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This invention relates to a device that com 
prises a container in which battery cells may be 
assembled, and other elements, by means of which 
the seller or prospective custoner can very easily 
and quickly test any cell in the container before 
removing the cell. 
In carrying out the invention a container is 

provided in which the cells may be packaged and 
shipped, after which the container can be opened 
and the elements for testing the cells individually 
are made readily accessible and at the same tigae 
flat Surfaces are exposed to the customer upon 
Which advertising matter or instructions may be 
displayed or Written. 
The invention Will be understood from the de 

Scription in connection With the accompanying 
drawing in which Fig. 1 is a plan view of the de 
vice in an open position; Fig. 2 is a front view of 
the same; Fig. 3 is a section along the line 3–3 
With the cover of the device in a closed position 
and Fig. 4 is a section, partly broken away, show 
ing parts in an open position. 

In the drawing reference character indicates 
a box or container that may be made of insulating 
material, such as cardboard, Wood, Synthetic 
resins, or other material that possesses sufficient 
strength and rigidity, or the container may be 
made of metal lined with insulating material. 
The container is provided with transverse 

partitions 2 dividing it into a plurality of con 
partments, in each of which a row of cells 3 may 
be placed with the positive terminals 4 upward. 
One or more rows of cells may be laid flat in any 
one or more compartments, as indicated at 5, if 
desired. The bottom of the container i is pro 
vided With metal 6 along the bottom. This may be 
in the form of a thin sheet of metal or Wire mesh 
Cr thin Strips of metal, or metal otherwise dis 
posed in the bottom so that the bottom of each 
cell will make electrical contact therewith. In 
case the container is made of metal with its sides 
insulated the bottom is left With the metal ex 
posed so that the cells will contact therewith. 
A support is provided for an electric light bulb 

Socket 8 to accommodate the electric light bulb. 
The socket 8 may be of the well known type of 
Screw shell Socket having a center contact that is 
insulated from the shell which constitutes the 
other contact. The Support may be made of 
flexible insulating material, such as cardboard, 
for example, and the end thereof is bent and 
frictionally held in place between a side of the 
container and a transverse member in the 
container. 
A top or cover 2 is provided for the container 

(CI. . 175—183) 
, this cover being inade of cardboard or other 

suitable insulating material that is flexible or can 
pe bent. The bent end 3 of the cover i 2 is at 
tached to the container in any convenient way 
and its opposite end is bent, as indicated at 4, to 
lie along the inside surface of a wall of the con 
tainer when the cover 2 is in closed position. 
One or more loose sheets of cardboard 5 or the 
like may be placed over the cells or support T., 
these sheets having openings 5', if desired. 
An insulated wire 6 has one end thereof elec 

trically connected to the metal 6, as for example 
by soldering it thereto, as indicated at 7. The 
other end of the wire 6 is connected to the shell 
terminal of the metal Socket 8. One end of an in 
Sulated wire 8 is connected to the center contact 
of the socket 8 and the other end thereof is pro 
vided with a metal tip or contact member 9. A 
third insulated wire 20 may have one of its ends 
electrically connected to the metal 6 at the bottom 
of the container, as indicated at 2?, the other end 
of this wire carrying a flat metal terminal or strip 
22 that is provided with an opening 23 for an 
electric light bulb. 
A cylinder 24 of insulating material, the size of 

one of the cells, may be placed in a row of cells to 
accommodate the electric light bulb 9 and the 
ends of the wires 8 and 26 when the container is 
closed. 
The cover 2 may be opened by drawing the end 
4 out and bending the cover along the line 25, 

after Which the cover may be folded along a 
middle line, as indicated at 26, whereupon the end 
A 3 may be thrust in between the end 0 of the 
cover and the corresponding end of the con 
tainer , thus making this cover a supporting or 
strengthening member for the lamp socket Sup 
port when it is in its open position. The support 

is provided with tongues 2 (Fig. 2) along oppo 
site edges thereof and the cover 25 is provided 
With correspondingly spaced slots 28 into which 
the tongues 27 are inserted when the parts are in 
Open position to keep the Support attached to 
the open cover 2. The Surfaces of the cover 2 
and Support , which are exposed to view when in 
open position may be provided with advertising 
matter or instructions for the users. 
The entire device as shown in Fig. 3 may be en 

closed in another box or protector when the con 
tainer has been packaged with cells preparatory 
to shipment, this outer box or protector being 
removed before the container is opened. 
The Container is opened into the position 
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any cell he desires. The cells can be tested sim 
ply by touching the contact or terminal 9 to any 
positive terminal 4, the circuit being completed 
through the corresponding cell, metal bottom 6, 
Wire 6, lamp bulb 9 and wire 8. 
The wire 2) is also provided to enable the cus 

tomer to test any cell. In doing this an electric 
light bulb is placed in the opening 23 in the strip 
22 at the end of the wire 20. The strip 22 acts 
as a carrier for the electric light bulb with its 
center contact exposed so that as Soon as the lamp 
bulb held by the strip 22 is moved into position 
where its center contact touches a terminal 4 of 
one of the cells the circuit is completed through 
this lamp, as will be obvious, and the lamp will 
be lighted to indicate the condition of the cell. 
I claim: 
1. A battery cell container and tester compris 

ing a box of insulating material, a sheet of metal 
along the bottom of said box, an electric lamp 
socket, a Support of insulating material for said 
lamp socket associated with said box, a flexible 
electrical connection from Said metal to one side 
of said socket, and a flexible electrical connection 
from the other side of said socket to the interior 
of Said box. 

2. A battery cell container and tester compris 
ing a box of insulating material, conducting ma 
terial along the bottom of said box, an electric 
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lamp socket, a support of insulating material for 
Said lamp Socket aSSociated with said box and 
foldable into Said box, a flexible electrical con 
nection from said metal to one side of said socket, 
and a flexible electrical connection from the other 
Side of Said socket to the interior of said box. 

3. A battery cell container and tester compris 
ing a boX of inSUulating material, conducting ma 
terial along the bottom of said box, an electric 
lamp Socket, a Support of insulating material for 
Said lamp Socket associated with Said box, a flex 
ible electrical connection from said metal to one 
side of Said socket, a flexible electrical connection 
from the other side of said Socket to the interior 
of Said box, and a cover for Said box adapted to 
be opened into position to aid in supporting said 
Support. 

4. A battery cell container and tester compris 
ing a box of insulating material, conducting ma 
terial along the bottom of said box, a plurality of 
battery cells in upright position on said conduct 
ing material, an electric lamp Socket, a support 
of insulating material for said lamp Socket asso 
ciated with said box, a flexible electrical connec 
tion from Said metal to One Side of Said Socket, 
and a flexible electrical connection from the other 
side of said socket long enough to reach the upper 
ends of Said cells. 

HARRY ROTHENBERG. 
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