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The invention relates to equipment bags and
it has particular relation to a bag which is essen-
tially adapted for use by physicians for carrying
medicinal supplies, surgical instruments, and
other articles ordinarily carried by them in mak-
ing professional calls.

Cognizance is taken of numerous hags that
have been used by physicians for many years for
carrying articles used in their profession. Inso-
far as known, however, the bags that ordinarily
have been used have not had satisfactory facili-
ties for accommodating the numerous and varied
articles which must be taken along on profes-
sional calls, and in at least most instances, such
articles are haphazardly deposited in a rather
ordinary type of bag. Moreover, in the bags that
have been used, little attention has been given
to locating and maintaining the various articles
in a satisfactory and convenient arrangement
which would allow the physician to quickly se-
lect one or more articles to be utilized. In most
cases such articles have been deposited in a bag
sufficiently large to accommodate them, and then
when the physician desired to remove some par-
ticular article, it was necessary to reach into the
bag and move the contents thereof around and
separate them until the desired article was found.
A bag which. is so arranged that the articles are
maintained in a definite and convenient order,
and which is so constructed that upon opening
the bag the various articles are immediately
placed in readily accessible locations, manifestly
is quite advantageous from the physician’s point
of view. Moreover, a bag of this character pre-
vents breakage and other damage which occa-
sionally results from lack of order and arrange-
ment of articles in the ordinary type of bag.

In addition to the above, it is quite important
that the physician’s equipment be divided up in
a manner more or less corresponding to the dif-
ferent types of cases involved in his profession.
For example, in visiting one patient, certain types
of surgical or other instruments may be used, in
the case of another patient, medicine will only
be used, and in another case hypodermic injec~
tions may be called for. Having a bag which is
designed so to separate the physician’s equip-
ment that he may have ready access to. and be
able to locate immediately the particular arti-
cles he desires to use, seemingly is of considerable
importance to the practicing physician.

It is one object of the invention to provide a
physician’s bag which is so constructed and ar-
ranged that various articles constituting his
equipment, will be located conveniently in the

bag, be separated so as to permit the physician to
immediately obtain the article or articles wanted,
and so arranged that breakage or damage of any
part of the equipment will practically be elimi-
nated.

Another object of the invention is to provide a
bag of the above designated character, which can
readily be opened to so place the various articles
comprising the equipment in the bag, in readily
accessible locations that the physician in making
his professional call, may immediately find the
article or articles wanted without inspecting or
hunting through the bag.

Another object of the invention is to provide a
physician’s bag which is extremely durable, which
is substantially tight for the purpose of prevent-
ing ingress of water, and which has a strongly
professional appearance,

Another object of the invention is to provide
a neat and compact bag which may be opened to
a wide degree, for the purpose of laying, so to
speak, the entire equipment of the bag before
the physician. Manifestly, it is quite convenient
to the physician to have a bag which when
opened, practically lays out the entire equip-
ment therein before him so as to enable him to
practically see at a glance, everything in the bag
50 as to enable him to quickly select the articles
wanted.

And in general it is an object of the invention
to provide a bag which will increase the efficiency
of the physician’s service, conserve his time,
avoid mental aggravation resulting from inability
to quickly find the articles wanted in the bag,

or to deposit such articles in a convenient ar- .

rangement, and which will insure maintenance
of the articles in the bag in good condition at
all times.

For an understanding of a particular form of
the invention, reference may be had to the ac-
companying drawings forming a part of the
specification,. wherein:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view illustrating a bag
constructed according to one form of the in-
vention;

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken substan-
tially along the line 2—2 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view on a larger scale,
taken substantially along the line 3—3 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 is a detail view in cross section, particu-
larly illustrating the manner in which the side
compartments of the bag are hinged to the bot-
tom compartment thereof;

Fig. 5 is a vertical cross-sectional view taken

substantially along the line 5—5 of Fig. 2, par-
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ticularly illustrating the manner in which cer-
tain articles comprising the physician’s equip-
ment, are arranged in one half of the bag;

Fig. 6 is a cross-sectional view taken substan-
tially along the line 6—6 of Fig. 5;

Fig. 7 is a cross-sectional view on g larger scale,
taken substantially along the line T—T of Fig. 6;

Pig. 8 is a cross sectional view on a larger
scale, illustrating particularly the ampoule case
shown by Fig. 6, and the manner in which the
cover therefor may be latched in closed position;

Fig. 9 is a cross-sectional and perspective view,
similar to that shown by Fig. 4, but illustrating
a different form of means for hinging the com-
partments to the body of the bag.

