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The present invention relates to a new and novel pack-
age for smoking articles, and more particularly to a pack-
age for smoking articles such as cigarettes, cheroots, ciga-
rillos, cigars and the like.

The invention is principally directed to a package for
cigarettes and may be employed with regular or so-called
king size cigarettes and also with cigarettes of smaller
length than cigarettes conventionally on the market. This
shorter length cigarette affords a number of practical ad-
vantages. Firstly, it has a tendency to cause a particu-
lar person to smoke less than would be the case if regular
size cigarettes were smoked. In addition, it is quite handy
and convenient since it permits a smoker to light a ciga-
rette and smoke it for a relatively short period of time
whereupon it is discarded. I.ess waste will occur with a
short cigarette when a smoker only desires to smoke for
a short period of time than would ordinarily occur where
a conventional cigarette may be discarded while a con-
siderable portion thereof remains unsmoked. After the
first few puffs of a cigarette, most people are satisfied and
let the cigarette go anyway.

The shorter type of cigarette contemplated by the
present invention is also economically advantageous in
that it may be manufactured with less cost per package
of cigarettes.

The following discussion will indicate the manner in
which the shorter type of cigarette of the present inven-
tion provides economic advantages. In an actual test,
the weight of one package of a well known brand ciga-
rette as packed is 22.933 grams. The weight of the pack-
age without the cellophane wrapper is 22.393 grams. The
weight of one cigarette from the freshly opened package
is 1.011 grams. The weight of five cigarettes from the
freshly opened package is 4.955 grams. The weight of
ten cigarettes from the freshly opened package is 10.250
grams. The weight of twenty cigarettes from the freshly
opened package is 20.400 grams. It is evident that the
cigarettes accordingly vary in weight in the same package
of the same brand when first opened. Therefore, one
cigarette averages 1.0 gram plus or minus 0.01 gram.
The length of the cigarette is 69 mm. plus or minus 0.1
mm.

The length of a typical shorter cigarette according to the
present invention is 55 mm. plus or minus 0.1 mm. The
cigarette of the present invention weighs approximately
0.787 gram, and accordingly there is a difference of ap-
proximately 0.20 to 0.23 gram per cigarette between the
cigarette of the present invention and a conventional
cigarette.

Accordingly, twenty cigarettes of the present invention
weigh approximately 15.75 grams resuiting in a saving to
the manufacture of approximately 4.25 grams as com-
pared to regular size cigarettes thereby resulting in a sav-
ing of nearly 27%. Since the package of the present in-
vention allows 24 cigarettes to be packed in a regular size
package in a convenient manner, the customer gets four
more smokes, but the total weight of the 24 shorter type
cigarettes is only approximately 18.88 grams or about
1.12 grams less than the usual pack of 20 regular ciga-
rettes. In this manner, the customer is offered more
smokes at the same price in the same size package, and yet
at the same time obtains about 5% less actual weight of
cigarettes per package.

Since most people throw away about 1 inch of butts of
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cigarettes, the butts will be about the same length utilizing
shorter type cigarettes, and the actual smoking area will
be reduced by a length of about 30% or more. There
will accordingly be less smoke production per cigarette
when employing the shorter type cigarette, and those who
want to smoke less will still find the cigarettes according
to the present invention quite satisfying since they are espe-
cially conceived for their convenience and economy.

The principles involved in the use of a shorter cigarette
can also be applied to a filter type cigarette to supply a
good short smoke with a further saving of tobacco nsed
and an actual less consumption of whatever tars and nico-
tines or other factors that some feel are harmful when
used in excess.

The short cigarettes of the present invention may be
readily packaged within packages which are substantially
of the same outer dimensions as those now on the market,
the package itself being modified so as to provide a com-
pletely different -method of dispensing the cigarettes from
the package. Accordingly, the packages can be dispensed
in automatic vending machines now on the market with-
out any alterations of such machines.

In conventional cigarette packages, one of the end wall
portions of the package is removable to allow the ciga-
rettes to be moved out of the package. The cigarettes
are disposed within the package in such a manner that the
longitudinal axes thereof extend perpendicular to the re-
movable end wall portion. This necessitates removal of
the cigarettes from the package by grasping the end of
the cigarette which is to be placed in the smoker’s mouth.
In the case where the fingers may be dirty, it is obvious
that the tip of the cigarette may become soiled in remov-
ing it from the package which is of course a very unde-
sirable feature. It is accordingly evident that it is much
more preferable to provide a dispensing arrangement
wherein the cigarettes can be removed by manually grasp-
ing a central portion thereof rather than the tip portion
thereof. The arrangement of the present invention does
permit the smoking articles to be removed by so grasping
the central portion rather than the tips thereof. This is
accomplished in the present invention by so disposing the
smoking articles that the longitudinal axes thereof are
disposed substantially parallel with the opposite end por-
tions of the package rather than perpendicular thereto
as is the case with conventional cigarette packages.

‘With the arrangement of the present invention, the
smoking articles can be removed with greater facility than
is possible with conventional arrangements while at the
same time maintaining the tips of the smoking articles in
a clean and sanitary condition.

