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This invention relates to roll-type dispensers, and in
particular to a rack for holding packaged dispensing rolls,
such as rolls of wax paper, impermeable plastic sheet, and
metal foil, which are sold in carboard boxes having a
serrated edge for guided tearing. While the packaged dis-
Pensing roll represents a degree of convenience, it is
nevertheless attended with certain shortcomings. For in-
stance, during non-use it is stored away in a cupboard,
and must be brought out, intermittently, for brief periods,
and returned to storage. Also, it requires the use of both
hands, to open the flap, and tear off a sheet, which is not
only inconvenient and annoying, but also frequently re-
sults in irregular tearing.

It is, therefore, an object of the invention to provide a
holding rack for roll dispensing packages, which is capable
of mounting in a location adapted for ready use of the
dispenser. Another object is to provide a holder for dis-
pensers which enables manipulation with a single hand.
More particularly, it is an object to provide a holder with
open-work structure, which is not only economical of
material, but enables access to the package, for utiliza-
tion of its built-in dispensing features. Yet another ob-
ject is to provide a rack with attaching features which are
adjustable for fitting to available wall space. The objects
also include low cost, ease of manufacture, and rugged-
ness combined with reliability of operation.

These and other objects, which will be apparent, are at-
tained by the present invention which may be briefly de-
scribed as comprising a rack in the form of a rectangular
cage, formed of wire stock, with minimized structural
members, and a rod hinged at one end and adapted to be
locked in position spanning the length of the rack above
the dispensing package, to retain it within the rack, while
leaving the dispensing flap of the package free for swing-
ing movement.

For a more detailed description, reference is made to
the following specification, as illustrated in the drawings,
in which:

FIGURE 1 is a front elevational view of the cage-form
rack, showing, in broken lines, an adjusted position of the
swinging, lock bar, and the mounting legs bent to adjusted
positions,

FIGURE 2 is a top plan view of the cage, partly in sec-
tion, as seen along the line 2—2 of FIGURE 1,

FIGURE 3 is a sectional view taken along the line 3—3
of FIGURE 2,

FIGURE 4 is a sectional view taken along the line 4—4
of FIGURE 2, showing a dispensing package within the

_rack, and

FIGURE 5 is a partial perspective view of the rack.

Referring to the drawings by characters of reference,
there is shown an elongated, rectangular rack of 'open-
work structure, composed of wire-like elements or rods,
comprising three, identical U-form slings, or ribs 16, hav-
ing horizontal bottom sections 12, front vertical legs 14,
and rear vertical legs 16, with each set of corresponding
sections arranged in a common plane, The slings are lo-
cated, respectively, at the two ends and the mid, transverse
plane of the rack, and are connected by a pair of longi-
tudinally-extending rods 18 and Z0, at diagonally opposite
corners of the rack, as well as a rod 22 extending along
the under side of the rack, medially of the width thereof,
and extending beyond the ends of the rack. The parts
may be secured together by welding, soldering or brazing.
Froat, vertical sections 14 of the slings 10 have outwardly-
curved, upper ends 24, in the outer concavity of which
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the rod 18 is attached. Rod 20 is attached to the under
sides of the cross members 12 of the slings. The upper
ends of rear sections 16 of the slings are bevelled on the
inner side, as at 26, and this feature, as well as the out-
wardly-turned upper ends of the front sections 14 facili-
tates lodgment of the dispensing package in the rack, and
avoids damage to the package.

For attachment to a wall, cupboard, or other location,
the rack is provided with a pair of rods 28, each secured,
centrally of its length, to one of the respective end sec-
tions 16 of the slings, in tangential and parallel relation,
and each rod 28 has bent loops 30 at each end, for re-
ception of attaching screws 32. As shown by the broken
lines in FIGURE 1, the outer portions of rods 28 may be
bent to locate the screw-receiving loops in different posi-
tions to meet the requirements of available space, and the
upper two of these bends will be located just above a
borizontally-disposed rod 34, secured at its ends to the
mounting rods 28.