Referring to Figs. 1 and 2 particularly, the bag
jllustrated comprises a base or hody compart-
ment 10, and pivotal upper side compartments
{1 and 12. The side compartments i1 and 12 are
adapted to be opened from opposite sides of the
body compartment I8 as illustrated in broken
lines in Fig. 2 and to hinge about opposite edge
lines 13 and (4 of the latter. This opposed side~-
wisé opening of the compartments {I and 12
manifestly permits ready access to such com-
partments as well as to the body compartment 18
which is then exposed between the open side com-~
partments. Handles i5 and (6, mounted on the
compartments il and 12 adjacent their upper
and meeting edges when the bag is closed, are
provided to carry the bag and a latch 17 fastened
on the compartment I§ between the handles, and
adapted to cooperate with a cooperative latch
part on compartment (2 is employed for hold-~
ing the compartments in their closed positions.
This brief description indicates the general ar-
rangement of the bag and the manner in which
it is opened and closed.

" Now, as shown particularly by Figs. 2 and 5,
the bottom compartment 10 of the bag, com-
prises a rectangular frame work 20 composed
preferably of featherweight gumwood veneer,
having side walls 2{ and end walls 22. In con-
structing the frame work, the side walls may be
glued to the end pieces or secured thereto in any
other suitable manner. The bottom of the com-
partment preferably comprises a layer of pulp-
wood fibre indicated at 23, and this layer is glued
or secured in any other suitable manner within
and to the lower edge portions of the frame work
20. From this description, it will be apparent
that a substantially rigid box of rectangular con-
struction is obtained which defines the outline
of the compartment I0.

The lower surface of the bottom layer 23 is
covered by a thin piece of leather 24, which
preferably is glued to the bottom over the entire
surface thereof to provide a fully unitary con-
struction. On the inner surface of the side and
end walls 21 and 22 of the frame work 20, a layer
of fiber coruposition 25 is applied, this layer also
being glued to tke framework surfaces. The fiber
composition 25 also may be applied to the upper
surface of the bottom layer 23 if this is desired
and likewise glued to the upper surface thereof.
The inner surfaces of the side and end walls of
the framework 20, and the upper surface of the
bottom are then covered by a thin layer of leather
such as sheep skin skiver indicated .at 26, this

layer of leather also being glued to the surfaces

over which it is applied. Then the entire exterior

surface of the frame work 28 is covered by rela-

tively heavy leather 21, glued thereto to provide
a substantial heavy leather covering for the bot-
As shown particularly by
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Figs. 1 and 3, side and end strips of leather 27
cover the sides and end walls, which meet at the
corners of the compartment and are sewed to-
gether as indicated at 28. Consequently, when
the stitching 28 is effected a substantially solid
leather covering for the compartment is pro-
vided. As shown best by Fig. 2, the leather
covering 27 overlaps the bottom wall of the com-
partment to a point indicated at 89, and the over-
lapping leather portion preferably is positively
secured to the bottom by stitching indicated at
3f{ and this stitching extends entirely through
the bottom wall. A plurality of bosses 31’ in the
form of rivets with rounded heads for example,
may be located on the lower side of the bottom
to provide a support for the bag, and such rivets
may be secured to the bottom of the compart-
ment in any suitable manner such as by a rivet-
ing operation.

