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The present invention relates to packages.

More particularly, the present invention relates to pack-
ages for cigareties and matches.

At the present time it is customary to provide sepa-
rate packages for cigarettes and matches. This resulis
in considerable inconvemience caused not only by re-
quiring the user to handle at least two separate pack-
ages but also by the fact that the matches become mis-
placed or exhausted while cigarettes are still available
so that the user may have cigarettes without matches
or vice versa.

Although it has already been proposed to provide a
common package for cigarettes and matches, the com-
mon packages provided up to the present time have not
solved the problem satisfactorily. For example, the
matches may be connected to the exterior of the ciga-
rette package, and the result is that the matches are al-
ways exposed and provide -an irregularly shaped object
which does not fit easily into a pocket and which is
awkward to handle.

One of the objects of the present invention is to over-
come the above drawbacks by providing a combined
cigarette and match package where the matches do not
detract from the desired qualities of the package.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a combined package of the above type wherein the
matches as well as the cigareites are protected from ex-
terior influences when the matches and cigarettes are
not used.

A further object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a combined package of the above type which is of
simple inexpensive consiruction and which can be easily
and quickly manufactured and assembled.

With the above objects in view, the present invention
includes a container having a rear wall of a predeter-
mined height, a stationary front wall having at least a
portion of the top edge thereof of lower height than said
rear wall and forming with said rear wall a cigarette
compartment; a flap member having a lower fastening
portion fastened to the lower portion of said front wall
and an upper portion pivotably fastened to said lower
portion and designed to pivot to and away from said
front wall, said front wall and pivotable portion form-
ing a match compartment; and a cover designed to en-
gage the top edge of said pivotable upper portion thus

‘holding the matches firmly against the front wall when

the container is closed. . -

" 'The ‘novel features. which are considered as charac-

teristic” for the invention are set forth in particular in

‘the appended claims. The invention itself however, both

as to its construction and its method of operation, to-
gether with additional objects and advantages thereof,
will best be understood from the following description
of specific embodiments when read in connection with
the accompanying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a cigareite container
of the so-called “crush-proof” type with a match com-
partment;
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Fig. 2 is a perspective view similar to Fig. 1, but illus-
trating the use of a different kind of matches from those
shown in Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 depicts jn a perspective view similar to Fig. 1

5 -a different arrangement for the matches in the container;
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Fig. 4 illustrates in perspective the cigarette container
shown in Fig. 1, but with the cover and match compart- -
ment closed;

Fig. 5 shows in perspective the cigarette container
shown in Fig. 1 when the cigarettes have been inserted
and the cover is open;

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the container shown in
Fig. 1 after about half of the cigarettes have been con-
sumed.

Fig. 1 shows a container which in the illustrated ex-
ample is of the “crush-proof” type having a cigarette
compartment and a match compartment. The container
is provided with a so-called “flip-top” cover. .

A cigarette container 19 illustrated in Fig. 1 has a rec-
tangular rear wall 12, Within the container 19 is a
front insert 11 having side walls 13 which are at right
angles to and extend from the lateral ends of the rear
wall. The side walls 13 have a top, straight edge por-
tion 14 which is at the level of the top of the rear wall,
and a top, inclined edge portion 15 designed to slant
downward when the box is standing right-side up. The
front insert 11 has a front wall 16 at right angles to
the side walls 13 and parallel to the rear wall 12. This
front wall 16 has an open collar portion 17 formed by
a pair of shoulders 18 at each end of the top of the
front wall, and a neck 19 depending from the shoulders
18. -

To reinforce the container illustrated in Fig. 2 and
give it a “crush-proof” characteristic, two side reinforc-
ing walls 20 are provided, so constructed that their
width is just a fraction larger than the width of the corre-
sponding side walls 23 of the front insert 11 to- which
they are fastened, with glue. However, the reinforcing
side walls 20 do not extend upwards in the same way
as the side walls 13 of the front insert 21. “The rear

-end of the reinforcing side walls near the rear wall of the

container extends upwards to the same height, or al-
most to the same height as the side wall of the front
insert 11, whereas the front end of the reinforcing side
walls is much lower, going to only about one-half to
three-quarters of the way up the side of the container
wall. The top edge 21 of the reinforcing side walls 20
slopes.downward towards the front of the container.,

A front wall flap member 22 is provided having a lower
fastening portion 23 firmly fastened or glued to the bot-
tom of the front insert and an upper flap portion 24 hav-
ing free ends, pivotably fastened to the lower portion 23
and foldable away from the front wall 16.

The matches 25 may be affixed either to the front wall
16 of the insert 11 as shown in Figs. 1, 2, 5 and 6 or
matches 26 can be affixed to the upper flap portion 24, in
which case they will be inclined forward of the front wall
of the container when the flap 24 is bent forward as illus-
trated in Fig. 3. Other types and styles of matches 27
as illustrated in Fig. 2 may be used. o . .

Advantageously, a strip of friction material 224 can be
fastened, to the lower portion 23 of the flap member. In
this way, the match-containing and friction-paper con-
taining flap member may be easily manufactured. .

The cover 28, which is of the “flip-top” type has a
rectangular top 30 slightly larger in area than the hori-
zontal area defined by the front insert, and is intended
to extend over the upper flap. portion 24 or matches 25,
26 or 27. The side walls 31 of the cover are designed so
that the edges 31a will mate with the top edges 21 of the
reinforcing side walls 20. A front wall 32 of the cover
extends downward a sufficient distance to cover the upper
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edge of the upper flap portion 24 and the tip of the
matches thus holding the matches between the flap and
the front wall 16 of the front insert 11.