An additional feature of the arrangement of the pres-
ent invention is the fact that the open ends of the ciga-
rettes are protected, thereby retaining the freshness of
the cigarette and preventing tobacco from being lost
through such open end portions. This is in contrast
to the arrangement of the conventional cigarette pack-
ages wherein after one end portion is removed, the open
ends of the cigarettes are exposed and can soon lose their
freshness as well as permiting the loss of tobacco there-
from. o

In the arrangement of the present invention, one of
the side wall portions of the package is provided with a
removable portion which affords direct access into the
intericr of the package. This removable portion extends
throughout a major portion of the side wall portion so
that all of the smoking articles can be readily removed,
the removable portion being positioned in the central
part of the side wall portion such that central portions
of the smoking articles disposed within the package can
be manually grasped.

The present invention also affords an arrangement
whereby a holding tab means is provided for normally
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holding the removable portion as well as an attached end
wall portion in closed position so that the smocking ar-
ticles will be protected and will not accidentally fall out
of the package.

The wall portions of the package of the present inven-
tion consist of a plurality of layers of material as is the
case with conventional cigarette packages. In the ar-
rangement of the present invention, certain of these layers
may be adhesively secured to one another at different
points so as to cause different parts thereof to adhere
to one another as hereinafter explained for accomplish-
ing the purposes of the invention. A conventional tear
strip may also be employed with the outermost layer
of material, this tear strip being adapted to remove cer-
tain desired portions of the outermost layer when the
package is opened.

In a further modification of the present invention, the
package for smoking articles is combined with a protec-
tive container which comprises a neat compact unit for
storing smoking articles.

An object of the present invention is to provide a new
and novel package for smoking articles, and more partic-
ularly to a package which is adapted to contain ciga-
rettes and the like which may be of regular or king size
or of shorter length than those in conventional present-
day use.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a unique package for smoking articles wherein the pack-
age may have substantially the same size as conventional
packages for containing smoking articles and wherein
the arrangement of the package facilitates dispensing of
the smoking articles and permifs the smoking articles
to be manually grasped and removed from the package
without touching the portion of the smoking article which
is to be placed in the smoker’s mouth.

A further object of the invention is the provision of
a package for smoking articles wherein after the pack-
age is opened so as to enable dispensing of the smoking
articles disposed therewithin, the open ends of the smok-
ing articles are continuously protected so as to retain
the freshness of the smoking articles and to prevent loss
of tobacco therefrom until the time that the smoking
articles are deliberately removed from the package.

Still another object of the invention is to provide a
package for smoking articles including a removable por-
tion formed in one side wall of the package, and means
for normally holding the removable portion in position
to close off the package.

A still further object of the invention is the provision
of a novel combination including the package according
to the present invention along with a surrounding pro-
tective container having a cutout formed in one wall
thereof to enable ready access to the interior of the as-
sociated package.

Other objects and many attendant advantages of the
invention will become more apparent when considered
in connection with the specification and accompanying
drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a top perspective view of a first modifica-
tion of the package according to the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1 illustrating the
manner in which a portion of the outermost layer of
the package is removed;

FIG. 3 is a view similar to FIG. 1 illustrating the man-
ner in which the separable end wall portion and the as-
sociated removable portion of one side wall portion of
the package is adapted to be manually manipulated to
gain access to the interior of the package;

FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 3 illustrating the
separable end wall portion and the removable side wall
portion moved to a further extent away from the re-
mainder of the package so that the smoking articles there-
within can be readily dispensed therefrom;

FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken substantially along
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4
line 5—5 of FIG. 1 looking in the direction of the ar-
Tows;

FIG. 6 is a sectional view taken substantially along
line 6—6 of FIG. 1 looking in the direction of the ar-
TOWS;

FIG. 7 is an exploded view illustrating the blanks
of material employed to provide the wall portions of the
package as shown in FIGS. 1-6;

FIG. 8 is a top perspective view of a modified form
of the invention;

FIG. 9 is a front view of the package shown in FIG.
8 broken away to illustrate the various layers of material
employed in this package;

FIG. 10 is a top perspective view of the package
shown in FIG. 8 in a partly open position;

FIG. 11 is a view similar to FIG. 10 with the pack-
age in a still further opened position;

FIG. 12 is a top perspective view of a further modi-
fied form of the invention;

FIG. 13 is a front view of the modification shown in
FIG. 12 partly broken away to-illustrate the different
layers of material;

FIG. 14 is a view similar to FIG. 12 illustrating a
modification similar to that shown in FIG. 12 but with
certain modifications therein;

FIG. 15 is a view similar to FIG. 14 illustrating the
manner in which the tear strip is adapted to be pulled
away to separate certain portions of the package;

FIG. 16 is a top perspective view of a further modified
form of the invention;

FIG. 17 is a front view of the package shown in FIG.
16 and partly broken away to illustrate different layers
of material;

FIG. 18 is a top perspective view of a still further modi-
fied form of the invention wherein the novel package as
disclosed in the other figures may be combined with a
protective container;

FIG. 19 is a view similar to FIG. 18 illustrating the
protective container in its open position;

FIG. 20 is a top perspective view of a further modi-
fied form of the package according to the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 21 is a view similar to FIG. 20 illustrating the
manner in which a portion of the outermost layer of
the package is removed;

FIG. 22 is a view similar to FIG. 20 illustrating the
manner in which the separable end wall portion and the
associated removable portion of one side wall portion
of the package is adapted to be manually manipulated to
cain access to the interior of the package; and

FIG. 23 is a view similar to FIG. 22 illustrating the
separable end wall portion and the removable side wall
portion moved to a further extent away from the re-
mainder of the package so that the smoking articles there-
within can be readily dispensed therefrom.