The compartments 11 and i2 are constructed
similarly and it is believed that the description
of cne compartment generally will be sufficient
for both compartments. Referring to Figs. 2, 3
and 4, preferably the layers of fiber composition
25 extend upwardly at both sides of the bottom
compartment as indicated at 33 and are formed
into arcuate shape as shown, to define the side
and arcuate parts of the compartments. The
bottom wall of each compartment as shown by

Tig. 2, comprises a layer 34 of fiber composition :

or the like, and the edge of this layer is glued
preferably as indicated at 35 to the inner side sur-
face of the fiber layer 33. The end walls of the
compartment as shown particularly by Fig. 3,
comprise layers of gumwood veneer or the like
indicated at 38, this layer fitting within the edges
of the fiber layer 33 constituting the side wall
of the compartment and being glued at its edges
thereto. Preferably also the end wall 3§ is pro-
vided with a fiber composition layer 3T which is
preferably glued to the inner surface of the gum-
wood layer. The inner surface of the compart-
ment is covered by thin leather such as sheep skin
skiver indicated at 38 and a similar layer 39 of

leather may be employed to cover the lower sur- °

face of the bottom wall 34 of the compartment.
To provide a hinging cover for the compartment,
the thin layers of leather 38 and 39 may be ex-
tended beyond the free edge of the bottom layer

34 of the compartment, and between such layers -

of leather a layer of fiber composition 48 is pro-
vided to stiffen the cover. It will be noted that
the fiber composition 40 and the layers of leather
38 and 29 at opposite sides thereof are deflected

in their closed position to substantially close the -

compartment. In this connection it is desired to
call attention to the fact that the leather layers
preferably are glued to opposed sides of the fiber
composition so as to provide a unitary construc-
tion. To provide an abutment for the cover of
the compartment, a stiffening element 42 may ex-
tend along the inner side of the side wall 33 ad-
jacent its free edge, and within the leather layer
38. The outer sides of the compartments and
particularly the side walls thereof, are covered
by the side layer of relatively heavy leather 271
which extend upwardly around the side por-
tions and such layers of leather similarly are
glued to the fiber layers which they cover. The

end walls of the compartment similarly are cov- 7

ered by heavy layers of leather indicated at 45 in
Fig. 3 which are likewise glued to the gumwood
veneer 36. Stitching as shown at 28 in Fig. 1, and
Fig. 3 may be employed for connecting the meet-
ing edges of such-outside leather layers.
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It will be noted in the figures: and particularly
Figs. b and 6 that the bottom walls 34 of the com-~
partments are disposed in vertically spaced rela-
tion with respect to the upper edges of the gum-
wood veneer 21 in the bottom compartment and

that the leather skiver in the bottom compart-"

ment. is reversely folded as indicated at 48 to pro-
vide an annular space 49 around the upper edge
of the bottom compartment to. prevent ingress
of water thereinto. In this connection it may be
stated that the layer of skiver on the inner sur-
face of the bottom compartment may be integral
with the layers of leather skiver 39 on the bottom
walls of the compartments so as to provide uni-
tary side leather layers in the bottom and side
compartments. It is apparent that the end walls
of the compartment and the side walls thereof
extend around and project below the upper edge
of the reversely folded leather portion 48 so that
should any water gain entrance between the
edges of the bottom compartment and the upper
compartments, such water would have to travel
upwardly over the folded edge 48 before it could
enter into the interior of the bag proper. Ad-
jacent the reversely folded portion 48 of the
leather skiver 26, and between the latter and the
fiber composition 25, reinforcing fabric such as
linen indicated at 59, may be employed to rein-
force the construction at the hinging lines of the
compartments.

From the above description it should be ap-
parent that the compartments (I and 12 may be
hinged into open and closed position substantial-
ly about the lines indicated at 13 and 14 and that
the fiber layers 25 and the outside layers of
leather 27 at such lines substantially constitute
the hinging connections between the compart-
ments {1 and I2 and the bottom compartment
{8. This arrangement provides a neat exterior
appearance for the bag wherein the hinging con-~
nection is practically not noticeable.

For limiting opening movement of each com-
partment, an arcuate plate 55 having a slot 56,
may be secured as indicated at 5T to that portion
of one end wall of each compartment projecting
below the bottom wall 34 thereof, and such arcu-
ate plate preferably is movable into a space pro-
vided for this purpose between the folded edge
portion 48 of the skiver 26 and the fiber layers in
one end wall of the bottom compartment. It is
of course manifest that any arrangement suitable
for the purpose may be provided so long as the
arcuate plates are free to move into and out of
the end walls of the bottom compartment. Pref-

5. erably, only one arcuate plate is provided for each

compartment and both plates on both compart-
ments are located at the same end so that when
the compartments are in their open position the
plates will constitute obstacles only at one end of
the bag. For limiting opening movement of the
compartments, pins or the like indicated at 58 ex-
tend through the slots 56 and are fixed to the end
wall of the bottom compartment and such pins

are adapted to engage the end of the slots at the

free ends of the arcuate plates 55 when the com-
partments are open. Various arrangements may
be provided to limit the opening of the compart-
ments but the arrangement described is found
particularly suitable.

