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(57) ABSTRACT 

A document search system includes a plurality of computers 
in a network having a router, and an email software program 
on each of the computers. A database stores attachment files 
and email documents. A search program on at least one of the 
computers initiating storage of email documents and attach 
ment files. A mail journal database stores email data extracted 
by the search program from the email. A message identifica 
tion (ID) identifying the email document, and the ID being 
generated by the search program and associating an email 
document with corresponding email data, and the ID associ 
ating the email document with an attachment file when an 
attachment file is sent. A file loader replacing an attachment 
file with a file link and storing the attachment file in the 
database. The file link provides access to the attachment file in 
the database. 

14 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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DOCUMENT SEARCH SYSTEMWHCH 
REFLECTS THE STUATION OF USING 
DOCUMENTS IN THE SEARCH RESULTS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a document search system 
and a method for searching documents, and more particularly, 
a search system for email documents and file attachments 
which provides search results from the email document and 
the file attachments. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Document stored in a document database are typical man 
aged for searching by correlating specified records or attribu 
tion information about the documents or data. The records or 
attribution information may include, for example, varies con 
dition or purposes of the document, e.g., research paper, 
publication, area of technology. Further examples of records 
include time of creation, creator, and in the case of document 
sent in email, the records may include the party sending, the 
receiving party, the time and date of sending the size of the 
document. Searching data in an email system or database may 
be provided by the email program or a separate search pro 
gram. Current document search systems foremail documents 
use specified email data or email attribution information to 
provide search results. Expanding and updating attribution 
information provides more accurate search results by provid 
ing more detailed information for the search. However, updat 
ing the attribution information is time consuming for users 
and thus is seldom performed. Further, other attempts to 
manage email documents include assigning categories to 
documents. However, the categories assigned may not reflect 
the many aspects of the document, such as different Subject 
areas of data, leading to a search for specified data not pro 
viding the best results as the category may not relate to the 
search terms. 

There is therefore a need for a searching system and 
method of searching documents which provides more accu 
rate search results. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In an aspect of the invention, a document search system 
includes a computer network including a plurality of comput 
ers, an email Software program stored on computer readable 
medium on each of the computers and being executed by a 
processor in the computer, and a router communicating with 
the computer network for routing email from the email soft 
ware program in the computer network. The system further 
includes a database for storing attachment files and email 
documents, a search program stored on computer readable 
medium on at least one of the computers and being executed 
by a processor in the computer. The search program initiates 
storage of email documents and attachment files. A mail 
journal database stores email data extracted by the search 
program from the email. A message identification (ID) iden 
tifies the email document. The ID is generated by the search 
program and associates an email document with correspond 
ing email data. The ID associates the email document with an 
attachment file when an attachment file is sent. A file loader is 
part of the search program, and the file loader replaces an 
attachment file with a file link and stores the attachment file in 
the database. The file link provides access to the attachment 
file in the database. 
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2 
In a related aspect, the system further includes a first data 

base for email documents, a second database for file attach 
ments, and the mail journal database being a third database. In 
another related aspect, the message IDs are stored in the first 
and second databases, and the third database stores email 
data. Additionally, the email data may include email header 
information. Further, email data or attribution information 
may include the time the email was sent and the time the email 
was received in the database. Additionally, an email docu 
ment and/or attachment file may be designated as confiden 
tial. 

In another aspect of the invention, a method of searching 
documents includes: sending emails using an email software 
program stored on computer readable medium on each of the 
computers and being executed by a processor in the computer, 
the emails being sent using a computer network including a 
plurality of computers; routing emails for delivery being sent 
over the computer network using the email software program; 
initiating storage of email documents and attachment files 
using a search program being Stored on computer readable 
medium on at least one of the computers and being executed 
by a processor in the computer, storing attachment files in a 
database and email documents; storing email data extracted 
by the search program from the email to a mail journal data 
base; generating a message identification (ID) for each email 
using the search program; identifying the email document 
using the message identification; associating an email docu 
ment with corresponding email data using the ID, and asso 
ciating the email document with an attachment file when an 
attachment file is sent using the ID; replacing an attachment 
file with a file link and storing the attachment file in the 
database using a file loader being part of the search program: 
and providing access to the attachment file in the database 
using the file link. 

In a related aspect, the method includes storing the mes 
sage IDS in first and second databases, and storing the email 
data in a third database. The method may farther include 
designating an email document and/or attachment file as con 
fidential. 

