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"UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE,

W. MT. STORM, OF NEW YORK, N. Y., ASSIGNOR TO ALLAN CUMMINGS, OF
SAME PLACE.

APPARATUS FOR STAMPING MILK-CANS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 21,473, dated September 7, 1858

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM MONTGOMERY
StorwM, of the city, county, and State of New
York, have invented a new and Improved
Press for Stamping Milk-Cans; and I do here-
by declare that the following is a full, clear,
and exact description of the same, reference
beinghad totheaccompanying drawings,form-
ing part of this specification, in which—

Figure1is a perspective view of a milk-can
marked by my improved method. Fig. 2 is
an elevation of the stamping-press which I
employ for the purpose. Fig. 3isa plan of
the same. Figs. 4 and b are respectively a
plan and section of one of the trade-mark
plates which I employ.

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts in the several figures.

To explain the object of my invention, it will
be necessary first to state that much of the
milk used in cities is conveyed in cans from
the country producers to the city dealers by
railroad, and the empty cans are returned by
similar conveyance, and as in every train or
every car conveying milk there will be cans

- belonging to several owners,it is necessary that

each can should be marked in a conspicuous
manner with the names or initials of the own-
er, that it may be identified. The common
method is to apply on the breast of the can,
which is the most conspicuous part, letters of
sheet-brass, which are attached by soldering;
but the cans are frequently stolen and their
identification prevented by the removal of
these letters. Again, it is common for the
manufacturers of cans to attach a trade-mark
stamped in thin sheet-brass by soldering to the
can, and other dishonest manufacturers ob-
taining cans for repair or by other means will
frequently remove the trade-mark of the origi-
nal manufacturer and attach their own as a
means of advertising.

The object of my invention is to preventthe
removal both of the proprietor’s mark and the
manufacturer’s trade-mark. I prevent there-
moval of the former by producing raised or
sunk letters in the metal (tin-plate) of which
the canis constructed. This could be done in
a common stamping-press if the parties re-
quiring the cans would allow the manufacturer

time to make the cans after receiving their or-
ders,in which case the plates would be stamped
before being made up into the cans; but this is
not customary, and the -manufacturer is re-
quired to keep the cans on band, so that it is
only necessary on receiving an order to mark
them.

It has been the want of some suitable, con-
venient means of producing the letters in the
plates of metal of which the can is composed
after they have been made that has caused the
old system of marking by soldering on the let-
ters to be adhered to; and it is in a press for
producing thelettersin the metal of which the
can is composed that my invention consists,
such press being used in such a manner as to
provide at the same time for the convenient
and secure attachment of trade-marks.

To explain my method of producing the let-
ters, I will first deseribe the small portable
stamping-press which I employ in the process.

A isaniron bloek, which may be considered
as the bed of the press, curved, as shown in
Fig. 1, to correspond nearly with the interior
of the breast of the can, and having securely
and permanently attached to it the rods B B,
which connect the head-block C. This head-
block is curved like the bed-piece A, and is
made of a form somewhat resembling the let-
ter S, as shown in Fig. 3, in order that it may
be disconnected from the rods B B by turning
it in the manner shown in Fig. 2 in red out-
line. The said rods B B are provided with
heads b b, Fig. 2, large enough to prevent the
head-block passing over them. ,

D is the follower, curved to correspond with
the bed-piece and head-block, and having se-
cured toit guide-rods L I3, which work through
holes in the head-block.

G is a screw screwing through the head-
block and having the follower attached.

F F are movable dies fitted into the bed-
piece A, and having cut, engraved, or other-
wise produced upon them the names or let-
ters to be produced upon the cans.

¥ B’ are corresponding dies fitted to the fol-
lower. One set of these dies have the names
or letters raised upon them, and the other set
have them sunk within them, and the two sets’
are so arranged that the elevated letters of the
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one seb fit into the depressed ones of the other:
The dies are all made movable, that different
letters or names may beused in the same press.

To stamp a can with this press two cireular
holes are made in the breast of the can of suit-
ablesize and at a suitable distance apart tore-
ceive the rods B B, while the dies F* F are in a
position to stamp the can in the proper place.
The position of these holes is indicated by the
circles ¢ ¢ in Fig. 1. The bed-piece and at-
tached rods B B without the head-block and
follower are then passed into the can through
its mouth, and the rods B B are passed through
the holes a to the exterior of the can, where
the head-block and the follower are applied
to them., The screw G is then serewed up to
draw the follower and bed-piece toward each
other, and bring the dies upon the can with
sufficient force to produce the impression of
their letters upon it. When this has been
done, the serew G is turned back far enough
to loosen its grip and the bead-block C turned
out of the way of the rods B B, as shown in
Fig. 8 in red color, leaving the rods B B free
to be removed from the holes by withdrawal
intothecan. Thetwo holesformed to receive
the rods B B of the press are closed up by cir-
cular plates H H, one of which is represgnted
in Figs. 4and 5. Onthese plates are stamped
or engraved the trade-mark, the said plates
being made with a depression, b’ ¥/, to fit the

holes, and with a flange, ¢ ¢, to be soldered to
the can all round the hole. This method of
applying the trade-mark plates renders it much
more difficult to change them than when they
are simply flat plates soldered to the face of
the metal-of the can, as those which are to be
substituted must be of a proper size to fit the
holes. R

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The press with the counterpart die-bearers
forming segments of two concentric circles to

fit the exterior and interior of the ‘‘breast’’ of

a narrow-mouthed can, and having the mova-
ble S-shaped head-block carrying the follower
by guide-rods, as shown, on the one part or

“die-bearer, while the counterpart die-bearer

is provided with rods with heads that pass
through holes provided in the can to catch
upon the head-block, the whole being so con-
structed that the two parts of the press may
be combined and operated through the thick-
ness of the can, to perform its office, and there-
after be readily separated and removed, sub-
stantially as deseribed, the purpose being to
facilitate the marking of such cans after their
construction is completed.
_ WM. MT. STORM.
‘Witnesses: '
- R. W. FENWICK,
H. H. Youne.
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