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Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 1s9.s09, dated April 17, 
March 22, 1877. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs F. SPENCER, 

of Rochester, in the county of Monroe and 
State of New York, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Burial-Cas 
kets, of which the following is a specification: 
This invention relates to a new and im 

proved burial-casket, its object being to pro 
vide an air-tight or hermetically-sealed recep 
tacle for a corpse, which can be more readily 
opened and closed than the caskets of this 
class as heretofore constructed. , 
To this end my invention consists of a rect 

angular casket made perfectly tight, except 
at one end, which is left open for the recep 
tion of a sliding dead-board, upon which the 
corpse is placed, said dead-board being pro 
vided with a cover or door, with a packing 
around its edge, which can be secured tightly 
against the open end of the casket, when the 
dead-board carrying the corpse is in place, by 
means of a screw-bolt, as will be hereinafter 
more fully set forth. 

In caskets of this class, as heretofore con 
structed, the top is usually left open for the 
insertion of the corpse, and the cover is se 
cured thereon by means of screws. The cover 
extending the whole length of the casket 
makes it difficult to tightly secure it, owing 
to the extent of the joint-surface; and one 
object of my invention is obviate this extend 
ed joint by making the opening for the inser 
tion of the corpse at the end instead of the 
top of the casket, 
Another object of my invention is to pro 

vide a convenient dead-board, upon which the 
corpse can be laid out preparatory to being 
placed in the casket, which can be inserted 
with the corpse into the casket, and secured 
therein by closing the casket. -- 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical sec 
tion. Fig. 3 is a vertical section between the 
end of the casket and the head of the lead 
board, and Fig. 4 a view of the dead-board 
with the sides turned down. 
In the drawing, the letter A represents a 

rectangular casket, of wood, metal, or other 
suitable material, which is made perfectly 
tight, except at one end, which is left open 
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for the reception of the corpse. The letter B 
represents a dead-board, which is preferably 
constructed with hinged sides C, which can 
be folded up when the board is inserted in the 
casket, forming side linings for the same. The 
board and folding sides are covered with any 
suitable ornamental cloth, such as usually 
employed for the linings of coffins and burial 
caskets. At the front end or head of the 
board is secured an upright head-piece, D, of 
such size as to neatly fit Within the open end 
of the casket when the dead-board is fully in 
serted therein. At each side of the casket 
are formed recesses E, which are just outside 
of the outer face of the head-board when the 
dead-board is fully inserted in the casket, and 
the head-board is provided at each side with 
pivoted pawls FF, which can be so situated 
with respect to the recesses E in the sides of 
the casket that they may be set so as to clear 
the sides of the casket as the dead-board is 
being inserted, and will fall by their own 
weight, and enter the recesses when the said 
dead-board is fully inserted, and confine the 
same permanently in place. 
The letter G represents a cover adapted to 

fit upon and close the open end of the casket. 
It is provided with an elastic packing, H, of 
rubber or other suitable material, on the in 
side, around its edges, and is secured to the 
head-board D by means of a screw-bolt, D', 
extending through an aperture in the center 
of said cover, the said bolt being provided 
with an ornamental head, I, and hand-levers 
J, for turning it on the outside, the face of the 
shoulder formed by said head being provided 
with an elastic gasket or packing, L, for the 
purpose of making an air-tight joint With the 
COWeI. - 

The operation of my invention is as follows: 
The corpse being placed upon the central part 
of the dead-board, and the hinged sides being 
folded up into a vertical position, the whole 
is inserted in the casket, the pawls E being 
elevated, so as to clear the sides of the casket 
to allow the head-board to enter. After the 
dead-board is fully inserted the pawls drop 
by their own weight, securely fastening the 
dead-board within the casket. The cover G is 
then secured tightly against the open end of 
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the casket by means of the screw-bolt D, her. 
metically sealing the casket, and making it 
perfectly air-tight. . . . 
I claim 
1. The combination, with a coffin having an 

open end, as described, of the dead-board B, 
constructed with hinged sides C, and having 
the pivoted pawls F, adapted to recesses in 
the coffin-body, for confining the dead-board 
in position, substantially as described. . 

2. In combination with the dead-board, 
adapted to be secured in the casket, as de 

scribed, the cover and screw-bolt for confining 
the same against the open end of the casket, 
for the purpose of hermetically closing the 
casket, substantially as set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 

have hereunto set my hand in the presence 
of the subscribing witnesses. . . 

CEAS, F, SPENCER. 
Witnesses: 

CHAs. S. BAKER, 
J. H. JEFFRES. 

  

  

  