In another aspect of the invention, a computer program 
product comprises a computer readable medium having 
recorded thereon a computer program being executed by a 
processor for searching documents. The computer program 
performs the steps of sending emails using an email software 
program stored on computer readable medium on each of the 
computers and being executed by a processor in the computer, 
the emails being sent using a computer network including a 
plurality of computers; routing emails for delivery being sent 
over the computer network using the email software program; 
initiating storage of email documents and attachment files 
using a search program being Stored on computer readable 
medium on at least one of the computers and being executed 
by a processor in the computer, storing attachment files in a 
database and email documents; storing email data extracted 
by the search program from the email to a mail journal data 
base; generating a message identification (ID) for each email 
using the search program; identifying the email document 
using the message identification; associating an email docu 
ment with corresponding email data using the ID, and asso 
ciating the email document with an attachment file when an 
attachment file is sent using the ID; replacing an attachment 
file with a file link and storing the attachment file in the 
database using a file loader being part of the search program; 
and providing access to the attachment file in the database 
using the file link. 

In a related aspect, the computer program product further 
comprising the step of storing the message IDs in a first and 
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second databases, and storing the email data in a third data 
base. The program may further comprise the step of desig 
nating an email document and/or attachment file as confiden 
tial. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

These and other objects, features and advantages of the 
present invention will become apparent from the following 
detailed description of illustrative embodiments thereof, 
which is to be read in connection with the accompanying 
drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram depicting an illustrative docu 
ment search system according to one embodiment of the 
invention; and 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram depicting an exemplary search 
request. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Referring to FIG. 1, an illustrative embodiment according 
to the invention of a document search system 10 using docu 
ments and email data in the search results is shown. An email 
Software program 22 is embodied on computer readable 
medium embodied as data storage 24 in a computer system 
20. The program 22 is executed by a microprocessor 26. The 
computer 20 communicates with other computers 40 using a 
network 30 which may be wireless or wired, and includes a 
mail router 34. The system 10 further includes a search soft 
ware program 28 embodied on the data storage 24 and 
executed by the microprocessor 26. A user may send an email 
document having header information Such as a Subject, a mail 
address, from address, date and time, and the content of the 
email, as well as one or more file attachments. When a user 
sends a file attachment with an email, a file loader 50 initiated 
by the search program sends the attachment file to a database 
60 which may be embodied as an attachment file library 
and/or a document library. The file loader 50 is part of the 
email program 22 or application and may be running on the 
computer 20, or on a client computer 40, or alternatively, 
running on the mail router, or a mail server. The file loader 
generates a file link for retrieving the stored file. The file link 
is sent to the intended recipient of the email. In an alternative 
embodiment, the file loader may generate a copy of the 
attachment file for the database and thereby allow the original 
attachment file to be sent to its intended recipient. In order to 
associate the e-mail document with the attachment file, the 
file loader 50 generates an identification (ID) of the e-mail 
document and maintains the ID in the attachment file library 
60 for associating the email document to the appropriate file 
attachment. The email document and the attachment file are 
grouped and defined as attribution information or email data. 
The e-mail documents transmitted from users are collected in 
a database embodied as a mail journal 70. The mail journal 
may be implemented by the email program 22 as a product 
function. Thereby, email documents in the mail journal 70 are 
associated with attachments in the file library 60 using the 
search program 28. In one example, users transmit informa 
tion regarding a file attachment in an e-mail exchange after 
transmitting the file attachment in the document database by 
e-mail. In this example, it is possible to determine that the 
original e-mail is replied to or forwarded to another email user 
by using the identification of the e-mail. Therefore, when no 
attachment file is sent with an email, it is possible to associate 
the email document in the mail journal 70 with the associated 
attachment file using the document ID. 
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4 
The document search system 10, searches all mail regard 

less of the originator, i.e., regardless of whether the mail is 
considered from one party (sender). The information on the 
searched mails does not appear on the search results, but is 
used for searching documents and files in the document 
library 60. The searched documents appear in the search 
results and are available for the user to read. Thus, the user can 
specify a document search, an attachment, and background 
information, for example, the document with the background 
information. The search for a document can include search 
terms related to the attribution information, including, email 
content, attachment file content and email header content. In 
one embodiment, a search result may include a list of files in 
the attachment file library 60. 

Searching the content of the e-mail document is provided 
by using the ID of the e-mail resulting from the search to 
provide a list of associated file attachments in the search 
results. The search results include the email documents found 
in the search and the associated attachment files. A list of the 
e-mails may or may not be displayed with the search result. 

In another aspect of the invention, contents of an email 
document may be secret or confidential. In this case, a user 
may designate part or the whole of the document or attach 
ment(s) as being unavailable for searching. 

Other data can be added to the attribution information, 
including, for example, when or what occasion, reason, or for 
what Subject the email document sent. Further, data may 
include, where an email was sent from, to whom the email 
was sent, was the email sent with an important or urgent 
indicator as optioned by many email systems. 