Referring now to the drawings wherein like reference
characters designate corresponding parts throughout the
several views, there is shown in FIGS. 1-7 inclusive a
first modification of the invention wherein the package
for smoking articles comprises a substantially rectangular
body means including a pair of opposite parallel side
walls 26 and 22 and a further pair of opposite side
walls 24 and 26 joining side walls 28 and 22 and extend-
ing substantially perpendicular thereto. A first top end
wall portion 28 closes off the upper end of the package
as seen in the drawings and a bottom end wall portion
3¢ closes off the opposite end portion of the package.

Referring now particularly to FIG. 7, three blanks
40, 42 and 44 are illustrated, these blanks being similar
to those employed in manufacturing conventional cigarette
packages now on the market. The inner blank 40 is
of conventional construction in that it is formed of paper
having a foil covering on the outer surface thereof, such
outer surface being presented to the viewer in this figure
of the drawing. The second blank 42 is formed of paper
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having suitable printing thereon on the outer surface there-
of which is also presented to the viewer in this figure.
The outermost blank 44 is formed of a suitable trans-
parent material such as cellophane or the like.

Blank 40 includes panel portions 2¢’, 227, 24’ and 26’
which are separated from one another by fold lines and
when the blank is in its folded position, these panels
correspond to the side wall portions having similar refer-
ence numerals not primed. Blank 49 is also provided
with a strip 28’ across the top thereof and a strip 30’
across the bottom thereof, these strips being provided
with conventional fold lines 59 and 52 respectively where-
by the strips are adapted to be folded into position to
form one layer of the top wall portion 28 and the lower
wall portion 3§ respectively of the finished package.
The top strip 28’ is separated from the panels of the blank
by a fold line 54 and the bottom strip 39" is separated
from the panel portions by a fold line 56. A cut line 58
is formed through the material of panels 22’ and 26’ and
extends into panel 29 and thence downwardly to a point
where it joins the end of a fold line 62. A similar cut
line 66 extends across panel 24’ and the adjacent mar-
ginal portions shown to the right of this panel in FIG. 7,
cut line 60 extending into panel portion 2¢’ and thence
downwardly to join with the opposite end of fold line 62.
These cut lines enable the top portion of the inner layer
formed by blank 48 to be separated as hereinafter de-
scribed and also provides a removable portion 64 in the
inner layer of the material of the package.

The blank 42 includes panels 20, 22", 24” and 26"
which correspond to the panels of similar numbers primed
in blank 4@ and are adapted to be disposed immediately
outwardly thereof in the erected package. Blank 42 in-
cludes a lower strip 39" which is provided with con-
ventional fold lines 7@ and is separated from the panels
by a fold line 72, whereby strip 30" is adapted to be
folded to form a bottom end wall portion layer. Strip
38" is also preferably provided with a foil outer coat-
ing as seen in this figure.

Panels 267, 22”’, 24" and 26"’ are separated by con-
ventional fold lines from one another, and a cut line 76
similar to cut line 58 of blank 40 extends across panels
22”and 26" and into panel 29" whence it extends down-
wardly to join with one end of a fold line 78. A further
cut line 8¢ corresponding to the cut line 68 of blank 40
extends across panel 24" and the marginal panel to the
right thereof and also extends into panel 20’’ and thence
downwardly to join with the opposite end of fold line
78 thereby defining a removable portion 82 the purpose
of which will be hereinafter described.

Blank 44 formed of cellophane or the like includes
panel portions 28’7, 22’”", 24’"" and 26’ which form the
outermost layers of the correspondingly numbered side
wall portions as shown in FIGS. 1-4 wherein the num-
bers are not primed. It will be understood that the
similarly numbered panels of each of the blanks are
disposed adjacent the corresponding panel of the mext
blank and that the three blanks are superimposed so as to
provide a multi-layered wall construction as is conven-
tional in the art.

Blank 44 includes an upper strip 28’” separated from
the panels by a fold line 96, the upper strip being pro-
vided with conventional fold lines $2. Blank 44 also
includes a lower strip 30" separated from the panels by
a fold line 94 and being provided with the conventional
fold lines 96. The panels of this blank are also separated
from adjacent panels by suitable fold lines in a well known
manner.

Blank 44 is also provided with a tear strip 98 extend-
ing throughout the length thereof and extending beyond
the opposite ends thereof, tear strip 98 being suitably
secured to the blank 44 and providing a means for tearing
away the upper portion of the blank in a known fashion
when the blank has been folded into its final assembled
position.
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Referring now to FIGS. 5 and 6, the multi-layer con-
struction of the wall portions of the package are ilius-
trated, and the manner in which the various wall por-
tions are formed of a plurality of layers of material is
illustrated. It will be apparent that each of the side.
wall portions is of a three-layer thickness as in the bot-
tom wall portion 39, while the top wall portion 28 com-
prises a two-layer thickness since blank 42 does not in-
clude an upper strip for folding over to form a top end
wall portion layer. ]

It will also be noted as seen in FIG. 5 that a conven-
tional seal indicated in cross section by reference numeral
106 extends completely across the top wall portion and
downwardly along the side wall portions 26 and 22, this
seal being interposed beneath the outer layer 44 and
over the intermediate layer 42.

