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Reuel H. Thayer, Los Angeles, Calif., assinor to 
Thayer Telkee Corporation, San Francisco, 
Calif., a corporation of California 
Application May 9, 1931. 

2 Claims. 

This invention relates to improvements in key 
control and filing systems and more particularly 
relates to equipment for the proper care and 
control of large numbers of identified keys in a 
compact space so that they may readily be avail 
able for inspection and use by means of inter 
leaved panels each having hooks and associated 
identifying label pocketS. 
One of the objects of the invention is to pro 

wide an indexed key file and key filing System 
having a plurality of leaves each having in 
dividual hooks for receiving keys and having a 
key identifying device adjacent each hook to 
permit instantaneous identification of each key. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 
key filing or control System comprising a plurality 
of interleaved swinging panels each adapted to 
accommodate a predetermined number of keys 
and indexed so that the keys for any particular 
floor of a building for example may be quickly 
located, 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

key cross-index panel within a key filing cabinet 
which is provided with removable indicators 
adapted to indicate alphabetical and Serial num 
ber indexes with cross-reference to the room 
number indicating insignia adjacent the key 
hooks. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

key filing cabinet with interleaved, movable 
panels each provided with integral key hooks and 
integral identifying label pockets for indicating 
the adjacent key on said hook. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

an interleaved panel for key filing cabinets with 
projecting hooks in staggered relation for in 
dividual keys and label pockets for individual 
key identification mounted adjacent to said 
hooks. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

an integral key hook and identifying label pocket 
om a hook receiving panel by stamping and de 
forming the panel. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a key filing cabinet with removable panels each 
provided with a plurality of individual key hooks 
and label pockets whereby the capacity of the 
cabinet can be revised as neceSSary. 

Further objects and advantages of this inven 
tion will appear from the following description, 
taken in connection with the attached drawings 
which illustrate preferred forms of embodiment 
thereof and in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective of a wall key file with 
the door and a panel in the open position. 

Serial No. 536,218 
(C. 40-95) 

Figure 2 is a front elevation of a wall file panel 
showing the hinge securing means in CrOSS Sec 
tion. 

Figure 3 is a front elevation of an index card 
holder with parts broken away to show the de 
tails of the hinge construction. 

Figure 4 is a front elevation similar to Figure 
2 partially in detail showing a modified form of 
demountable key panel. 

Figure 5 is a top plan view, partially in Sec 
tion showing a modified form of a Wall file with 
interior panels. 

Figure 6 is a perspective view, partially in sec 
tion of a drawer key file comprising a plurality 
of interleaved panels. 

Figure 7 is a vertical section through a part 
of a drawer key file showing one panel pulled 
for Ward. 

Figure 8 is a front elevation of a part of a 
key panel showing the integral key hook and 
label pocket. 

Figure 9 is a vertical section through the hook 
substantially on the line 9-9 of Figure 8. 
Figure 10 is a front elevation similar to Fig 

ure 8 but showing further modified form of key 
hook and identifying label pocket. 

Figure 11 is a vertical cross section on the line 
1-1. Of Figure 10. 

Figure 12 is a front elevation similar to Figures 
8 and 10 but showing a still further modified 
form of key hook and identifying label pocket. 

Figure 13 is a vertical croSS Section. On the line 
13-13 of Figure 12. 
The control of keys including the proper fling 

and indexing and identification particularly of 
duplicate sets of keys has become a problem of 
great importance particularly With large Office 
buildings, industrial plants, apartment houses, 
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hotels and the like, and in fact wherever keys 
are used. With the larger buildings, thousands 
of keys classified as to floor and particular use 
must be orderly arranged to prevent the costly 
confusion when a particular key is greatly needed, 
In the present invention I have provided a system 
whereby a large number of keys may be orderly 
arranged, identified and indexed and by means 
of Swinging panels divided into unitS or floors, 
said system contemplating in general either Wall 
storage safes or drawer storage files. In brief 
I have applied the visible index filing System to 
the control of keys by means of interleaved panels 
of the wall or drawer type. In the embodiment 
of the invention shown in Figure 1 the Wall file 
cabinet 10 is provided with a door 12, which may 
if desired be provided with a plurality of hooks 
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1,948,738 
sides. Between respective section guides 62 are 
key panels 63 similarly provided with hook strips 
and identifying label pocket units 14. For use 
in ordinary desk drawers the file is of relatively 
low height and for easy accessibility a single row 
of hooks is provided along the top edge of the 
panel 63, although any number of rows may be 
provided depending upon the depth or slope of 
the fille. 
The section guides 62 are provided with rear 

edges 65 which are at an angle with the front 
edges 64 of the adjacent Section guide preferably 
of about 15', the front edge 64 against which 
the panel 63 rests being approximately 45 with 
the horizontal and the rear edge being about 
60° with the horizontal. This construction per 
mits the panel to be SWung forward as shown in 
Figure 7 whereby the keys may be more conven 
ently removed from the rear panel, and also per 
mits complete visibility of all keys identifying 
labels and hooks. Projections 66 at the bottom 
of each section guide 62 cooperate with the front 
corner point 67 of the next rear section guide 
which acts as a pivot or loose hinge to permit 
this movement. As the panels 63 are not Secured 
however they may be entirely removed as desired 
to permit the removal of an entire unit of keys, 
such as a floor or the like at one time. 

