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o all whom, it may concern:

Be it known that we, Wirrtiam Bricaes and
Roserr . Scorr, citizens of the Tlnited
States, residing at Youngstown, in the
county of Mahoning and State of Ohio,
have invented new and useful Tmprovements
in Mail-Chutes, of which the following is a
specification.

The invention relates to a mail chute, and
more particularly to the class of suction mo-
tor operated mail chutes.

The primary object of the invention is
the provision of a mail chute wherein mail
matter may be conveyed through the me-
dium of suction from a receiving station or
stations to a delivery station, thus obviating
the necessity of handling the mail in the
ordinary well-known manner.

Another object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a mail chute in which the major
portion thereof is located beneath the
ground surface while the receiving portion
thereof is located on a branch above the
ground surface and the delivery portion lo-
cated on another branch extending into a
depository whereby all mail matter depos-
ited within the chute may be conveyed to
a common point, for distribution, thus ob-
viating the necessity of collecting the mail
from letter boxes as usual.

A further object of the invention is the
provision of a mail chute of this character
which is simple in construction, thoroughly
reliable and efficient in its operation, and in-
expensive in manufacture.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists in the construction, com-
bination and arrangemet of parts as will
be hereinafter more fully described, illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, and
pointed out in the claim hereunto appended.

In the drawings:—Figure 1 is a side ele-
vation of a mail chute constructed in ac-
cordance with the invention, the side wallk
or ground being broken away to show the
point of location of the major portion of the
chute. Fig. 2 is a vertical, longitudinal, sec-
tional view through the chute. Fig. 8 is a
sectional view on the line 3—3 looking in the
direction of the arrow. Tig. 4 is a per-
spective view of an envelop adapted for use
in a mail chute. Fig. 5 is a vertical, longi-
tudinal, sectional view thereof.

Similar reference characters indicate cor-
responding parts throughout the several
views in the drawings.

Referring to the drawings by numerals,
the mail chute comprises a rectangular-
shaped tube or pipe 5, which may be made
from a plurality of sections of any desir-
able length, so that the tube will extend from
one point to another, the said tube being
preferably made from metal, although it
may be made from any other suitable mate-
rial if desired.

At one end of the tube 5 is formed a
branch 6 which extends upwardly at right
angles thereto above the eround surface 7,
while the tube 5 is embedded in the ground
at a point below the suwrface 7 therecof, so
as to extend in a horizontal plane and
mounted upon the branch 6 is a letter re-
ceiver preferably in the form of a box 8,
the outer open end of which is normally
closed by the hinged cover or lid 9, pro-
vided with a finger hold 10 so that the said
lid or cover can be raised or lowered when
desived. On the raising of the lid or cover
mail matter may be deposited within the re-
ceiver for conveying the said mail matter
In a manner presently described.

Located at the opposite end of the tube
5 within a suitable inclosure is a suction
motor 11 which may be of any preferred
type and is designed to effect a continuous
suction in the tube 5 for the conveying of
mail matter deposited therein to a common
point. It is of course understood that any
number of mail receivers may be connected
with the tube 5 for communication there-
with whereby mail matter may be con-
veniently deposited in the chute to be con-
veyved therethrough to the common point
for distribution.

Connected to and depending from the
tube 5 is a curved discharge branch 12
which is located within an inclosure of any
suitable type forming the common center
for the deposit of the mail matter from the
chute, the branch 12 being formed with a
foraminous side wall 13 at its inner end
for forming a partition across the entire
space interiorly of the tube 5 so as to pre-
vent mail matter within the tube from pass-
ing the discharge branch 12 at the point of
communication thereof with the said tube,
thereby obviating the possibility of the mail
matter being conveyed through the tube 5
to the suction motor, but in this manner the
said mail matter will be directed into the
discharge branch 12 and thence into a suit-
able receiver below the same. The forami-
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nous partition 13 will not interfere with

the suction from the motor 11 and Withi‘n _

the tube 5 of the chute.” " "

Adapted to be used in connection with
the mail chute is a specially constructed en-
velop which comprises a body 14 of the ordi-
nary form. The same when sealed and
containing mail matter carries a bellows-
like wing 15, which is adapted to spread
on the insertion of the envelop 14 within the
receiver 8, so as to permit the suction to
impinge against the wing 15 thereby caus-
ing the envelop to be conveyed through the
chute 5 and discharge through the branch 12
into a suitable recelver at a common point
after said envelop has been deposited in the
receiver 8 of the chute. '

From the foregoing description; taken in
connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, it is thought that the construction and
operation of the invention will be clearly
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understood, and therefore, a more extended
explanation has been omitted.

What is claimed ig:—'

The combination with a suction conveyer

- tube and a device for creating suction there-

in, of a carrier comprising a flat body hav-

ing a sealing flap, and a bellows-like wing

engaged with one end of the body and
adapted to be spread on the insertion of the
envelop in the conveyer tube to permit the
suction therein to impinge against the wing
for moving the said carrier through the
tube.

In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM BRIGGS.
ROBERT H. SCOTT.

Witnesses: »
Groree W. TURNEE,
Nurre Ryaw. :

Copies of this patent may be obtained for

five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”” ’ ’
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