Also as seen particularly in FIG. 5, a holding tab means
indicated generally by reference numeral 108 is provided,
this holding tab means being formed of a suitable ad-
hesive 'material which is adapted to be adhesively se-
cured to one of the paper layers by manual pressure. A
substance which is suitable for the purpose of the present
invention is identified as Micropore surgical tape #1530
manufactured by the Minnesota Mining and Manufactur-
ing Company of Minneapolis, Minnesota. This holding
tab means is adhesively secured to the seal means 106
as well as adjacent portions of the folded over strip 28’
of the inner layer 49, the holding tab means extending
down along and adhesively secured to the outer surface
of panel 22’ of the intermediate layer 42, the lower end
of the holding tab means terminating in a non-adhesive
enlarged grasping portion 110 whereby the holding tab
means can be readily manually grasped for manipulating
the top portion and the removable portion of the package
as hereinafter described.

It will also be noted as seen in FIGS. 5 and 6 that a
plurality of smoking articles such as cigarettes indicated
generally by reference numeral 108 are disposed within
the package and are so oriented that the longitudinal axes
thereof extend parallel with the upper and lower end
wall portions 28 and 30 of the package.

Referring again to FIGS. 1-4 inclusive, the erected and
assembled package is illustrated in FIG. 1 as sold to a
customer. As shown in FIG. 2, the tear strip 98 has
been grasped and torn completely around the outer layer
or blank 44 so as to remove the upper portion 114 of
this cellophane layer.

Referring now to FIG. 3, the holding tab means 108
has been manually grasped about the non-adhesive en-
larged portion 116 thereof and lifted upwardly. This
causes the upper end wall portion 28 to separate from
side wall portions 22, 24 and 26 along the cut lines pro-
vided in blanks 48 and 42 as previously described. The
upper end wall portion 28 remains attached to the re-
movable portions 64 and 82 of blanks or layers 48 and
42, and as seen in FIG. 3, these removable portions are
pulling away from side wall portion 20 along with the
adjacent cellophane portion to thereby provide a remov-
able portion 126 in the side wall portion 20.

Referring now to FIG. 4, the holding tab means 1068
has been moved to the oppesite side of the package and
the removable portion 116 has been removed from the
side wall portion 20 but remains attached thereto along
a line 120 at the lower edge of the removable portion.
It is apparent that in this position, ready access is pro-
vided to the smoking articles or cigarettes 160 provided
within the package, and it will be apparent that the open
ends of the cigarettes are protected and that the cigarettes
can be removed simply by grasping the middle of any
particular cigarette to slide it out of the open end por-
tion of the package. It will be noted that the removable
portion 116 extends throughout a major portion of the
associated side wall portion 20 so that all of the smoking
articles within the package can be reached and removed
readily through the open end portion thereof.
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Tt should also be noted that once the package has been
opened into the position shown in FIG. 4 and a smoking
article removed, the package can then again be closed by
moving the holding tab means 108 back toward the posi-
tion shown in FIG. 3 whereby the removable portion
116 will again fit within the cutout provided in side wall
portion 28 and the upper end wall portion 28 may move
back into its original closing position, whereupon the
holding tab means 18 can be again adhesively secured
to the side wall portion 22 to retain the package in closed
position. It is obvious that the package can be opened
and closed any number of times in the manner discussed
above.

Referring again to FIG. 7, panel 20’ of the inner layer
or blank 40 of material is provided with a suitable ad-
hesive substance as indicated by the stippled area, this
adhesive substance extending not only over the removable
portion 64 but over the adjacent portions of the panel as
well. When blank 42 js assembled in relation to blank
40, the stippled area or adhesive portion on blank 40
will cause the adjacent portions of the overlying panel 28"
to be adhesively secured thereto. Accordingly, remov-
able portion 82 of blank 42 will be adhesively secured to
the removable portion 64 of blank 40, and the portions
of panel 28" to either side of the removable portion 82
will be adhesively secured to the underlying portions of
panel 29’ on either side of the removable portion 64
thereof. In this manner, the layers 49 and 42 are ad-
hesively secured together after the removable portions 64
and $2 have been pulled out into the position shown in
FIG. 4, and this adhesive interconnection between panels
20’ and 20” will prevent them from forming gaps adja-
cent the removable portion when the package is in the
position shown in FIG. 4.