Each of the panels 63 is visibly indexed by pro 
jecting tabs or panel labels 63a so that each panel 
may be quickly turned to and as the hooks on 
each panel are numbered each key may be quickly 
located. A cross index 68 is adapted to be carried 
by the front section guide 62 which is not of Suff 
cient depth to carry an additional key panel, 
The index 68 is particularly suited for cross in 
dexing the keys which are already visibly in 
dexed. The card index 68 includes both an alpha 
betical and a numerical index the alphabetical 
index being in one half the index, for example to 
the right of the center, and the numerical index 
on the left. Both indexes correspond to the vis 
ible index. The cover may be centrally bound at 
69 so that either or both the alphabetical and 
numerical indexes may be used at Once. One 
form of construction of hook and label pocket 
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unit is shown in Figures 8 and 9. The panel 70 
which may be either the short pivoted panel sim 
ilar to the panel 63 or the hinged wall cabinet file 
panel such as shown at 16 and 54 is provided with 
suitable key receiving hooks 14a which may be 
stamped out of the strip 14 leaving the aperture 
74. Cooperating with the hooks 14a and stamped 
around the hook is a label pocket 14b which has 
the rectangular aperture 74 through which the 
label will be visible. The pocket 14b is suitably 
projected from the planar surface of the strip 14 
so that it will receive a label 78 within the socket 
formed. Such a pocket is adapted to guide the 
label not only on the sides but at the top. 
Another modification of hook strip is shown in 

Figure 10 in which the panel 80 is provided with 
an integral hook 82 stamped from the strip and 
leaving the aperture 83 and also provided with 
the struck up projections 84 on the side forming 
a label pocket adapted to receive a label there 
between and adjacent the hook 82. The label 85 
will rest on the hook 82 at the bottom as shown 
in Figure 1. Such a construction is extremely 
simple and may be formed from a single stamping 
operation. 
Another form of construction is shown in Fig 

ures 12 and 13 in which the panel 90 is provided 
with integral key hooks and label pockets. The 
key hooks 91 are pressed up from the panel 90 as 

3 
well as the label receiving pockets 92 by a suit 
able forming operation. Upstanding lugs 93 may 
be projected back of the planar face of the panel 
90 to act as a support for the label within the 
pocket 92. It will be understood that the hook 
and label pockets illustrated are merely by way of 
illustration and that hooks with gummed or 
stamped identifying labels might be used. 
The constructions shown are preferably formed 

of metal in order to withstand the weight and 
Wear of Supporting metal keys. It will be under 
stood however, that other materials of construc 
tion may be used and that the forms of embodi 
ment may be changed from those illustrated. 
My invention contemplates broadly the applica 
tion of the visible index system to the compact 
storage of keys by means of indexed swinging 
key panels and may therefore be embodied in va 
rious forms of apparatus without departing from 
the Spirit of my invention or the scope of the ap 
pended claims. 

I claim: 
1. In a key file a plurality of vertically pivoted 

Swinging key panels, visible index means on each 
panel, a plurality of integral hooks on each panel 
for Supporting a plurality of keys, a card receiving 
pocket adjacent each key hook adapted to receive 
a card for identifying said hook in accordance 
with the respective key therefor, and a separate 
key index and cross reference mounted for verti 
? Swinging between panels and carried by said 

e. 
2. In a key file of the class described, a cabinet, 

a plurality of key receiving panels, means to sup 
port said panels within said cabinet, said key 
receiving panels adapted to rock with respect to 
their Support, key Supports on said panels to sup 
port a plurality of keys on said panels, means to 
index each support, and a swinging pocket mount 
ed on One of Said panels, adapted to receive a 
CrOSS index card. 

3. As an article of manufacture of the class 
described, in combination with a key file, a panel 
for increasing the capacity of said key file mount 
ed between walls of the key file, said panel hav 
ing two faces, each face having a plurality of 
key receiving hooks projecting therefrom, said 
panel having a plurality of extended portions 
formed adjacent to and cooperating with said 
key receiving hooks for receiving a label or 
identifying insignia for identifying each hook, 
means, including projecting members in align 
ment with one edge of the panel carried by said 
panel, whereby said panel may be secured in said 
key file, and a plurality of projections on each 
face of the panel, said projections rotatably re 
ceiving a cross index device. 

