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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jaums V. MarTaEWS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Har-
risburg, in the county of Dauphin and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and
useful Chain-Securing Device, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to an appliance for
attachment to the vests or other parts of a
gentleman’s apparel its purpose being to pro-
vide means for connecting the ends of watch
chains, whereby the disadvantage of having
to connect them to button-holes in the vest
is avoided.

Ordinarily the chainsof gentlemen’s watches
are provided at their outer ends with Cross-
bars adapted to be engaged with the button-
holes of their coats or vests in the operation
of securing the chain. Now this manner of
attaching the chain is disadvantageons, in so
much as the location of the button-hole often
prevents the connection of the chain in an ad-
vantageous way, and makes it appear cum-
bersome and unhandy.

Now it is the object of my invention to over-
come this disadvantage in a way more effect-
ive than those heretofore proposed..

To this end my invention consists in an or-
namental front plate provided on its inner
side with a securing safety-pin;and at a point
above said pin, or at the upper portion of said
plate, with an eye to which a chain or cord
may be connected. This chain or cord is
adapted to project down the under side of the
plate,and below the same, 80 that the watch-
chain may be connected to it; and in order
that the chain or cord may be held from un-
necessary movement, the lower inner side of
the plate is provided with g guide through
whieh the chain basses, and by which said
movements are prevented. It is my purpose
and practice to variously ornament the plate
S0 that it will present a beautiful appearance,
and so that it may be used as an emblem for
societies and colleges.

In the drawings my invention is fully illus-
trated, and therein—

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
showing it applied as in practice,
and showing a watch-chain attached thereto 5
Fig. 2, a perspective view of the rear portion
of the plate, showing the devices which are

applied thereto and illustrating the relation
of the chain or cord aforesaid therewith; Fig.
3, a view showing a variation in the shape of
the face plate, and how it may be used as an
emblem or badge as aforesaid.

The reference numeral 1 indieates the front
plate, which is shown in Figs. 1 and 2 to be
shaped square, and which may be formed of
any suitable material, such as gold, silver, or
the like. Secured tothe rearside of the plate
1,and extending adjacent to and parallel with
each of the four edges thereof, is the wire 2,
which is provided to permit the attachment
of those deviees carried by the front plate,
This wire is preferably secured to the plate
1 by soldering it thereto, as this is the only
practicable means. The equivalont of the
wire 2 may, however, be found in a rib or
flange formed integral with the front plate,
as will be obvious. '

Soldered to the wire 2, and at the upper por-
tion thereof, is the wire 3, which proceeds in-
wardly and thence transversely parallel with
the plate 1 and with its upper edge, its mid-
dle being formed with an eye 4. This eye 4
is produced by looping the wire 3, as will be
understood from Fig. 2 of the drawings, The
eye 4 is disposed downwardly from the wire
3, and this, while preferable for the sake of
convenience and ease of operation, is not es-
sential.

Located midway the plate 1,and on the rear
side thereof, is the pin 5, which has its inner
end secured to one side of the plate 1, and
formed with a coil 6, whereby it is given a
spring tendency. The free end of the pin 5
projects to and slightly beyond the opposite
edge of the plate 1, and there €O - operates
with the hook 7, which is rigidly secured to

55

6o

75

8o

go

the wire 2 at that point, and which projects

horizontally and inwardly. The inner end of
the pin 5, at the coil 6, is secured to the wire
2 at a point opposite the hook 7, or midway
the plate 1.

Located at the lower extremity of the plate
lis the loop 8, which is formed of a length of
wire having its ends soldered to the wire 2 at
the lower extremities of the vertical portions
thereof. From the ends of this wire the same
extends inwardly and thence horizontally
parallel with the plate and with the lower
edge thereof. The inward extent of the Ioop

95

100



10

15

20

25

2 535,015

8, or its width, is approximately equal to the
distance which the eye 4 has from the plate.
In fact, the eye 4, pin 5, and loop 8 are all
practically vertically aligned.

Connected to the eye 4,and extending par-
allel with the rear side of the plate 1, and
down in front of the pin 5 and through the
loop 8, is the cord or chain 9, which may be of
any kind, either an ornamented chain or a
braided silken cord, and which has its lower
end provided with a loep, so that the free end
of the watch-chain 10 may be passed through
it and so that the usual bar 11 thereof may
bind with it and effect the connection of the
chain.

1t will be observed that the attachment and
arrangement of the cord or chain 9 will per-
mit it to have a limited transverse swing,
which attribute is highly advantageous. - On
the other hand, it is equally apparent that no
unnecessary or disadvantageous movement
will be allowed the said cord or chain, owing
to the operation of theloop 8, the structure of
which has been before explained.

The purpose of the wire 2 is to provide
means for conpecting the various parts of my
invention to the front plate. Were it not for
this device, it would be decidedly inconven-
ient and impracticable to attach them to the
front plate directly, since it would be neces-
sary to form on the said parts foot-like por-
tions taking the place of the wire 2. These
will be both troublesome and expensive, as
will be apparent without further explanation.

Fig. 3 shows the front plate formed in the
shape of a shield, and ornamented with the
elements of the American flag,and illustrates
how the said plate may be shaped in conform-
ity with various badges and emblems, and
may be used to carry such emblems. This at-
tribute makes the invention capable of a two-
fold use, and adds to its efficiency to a very
great degree.

It will be understood, of course, that the de-
sign of Fig. 3 does not exhaust the designs
which my invention is suseeptible of receiv-
ing, and that they could be varied indefinitely
without any change in the substantial por-
tions of the device.

Having described the invention, I claim—

A chain -securing device, consisting of a
front plate provided at its rear side and near
the upper edge thereof, with an eye, and hav-
ing, near its lower edge and at its rear side, a
guiding loop, a cord or chain connected to the
eye and passing through the guiding loop and
projecting below the front plate, and means
secured to the rear side of the front plate
whereby it may be attached to an artiele of
apparel, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein
the presence of two witnesses.

JAMES V. MATTHEWS.

Witnesses:
CHAS. F. KRAMER,
J. WARREN MATTHEWS.
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