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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-4

An in vitro method for screening agents inducing islet cell
neogenesis or duct-to-islet cell transdifferentiation, which
comprises the steps of

(a) expanding in vitro cells of a duct-like structure
obtained by inducing cystic formation in cells in or
associated with post-natal islets of Langerhans;

(b) treating said expanded cells of said duct-like structure
with an agent being screened; and

(c) determinng potency of said agent of inducing islet cell
differentiation of said duct-like structure in becoming
insulin-producing cells

2. claims: 5-7

A kit comprising
(a) a solid matrix for 3-D culture cells;
(b) a culture medium supplemented

3. claims: 8-12

An islet cell culture, which comprises insulin-producing
islet cells in a suitable culture medium, wherein said islet
cells are characterised and a method for evaluating
biological effects of agents on said cells
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