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1

This invention relates to game apparatus, and
particularly to a game in which cards having
various indications thereon (such as numbers,
letters or other symobls) are distributed amongst
players and which are useable in conjunction
with a system of chance-selection of indications,
substantially as in the case of the game com-
monly known as Bingo, where the person hold-
ing the card with the chance-selected indication
receives a credit.

It is primarily within the contemplation of my
invention to provide a mechanical means of ob-
taining the chance-selection of said indications,
and to provide cards with various indications

thereon in corollation. with those on the me- !

chanical device. And in this aspect of my in-
vention it is an important object to so arrange
the indications on both the mechanical member
and the cards as to enable a prompt and quick
recognition of the ‘chance-selected indication.

More specifically, it is an object of my inven-
tion, in one form thereof, to provide a manually
opersble roller device containing thereon a con-
tinuous sheet on the surface of which is contained
an arrangement of rows and columns of numerals
and letters, the sheet being operatively associated
with an mdlcator or pomter marking arranged
for alighment with one of the said rows on the
sheet—the cards being marked to correspond
with different sections of the sheet. And in this
particular aspect of my invention it is an object
to enable the rapid recognition of a chance-
selected row- of symbols by employing a novel
arrangement of number and- letter <Pquence., on
both the cards and the sheet.

‘It is a further object of my invention to pro-
vide a simple and readily fabricated apparatus
to accomplish the above-mentioned objectives,
and one that can be readily manipulated, and
played with continuous interest.

Other objects, features and advantages will
appear from the drawings and the description
hereinafter given.

Referring to the drawings,

Figure1 is a perspective view of- uhe mechan*cal
device for the chance-selection of indications,
in accordance with the present invention.

‘Figure 2 is a part side elevation, part section,
taken substantially along line 2—2 of Figure 1,
a hand being shown in dot-dash lines in the
process of imparting a motion to the roller
mechanism of the device.

‘Figure 3 is a fragmentary section of Figure 1
taken along line 3—-3.

Figure 4 is a plan view of the md1cat1on-bear-
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2
ing, roller mounted sheet of Figure 1, shown in
its extended condition, and

Figures 5, 6 and 7 are plan views of three of
the cards employed in the present invention.

In the particular form of my invention illus-
trated, a casing 19 is employed having Jateral
upright walls {1 and {2, said walls having extend-
ing obliquely downwardly from the upper edges
thereof the slots 18, 14, i5 and (6. Disposed be-
tween said walls 11 and 12 are the rollers {71 and
{8, each of the rollers having at their oppesite
ends the outwardly extending pins 19 loosely
mounted for rotation within the. adjacent slots
13, {4, {5 and 16. ‘Mounted over the rollers is
the continuous sheet 28 in the form of a loop
enveloping the said rollers and the space there-
between.

The arrangement is hence such that a motlon,
could readily be imparted to the sheet and rollers
by placing a hand, such as 2f of Figure 2, en
the upper surface of the sheet overlying one of
the rollers, and quickly moving the hand rear-
wardly in the direction of arrow A, whereupon
the sheet and rollers will move until they are frie-
tionally stepped. The inclination of the slots 13,
14, 15 and 1§ is generally in the direction of

V ‘movement, so that the pins 19 will be caused to

bear against the lowermost terminals of the slots
without any danger of the rollers being forced
out of the slots. A pointer marking or indicater

22 points towards the sheet, and towards the
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transverse rows of indications which will now be
described. .

" The sheet 20 111ustrated contains thereon a -plu-
rality of transverse spaced parallel rows com=~

. posed of a ceguential arrangement of -numbers
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which continue from one row to the next until
a predetermined highest number is reached,
whereupon the numbering starts a new eycle.
The sheet also contains a longitudinal arrange-
ment of letters, preferably although not neces-
sarily at a longitudinal edge thereof, and at the
longitudinal ends of certain of said transverse
rows, as will more clearly hereinafter -appear..
There are also a set of cards bearing thereon
an arrangement cof transverse spaced parallel
rows with a longitudinal arrangement of letters,
the arrangement of numbers and letters on each
card corresponding to the numbers and letters
appearing on adjacent rows of a preselected sec-
tion of the sheet, three of such cards being illus-
trated and represented by the reference numerals
23, 24 and 25.

