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To all twhon, it invay conce77: 
Be it known that I, JOHN FANNON LASH, a 

Subject of the Queen of Great Britain, resid 
ing at the city of Toronto, in the county of 

5 York, in the Province of Ontario, Dominion 
of Canada, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Letter-Files, of which 
the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to that class of let 

to ter-files which consist of one or more arches, 
each alch being so constructed as to be opened 
or separated to admit of papers being strung 
On the file; and it consists, essentially, in con 
structing the parts which make up the arch 

I5 SO that they may be folded down flat upon 
the base or upon a level with it in knockdown 
form for convenience and safety in packing 
for transportation; and it consists, also, in a 
simple and effective manner of joining to 

2O gether the parts of each arch, so that papers 
may be transferred from one part of the arch 
to the other, and that papers on the file will 
not fall off. 
The improvements may be more easily un 

25 derstood by referring to the drawings. . 
Figure 1 is a view of a file with two arches 

constructed with my improvements, showing 
the file set up ready for use. Fig. 2 is a view 
of the same file with the parts which make 

3O up One of the arches folded down flat in 
knockdown form for convenience of packing. 

I call the parts which make up each arch 
One of the parts I “a pair of filing-wires.’ 

call a “filing-wire’ and the other an “arched 
35 transfer-wire.’ 

Referring to the drawings, Fig. 1 or Fig. 2, 
A represents a bed-plate to which a pair of 
filing-wires is secured. 

B represents the filing-wire, and C repre 
At D the 

ends of the filing-wire B are shown hollowed 
out and also with a slot cut in the hollowed 
ends, and the end of the arched transfer-wire 
C is shown interlocked therein. The filing 

45 wire B is hinged or secured to the bed-plate, 
so that it may be rocked away from the arched 
transfer-wire C to receive papers, or it may 
be folded down flat on a level with the bed 
plate A, as shown in Fig. 2. The arched 

5O transfer-wire C is represented as bent at a 
right angle at E and Secured to the bed-plate 

A Within a socket, so that it also may be 
folded down flat, as shown in Fig. 2; but the 
same object-viz., that of packing the file in 
knockdown form-can be attained by sliding 
it out of the socket, or by constructing its con 
nection with the bed-plate in such a mannel' 
as to be separable therefrom, Ostensibly for 
the purpose of laying it down flat in packing 
the file for transportation. Advantages de 
rived by thus folding down the projecting 
parts of arched files are a great saving of 
space in storage, and in shipping quantities 
much smaller packing-boxes and less other 
necessary packing materials are required. 
In order to hold an arched tran?fer-wire up 

in position for use, it may be slid into a slot 
cut in the socket, as at F. This Will steady it 
and give it at its point of juncture with its cor 
responding filing-wire a slight right or left 
tendency, which will assist in keeping it in 
terlocked within the slot D in the cavity in 
the filing-wire B by the natural spring in the 
wire. The same result may be obtained if 
the construction above described be reversed 
by shaping the end of the arched transfer 
wire C, as described, for the end of the filing 
wire B. This mode of joining and keeping 
the ends of the wires together produces a suit 
able joint, over which papers can be passed, 
and also prevents papers from falling off. 

Papers can be filed on either of the wires, 
and by manipulating the papers on the arches 
any desired paper can be taken off or put on 
without taking off any others. 
While I have described herein the pre 

ferred details of construction, it is to be un 
derstood that these details may be modified, 
provided the parts of the arch are adapted to 
turn down in flatform on the base or Support. 

I believe myself to be the first to construct 
a filing-arch the two parts of which are 
hinged or jointed to permit their separation 
when letters are to be applied or removed in 
such manner that when not in action both 
parts may be turned down flatwise upon the 
base or support; and it is to be understood 
that my invention embraces any construction 
the mechanical equivalent of that herein 
shown which permits this folding action. 
What I claim is- - 
1. In a letter-file, the combination of a Suit 
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able base or support and a filing-arch com 
posed of two distinct separable parts hinged 
to fold down flatwise when not in use. 

2. In a letter-file, the combination of a base 
or support and a filing-arch composed of two 
interlocking parts hinged to fold down in dif 
ferent directions when disengaged from each 
other, whereby the interlocking action is 
caused to hold them in operative position. 

3. In a letter-file, the combination of a base 
or Support and two filing-arches, each com 
posed of an arched and a straight member, 
the arched membershinged to fold downward 
and rearward in opposite directions and the 
straight members hinged to fold down in a 
different direction, substantially as and for 
the purpose described and shown. 

25 

4. In a letter-file, the base, the filing-wire 
and an arched wire co-operating therewith, 
and a hinged connection, substantially as 
shown, sustaining the arched wire and allow 
ing the same to fold down sidewise, but re 
sisting its motion in other directions, whereby 
the arch is sustained when in active position, 
but allowed to fold out of the way when not 
in use. 

5. In combination with the bed-plate or 
Support, a filing-wire B, mounted thereon to 
fold to a flat position, and a separate arched 
transfer-wire detachably secured to the sup 
port, substantially as described and shown, 
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whereby the parts are adapted to be placed 
in flat and compact form for storage or trans 
portation. 

6. In a letter-file, and in combination with 
a suitable base or support, a filing-wire B, hav 
ing its exposed end provided with the longi 
tudinal cavity and the lateral slot or opening 
therefrom, and the co-operating arched Wire 
C, having its end adapted to enter the slot and 
engage in the cavity. 

7. In a letter-file, and in combination. With 
a base-plate or support, two independent filing 
wires C, hinged to turn down in opposite di 
rections when not in use, whereby they are 
adapted to be held in operative positions in 
whole or in part by the letters or sheets through 
which they pass. 

8. In a letter-file, the combination of the 
slotted socket G and the arched transfer-Wire 
C, having its base bent at a right angle and 
seated to slide and turn in the Socket. 

9. In a letter-file, the combination, substan 
tially as described and shown, of a bed or 
base plate, a notched socket thereon, and the 
arched transfer-wire having the angularlower 
end mounted to slide and turn in the Socket, 
substantially as described. 

JOHN F. LASH. 
Witnesses: 

A. MACKENZIE, 
ROBERT GOWANS. 
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