In one embodiment of the invention, searching email docu 
ments in the databases 60, 70 only includes searching con 
tents described in the document and minimal attribution 
information Such as the time of original entrance of the email 
document into the database. In another embodiment of the 
invention, several databases may be included in the system 
10, for example, an email document database, a file attach 
ment database, and a mail journal database. Email message 
IDs may be stored in either or both of the document and file 
databases. 

Therefore, in accordance with the present invention, a user 
may search for a file in the database 60 and also search content 
of email documents for associated data. The e-mail associated 
with the document is treated as it were hidden or unavailable 
information, and thus a list of the e-mails resulting from the 
search is not provided, but a list of documents in the document 
database associated with the e-mails is displayed as the search 
result. Thus, the email document content is included in the 
attribution information and searchable, thereby, providing 
more accurate search results. 

In operation, a method of searching documents according 
to an embodiment of the invention and using the system 10 
shown in FIG. 1, includes sending emails using the email 
Software program 22 using the computer network 30 to com 
puter 40. The emails are routed for delivery using the router 
34 after the attachment files are stored in the database 60 
using a file loader 50. Storage of email documents and attach 
ment files is initiated using the search program 28. The email 
documents are associated with corresponding email data 
using the ID, and the email document is associated using the 
ID with an attachment file when an attachment file is sent. 
Email data extracted by the search program from the email is 
stored in a mail journal database. A message identification 
(ID) is generated by the search program 28 for each email, and 
each email is identified using the message identification. For 
example, an email application may assign an ID to each mail 
message. An attachment file is replaced with a file link and the 
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attachment file is stored in the database 60 using the file 
loader 50. Thereby, the file link provides access to the attach 
ment file in the database 60. 

In a further example of the present invention, a document 
search may be performed using keywords. The keywords are 
used in a full text search to find corresponding data in the 
database 60 in the document library and/or the attachment file 
library, and the email journal database 70. Additionally, a 
search may be performed wherein a keyword is used to search 
the mail journal database 70, and relevant message IDs found 
in the search are displayed with the search result. In a further 
example, the email data may also be displayed with the search 
result. 

Referring to FIG. 2, in an alternative example, a user may 
search for an item in the document library 60 using a search 
request 100. The search request 100 includes a document 
search field 102 for searching in documents. The document 
searchfield has two search fields 104,108. The fields 104,108 
work in combination when a word or phrase is searched with 
another term. A background field of search 110 is for search 
ing words or phrases in the background of the documents, 
which includes the emails stored in the database mail journal 
70. The background field of search 110 includes sub fields of 
search 112, 114, similarly to fields 104, 108, for searching 
terms in combination. In the example shown in FIG. 2, the 
user searches by inputting a search term in the search fields 
104,108 for a document in the mail journal 70 which has an 
attachment, in this case, a “photo stored in the library 60. 
Further, the user may search for another item in the document 
using the background field of search 112, for example, “Stat 
ute of Liberty”. If a document is found in the library 60 
meeting the search criteria, the information is presented to the 
user. The information includes, for example, that a person 
went to a specified city, in this example New York City, and 
included a photo of for example, a landmark, in this case, the 
statute of liberty. The user cannot read the emails, but from the 
information presented the user can ascertain that the docu 
ment is related to the search terms. 

While the present invention has been particularly shown 
and described with respect to preferred embodiments thereof, 
it will be understood by those skilled in the art that changes in 
forms and details may be made without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the present application. It is therefore 
intended that the present invention not be limited to the exact 
forms and details described and illustrated herein, but falls 
within the scope of the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A document search system, comprising: 
a computer network including a plurality of computers; 
an email Software program stored on computer readable 
medium on each of the computers and being executed by 
a processor in the computer; 

a router communicating with the computer network for 
routing email from the email Software program in the 
computer network; 

a database for storing attachment flies and email docu 
ments; 

a search program being stored on computer readable 
medium on at least one of the computers and being 
executed by a processor in the computer, the search 
program initiating storage of email documents and 
attachment files, the search program includes a search 
request which includes a document search field having 
two search fields for searching the email documents and 
the attachment files in the database, the search request 
further includes a background field of search for search 
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6 
ing in a background of the stored email documents and 
the attachment files in the database using the search 
request: 

a mail journal database for storing email data extracted by 
the search program from the email; 

a message identification (ID) identifying the email docu 
ment, the ID being generated by the search program and 
associating an email document with corresponding 
email data, and the ID associating the email document 
with an attachment file when an attachment file is sent, 
wherein message IDs are stored in the first and second 
databases, and the third database stores email data; and 

a file loader being part of the search program, the file loader 
replacing an attachment file with a file link and storing 
the attachment file in the database, the file link providing 
access to the attachment file in the database; 

the search request further includes a document search field 
configured to search the email data, the emails associ 
ated with the document search being viewable by a user, 
the background field of search configured to search the 
email data in the background of the stored email docu 
ments and the attachment files in the database and in the 
database mail journal, the emails associated with the 
background field of search being hidden from the user. 