Also as seen in FIG. 7, the outer surface of removable
portion 82 is provided with an adhesive substance there-
on as indicated by the stippling whereby the overlying
portion of panel 20’ of blank 44 will be adhesively se-
cured thereto. With this arrangement, when the remov-
able portion is moved into the position shown in FIG. 4,
the portion of panel 20”"* adhesively secured to the re-
movable portion 82 will be torn outwardly and carried
along with the removable portion if the lower part of the
cellophane covering is retained in position about the lower
part of the package. When opening the package, the
lower part of the outer cellophane layer may also be com-
pletely removed if desired, and in such a case, the
stippling on panel portion 26"’ may be eliminated. Also,
as an altermative arrangement, the entire lower part of
the cellophane outer layer may be adhesively secured to
the blank 42 in order to afford additional rigidity to the
package.

Referring now particularly to FIGS. 8-11 of the draw-
ings, a modified form of the invention is illustrated where-
in the package again comprises a generally rectangular
hollow body means having parallel side wall portions 100
and 122 joined by a second pair of parallel side portions
124 and 126. A top end wall portion 128 is provided and
a lower end wall portion 136 is provided, this construc-
tion being similar to that described in connection with the
previously illustrated modification.

As seen particularly in FIG. 9, the package includes
three layers of material or blanks 2140, 142, and 144
which correspond to blanks 40, 42 and 44 illustrated in
FIG. 7 and these blanks or layers as shown in FIG. 9
being of similar construction and arrangement to the
blanks shown in FIG. 7.

As shown in FIG. 9, the three layers of material are
disposed in juxtaposition to one another and are arranged
similar to the previous modification to provide the over-
all package arrangement. A tear strip 146 similar to the
tear strip 98 previously described is provided for tearing
away the upper portion of the outermost layer 144 of
material. A seal 148 and a holding tab means are bro-
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vided, these components being identical with members
106 and 168 previously discussed.

It is apparent that the modification shown in FIGS.
8-11 is quite similar to that previously described as to
the features described thus far, the principal difference
of this latter modification lying in the formation of the
removable portion indicated generally by reference nu-
meral 154, Whereas the removable portion provided in
the first modification is of substantially rectangular shape,
the removable portion 154 provided in the modification
shown in FIGS. 8-11 is of tapered configuration, having
a wider dimension adjacent the upper end wall portion
128 and tapering downwardly toward the lower end wall
portion 130.

A further distinction lies in the fact that whereas the
cutout portion 116 of the first modification is formed by
cut lines extending throughout the length of the remov-
able portion, the removable portion 154 includes cut lines
156 extending downwardly from an upper cut line 157
extending around the upper part of the package, cut lines
156 terminating at a point 158 where it joins a fold line
156 extending across the removable portion 154. Scored
portions 162 extend downwardly from the cut lines 156
and provide weakened areas which may be readily torn
away when desired.

The complete erected package is illustrated in FIG. 8,
as well as in FIG. 9, and as seen in FIG. 10, the tear
strip 146 has been removed so as to take off the upper
part of the outer cellophane covering, and the holding
tab means 150 has been moved upwardly so as to re-
move the upper end wall portion and the atached re-
movable portion. Tt will be apparent as seen in FIG. 10
that the removable portion will immediately pull out
down to the point 158 and will bend along bend line 160
for gaining access to the smoking articles disposed adja-
cent the open end portion of the package. The remov-
able portion and the upper end wall portion 128 can
then be removed back to the closed position and held in
such position by the holding tab means.

When it is desired to gain access to the smoking ar-
ticles disposed in the lower part of the package as seen
in FIGS. 10 and 11, the holding tab means can be moved
outwardly to the position shown in FIG. 11, whereupon
the lower part of the removable portion will tear out
along the weakened or scored lines 162 which also may
be partly cut if desired so as to enable it to be readily
torn away. As noted in FIG. 11, the lower part of the
removable portion can then be completely pulled away
from the side wall portion 12® whereby the lowermost
smoking articles in the package can be readily removed
through the open end portion of the package.

In order to prevent gapping between the inner layer
and the intermediate layer of material of the package,
spots of adhesive 164 may be provided between the inner
layer and the intermediate layer so as to particularly pre-
vent gapping adjacent the removable portion when it has
been torn out into the position shown in FIG. 11.

Referring now to FIGS. 12 and 13, a further modified
form of the invention is illusirated wherein the package
includes a hollow substantially rectangular body means
including a pair of relatively wide parallel side wall por-
tions 170 and 172 which are joined at the opposite ends
thereof by a pair of parallel relatively narrow side wall
portions 174 and 176, the adjacent wall portions being
disposed substantially perpendicular to one another. A
pair of end wall portions 178 and 188 are provided which
close off opposite ends of the package and which are in-
terconnected with the adjacent side wall portions and ex-
tend substantially perpendicular thereto.

As seen particularly in FIG. 13, this package as the
previous modifications is also formed of three blanks or
layers of material indicated by reference numerals 186,
188 and 1990 respectively, these three layers of material
being of the same general construction as those discussed
in connection with the previous modifications.
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The usual seal 192 is affixed to the upper portion of
the package as seen in FIGS. 12 and 13, and a holding
tab means 194 similar to those previously described is
also provided in this modification.