It has previously been stated that the folded
edge portion of the skiver 26 provides a means for
preventing ingress of water into the bottom com-
partment around the meeting edges of the side
compartment and the bottom compartment. In
order to prevent ingress of water between the

3

meeting edges of the side compartments, the com-
partment 11 is shown as provided with a reinforc-~
ing lapping strip 60 which also is covered by the
outside layer of leather 27 and this lapping strip
60 extends across the top of the bag and along
the opposite end walls thereof so that when the
compartments are closed, it overlaps the meeting
edges thereof. From this it follows that the bag
is substantially leak proof and hence the contents
thereof may be preserved in good condition.

Each of the handles 15 and 16 is pivotally con-
nected to the compartment with which it is asso-
ciated, by means of a metal ring 85 which at one
end is pivotally connected to the compartment by
means of g leather strip 66 reversely folded about
& portion of the ring and stitched to the leather
layer 21, as indicated at 671 in Figs. 1 and 7. A
smaller reinforcing strip 68 of leather or suitable
reinforcing fabric may be looped about a portion
of the ring 65 within the folded leather 65 and
likewise stitched by the stitching 67. An oppo-
site portion of the ring 65 is pivotally associated
with the handle proper in any suitable manner
and the handle itself may be of any suitable and
rigid construction. When both handles are as-
sociated with the bag in this manncr it is ap-
parent that they can be brought into substantially
abutting positions as shown by Fig. 1, and the
bag is then carried readily by means supporting
both compartments.

The cover for the compartment {i preferably
comprises two parts indicated at 78 and Ii in
Fig. 5, which may be moved separately into open
and closed positions, whereas the cover for the
compartment {2 preferably constitutes a single
cover for the entire compartment. Any suitable
means may be employed for latching each cover
in closed position such as a hook 72 pivotally
mounted on the cover which is adapted to engage
an eye 13 secured to the reinforcing eclement 42
and projecting when the cover is closed through a
slot in the latter. A leather lip 74 may be secured
to each cover adjacent the hook 72 to facilitate
opening the cover when the hook is unlatched.
The compartment {2 with its single cover mani-
festly provides a long space which may be utilized
for carrying various surgical instruments or other
equipment that a physician uses, and which ra-
quire a long space in the bag. It is apparent that
eertain surgical instruments or other instruments
that the physician uses, of a particular character,
may be located in this compartment so that the
physician always knows where such instruments
are located.

The covers 10 and 7{ of the compartment i1,
however, cover separate compartments divided
by a partition 16 shown by Fig. 5 or in other words
the compartment i{ is divided into two smaller
compartments individually closed by the covers 79
and Ti. The smaller compartment at the left as
shown by Fig. 5 may be used for various articies
of similar nature that the physician uses, but the
other compartment shown at the right of Fig. 5
is particularly employed to receive ampoules.
Hypodermic ncedles and the like may alse be
stored in this compartment if this is found suit-
able, or if found more satisfactory they may be
stored in the smaller compartment at the left of
Fig. 5 so that the entire compartment it or the
smaller compartment at the right may be devoted
to hypodermic injecting equipment.

As an ampoule carrier, a box 18 is fastened on
the inner surface of the cover 11, and such box
has a pivoted cover 18 which may be hinged to
the box by an integral covering layer 79’, or a
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hinge of suitable character. The cover may be
latched to the body of the box by latching means
80 comprising a yieldable metal element 81 hav-
ing a bead 82 adapted to project into an opening
in the cover 18. When the cover is closed, it is
apparent that the bead slips into the opening,
whereas when the cover is to be opened, the bhead
slips out of the opening. In either case the latch
will automatically operate so that it is only neces-
sary to move the cover either into closed or open
position.

