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©  Wire-slot  type  electrical  terminal  intended  for  mating  with  a  terminal  tab 
Stamped  and  formed  electrical  terminal  (2)  has  a 

conductor-receiving  portion  (4)  at  one  end  and  a  mating  or 
contact  portion  (6)  atthe  other  end.  Atranslation  section  (8)  is 
provided  between  the  conductor-receiving  portion  (4)  and  the 
contact  portion  (6),  the  transition  section  comprising  flat 
plates (18, 18a)  which  extend  from  the  aligned  parallel  plates 
(10,  10a)  of  the  conductor-receiving  portion  and  slope 
towards  a  medial  plane  which  is  parallel  to  and  between  the 
plates  of the  conductor-receiving  portion.  The  contact  portion 
(6)  comprises  first  (32,  34)  and  second  (32a,  34a)  pairs  of 
contact  arms  which  extend  from  the  flat  inclined  plates  (18, 
18a)  of  the  transition  section  (8)  and  which  are  joined  at  their 
ends  by  U-shaped  sections  (24, 24a)  which  are  in  back-to-back 
relationship.  A  locking  ear  (42)  secures  the  U-shaped  sections 
to  each  other. 



This  i n v e n t i o n   re la tes   to  e lect r ical   t e rmina l s   of  the  t y p e  

having  a l igned  para l le l   p la te - l ike   members   at  one  end  a n d  

c o n d u c t o r - r e c e i v i n g   slots  in  the  p l a t e - l ike   members   and  two  p a i r s  

of  contac t   arms  at  the  o ther   ends  t h e r e o f   with  a  t r a n s i t i o n  

section  be tween   the  p l a t e - l i ke   members  and  the  con tac t   p o r t i o n .  

U.S.   Pa ten t   4 ,159 ,158   d e s c r i b e s   a  shee t   metal  e l e c t r i c a l  

terminal   c o m p r i s i n g   paral lel   spaced  a p a r t   p l a t e - l i ke   m e m b e r s  

which  have  a l igned   c o n d u c t o r - r e c e i v i n g   s lo ts .   The  t e r m i n a l  

f u r t h e r   has  a  c o n t a c t   por t ion  compr i s ing   s i d e - b y - s i d e   arms  t h a t  

ex tend   from  the  p l a t e - l i k e   members  and  which  engage   a 

complemen ta ry   c o n t a c t   terminal   when  the  two  t e rmina l s   a r e  

mated.  Te rmina l s   of  the  type  shown  in  U.S.   Pa tent   4 , 1 5 9 , 1 5 8  

have  come  into  w i d e s p r e a d   usage  and  are  h ighly   r e g a r d e d   f o r  

the  reason  that   a  c o n d u c t o r   can  be  c o n n e c t e d   to  the  terminal   b y  

merely  moving  t h e   c o n d u c t o r   la teral ly   of  its  axis  and  into  t h e  

c o n d u c t o r - r e c e i v i n g   s lo ts .   A  va r i e ty   of  tools  and  a u t o m a t i c  

machines  have  been  deve loped   for  c o n n e c t i n g   i n d i v i d u a l  

c o n d u c t o r s   to  t e r m i n a l s   conta ined   in  an  i n su l a t i ng   h o u s i n g .  

Terminals   of  the  g e n e r a l   type  d e s c r i b e d   in  the  a b o v e - i d e n t i f i e d  

U.S.  pa t en t   thus   permit   m a n u f a c t u r e   of  e l ec t r i ca l   h a r n e s s e s   a t  

minimum  cost  and  in  a  va r i e ty   of  f o r m s ,  

P r e s e n t l y   ava i lab le   te rminals   of  the  g e n e r a l   type  shown  in 

U.S.  Patent   4 ,159 ,158   are  somewhat  limited  as  r e g a r d s   t h e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s   of  the  con tac t   port ion  of  the  t e rmina l .   T h e  

terminal   shown  in  tha t   pa t en t   has  a  c o n t a c t   por t ion  c o m p r i s i n g  

s i d e - b y - s i d e   arms  which  receive  a  c o m p l e m e n t a r y   terminal   p o s t  

between  the i r   o p p o s e d   s u r f a c e s .   Because   of  the  manner   in 

which  these   t e r m i n a l s   are  m a n u f a c t u r e d ,   the  s i d e - b y - s i d e   a r m s  

