through small holes 10, 
with a cover which will not be easily or ac- 10, in theside edges of the cover adjacent to 
cidentally displaced or removed, and in fact the lags 7, 7. These holes are intended to be 
which cannot very well be removed without so small, and the lugs so long that the cover 
the proper appliance therefor; and my in- cannot be removed, except as it is caught 
vention comprises, in addition to the other and iiited from the two side edges simul 
features, means for removing the COver of aneously and evenly, the holes 10, 10, being 
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the meter-box. as near the center as possible, so that the 
20 With these objects in view, my inventioi gover baiances itself when it is raised and 

consists in certain novel features of con lowered by means of the key or tongs. In 
struction and combinations of parts which this way, provide a simple but effective ar 
will be hereinafter fully described and rangement for preventing accidental tilting, 
pointed out in the claims. dispiacement, or removal of the cover from 

In the accompanying drawings:- Figure a meter-box, thus avoiding the danger incia 
1 is a top plan view of the bos, Fig. 2 is i to horses and pedestrians stepping or 
a bottom pian view of the cover, iiig. into the box, which is common with 
detail view showing other constructions where less ingenuity and 
where one of the it it. 8xercised in designing and con 

30 in the notch or ire structing the cover in order that it may 
box, Fig. 4 is a di Inaintain its place and yet yield readily to 
through one of the th: 3roper tool for bringing about its re 
a side m On the box, or replacing it. 

: vident that more or less slight 
ght, ie resorted to in the form 

ieni, of the Several parts de 
o; it departure from the spirit 
my invention, and hence I do 
}e inited to the exact con 
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seat for the eover. Ti 
with narrow in 
wider notic 3, at Opposit 
on the sides. The box ha 
bottom, but at the lower end 
iniets 4, 4, for pipes. 

3, indicates the cover. This is provided 
45 on the over surface with intersecting on 

gitudinal and transverse ribs 5 and 6 re 
spectively, to give strength to the cover, and 
these terminate at their ends in elongated 
depending lugs, the outer edges 8 of which 

50 are straight. These lugs enter the notches 

4 s 

i my invention, 
and desire to secure by 

depending iugs adapted to enter the notches 
and fit closely the waii of the box, the cover 
having holes at the centers of the opposite 
sides adjacent to the side lugs, and over the 
side notches in the ledge of the box. 
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2. The combination with a box having a reinforcing and strengthening both them 
Éched ledge, of a cove) having eloitagated and the cover. -; 3r 

€nding ligs adapted to enter the noiches In testimony whereof affix my signature, 
and fit closely the waii of the box, the cover in the presence of two witnesses. 
ilaying holes at the centers of the opposite MORTIMER. N. GRIFFIN. 
sidies adjacent to the side iugs and over the Witnesses: 
side notches in the ledge of the box, and N. A. DENNY, 
intersecting ribs connecting these lugs and E. P. TREADAWAY. 

ijogies of this patent inay be obtained for five cents each, by aidressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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