A removable or cutout portion 198 is provided, this
removable portion being defined between two cut lines
200 and 202 formed in the side wall portion 170. It will
be noted that these cut lines intersect onme another ad-
jacent the lower end wall portion of the package thereby
defining a substantially V-shaped cutout portion. These
cutout lines 200 and 202 intersect with a cutout line 204
extending around the top end wall portion of the pack-
age so as to permit the top end wall portion to be sepa-
rated from the remaining side wall portions. In this par-
ticular modification, the top end wall portion and the re-
movable portion 198 may be completely removed from
the package whereupon the portions of the intermediate
layer which normally form the top portion of the pack-
age may be re-folded into position to close off the top of
the package when desired. Here again the outer layer
formed of cellophane or the like may either be removed
or left in place as desired, and different portions of the
cellophane may be adhesively connected to the intermedi-
ate layer if desired.

The tear strip 196 is affixed to the outer layer 19¢ and
as shown in FIGS. 12 and 13, this tear strip extends
about the package and lies in a substantial plane whereby
the upper portion of the outer cellophane layer may be
selectively removed.

Referring now to FIGS. 14 and 15 of the drawings, a
further modification of the invention is illustrated which
is quite similar to that shown in FIGS. 12 and 13. Sim-
ilar parts have been given the same reference numerals
primed, and the only difference in the modification shown
in FIGS. 14 and 15 from that shown in FIGS. 12 and 13
is the arrangement of the tear strip 196’. In the modifi-
cation shown in FIGS. 14 and 15, the tear strip is ar-
ranged to follow the contour of the cutout portion 198
provided in the side wall portion 170°. Accordingly,
the tear strip in general follows the cut line 204’ but
also follows the cut lines 260’ and 202’ at the side wall
portion 170", As seen in FIG. 15, the tear strip has been
torn from its original position and has traveled down
along cut line 202’ and back up along cut line 209’ so
as to tear out.a portion of the outermost layer of cello-
phane or the like of substantially the same configuration
as the removable portion 198’. :

In this arrangement, the lower part of the outer cello-
phane layer may be adhesively secured to the intermediate
layer of material, and when the cellophane is removed,
the removable portion may then be completely removed
along with the removable upper end wall portion, and
the lower part of the cellophane outer layer may remain
in position so as to strengthen and rigidify the over-all
package construction. It will also be noted in this modi-
fication as well as that shown in FIGS. 12 and 13 that the
holding tab means may be employed for securing the
removable upper end wall portion and the associated
removable side wall portion in position to close off the
package if desired. On the other hand, these removable
portions may be discarded so as to provide permanent
access to the interior of the package.

Referring now to FIGS. 16 and 17, a further modified
form of the invention is provided. In this modification,
the package again includes a substantially rectangular
body means including a pair of relatively wide parallel
side wall portions 210 and 212 and a pair of relatively
narrow end wall portions 214 and 216 which are parallel
with one another and which extend substantially perpen-
dicular to the other side wall portions. A top end wall
portion 218 is provided and closes off the upper end of
the package while the lower end wall portion 220 closes
off the lower end of the package and is parallel with the
upper end wall portion 218.

This type of package is somewhat different and of a
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10

more rigid construction than those previously described,
and the intermediate layer of material is provided with
greater stiffness in body so as to form more or less a hard
pack arrangement. As shown in FIGS. 16 and 17, the
outermost layer of material which comprises cellophane
has been omitted for the purpose of illustration, it being
understood that this modification is generally surrounded
by a cellophane outer layer in the same manner as that
modification shown in FIGS. 12 and 13, for example.

In this type of construction wherein the body means
is a little more rigid, a removable cap member 222 is
provided which is adapted to fit snugly about the upper
portion of the package so as to close off the entire pack-
age and provide a seal therewith.

As seen in FIG. 17, the intermediate layer 224 of rela-
tively rigid material is illustrated as being disposed about
the inner layer of material 226 which comprises paper
having foil on the outside thereof. A conventional seal
239 is disposed over the top of the upper end wall portion
218 and a holding tab means 232 similar to those previ-
ously described is provided for holding the package in its
closed position as shown.

The side wall portion 210 is provided with a cutout
defined between a pair of cut lines 248 which taper down-
wardly and inwardly and join with, scored or partially
cut lines 242 extending downwardly therefrom. A cen-
tral embossed or recessed area 236 may be provided
wherein a suitable emblem or the like may be disposed.
The upper ends of cut lines 240 may either join with the
cut lines extending across the upper end wall portion, or
a certain part of the upper end wall portion may be
selectively torn away by the user so as to be removed
along with the removable portion of the side wall portion
as defined between the cut and scored lines.

As seen in FIG. 17, the inner layer 226 is also provided
with cut lines 246 corresponding to cut lines 240 and
scored or partially cut lines 248 corresponding to lines
242 previously described. It is accordingly apparent that
when employing the arrangement shown in FIGS. 16 and
17, the outer cellophane layer is first removed, where-
upon the holding tab means can be grasped and lifted
upwardly to remove a certain desired portion of the upper
end wall portion, whereupon the removable portion
formed in the side wall portion 218 can be selectively
moved away from its associated side wall portion. It
will be understood that this modification may operate
somewhat similar to that shown in FIGS. 8 through 11
wherein the removable portion may first be bent back
down to the part where the scored or partially cut lines
begin, whereupon the removable portion can then be
selectively removed to a greater degree as desired by
tearing along these scored or partially cut lines.

