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The invention relates to an inked ribbon with a trip 
ping device for the reversing mechanism of the inked 
Iribbon feed of typewriters. It is known that the auto 
matic reversal of the inked ribbon feed in typewriters or 
other machines operating with inked ribbons is effected 
either by the ribbon itself (without special modification) 
or by tripping devices arranged at suitable places at the 
ends of the ribbon. With the first-mentioned category 
a distinction is made between tension reversal, which 
reacts to a predetermined pull of the ribbon unwinding 
in one direction, and bar reversal mechanism which, like 
the tension reversal, requires suitable devices on the ma 
chine itself. 
With the second type which has been referred to 

(the so-called fork reversal), it is also necessary to have 
devices on the ribbon itself, as well as the reversing 
levers on the machine. The fork reversing arrangement 
makes use of stop devices of one form or another ar 
ranged on the ribbon just before the two ends thereof, 
the said devices tripping the ribbon reversing mecha 
S. 
The stop devices on the ribbons have hitherto con 

sisted either of reversing buttons or eyes or of flat revers 
ing clips. These three arrangements have quite import 
ant disadvantages. The fixing of these devices to the 
ribbon is effected either by the ribbon being considerably 
weakened at this point by breaking the warp or weft 
threads (eye and button), or by the said devices being 
firmly connected to the ribbon at only comparatively 
small points (button and flat clip). The result is that 
when there is a strong pull in reversing, the eyes drop 
out or the buttons or flat clips tear the ribbon lengthwise 
by their holding means. 
By means of the arrangement according to the inven 

tion, these disadvantages are obviated, since the pull or 
tension necessary for reversing purposes is distributed 
over the full width of the ribbon by a special construc 
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tion of a tripping bar and the fabric is not weakened 
at this position. The tripping bar formed as a metal 
bar is placed around the ribbon at right-angles to its di 
rection of travel. In order to prevent the bar from slip 
ping and in order that it may be satisfactorily fixed, it is 
deformed to give a profile of any desired shape. An 
advantageous form is a crimping, since it is readily 
possible in this manner to obtain the thickness of the trip 
ping device which is necessary to ensure a satisfactory 
action on the reversing mechanism. No weakening or 
other damage to the fabric of the ribbon is caused when 
fixing the tripping device and the latter is given such 
a thickness, either on account of its own thickness or 
by the shaping, that it cannot become attached to the 
reversing lever. 
An embodiment of the invention is illustrated by way 

of example in the accompanying drawing, which shows 
one end of an inked ribbon with the device attached. 
In the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of the end of the inked 

ribbon, and 
Figure 2 is a longitudinal section thereof. 
Referring to the drawing, a bar b is arranged on the 

ribbon a in Such manner that the latter is enclosed by 
the bar on both sides. As will be seen from Figure 1, 
the two ends of the bar abut one another at the middle 
of one side of the ribbon a. As will be seen from Fig 
ure 2, the profile of the metal bar b in the example 
illustrated is given a crimped or curved form as at c 
when it is fixed to the ribbon a. 

I claim: 
1. The combination with the inked ribbon of a type 

Writer, of a tripping device for the ribbon reversing 
mechanism consisting of a strip of metal which encloses 
both sides of the ribbon at a position spaced from one 
end thereof and is fixed to the ribbon solely by being 
deformed, said strip being of substanitally the same width 
on both sides of the ribbon and being so bent as to have 
the thickness necessary for engaging the reversing mecha 
S. 

2. The combination as claimed in claim 1, in which 
the strip is deformed in such a manner as to have an 
arcuate cross-section. 
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