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"METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING OPTIMUM
s . s . PERFORMANCE LEVEL TRANSITION POINTS AND MACHINES-
e LELE S ( BAZ LH READABLE MEDIUM THAT PROVIDE EXECUTABLE INSTRUCTIONS" )

A method for automatically transitioning a processor to another performance level
in a demand-based system. The invention provides for the automatic ;djustment of
proccgsor frequency while preserving system responsiveness. The performance-level
policy algorithm of the present invention detects increased processor utilization quickly
enough that transition to a higher performance level is comparable to maximum system
performance. The performance-level policy algorithm of an embodiment of the present
invention delays processor transition to a lower performance level so that quick reversals

in demand do not precipitate unnecessary transitioning.
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