Referring now particularly to FIGS. 18 and 19, a fur-
ther modified form of the invention is illustrated wherein
a protective container is provided as indicated generally
by reference numeral 250, this container being formed
of any suitable material such as leather, plastic or the
like, and this container may either be flexible or of rigid
construction. The container includes a pair of side wall
portions 252 and 254 which are parallel with one another
and a pair of side wall portions 256 and 258 which are
also parallel with one another and extend substantially
perpendicular to the other side wall portions. A bottom
wall portion 259 is also connected between the lower
ends of the side wall portions to provide a bottom for the
container,

As seen in FIG. 19, the side wall portion 252 is pro-
vided with a cutout 260 which is illustrated as being
substantially V-shaped in. configuration, although the
shape of this cutout may be varied to conform with the
shape of the removable portion of a package to be em-
ployed therewith according to the present invention,

The V-shaped cutout portion tapers upwardly and
forms two shoulders 262 and 264 at opposite sides of the
side wall portion 252, these shoulder portions being dis-
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posed slightly below the upper edges of the adjacent side
wall portions. A package 266 is indicated as being dis-
posed within the container, this package being of a con-
struction according to the present invention and being
for example of the type which is illustrated in FIGS. 12
and 13 wherein a V-shaped removable portion is provided
in one of the side wall portions of the package. The
dimensions of the container 250 are preferably such as to
snugly receive an associated package, and as mentioned
previously, the cutout 260 provided in the container may
correspond in size and shape to the removable portion
provided in an associated package.

As illustrated in FIG. 19, a plurality of smoking ar-
ticles such as cigarettes are indicated by reference nu-
meral 268 and are adapted to be removed through the
open upper end of the container when it is in its open
position as shown in FIG. 19.

A flap member 2790 is connected with side wall portion
254 along a hinge area 272 which may be formed of
flexible material, and the flap is illusirated in its closed
position in FIG. 18 wherein it closes off the open upper
end of the container and is disposed in overlying rela-
tionship to the cutout 260 provided in the side wall por-
tion 252.

Flap 270 is retained in its closed position by means of
a strap member 274 secured at its opposite ends to the
side wall portions 256 and 258 and being spaced from
side wall portion 252 sufficiently to snugly receive the
flap 27¢ between strap member 274 and side wall portion
252.

Tt is apparent that the container 259 will provide a
means for holding a novel package according to the pres-
ent invention, and serves to provide additional protection,
strength and rigidity thereto so as to afford a novel com-
bination which is adapted to store cigarettes or other
smoking articles therewithin and to provide a ready means
for dispensing them from the combination. It is apparent
that the cutout 260 provided in the side wall portion of
the container enables a user to gain access to and remove
smoking articles disposed in the package down to the
bottommost smoking articles as seen in FIGS. 18 and 19.

It will be noted that in each of the previously de-
scribed modifications, the package includes end wall por-
tions having a certain length and width and side wall
portions having a certain length and width wherein the
length of the end wall portions in each modification is
less than the length of each of the side wall portions of
the package. In the following described modification, the
package may be of the same size as the previously de-
scribed packages, the arrangement being different in that
the length of the end wall portions of the package are
greater than the length of at least two of the side wall por-
tions of the package.

Referring now to FIGS. 20 through 23 inclusive, the
package comprises a substantially rectangular body means
including a pair of opposite parallel side walls 30¢ and
302 and a further pair of opposite side walls 394 and 306
joining side walls 309 and 302 and extending substantially
perpendicular thereto. A top end wall portion 368 closes
off the upper end of the package as seen in the drawings,
and a bottom end wall portion 310 closes off the opposite
end portion of the package.

The package as shown in FIGS. 20 through 23 inclusive
may also be constructed of three blanks similar to blanks
49, 42 and 44 illustrated in FIG. 7 of the drawing. The
blanks may be formed of similar material as previously
described.

The various blanks may be formed of joined panel por-
tions just as the blanks shown in FIG. 7, the only dif-
ference being that the relative dimensions of the blanks
would be changed in order to provide the configuration
shown in FIGS. 20-23 inclusive. That is to say, certain
panels of the blanks would have the long and short dimen-
sions thereof changed so as to provide the finished con-
figuration as seen in FIGS. 20-23. Another possible way
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of forming the package illustrated in FIGS. 20-23 would
be to utilize the blanks as shown in FIG. 7, while eliminat-
ing certain cut and fold lines therein and substituting dif-
ferent cut and fold lines so that what was formally a side
wall portion now becomes an end wall portion which is
removable along with the removable portion of one of
the side wall portions. For example, in blank 40, cut
lines 58 and 60 and fold line 62 could be eliminated, and
cut lines 320 and 324 joining with a fold line 322 as
illustrated in phantom lines could be substituted. In
blank 42, cut lines 76 and 80 and fold line 78 could
be eliminated and cut lines 330 and 338 and fold line 332
as illustrated in phantom lines could be substituted.
Blanks 40 and 42 may also be provided with the cut lines
340 and 342 respectively as indicated in phantom lines to
enable the end wall portion defined by these blanks in
the finished package to be completely removed from the
adjacent side wall portions. Blank 44 could also be mod-
ified by removing tear strip 98 and substituting other suit-
able tear strip portions to enable the cellophane to be
removed in the manner disclosed in FIGS. 20 and 21, or
a modified blank could be provided for the cellophane
layer.