The longitudinal rod 22 below the rack has two further
functions, in that it forms part of the hinge for the upper,
swinging, lock rod 36, and also forms an anchor for the
latching thereof. Thus, at one end the rod 22 has an up-
wardly-bent, vertical section 38, with a loop 40 at its
upper end, which loop is interengaged with a loop 42 on
one end of lock rod 36. The latter, at its other end, has
a laterally-bent section 44, the outer end of which is
formed into a hook 46, which engages the protruding,
free end of the lower rod 22.

From the foregoing, the merits of the device will be ob-
vious. For hanging on a wall space, it is merely neces-
sary to apply screws through the loops 36, bending the
rods 28, if necessary, to comport with the available space,
or to reach a position favorable to screw-fastening. With
the rack in place, the dispensing package 48, shown in
broken lines in FIGURES 2 and 5, and in solid lines in
FIGURES 3 and 4, is inserted in the rack, after lifting
the swinging rod 36 out of the way, deposit of the pack-
age being facilitated by turned ends 24 and bevelled ends
26 of the slings. After deposit of the package, the rod
36 is swung downward into pressing engagement along
the top of the package 48, and its end hook 46 engaged
with the extending end of rod 22. As seen in FIGURES
3 and 4, the lock rod 36 is so located that it offers no inter-
ference with the free movement of the swinging flap 50 of
the package. -In its location, and range of influence, the
Tock rod 36 is similar to the thumb of a user in the ordi-
nary, two-handed manipulation, and it ‘may be said that
the lock rod, in cooperation with the rack, takes the place
of one hand of the user, freeing it for other, and demand-
ing tasks.  Since the package is trapped in the cage, se-
lected lengths of sheet are easily torn off by a downward
sweep with one hand.

Generally speaking, whereas a preferred embodiment
has been shown and described, various modifications will
be apparent, in the light of this disclosure, and the inven-
tion should not, therefore, be deemed as limited, except
insofar as shall appear from the spirit and scope of the
appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A holding rack for roll dispensing packages com-
prising an elongated, open-work cage of assembled, rod-
like elements, comprising a plurality of spaced, parallel
U-form rib sections, with outer and inner legs, the
tops of the outer legs of said sections being curved
outwardly, a first rod atiached to said outer legs, near
the tops thereof in the concave part of said curved por-
tion, a second rod secured to the under sides of said sec-
tions near the inner legs thereof, the tops of the inner
legs of said sections being bevelled on the inner side, a
third rod secured to the under sides of said sections,
medially of the width thereof, and extending longitu-
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dinally of the cage, beyond the ends thereof, with a trans-
versely-disposed end portion extending in the direction
of the tops of said legs, and having a looped end, a fourth
rod having a looped end engaging the first-mentioned
looped end, said fourth rod being of a length to extend

beyond said cage, lengthwise thereof, and having a trans-

versely-disposed end portion, with a hooked end, adapted
to engage the extending portion of said third rod, a fifth
and a sixth rod secured, respectively, to the inner legs of
the end rib sections in parallel and tangential relation
thereto, said latter rods extending above and below the
cage, and having looped ends, and a seventh red secured
to said lafter rods.

2. A holding rack for roll dispensing packages com-
prising an elongated, open-work cage of assembled, rod-
like elements, comprising a plurality of spaced, parallel
U-form rib sections, with outer and inner legs, a first
rod attached to said outer legs near the top thereof, a
second rod secured to the under sides of said sections near
the inner legs thereof, a third rod secured to the under
sides of said sections, medially of the width thereof and
extending longitudinally of the cage, beyond the ends
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thereof, with a transversely-disposed end portion extend-
ing in the direction of the tops of said legs, and having
a looped end, a fourth rod having a looped end engaging
the first-mentioned looped end, said fourth rod being of a
length to extend beyond said cage, lengthwise thereof, and
having a transversely-disposed end portion, with a hooked
end, adapted to engage the extending portion of said
thrid rod, a fifth and @ sixth rod secured, respectively,
to the inner legs of the end rib sections in parallel and
tangential relation thereto, said latter rods extending above
and below the cage, and having looped ends, and a
seventh rod secured to said latter rods.
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