Wwithin the box 78 a removable layer of sponge
rubber 85 preferably is provided which has lon-
gitudinally spaced recesses 86 as shown by Fig. 6
adapted to receive the ampoule tubes 87. Simi-
larly, the cover 19 is provided with a removable
layer of sponge rubber or other suitable resilient
and yielding material 89 also having recesses 99
complementary to the ampoule tubes. The fact

that the sponge rubber layers are removable fa-

cilitates cleaning them, and it is evident that the
rubber readily may be washed and sterilized. To-
gether the resilient layers in the box 18 and cover
19 provide a soft but positive locating means for
ihe ampoule tubes, thereby preventing breakage
thereof while maintaining them in. positively
located positions.

I+ will be apparent from Fig. 6, that the com-
partment |{ may be opened by swinging it to the
right through an arc of substantially 90° and
that the covers for the compartment will then
be in a horizontal vlane with the compartment
at the right of the bottom compartment. The
cover 1f may be opened by swinging it tc .the
left through an arc of substantially 180 degrees
which will place the ampoule case 78 uppermost
and substantially in & horizontal plane above the
bottom compartment. Then the cover 19 for the
ampoule case may be lifted by swinging it to the
right thus exposing the ampoule tubes in a read-
ily accessikle position.

Tor accommodating a thermometer resilient
metal clips 8§ and 81 are provided which, as best
shown by Fig. 2, have lip portions §3 adapted to

5 clip the thermometer in place on one side wall

of the boitom compartment. Preferably, the
clips 88 and 8! are so located that they may in
conjunction provide a support for a single ther-
mometer or that they may be used separately
for this purpose. The clips preferably extend
through openings in the leather skiver 26 and
alongside the fiber composition 2§ to the bottom
wall of the compartment and may be riveted in
vlece as indicated at 88 in Fig. 5.

it is desirable that various medicines be re-
movable as a unit and for this purpose a bracket
plate 85 shown by Fig. 5 is provided having a
base portion 96 which is adapted to support a
group of bottles 87. The bottles are maintained
in separated positions cn the bracket 95 by means
of a strap 88 extending through longitudinally
spaced slots on the back wall of the bracket and
which engage the outer surfaces of the bottles.
When the bracket plate is in position the bottom
wall 85 thereof preferably seats on the bottom
wall of the hottom compartment, with the back
wall thereof against a side wall of the latter.
When so positioned the bracket is adapted to be
maintained in position by means of a latch 99,
preferably comprising a turnable eye {00 fastened
to the side wall of the botfom compartment and
which projects through a complementary slot in
the back wall of the bracket. When the bracket
is in proper position, it is apparent that the eye
100 may be turned 90 degrees and across the slot

2,055,657

to lock the bracket plate against the side wall.
The advantage of having a removable bracket
plate is manifest because it permits the physician
to remove the entire group of bottles as a unit
and place them on a table or the like where all
of the bottles will be readily visible thereby en-
abling him to select the bottle or bottles desired
without difficulty.

The advantages of the bag described seem ob-
vious without detailed explanation other than
that already. given. It is evident that the bag
may. be opened readily and that the side com-
partment can be placed in substantially hori-
zontal planes at opposite sides of the bottom
compartment thus permitting the physician to
see at a glance practically all that the bag con-
tains, it being evident that he knows what the
side compartments contain because ordinarily he
will employ such side compartments only for
designated purposes. It is apparent that the
bottom compartment will be readily visible as
well - as accessible, that the thermometer will
readily be visible and releasable and so located
that it is not apt to become broken, that the
bottle supporting bracket can be readily removed,
and that other articles which may bhe deposited
in the bottom of the bag can be readily seen at
a glance. Moreover, it is apparent that the
physician may immediately obtain access to the
ampoule case and moreover that such ampoule
tubes will be maintained in good condition
against breakage.