2. The system of claim 1, further comprising: 
first database for email documents, a second database for 
file attachments, and the mail journal database being a 
third database. 

3. The system of claim 1, wherein email data includes 
email header information. 

4. The system of claim 1, wherein email data further 
includes a time the email was sent and a time the email was 
received in the database. 

5. The system of claim 1, wherein an email document 
and/or attachment file is designated as confidential. 

6. A method of searching documents, comprising: 
sending emails using an email software program Stored on 

computer readable medium on each of the computers 
and being executed by a processor in the computer, the 
emails being sent using a computer network including a 
plurality of computers; 

routing emails for delivery being sent over the computer 
network using the email software program; 

initiating storage of email documents and attachment files 
using a search program being stored on computer read 
able medium on at least one of the computers and being 
executed by a processor in the computer; 

initiating a search request using the search program, the 
search request including a document search field having 
two search fields for searching the email documents and 
the attachment files in the database, the search request 
further including a background field of search for 
searching in a background of the stored email docu 
ments and the attachment files in the database using the 
search request; 

storing attachment files in a database and email documents; 
storing email data extracted by the search program from the 

email to a mail journal database; 
generating a message identification (ID) for each email 

using the search program; identifying the email docu 
ment using the message identification; 

associating an email document with corresponding email 
data using the ID, and associating the email document 
with an attachment file when an attachment file is sent 
using the ID; 

storing the messageIDS in a first and second databases, and 
storing the email data in a third database; 
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replacing an attachment file with a file link and storing the 
attachment file in the database using a file loader being 
part of the search program; and 

providing access to the attachment file in the database 
using the file link; 

the search request further including a document search 
field configured to search the email data the emails asso 
ciated with the document search being viewable by a 
user, 

the background field of search configured to search the 
email data in the background of the stored email docu 
ments and the attachment files in the database and in the 
database mail journal, the emails associated with the 
background field of search being hidden from the user. 

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising: 
designating an email document and/or attachment file as 

confidential. 
8. The method of claim 6, wherein email data includes 

email header information. 
9. The system of claim 6, wherein email data further 

includes a time the email was sent and a time the email was 
received in the database. 

10. A computer program product comprising a computer 
readable medium, said medium is not a propagating signal, 
having recorded thereon a computer program being executed 
by a processor for searching documents, the computer pro 
gram performing the steps of: 

sending emails using an email software program stored on 
computer readable medium on each of the computers 
and being executed by a processor in the computer, the 
emails being sent using a computer network including a 
plurality of computers; 

routing emails for delivery being sent over the computer 
network using the email software program; 

initiating storage of email documents and attachment files 
using a search program being stored on computer read 
able medium on at least one of the computers and being 
executed by a processor in the computer; 

initiating a search request using the search program, the 
search request including a document search field having 
two search fields for searching the email documents and 
the attachment files in the database, the search request 
further including a background field of search for 
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8 
searching in a background of the stored email docu 
ments and the attachment files in the database using the 
search request; 

storing attachment files in a database and email documents: 
storing email data extracted by the search program from the 

email to a mail journal database; 
generating a message identification (ID) for each email 

using the search program; 
identifying the email document using the message identi 

fication; 
associating an email document with corresponding email 

data using the ID, and associating the email document 
with an attachment file when an attachment file is sent 
using the ID; 

storing the message IDs in a first and second databases, and 
storing the email data in a third database; 

replacing an attachment file with a file link and storing the 
attachment file in the database using a file loader being 
part of the search program; and 

providing access to the attachment file in the database 
using the file link, wherein the search request further 
includes a document search field configured to search 
the email data, the emails associated with the document 
search being viewable by a user, and background field of 
search is configured to search the email data in the back 
ground of the stored email documents and the attach 
ment files in the database and in the database mail jour 
nal, the emails associated with the background field of 
search being hidden from the user. 

11. The computer program product of claim 10, further 
comprising the step of: 

designating an email document and/or attachment file as 
confidential. 

12. The method of claim 10, wherein email data includes 
email header information. 

13. The system of claim 10, wherein email data further 
includes a time the email was sent and a time the email was 
received in the database. 

14. The system of claim 1, wherein the document search 
field of the background field of search includes two search 
fields for searching the background of the stored email docu 
ments and the attachment files in the database using the search 
request. 