As in the previous modifications, holding tab means
349 is provided, this holding tab means being secured to
the upper end wall portion 308 of the package and being
adapted to hold this upper end portion along with the
attached removable portion in place when so desired after
the package has been opened. The upper end wall por-
tion 308 is formed integral with the removable portion 344
defined by suitable cut lines formed in side wall portion
300. The removable portion can be seen as it is moved
away from the plane of the associated side wall portion
in FIGS. 22 and 23.

As seen in FIGS. 22 and 23, a plurality of smoking
articles such as cigarettes are indicated generally by ref-
erence numeral 348, and it will be noted that here again
the cigarettes are so oriented within the the package that
the longitudinal axes thereof extend substantially parallel
with the upper and lower end wall portions of the pack-
age. It will be apparent that the manner in which the
package is opened and the cigarettes dispensed therefrom
is substantially the same in the modifications shown in
FIGS. 20 through 23 inclusive as that previously discussed
in connection with FIGS. 1 through 4 inclusive. As in
the previously described modifications, suitable adhesive
substance may be provided between various portions of
the different layers of the package in order to secure such
portions to one another as desired.

1t is apparent from the foregoing that there is provided
according to the present invention a new and novel pack-
age for smoking articles, and more particularly for cig-
arettes which are of shorter length than usual. The pack-
age of the present invention provides a convenient man-
ner of dispensing the smoking articles and the smoking
articles need not be grasped by the tips thereof but
may simply be grasped at a central area thereof to
remove them from the package whereby the tips do
not get unnecessarily soiled or in unsanmitary condi-
tion. The opposite open ends of the smoking ar-
ticles are protected while they are in the package there-
by retaining the freshness of the smoking articles and
preventing the loss of tobacco from such open end por-
tions. Means is provided in the form of a holding tab
means for normally holding the package in its closed po-
sition and also affording a means for readily opening the
package. A novel combination of a package in a pro-
tective container is also provided which affords the above-
described advantages.

As this invention may be embodied in several forms
without departing from the spirit or essential character-
istics thereof, the present embodiment is therefore illus-
trative and not restrictive, and since the scope of the in-
vention is defined by the appended claims, all changes
that fall within the metes and bounds of the claims or
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that form their functional as well as conjointly cooperative
equivalents are therefore intended to be embraced by
those claims.

I claim:

1. A package for smoking articles including four side
walls, each side wall being disposed substantially per-
pendicular to the adjacent side wall, a pair of opposite
end walls each extending substantially perpendicular to
the associated side wall and closing off opposite ends
of said package, a plurality of smoking articles disposed
within said package, said smoking articles being elongated
with the longitudinal axes thereof disposed substantially
parallel with said end walls of the package, one of said
side walls having cut lines defining a removable portion
formed in the central part thereof so as to provide an
access opening to the interior of said package, the op-
posite side edges of said removable portion being spaced
from the adjacent side edges of said one side wall defin-
ing spaced parts of said one side wall retaining said smok-
ing articles in position by contacting opposite ends of the
adjacent smoking articles, said removable portion being
attached at one end thereof with one of said end walls
and extending to a point closely spaced from the opposite
end wail of the package so that all of the smoking articles
in the package can be readily grasped through said access
opening, said one end wall being separable and movable
with respect to at least three of said side walls whereby
said removable portion and said one end wall may be
manually moved away from said one side wall so that
the entire end of the package is open and the smoking
articles can be grasped in the center portion thereof
through the access opening provided by said removable
portion and the smoking articles then being removable
through the unobstructed open end of the package.

2. Apparatus as defined in claim 1 including holding
tab means attached to said separable end wall and extend-
ing therefrom, said holding tab means including means
for securing the holding tab means to the side wall op-
posite to the side wall having said removable portion
therein whereby when the holding tab means is secured
to the associated side wall it retains the separable end
wall and the attached removable portion in position to
close the package.

3. Apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein said walls
include a plurality of layers of material, said layers in-
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cluding an inner layer, an intermediate layer and an out-
er layer, said inner layer and said intermediate layer be-
ing secured to one another at certain portions, and said
intermediate layer and said outer layer being secured to
one another at certain portions.

4. Apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein said re-
n_lovable portion is of generally rectangular configura-
tion.

5. Apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein said re-
movable portion is of tapered configuration and tapers to
a smaller dimension in a direction toward said opposite
end wall.

6. Apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein said re-
movable portion is defined by a pair of cut lines and a
pair of score lines aligned with said cut lines.

7. Apparatus as defined in claim 1 including a protec-
tive container, said container including a plurality of side
walls and an end wall fixedly secured thereto to define
a space for receiving said package, said container also
including an opposite end wall which is movable con-
nected with one of said side walls, another of said side
walls of said container having a cutout formed therein
adapted to lie closely adjacent to the removable portion of
said package so as to provide an access into the package,
and said end wall of the container which is movably at-
tached to one of the side walls thereof including a flap
adapted to close off said cutout portion formed in the
side wall of the container.
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