On the upper flap portion 24 in Figs. 1, 5 and 6, there
is provided an inside lip 24’ over which the lower edge
of the front wall 32 of the cover 29 will overlie while meet-
ing with the upper edge of the upper flap portion 24 of
the container front flap wall member 22, where the
matches 25 are secured between the front wall 16 of the
front insert and the front wall member 22 of the con-

tainer, in the match-containing compartment therebe-

tween and to lie flush against the front wall of the insert
while permitting the flap portion 24 to pivot outwardly
from the matches. This lip 24’ is necessary to keep the
flap portion 24 closed. In the form of theinvention shown
in Fig. 2, the stiffness of the hinge is essential to keep
flap 24 closed. In the form of the invention shown in Fig.
3 the matches 26 are secured to the flap portion 24 so that
their tips project upwardly above the upper edge of the

flap portion and the matches for certain stiffness so that 2

as the lower edge of the front portion 32 of the cover
overlies the tips of the matches the flap portion 24 is
held by the matches and the flip top cover in the closed
position. The combined height of the rear wall 12 of the
container 18 and a rear wall 33 of the cover 29 is less
than the combined height of the front wall 22 of the con-
tainer including the lip 24’ in Fig. 1, or the tips of the
matches as in Fig. 3, and the front wall 32 of the flip
top cover 29.

Thus, the inner paper wrapper of cigarettes 28 in the
container is readily available as illustrated in Fig. 5.
When the package is opened as shown in Fig. 6, the cig-
arettes 28’ and the matches 25 are also readily available.
After some cigarettes are consumed, the package will ook
like Fig. 6. .

1t is to be observed therefore that the present invention
provides for a combined cigarette-and-match package,
comprising in combination, a container 1¢ having a rear
wall 12 of a predetermined height; front insert 11 having
a stationary front wall 16 with at least a portion of the
top edge 17 thereof of lower height than said rear wall
12; a flap member 22 having a lower fastening portion 23
fastened to the lower portion of said front wall 16 and an
upper flap portion 24 pivotably fastened to said lower
portion 23 and designed to pivot to and away from said
front wall 16, said front wall 16 and pivotable portion
24 forming a match compartment; and a cover designed
to reach the top edge of said upper flap portion 24 en-
gaging said portion or the matches 26 thus holding the
matches firmly against the front wall 16 when the con-
tainer is closed. Advantageously friction paper 22a is
placed on one of the outer poriions of the container,
e.g., on the flap member 22. The side walls 13 of the
front insert 11 which extend substantially to the height
of the rear wall 12, have reinforcing container side walls
20, the top edge of which is of a lower height than the
top of said side wall 13.

While the invention has been illustrated and described
as embodied in combined cigarette and match packages,
it is not intended to be limited to the details shown, since
varions modifications and structural changes may be made
without departing in any way from the spirit of the present
invention. For example, the matches may be glued to
the inside surface of reinforcing fromt wall 23, and the
strip of friction, match-igniting material may be located
on one of the other walls of the container.

It will be understood that each of the clements de-

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

(.3

4
scribed above, or two or more together, may also find a
useful application in other types of packages differing
from the types described above.

Without further analysis, the foregoing will so fully
reveal the gist of the present invention that others can by
applying current knowledge readily adapt it for various
applications without omitting features that, from the stand-
point of prior art, fairly constitutes essential character-
istics of the generic or specific aspects of this invention
and, therefore, such adaptations should and are intended
to be comprehended within the meaning and range of
equivalence of the following claims.

What is claimed as new and desired to be secured by
Letters Patent is: -

1. A combined cigarette and match package comprising
an outer paper container having a rear wall of a prede-
termined height, side walls, a bottom wall and a front
wall, said side, rear and bottom walls being fixedly con-
nected, said front wall being of less height than said
rear wall and connected to said botiom wall and having
a flap portion throughout a major part of its length sepa-
rated from the front edges of the said side walls to per-
mit pivotal movement toward and away from said front
edges of said side walls about a horizontal axis parallel
to said bottom wall, a front insert having side walls
fixedly secured to said container side walls and having a
front wall with a top edge of a lower height than said
container rear wall, a flip top cover comprising a top
wall, a rear wall pivotally connected to the top of said
rear wall of said container, side walls and a front wall
of a greater height than said rear wall of said cover,
matches secured between the inner side of said front wall
of the container and the outer side of said front insert,
the combined height of the rear walls of said cover and
said container being slightly less than the combined
heights of said front walls of said cover and said con-
tainer and the matches whereby the lower portion of said
front wall of said cover overlies the matches and meets
the upper portion of said front wall of said container
when in closed position, said insert separating said con-
tainer into a cigarette containing compariment consist-
ing of said rear, side and bottom walls and the inner side
of said insert, and a match containing compartment there-
by being provided between the front wall of said insert
and the inner side of said container front wall, said cover
serving to close both cigarette and match-containing com-
partments with the engagement of its front wall of the
cover over the top edge of said front wall of said con-
tainer serving to hold the cigarettes and the container
front wall against movement about its pivotal axis away
from the front edges of said container side walls.

2. A combined cigarette and match package as defined
in claim 1, wherein the top edge of said front wall of said
container has a transverse lip extending thereabove and
said front wall of said cover when in the closed position
overlies said lip and the matches and meets in abutting
relation against the upper edge of the front wall of the
container.
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