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To all whom it 72 City concern: 
Be it known that I, LOUIS PHELAN, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at San Fran 
cisco, in the county of San Francisco and 
State of California, have invented a new and 
useful Trunk-Strap, of which the following is 
a Specification. 
This invention relates to trunk-straps; and 

it has for its object to provide a new and use 
ful arrangement of straps for trunks, boxes, 
and the like that will provide means for firmly 
reinforcing all parts of the object bound 
thereby, while at the same time involving a 
construction making provision for the reten 
tion of the straps in their original applied 

- positions, and also allowing such straps to 
yield independently of each other when any 
strain is placed thereon. . 
The invention also contemplates an arrange 

ment of fastening-straps for trunks and the 
like, whereby such straps can be thrown off of 
the trunk or other object without affecting 
their relative connected positions. 
With these and other objects in view, which 

will readily appear as the nature of the inven 
tion is better understood, the same consists in 
the novel construction, combination, and ar 
rangement of parts hereinafter more fully de 
scribed, illustrated, and claimed. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of a trunk equipped with the herein-de 
scribed improvement in straps. Fig. 2 is a 
bottom plan view of the same. Figs. 3 and 4 
are detail sectional views illustrating the 
manner of arranging the straps in the self 
adjusting connecting-keepers. Fig. 5 is a de 
tail in perspective of one of the keepers. Fig. 
6 is a plan view of the blank of leather from 
which the main part of the keeper is con 
structed. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
2 desi gnates an ordinary trunk that is adapted 
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to be encircled by the longitudinal and trans 
verse straps 1 and 3, respectively. The lon 
gitudinal trunk-strap 1 is arranged to pass 
around the trunk-body longitudinally and 
through the handles thereof, and the trans 
verse straps 3 embrace the trunk near its op 
posite ends and cross or intersect the longi 
tudinal strap 1 on the top and bottom of the 
trunk and at direct right angles to the strap 1. 
The right-angularly-intersecting straps 1 

and 3 are connected or fastened together at 
their points of intersection by means of the 
self-adjusting strap connecting keeperS4, that 
are disposed transversely on the top and bot 
tom of the trunk. The said self-adjusting 
keepers 4 essentially comprise opposite rect 
angular end loops 5 and opposite parallel in 
termediate connecting portions 6 and 7, that 
serve to inclose lateral openings between the 
opposite rectangular loops 5. The said inter 
mediate connecting portions 6 and 7 are ar 
ranged at opposite sides of the loops 5 and 
have their opposite ends connected with said 
loops in order not only to provide a trans 
verse opening between the loops, but also to 
maintain the said loops in their relative 
aligned positions. Each of the said keepers 
constructed as described is preferably made 
of two pieces of leather, and, as clearly illus 
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trated in Fig. 6 of the drawings, the blank 
from which the intermediate connecting por 
tion 7 is formed is provided at its ends with 
right-angularly-disposed side flaps 8, that are 
folded to form the loops 5, and the opposite 
or other intermediate connecting portion 6 
is stitched at its ends to the ends of said flaps 
to complete the form of keeper clearly illus 
trated in Fig. 5. 
The aligned loops 5 of the self-adjusting 

connecting-keepers 4 are of a size adapted to 
snugly receive therein the transverse trunk 
straps 3, and the longitudinal strap 1 is passed 
through the lateral opening between the end 
loops 5 and also registers in the space con 
fined between either of the connecting por 
tions 6 and 7 and the transverse strap that is 
passed through the end loops. By reason of 
arranging the trunk-straps within the keep 
ers, as described, it will be obvious that un 
der ordinary circumstances the said straps 
will be always maintained firmly connected 
together at direct right angles, and the open 
ings of the loops 5 and between the connect 
ing portions 6 and 7 of the keepers are there 
fore of such a size as to hold the intersecting 
straps in frictional contact with each other, 
thus preventing the straps from freely slid 
ing out of position. In opening the trunk or 
box it is therefore simply necessary to un 
buckle the straps and throw the same off of 
the trunk or box without affecting the con 
nection between the same; and at this point 
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further attention is directed to the fact that 
the construction of the keepers admits of the 
same moving with either the longitudinal or 
transverse straps independently of the other 
straps passed therethrough, so that the said 
keepers are therefore practically self-adjust 
Ing. 
As the greatest strain is exerted on the 

transverse straps, the longitudinal strap may 
be lighter than said transverse strap, if de 
sired, and changes in the form, proportion, 
and the minor details of construction may be 
resorted to without departing from the prin 
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of 
this invention. 
The keeper herein set forth is adapted for 

use in connection with crossing straps wher 
ever the same are used for binding trunks 
and packages, and consists essentially of three 
loops which are in communication at their 
contiguous ends, the middle loop having lat 
eral openings for the free passage there 
through of one strap and the other, or cross 
ing strap, adapted to pass loosely through the 
three loops, the two straps crossing in the 
middle loop and held in frictional engagement 
between the sides thereof. By this construc 
tion of keeper, the strap passing through the 
middle loop is retained in operative relation 
with the keeper independently of the strap, 
disposed at right angles thereto, and passing 
through the end loops. Hence, it is essential 
to the efficiency of the device that the middle 
loop be closed in on its opposite sides, other 
wise no provision would be made for retain 
ing the keeper and transverse strap together 
when the longitudinal strap is removed, in 
tentionally or otherwise. 
I am aware that a buckle-tongue has been 

devised consisting of end loops connected by 
a single side piece, which is designed to form 
a guard for the buckle-tongue, and I make no 
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claim to such construction, as it is lacking in 
a middle loop, and cannot, for this reason, be 
Supported independently upon a strap pass 
ing transversely between the end loops. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed, and desired to be secured by Let 
ters Patent, is 

1. The combination with crossing trunk 
and package straps, of a keeper, located at the 
point of crossing of the said straps to hold 
them in a relative fixed position, the same 
consisting of three loops in communication at 
their contiguous ends for the passage of one 
of the straps through the several loops, and 
the middle loop having lateral openings inter 
mediate of the end loops for the free passage 
therethrough of the other, or crossing strap, 
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the two straps being held together at the point 6o 
of crossing by the sides of the middle loop, 
substantially as described. 

2. A keeper for crossing trunk and package 
straps, to be located at the point of crossing of 
the said straps to hold them in a fixed relative 
position, after being properly adjusted, the 
same consisting of a blank of flexible mate 
rial, having oppositely disposed side flaps, at 
each end, said flaps being folded to form end 
loops, and a connecting portion spanning the 
Space between the end loops and attached to 
the flaps on each side of their meeting, or 
inner ends, the space comprised between the 
body portion of the blank and the said con 
necting portion, forming a middle loop, sub 
stantially as described, for the purpose set 
forth. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

LOUIS PHEAN. 
Wittnesses: 

WM. L. WHELAN, 
T. II. WON KAPFF, 
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