The particular indicaticns on sheet 28 comprise
numbers and letters on the transverse parallel
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rows generally designated as 26 and on the longi-
tudinal column designated by the reference nu-
meral 27. In the form shown, the rows 26 each
contain eight symbols, and the column 27 con-
tains a repeated series of letters spelling out the
word “Poker,” each series being separated by a
row of numerals containing no letters thereon,
the numerals on said separating rows extending
along the entire length thereoi. For example,
rows 28, 29, 30, 31 and 32 contain only numerals,
whereas all the other rows contain seven nu-
merals and a single letter, the letters in the pre-
ferred form illustrated being disposed adjacent
the marginal edge 33 of the sheet 20 and at the
marginal ends of their respective transverse rows.
As a further illustration of the manner in which
the numerals are arranged, it will be noted that
row 28 contains a continuous sequence of nu-
merals from “1” to “8,” the next adjacent row 34
starting with the next numeral, that is “9,” and
then starting a new cycle beginning with “1.”
This eycle continues on line 34 until the last num-
ber “6” thereon, whereafter the sequence con-
tinues on the next line 35 with the numeral “7”
until the predetermined highest number “9” is
again reached, whereupon the sequence again
repeats itself beginning with the numeral “1.”
In each case where there is a letter at the column
21, the sequence of numbers begins at the column
following the letter; but wherever the letters are
discontinued, such as at rows 28, 29, 30, 3{ and 32,
the first number continuing the sequence appears
in column 27. It will also be observed that the
number of symbols in each row is one less than
the number of numerals in each series of sequen-
tial numbers, so that no single row contains all
the numbers in a series.
hence such' that every series of numbers must
appear on two rows.

The cards, such as cards 23, 24 and 25, contain
thereon, as aforesaid, certain preselected adja~
cent rows of the sheet 20. Card 23 contains the
rows appearing on the portion of the sheet indi-
cated by the bracket B; card 24 contains the rows
appearing on the portion of the sheet indicated
by the bracket C; card 25 contains the rows ap-
pearing on the portion of the sheet indicated by
bracket D. An entire set of cards should pref-
erably correspond to all possible sections of the

sheet, different cards containing indications cor- ;

responding to different sections.

In playing the game, cards are drawn or dis-
tributed in accordance with a pre-arranged plan
whereby all the players have in their possession
one or more cards.
impart a motion to the rollers in the manner
above indicated, until the rollers and sheet are
frictionally stopped. The indicator 22 will then
point to the winning row; that is, the row that
stops closest to the indicator 22 will constitute a
winning row. A person holding a card which
contains a row corresponding to the winning row
receives a credit of any desired value or form.
For example, referring to Figure 1, the indicator
22 designates row 36 as the winning row, and the
corresponding row 36a, appears.on card 23. Ac-
cordingly, the person holding card 23 receives a
credit for one completed row. In a preferred
manner of playing the game, the person holding
a card on which all of the lines have been chance-
selected by the roller device 10, may be designated
as the winner, or may receive a credit of a pre-
determined number of points. And when a win-
ning card includes in addition the complete com-~
bination of the word appearing in column 27, he

A player or caller may then-
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will receive a special point premium. For ex-
ample, if the card 24 were the winning card, the
holder thereof would receive a special credit be-~
cause the complete word “Pcker” also appears
thereon; whereas winners with other cards, such
as 23 and 28, would receive a lesser credit inas-
much as the complete word “Poker” does not
appear thereon.

Because of the fact that the arrangement of
lines and columns is such as to provide a sequen-
tial arrangement of numbers which continues
from one line to the next, and because there is
also a plurality of series of letters in a vertical
column arranged to spell a readily recognizable
word, the determination of a winner with each
movement of the roller can be effected in a mini-
mum of time. This arrangement has a decided
advantage over the conventional Bingo game, for
example, wherein there are haphazard arrange-
ments of numerals, requiring a careful scanning
of the eard and a consequent loss of time in de-
termining the winning combination. With the
present invention, however, it has been found
that the game proceeds with great rapidity, since
the special sequential arrangement of numbers
and letters enables, as aforesaid, an immediate
recognition of the chance-selected row. The
game can thus continue at a fast pace, the rapid
fire selections adding both interest and excite-
ment; and it has been found that the game may
be played over a long period of time without the
fatigue and eyestrain that frequently results from
games requiring a careful scrutiny of cards.
Furthermore, the employment of a mechanical
device for obtaining chance-selections of rows
adds both play-appeal and novelty to the game.
Moreover, the combination of both numeral and
letter sequences provides considerable variety to
the play and thereby adds.to the interest. It is
particularly to be noted that the continuous se-
quence of both numerals and letters makes my
invention adaptable for playing a game suggest-
ing straight poker winning. combinations which
has a fascination for all players of the game of
poker.

In the above description, the mventmn has heen
disclosed merely by way of example and in pre-
ferred manner; but obvicusly many variations
and modifications may be made therein. It is to
be understood, therefore, that the invention is not
limited to any specific form or manner of prac-
ticing same, except insofar as such limitations are
specified in the appended claims.

