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To all whom it may concern: cross, as at d, so as to turn into a position 
Be it known that I, EDWIN F. MERSICK, of alongside of and parallel with the legs a, which 

New Haven, in the county of New Haven and 
State of Connecticut, have invented a new Im 
provement in Folding Tables; and I do here 
by declare the following, when taken in con 
lection with the accompanying drawings and 
the letters of reference marked thereon, to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of the same, 
and which said drawings constitute part of 
this specification, and represent, in 

Figure 1, a perspective view; Fig. 2, an 
end view, alnd in Fig. 3 a transverse section, 
folded. - 

This invention relates to an improvement 
in folding furniture, specially designed as a 
desk or reading-table, the top of which is in 
clined, the object being to construct the desk 
so that it may be folded into a small compass 
when not required for use, and yet be strong 
and firm when set up. 
The invention consists of a pair of legs, to 

the upper end of which a portion of the top is 
rigidly attached, combined with a second part 
of the top hinged to the first, and a second 
pair of legs crossing and pivoted to the first, 
and shorter from the pivot to the top than the 
first pair, so as to support the hinged portion 
of the top when set up, or be folded between 
the first pair of legs to close the table. 

at at are the principal legs, to the upper end 
of which the portion A of the top is rigidly 
secured. To this part A. the principal part B 
of the top is hinged, as at b. O are the sec 
ond legs, crossing the first, and pivoted at the 

they are enabled to do, because the portion of 
the leg C above the pivot is shorter than the 
corresponding portion of the leg A; hence the 
leg C will pass beneath the top connection of 
the legs a, and when so turned together the 
part B of the top will fall upon the legs and 
nearly parallel thereto, as indicated in Fig. 3. 
This part B of the top is constructed with a 
stop, e, at its front edge under side, for the 
legs C when the table is set up, so that the 
legs support the top, and this stop prevents 
the spreading of the legs, and the fable is 
firm and strong. 
The top is inclined so as to form a conven 

ient writing-desk. The stationary part A may 
be provided with drawers or other conven 
iences requisite for a Writing-table. 

I claim 
The combination, in a folding table, of one 

pair of legs, the part A of the top rigidly at 
tached to the upper end of the said legs, a 
second pair of legs crossing the first and piv 
oted thereto, and shorter from the pivot to 
the upper end than the first pair, the part B 
of the top hinged to the rigid part A and a 
stop in connection with the second pair of legs 
to support the table when set up, all substan 
tially as described. 

EDWIN F. MERSICK. 
Witnesses: 

JOHN E. EARLE, 
CLARA BROUGHTQN. 


