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This invention relates to merry-go-rounds
and the object of the invention is to provide
a merry-go-round of the type which may be
easily operated by one or more of the occu-
& pants being particularly adapted for use by

children and which is to be

dy-Ped-About”.

known as a “Kid-

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide an occupant operated merry-go-round
which is simple in ‘construction and which
may be manufactured from inexpensive ma-

terials.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a merry-go-round which is of such size

that it may be set up in a

small space, thus

permitting of its use as a healthful and amus-

ing exercising device for

which may be set up within the confines of

their home yards.
Another object of the in

vide a merry-go-round having a minimum

number of parts, which a

children and one

vention is to pro-

re strong in con-

struction, certain in operation, and which
will not often need repair even when con-

stantly used. :
I accomplish the above

and other objects

of the invention by means of the construction
shown in the accompanying drawings, in

which

Fig. 1is a plan of a merry-go-round em-

bodying my invention;
Fig. 2 is a section on the
1, partly broken away;

line 2—2 of Fig.

¥ig. 3 is a perspective of the back for the
operator’s seat and the rear portion of the

seat;

Fig. 4 is a perspective
tion of the operator’s seat
therefor;

of the front por-
and.the support

Fig. 5 is a plan of the spike tocth wheel
comprising one element of my invention; and
Fig. 6 is a vertical section of the same.

On the drawings, in wh

views therect, 1 indicates

ich like reference

5 characters indicate like parts on all of the

the central post

which is supported on a lower casting 2, the

casting being suitably sun]

k into the ground

or otherwise firmly fixed. A cap 3 is provid-

ed for the top of the post.

Ball bearings are

provided between the casting 2 and the post

and between the cap 3 and the post.
Attached to and extending outwardly from

the cap 8 are guy wires 4 which are suitably

anchored in the ground as at 5. Supporting !

poles 6 are provided for the guy wires and

“turn buckles 7 for drawing them taut and

thus serving to steady the post.

A casting 8 is secured at a suitable posi- .
tion on the post 1, the casting being formed -
preferably with a plurality of sockets or re-
cesses in which a series of radial rods 9 are
received and secured. :

A second series of radial rods 10 are also
socured to the casting 8 and alternate with
the rods 9. The rods 9 are formed of more
substantial material, or are stronger con-

- structions of the same material than the rods

10, since the former rods support the larger

proportion of the weight of the seats and 7

the operating elements, as will presently ap-
pear. :
Connecting the rods 9 and 10 is a continu-
ous member 11, formed of a series of rods,
this construction serving to strengthen the
structure and also provide a Ieans, in con-
nection with the rods 9 and 10, for support-
ing the seats 12 adjacent the outer ends of the
radiating rods. These seats12 may be of any.
desired design being préferably provided -
with means, such as a sloping seat and re-
taining arms, for preventing the rider from
being thrown out of his seat during the op-
eration of the merry-go-round. "
Within the circumference of the continu-
ous member 11, one or more seats 13 for the
operators are mounted on the rods 9 and
10. Depending from the rods 9 on which the

operator’s seat is mounted are bars 14, suit--,

ably spaced so as to support a crank shaft
15. If desired, metal bearings for the crank
shaft may be provided on the bars.

The crank shaft is formed to provide ped-
als 16. Between two of the bars 14 an op-
erating wheel 17 is mounted on the crank
shaft near its inner end. This wheel 17 is
provided with spike teeth 18, each tooth hav-
ing a pointed end, the purpose of which will
be apparent as the description proceeds. The
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wheel is formed from a plurality of these
teeth secured between plates 19.

The wheel 17 is adapted to travel on 2
track of special construction. The track com-

prises a channel bar 20, concentrically ar-
ranged with respect to the post 1. Extend-

ing between the sides of the bar 20 at regular
intervals are rods 21, which provide spaces
into which the spile teeth of the wheel enter.
The track is sultably secured to the ground
or supporting surface, as by embedding it in
cement.

When the operator, seated on the seat 13
operates the pedals to turn the wheel 17, the
spike teeth enter the spaces between the tie
rods, the step-by-step movement of the wheel
rotating the entire device, including the seat
mounting structure and the seats. It pref-
erable, the track may be made from two cir-
cular bands instead of a channel bar.

Additional wires for supporting and
steadying the structure are shown at 22
which extend from the post to the radial bars.

Tn order that the merry-go-round may be
operated by persons of different ages and
sizes, T have provided a means for adjust-
ing the operator’s seat 13 so that it may be
raised and lowered as desired. This means
for adjusting the seat comprises the back 23
which is secured to the radial rod 9. The
ceat back is formed of a series of slats 24
between the outer pairs of which are a series
of horizontal nails or supporting bars 25.
On the adjacent rod 10 is mounted an up-
wardly extending support 26 provided with
a series of bars 27. The operator’s seat is
provided at one end with a pair of hooks 28

‘which are adapted to engage over the nails
“or bars 25, while the narrowed front portion

99 of the seat is adapted to rest on one of the
bars 27.

While T am aware that it has previously
been proposed in a somewhat similar apna-
ratus to provide a gear wheel meshing with
a toothed track for operating the apparatus,
it is novel, so far as I am aware, to provide
a track that is formed with open spaces and
a wheel having spike teeth which operates
therein, which structure obviates the cbvi-
ous difficulties that occur when dirt collects
on a gear wheel, and when the intermeshing
parts become worn and thus interfere with
the movement of the device and often render
it totally inoperative.

The merry-go-round, as shown, is prefer-
ably constructed almost entirely from wood,
thus cheapening the structure and permit-
ting of the renewal of any parts at minimum
expense.

T do not wish to limit myself to the use of
any particular material, since it is obvious
that many of the parts could be constructed
of metal.

Having thus described my invention what

1,854,568

T claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States, 1s:

In a merry-go-round, a circular track, a
supporting post concentrically mounted
therewith, a plurality of rods radiating from
said post, a wheel depending from one of
said rods adapted to cooperate with said
irack to rotate said post and radial rods, an
upwardly extending back on said mentioned
rod, an upwardly extending support on the
next adjacent rod, and an operator’s seat
adapted to be secured between said last men-
tioned rods, the rear of said seat being ad-
justably mounted on said upwardly extend-
ing back and the front of sald seat being ad-
justably mounted on said support.

Tn testimony whereof 1 hereunto affix my
signature.

R T JONES.
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