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7'o all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, WARNER. F. ZACHER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Fargo, in the county of Cass and State of 
North Dakota, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Changeable 
Signs; and I do hereby declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description o 
the invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same. 
This invention relates to a changeable sign 

or exhibitor. - 
The object is to provide a novel, improved 

and simplified construction having individ 
ual interchangeable letters or display pan 
els to enable different signs to be provided at 
will, usually electrically illuminated, and of 
the equivalent construction to that herein 
after described with reference to accompany 
ing drawings, of one practical embodiment, 
and then claimed. 
In said drawings:- 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the im 
proved changeable sign; 

Figure 2 is a plan view thereof; 
Figure 3 is a cross section on the line 3-3 

of Figure 1: 
Figure 4 is a detail view of the sign frame 

proper with several panels placed therein; 
Figure 5 is a detail perspective view of 

one of the fastening strips, and 
Figure 6 is a detail perspective view of the 

fastening block member for the panels. 
Referring specifically to the drawings 

wherein like reference characters designate 
like or similar parts, a casing A is provided 
of any suitable shape and made of any de 
sired material, preferably being a composite 
metal and wood structure. This casing is 
adapted to be illuminated in any suitable 
manner, as by one or more electric lamps 7 
to which current is supplied by wires 8 in 
circuit with any suitable source of current Supply. 
At the front, said casing A is open and 

along its edges at the sides and bottom is 
provided with a groove or channel 9. At 
the top, the casing is cut away at 10 to a suit 
able distance in the rear of the channel 9. 
An opaque or transparent sign B is adapt 

ed to be removably disposed in the channel 9 
for illumination from the lamps 7. This 
sign B has a frame 11, rectangular in shape, 
one end of which at 12 is pivoted to the re 
mainder at 13 and adapted to be detachably 

fastened thereto by a hook 13 engageable 
With an eye 14 on appropriate parts of the 
frame. Said frame11 comprises side and 
end bars as shown being of channel forma 
tion or U-shaped in cross section so as to pro 

cent panel 17 of any desired color or ma 
terial is disposable in the grooves. 16. Also 
disposable in said grooves 16 are individual 
sign panels 18 some of which have letters 
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vide grooves 16. A transparent or translu 

65 

or other data provided thereon as at 19, pref 
erably by stenciling so that the rays of light 
from lamp 7 may penetrate the same. 
Others of the panels 18 are plain and serve 
as fillers as shown. These panels are prefer 
ably disposed in rows one upon the other and 
extending longitudinally of the frame. 
Two rows may be used as illustrated in Fig 
ure 1. The ends outermost of the panels 18 
of the rows are disposed in the adjacent . 
grooves 16. Disposed on the adjacent ends 
of said panels 18 are substantially U-shaped 
resilient clips 20. These clips are prefer 
ably of the same size and of a length equiva 
lent to the width of the panels. The clips 
20 of the transversely alined panels contact 
as shown. Due to the provision of the clips 
20, the panels 18 may be maintained with 
their outer ends disposed in the grooves 16 
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against displacement. Fastening of said 
panels 18 in such manner is further secured, 
by means of a block or fastening strip 21 
which has a longitudinally extending groove 
22 therein. This block is slidable longitudi 
nally either in front of or in rear of the 
panels but preferably in front of them as 
shown, with the groove 22 receiving portions 
or adjacent flanges 20 of the clips 20 pro 
jecting beyond the panels 18 with the free 
longitudinal edges of said flanges in fric 
tional contact with the upper and lower 
walls of the block 21 at the groove 22. The 
block also serves to maintain all of the clips 
20 in a linement and avoids relative lateral 
movement of the panels 18 at their meeting 
edges when arranged in rows as shown. 

It will be understood that the panels 18 
may be selectively used to build up an ap 
propriate sign within the frame 11, while the 
end or closure 12 is open. After such sign 
has been built up, with the clips 20 interme 
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diate the adjacent ends of the panels of the 
rows, and the block 21 in place, closure 12 
is fastened and the frame as a whole is in 
serted into the channel 9, through the open 
ing 10. When it is desired to illuminate the 
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sign, the appropriate switch or switches for 
the lamps 7 are closed. The light from the 
lamps 7 passes through the letters 19 and the 
panel 17 and thus produces an illuminated 
SO. 
Éhanges within the spirit and scope may 

be resorted to. 
Having thus described my invention what 
claim is:- 
1. A sign having a frame, two rows of 

panels, means to removably mount said pan 
els therein. clips at opposed ends of said 
panels, said frame in combination with said 
clips being adapted to retain the panels, a 
fastening member having a groove, and said 
clips having portions receivable in said 
grooves in frictional contact with the walls 
thereof. 

2. A sign, having a frame, two rows of 
panels, means to removably mount said pan 
els therein, clips substantially U-shaped in 
cross section straddling opposed ends of said 
panels and being in contact, said frame in 
combination with said clips being adapted to 
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retain the panels, a fastening strip having a 
groove, and said clips having portions ex 
tending into said groove with their adjacent 
terminal edges in frictional contact with the 
walls thereof. 

3. A sign having a frame consisting of 
channelled bars, one of said bars being a 
movable closure, means to secure said closure 
against movement relatively to the remain 
der of the frame, sign panels in two rows 
having their outer ends, removably disposed 
in the channels of the bars, retaining clips 
for the sign panels insertible intermediate 
the opposed ends of the rows of panels, 
flanges on said clips, a fastening strip hav 
ing a groove into which said flanges extend, 
and said flanges frictionally engaging walls 
in said groove. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
WARNER. F. ZACHER. 

Witnesses: 
S. C. UTHUs, 
LYMAN MILLER. 
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