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To all uwhom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JOHN F. WOLLENSAK, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Chi 
cago, Illinois, have made certain new and use 

5 ful Improvements in Letter-Boxes, of which 
the following is a specifiation. 
The object of my invention is to make boxes 

for receiving letters and other mail matter 
usually used in aparment houses detachable, 

Io so that its various parts may be readilly taken 
apart and put together at the place of use 
Without disturbing the wood or marble slabs 
Or Wainscoting to which they are attached; 
and my invention consists in the features amd 

I 5 details of construction hereinafter described 
and claimed. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
'view of one of my improved letter boxes; 
and Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the rear 

2o portion showing the method of combining the 
parts forming the box. 

In making my improved letter box, I make 
a face plate, A, of a piece of metal of the de 
sired size and shape. This plate is provided 

25 with the usual aperture, a, for the introduc 
tion of letters and other matter, and with a 
door, A', to permit access to the box for the 
removal of its contents. The door may also 
be provided with a recess, a’, for the insertion 

3o of a name card, and with an opening, Aº, con 
taining a pane of glass or a piece of reticu 
lated material to permit the owner to see 
whether anything is contained in the box. 
The face plate is provided on its rear side at 

35 top and bottom with lugs B, which may be 
cast integral with the plate. It is also pro 
vided with longitudinal ribs, B”, and with 
lugs, b, which may also be cast integral with 
the plate. The lugs are arranged outside of 

4o the ribs and with a desired space between 
them, as shown in Fig. 2. The bottom and 
top pieces, C, are intended to be connected or 
fastened to the face plate by means of screws, 
c, passing through the same into screw thread 

45 ed holes in the lugs B. The bottom and top 
pieces are also provided with lugs, c', pro 
jecting inwardly from their inner surfaces. 
One or more lugs, cº, should be located a de 
sired distance inside of the outer row oflugs, 

5o so that there will be a space or groove be 
tween the inner and outer lugs, as there is 
between the ribs B” and lugs b, on the back 

of the face plate. The body portion, D, of 
the letter box is made of tin, which may be 
bent out of one piece, so as to form the back 
and sides, or made in three separate pieces, 
with the edges interlocking, as at d, in Fig. 2. 
I prefer to make them as shown in the draw 
ings, as when thus made they can be readily 
taken apart for the purpose of shipment. 

In putting the letter box together the bot 
tom is fastened in place and the body portion, 
if made as shown in the drawings, assembled 
together and slid in from the top, with its 
side edges resting in the groove formed by 
the ribs B" and lug b, of the face plate, and 
with its end edges resting in the groove 
formed between the lugs c’ and cº. When the 
body portion of the box has thus been slid 
into position, the top is put on and held by a 
screw passing into the top lug B, with its lugs 
c', cº, embracing the top edge of the sides and 
back of the body portion. In this way, the 
body portion is securely fastened and held in 
position. 
Although I have shown the bottom of the 

box as made of a solid piece or plate, yet, if 
preferred, it may be made of perforated or 
reticulated material, so that any dlust getting 
into the box may fall through and leave the 
box clean. I may also say that the lugs on 
the back of the face plate and on the end 
pieces may be cast as continuous ribs, instead 
of being disconnected, as shown in the draw 
ings, or the ribs may be cast as separate lugs, 
and in the claims I shall use the word “lugs” 
to cover either separate lugs or continuous 
ribos. 
By making the letter box as above described, 

it may be taken to pieces and arranged in a flat 
package for the purpose of storage or ship 
ment. When it is desired to apply it to use, 
it may be put together and fastened to the 
wood or marble slab or wainscoting by screws 
through the holes E, with the body portion 
inserted through the slab or wainscoting, so 
as to bring the face plate flush therewith. 
When desired to remove it it, can be readily 
taken out by removing the screws holding it 
in place, without removing or disturbing the 
slab or material to which it is fastened. 
What I regard as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is-- 
1. A self contained letter box for houses, 
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comprising a face plate having an opening 
for the insertion of mail matter and a door 
through which the mail matter may be ex 
tracted, means by which the face plate may 
be secured to a supporting wall, end plates 
forming the top and bottom of the boxes de 
tachably secured to the rear of the face plate 
and provided with in wardly projecting lugs 
adapted to receive, and support in position a 
sheet metal body portion, and a slneet metal 
body portion adapted to be held in place by 
the end pieces of the boxes, substantially as 
described. 

2. A self-contained letter box for houses, 
comprising a face plate having an opening 
for the insertion of mail matter and a door 
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through which the mail matter may be re 
moved, means by which the face plate may 
be secured to a supporting wall, end plates 
forming the top and bottom of the boxes de 
tachably secured to the rear of the face plate 
and provided with in wardly projecting lugs 
adapted to receive and support in position a 
sheet metal body portion, and a sheet metal 
body portion built up of several pieces of 
sheet metal detachably secured to each other 
and adapted to be held in position by the endl 
pieces, substantially as described. 

JOHN F. WOLLENSAK. 
Witnesses: 

FRED. D. EARLIL, 
ADDISON E. STONIE. 
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