4. As an article of manufacture of the class 
described a wall cabinet key file to receive a plu 
rality of separately identified keys, said file com 
prising a plurality of wall panels, and a swinging 
panel member interleaved between the wall 
panels, a plurality of rows of key receiving hooks 
mounted on all of said panels, said rows being 
Spaced closer together than the length of the 
keys, the hooks in adjacent rows being staggered 
With respect to a vertical plane, the interleaved 
panel member having a plurality of hooks on 
each face thereof, means to identify each hook, 
and a cross index mounted between adjacent 
panels to cross index the hooks with respect to 
the keys carried thereby. 

5. As an article of manufacture of the class 
described a wall cabinet for a key file comprising 
a plurality of interleaved panels, a plurality of 
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4. 
rows of key receiving hooks mounted on said 
panels, the hooks in adjacent rows being stag 
gered with respect to a vertical plane, and a cross 
index card receiving member pivotally mounted 
between each pair of adjacent panels to receive 
a cross index card, said member facing the adja 
cent panel indexed, said panels having a plurality 
of label identifying pockets each adjacent to a 
hook. 

6. A wall file for the classification and filling 
of a plurality of keys or the like comprising & 
cabinet and a movable panel within Said cabinet, 
said panel having a plurality of rows of key Sup 
porting hooks integral therewith, and a plurality 
of key identifying label pockets adjacent Said 
hooks to identify each of said hooks, and means 
to removably mount said panel, said means for 
mounting said panel including a renovable bear 
ing, whereby said panel may be removed when 
said bearing is removed. 

7. A key file cabinet comprising a wall Section 
and a door section, said sections having a plu 
rality of key hooks secured thereto, and an inter 
leaved panel between said sections, said panel 
having a plurality of rows of Staggered key re 
ceiving hooks mounted thereon, means for re 
movably holding said panel in place, a holder for 
a cross index and means Securing Said holder to 
said panel. 

8. In a key file of the class described, the com 
bination of a cabinet having inner walls and key 
panels on said walls, and a swinging key receiv 
ing panel mounted between said inner walls, each of said key receiving panels having a plurality 
of rows of key supports, said supports being 
spaced relatively close together in horizontal and 
vertical relation, said cabinet being relatively 
deep with respect to the projected distance of the 
supports so that said cabinet may be closed, an 
identification receiving pocket adjacent each of 
the key supports adapted to receive an identify 
ing means corresponding to the identification of 
the key adapted to be carried by the respective 
key support, and index panels SWingably mounted 
within said key file, each index panel being 
mounted between key receiving panels, Said index 
panels being swingably secured whereby both 
faces may be used for further identifying means 
for the respective groups of keys on the adjacent 
panel. 

9. A key file of the class described a cabinet, 
a plurality of vertically pivoted key receiving 

848,788 
panels, means to secure all of said panels within 
the cabinet, said key receiving panels having a 
plurality of key supports in closely spaced oria 
Zontal and vertical rows, a label pocket 2dja 
cent each key support, identifying means ada- 8 
cent said key supports corresponding to the ider 
tified key adapted to be carried thereby, inde:- 
ing tabs on said key supporting panels, 8, swing 
ing panei carried between adjacent pairs of key 
Supporting panels, said Swinging panel adapted to 
receive a cross index for the keys on the pane 
facing the index. 

10. A storage unit file for a plurality of keys 
comprising a relatively deep cabinet, the back 
of which is adapted to be secured to a support, 20 
a key receiving panel mounted within said cabinet 
against said back, a hinged front completing said 
cabinet and having a key receiving panel mount 
ed thereon, additional key panels vertically 
hinged within said cabinet and adapted to be 
exposed when the front is opened, key hooks on 
the exposed faces of all of Said panels, and a 
Swinging Inember between adjacent hook sup 
porting panels adapted to receive a cross-index, 
Said cabinet having an all over depth exceeding 500 
the total depth of the key hooks and interleaved 
Swinging index receiving members, whereby said 
front may be closed to completely enclose all of 
Said keys. 

11. In a key index file, a plurality of swinging 105 
panels hinged in compact organization, each 
panel having a plurality of key supporting means 
thereon, each key supporting means having a key 
identifying means adjacent thereto, means on 
each panel indicating the group of keys support- 0 
ed thereon visible in a row while said panels are 
in closed compact relation, each panel being mov 
able about a pivot relative to the adjacent panels 
to Secure better access to the keys thereon. 

12. A key index file for holding a plurality of 25 
keys in a Small Space comprising a box-like com 
partment having therein a plurality of panels 
hinged at One edge thereof to permit access to 
keys On adjacent panels, each panel having a 
plurality of key Supporting means thereon, each 20 
key supporting means having a key identifying 
means adjacent thereto, a projecting tab on each 
panel indicating the group of keys thereon, the 
Said tabs being visible in a row in their normal 
position within the compartment. 
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