I.claim:

1. In a game apparatus, a movably mounted
sheet having thereon a plurality of spaced rows
of symbols, and a row indicafor adjacent said
sheet, said rows comprising a plurality of series
of numbers continuing from row to row, each
series being sequentially arranged, said appara-
tus also including a plurality of cards each
having thereon a plurality of rows of symbols
corresponding in position, value and sequence to
a selected group of adjacent rows on said sheet.

2. In a game apparatus, a movably mounted
sheet having thereon a plurality of spaced rows
of symbols, and a row indicator adjacent said
sheet, said rows comprising a plurality of series
of numbers continuing from row to row, each
series being sequentially arranged, there being
less symbols in each row than there are num-
bers in each series, those series of numbers that
are incomplete on one row continuing to the
next row.

3. In a game apparatus, the combination ac-
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cording to claim 2, 'said apparatus also including
a plurality of cards each having thereon a plu-
rality of rows of symbols corresponding in posi-
tion, value and sequence to a selected group of
adjacent rows on said sheet.

4, In a game apparatus, a movably mounted
sheet having thereon a plurality of spaced trans-
verse rows and at least one longitudinal column
of symbols, and a row indicator adjacent said
sheet, said rows comprising a plurality of series
of numbers continuing from row to row, each
series being sequentially arranged, said column
containing a plurality of letters constituting a
predetermined word, said letters being sequen-
tially arranged in adjacent rows to form said
word, said apparatus also including a plurality
of cards each having thereon a plurality of rows
of symbols corresponding in position, value, 10~
tation and sequence to a selected group of ad-
jacent rows on said sheet.

5. In a game apparatus, a movably mounted
sheet having thereon a plurality of spaced trans-
verse rows and at least one longitudinal column
of symbols, and a row indicator adjacent said
sheet, said rows comprising a plurality of series
of numbers continuing from row to row, each
series being sequentially arranged, said column
containing s plurality of series of letters, each
series forming a predetermined word, said let-
ters being sequentially arranged in adjacent rows
to form said word.

6. In a game apparatus, a movably mounted
sheet having thereon a plurality of spaced trans-
verse rows and at least one longitudinal column
of symbols, and a row indicator adjacent said
sheet, said rows comprising a plurality of series
of numbers continuing from row to row, each
series being sequentially arranged, said column
containing a plurality of series of letters, each
series forming & predetermined word, said letters

being sequentially arranged in adjacent rows to .

form said ‘word, each of said series of letters
being separated from the next series by at least
one transverse row of symbols.

7. In a game apparatus, the -combination ac-
cording to.claim 6, said transverse rows of sym-
bols separating said series of letter comprising
numerals extending along the entire length of
said rows.

8. In a game apparatus, a movably mounted
sheet having thereon a plurality of spaced trans-
verse rows and a longitudinal column of symbols,
and a row indicator adjacent -said sheet, said
rows comprising a plurality of series of numbers
continuing from row to row, each series being
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9. In a game apparatus, a movably mounted

sheet having thereon a plurality of spaced rows

of ‘symbols, and a row indicator adjacent said

- sheet, said rows comprising a plurality of series of

numbers continuing from row to row, each series
being sequentially arranged, said apparatus also

- including a plurality of cards each having there-
. on a plurality of rows of symbols corresponding

10

in. position, value and sequence to a selected
group of adjacent rows on said sheet.

10. In a game apparatus, a casing having
oppositely disposed lateral walls, two pairs of

- parallel slotted portions extending obliquely down
: from the upper edges of said walls, a pair of

rollers rotatably mounted within said slotted
portxons and disposed between said walls, a con-

“tinuous sheet mounted over said rollers, an in-

dicator on one of said walls adjacent said sheet,

: said sheet having thereon a plurality of spaced

rows of symbols, said rows comprising a plu-
rality of series of numbers continuing from row

“to.Tow, each series being sequentially arranged.

11. In a game apparatus, 2 casing having op-
positely disposed lateral walls, two pairs of paral-
lel slotted portions extending obliquely down
from the upper edges of said walls, a pair of

" rollers rotatably mounted within said slotted
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sequentially arranged, said column contfaining a -

plurality of letters constituting a predetermined

word, said letters being sequentially arranged at -

a marginal edge of said sheet adjacent sald
transverse rows.

portions and disposed between said walls, a con-
tinuous sheet mounted over said rollers, an in-
dicator on one of said walls adjacent said sheet,
said sheet having thereon a plurality of spaced

‘transverse rows and at least one longitudinal

column of symbols, said rows comprising a plu-
rality of series of numbers continuing from row
to row, each series being sequentially arranged,
said column containing a plurality of series of
letters, each series forming a predetermined word,
said letters being sequentially arranged in ad-
jacent rows to form said word, said apparatus
also including a plurality of cards each having
thereon a plurality of rows of symbols corre-

‘sponding in position, value, rotation and sequence

to a selected group of adjacent rows on said

sheet.
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