The bag provides a neat and compact construc-
tion, extremely durable, water tight in character,
and very satisfactory for a physician’s purpose in
making professional calls. The invention meets
the most exacting requirements of physicians by
providing a bag which maintains various articles
comprising the physician’s equipment in sepa-
rated and readily accessible locations, which pre-
vents breakage of breakable articles, and which
places.practically the entire equipment before the
physician when it is opened so that he can see
at least in effect all of the articles therein at a
glance. The arrangement of the component
parts of the bag eliminates haphazard depositing
of articles therein that characterizes the ordinary
bag used, and provides a construction which will
be readily recognized by physicians as meeting a
long felt need.

As an alternative manner of pivotally mounting
the side compartments on the bottom compart-
ment of the bag, a hinge may be employed instead
of the solid leather outer member, as indicated
at i8{ and such hinge may constitute metal hinge
elements 182 and 183 fastened between the leath-
er covering and bottom compartment and side
compartments respectively, and through which a
piano wire {184 or the:like may extend. While
the leather covering outside of the bag is suitable
for hinging purposes it may be found desirable
to use metal hinge-elements of this type.

Although certain forms of the invention have

.~ been shown and described in detail, it will be ap-

parent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications may be made without departing
from the scope of the appended claims.

I claim: ‘

1. A physician’s bag comprising a bottom com-
partment, a-second compartment hinged to the
bottom compartment, a pivotal cover for the sec-
ond compartment, an article case fastened on the
inside surface of the cover, and a pivotal cover
for the case, said case cover and said second com-
partment being pivoted to open in the same direc-
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tion, and the second compartment cover being
pivoted to open in the other direction.

2. A physician’s bag comprising a bottom com-
partment including pairs of side and end walls,
a side compartment arranged above said bottom
compartment, means for pivotally connecting said
side compartment to the upper margin of a side
wall of said bottom compartment, a cover for said
side compartment, means for pivotally connecting
said cover at the bottom margin thereof to the
bottom of the side compartment when the bag
is in closed condition, and an ampoule case fixed
to the inside surface of said cover and openable
about an axis adjacent the bottom of the ampoule
case, whereby said ampoule case is disposed in a
substantially erect position both when the bag is
closed and when the bag, side compartment, and
ampoule case are open,

3. A physician’s bag comprising a bottom com-
partment including pairs of side and end walls, a
side compartment arranged above said bottom
compartment, means for pivotally connecting said
side compartment to the upper margin of a side
wall of said bottom compartment, a cover for said
side compartment, means for pivotally connecting
said cover at the bottom margin thereof to the
bottom of the side compartment when the bag is
in closed condition, an ampoule case fixed to the
inside surface of said cover, and a cover for said
ampoule case pivotally connected at the bottom
thereof to the bottom of the ampoule case and ad-
jacent the pivotal connection between said side
cempartment and the cover therefor.

4. A physician’s bag comprising a bottom rec-
tangular compartment, upper side compartments
hinged to opposed sides of the bottom compart-
ment respectively, and in their closed positions
providing a closure to the bottom compartment
with their side and end walls constituting upward

5

continuations of the side and end walls of the
bottom compartment, each of said upper com-
partments in its closed position having a bottom
wall overlying a part of the bottom compartment
and a cover pivotally connected to the inner edge
of said bottom wall so that the pivotal covers for
both side compartments extend upwardly between
the latter, a relatively small article case fastened
on the inner side of one of said pivotal covers and
movable into and out of the adjacent side com-
partment upon hinging movement of the cover,
and a cover hinged to the case and normally clos-
ing that side of the latter opposite the cover to
which the case is fastened.

5. A physician’s bag comprising a bottom rec-
tangular compartment, upper side compartments
hinged to opposed sides of the botiom compart-
ment respectively, and in their closed positions
providing a closure to the bottom compartment
with their side and end walls constituting upward
continuations cf the side and end walls of the
bottom compartment, each of said upper com-
partments in its closed position having a bottom
wall overlying a part of the bottom compartment
and a cover pivotally connected to the inner edge
of said bottom wall so that the pivotal covers for
both side compartments extend upwardly between
the latter, a relatively small article case fastened
on the inner side of one of said pivotal covers
and movable into and out of the adjacent side
compartment upon hinging movement of the
cover, a cover hinged to the case and normally
closing that side of the latter opposite the cover
te which the case is fastened, and means in the
case for holding articles against movement dur-
ing pivotal movement of the side compartment
or the cover therefor.
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