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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HENRY EDWARD LID 

DLE, a citizen of the United States of Amer 
ica, and a resident of Muskegon, in the 
county of Muskegon and State of Michigan, 
have invented new and useful improvements 
in Dating-Stamps, of which the following is 
a specification. . . . - 

This invention relates to improvements in 
that class of hand stamps intended for 
marking dates on papers, etc. and which are 
usually provided with rotatable month, day 
and year wheels, with a ribbon for inking 
said wheels, a die being provided which has 
permanent printing matter on both sides 
of the aforesaid wheels. This is a very 
common form of dating stamp as used in 
many railroad ticket offices, and as hereto 
fore constructed it is made in two main 
parts, one of which is hinged to the other 
and one of which carries the printing char 
acters, while the other carries the stamping 
head and the impression block. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

a wheel lock to automatically lock said 
wheels and keep them from turning merely 
by the closing of one of the two main parts 
upon the other. Similarly the opening of 
the two main parts of the frame automatic 
ally unlocks said wheels so that they may 
be adjusted. 
With this object in view, my invention 

consists in the stamp, as shown in its pref 
erable embodiment, in the accompanying 
drawings and as hereinafter more particu 
larly described and then claimed. 

In the drawings accompanying and form 
ing part hereof: Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of my dating stamp. Fig. 2 is a sec 
tional view through the wheels and their 
lock. Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view. 
Fig. 4 is a vertical section. 

Referring now to the details of the draw 
ings by numerals: 1 designates the main 
frame of the stamp which is usually pro 
vided with two supporting portions or feet 
2 and 3 and which is also usually provided 
with two vertical portions 5 and 6 near the 
front of the machine and with a vertical 
portion 8 at the rear of the machine. With 
in and between the vertical portions 5 and 6 
is supported a series of type wheels, one 
wheel (10) containing the abbreviations of 
the months while the other wheels (11, 12 
and 13) are number wheels to print the 
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days of the month and also the years. The 
“day' wheels, or the two middle sets of 
wheels, are each provided with teeth 15 
on their exterior surfaces and with these 
two parts engage the usual gear wheels 17 
which are connected to spindles 16 and 18 
which carry thumb wheels 19 aft 20. It 
follows from this construction that the 

wheels may be independently ad 
justed by moving either of the thumb 
wheels 19 and 20 as the occasion may re 
quire. The “month’ and “year wheels 
may be adjusted by hand since these only 
have to be moved infrequently. 
On top of the vertical portions 5 and 6 is 

secured the usual inscription plate 22 which 
needs no further description, since it is one ordinarily employed. 
To the vertical portion 8 at the rear of 

the main frame 1 is hinged the movable 
frame 30. This movable frame 30 is hinged 
to the main frame 1 so that it may be ele 
vated in order to adjust the wheels without 
injuring the ribbon, and in order to lock 
this hinged frame 30 to the main frame 1 
I employ a spring acting bolt 32 which may 
be shoved inward by the spring finger 34 
in order to release the hinged frame there 
from when said hinged frame may be moved 
on its hinge and the stamp opened for ad justment. 

In order to lock the wheels from adjust 
ment, I provide a pivot lock or latch 40 
which is preferably formed of the construc 
tion shown in Fig. 3. As there shown it is 
formed of sheet metal and has two pro 
jecting members 42 and 43 which are of just 
the proper width to fit over one of the rows 
of printing characters on the various sets 
of wheels and fit within the grooves formed 
in said wheels. At the lower end of this 
sheet metal structure 40 the ends are curved 
in two tubular parts into which a spindle 41 
projects and on which the lock 40 is pivoted. 
Around this spindle is fitted a spring 50 
which normally tends to hold the lock or 
latch 40 out of engagement with the print 

In order to prevent the lock or 
latch 40 from moving too far away from 
said wheels, I employ a keeper 52 which 
is preferably screwed to one of the vertical 
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portions 5 or 6. The lock or latch 40 has pref 
erably connected to it a spring member 55 
and this spring member is so located that 
it will be engaged by a fixed part of the 