cannot   c o n v e n i e n t l y   be  res i l ien t ly   b iased  a g a i n s t   each  o t h e r   a n d  

the  terminal   is  t h e r e f o r e   limited  with  r e g a r d   to  t h e  a m o u n t   o f  

contact   force  which  can  be  deve loped   when  the  t e r m i n a l   is  m a t e d  

with  a  c o m p l e m e n t a r y   terminal .   Under   some  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,   a 

re la t ively   high  con t ac t   force  is  r e q u i r e d   and  e x i s t i n g   t e rmina l s   o f  



the  type   shown  in  U.S.   Patent   4 ,159,158  are  incapable   o f  

s a t i s f y i n g   the  r e q u i r e m e n t   of  a  high  con tac t   f o r c e .  

In  a c c o r d a n c e   with  one  aspect   t h e r e o f ,   the  inven t ion   is 

d i r e c t e d   to  the  a c h i e v e m e n t   of  a  terminal   of  the  genera l   t y p e  

d i s c l o s e d   in  U.S.   Pa ten t   4 ,159,158  having  c o n t a c t   arms  which  a r e  

r e s i l i e n t l y   b iased   a g a i n s t   each  o ther   t h e r e b y   to  p rov ide   a 

r e l a t i v e l y   high  con tac t   force  when  the  te rminal   is  mated  with  a 

c o m p l e m e n t a r y   t e r m i n a l .  

A  f u r t h e r   s h o r t c o m i n g   of  t e rmina ls   of  the  genera l   t y p e  
shown  in  U.S .   Pa ten t   4 ,159 ,158   is  that   when  such  t e rmina ls   a r e  

a s s e m b l e d   to  a  m u l t i c o n d u c t o r   c o n n e c t o r ,   the  t e rmina l s   must  b e  

pos i t i oned   in  s i d e - b y - s i d e   spaced   apar t   r e l a t i o n s h i p   and  t h e  

c o n t a c t   p o r t i o n s   of  the  t e rmina l s   are  such  tha t   the  c o n n e c t o r  

canno t   be  d e s i g n e d   to  be  mated  with  a  p l u r a l i t y   of  s imple  

te rminal   tabs  which  are  d i s p o s e d   in  paral lel   p lanes   with  e a c h  

te rminal   located  r e l a t i ve ly   close  to  its  immediate  n e i g h b o r s .   It  is 

common  p rac t i ce   in  the  m a n u f a c t u r e   of  many  e lec t r i ca l   d e v i c e s  t o  

p r o v i d e   simple  r e c t a n g u l a r   t abu la r   tabs  in  spaced   a p a r t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p   with  the  tabs  in  parallel   p lanes   and  a  c o n n e c t o r   f o r  

an  a r r a y   of  tabs  must  be  capable   of  being  mated  with  the  t a b s .  

In  a c c o r d a n c e   with  a  f u r t h e r   aspec t   t h e r e o f ,   the  p r e s e n t  

i n v e n t i o n   is  d i r e c t e d   to  the  ach ievement   of  a  t e rmina l   which  c a n  

be  a s sembled   to  a  c o n n e c t o r   housing  and  which  can  be  m a t e d  

with  closely  spaced   te rminal   tabs  in  s i d e - b y - s i d e   r e l a t i o n s h i p  

with  the  tabs   in  para l le l   spaced   apa r t   p l a n e s .  

The  inven t ion   c o m p r i s e s   a  s tamped  and  formed  - e l ec t r i ca l  

t e rmina l   of  the  type   hav ing   a  c o n d u c t o r - r e c e i v i n g   end  and  a 

con t ac t   end ,   a  c o n d u c t o r - r e c e i v i n g   por t ion   which  e x t e n d s   f rom 

the  c o n d u c t o r - r e c e i v i n g   end ,   a  contac t   por t ion   which  e x t e n d s  

from  the  contac t   end ,   and  a  t r ans i t i on   por t ion   which  is  b e t w e e n  

the  c o n d u c t o r - r e c e i v i n g   por t ion   and  the  c o n t a c t   po r t ion .   T h e  

c o n d u c t o r - r e c e i v i n g   por t ion   compr ises   f i rs t   and  second  a l i g n e d  

flat  p l a t e - l i k e   members   which  are  connec t ed   to  each  o t h e r ,   t h e  

p l a t e - l i k e   members   hav ing   a l igned  c o n d u c t o r - r e c e i v i n g   slots  so  

tha t   a  c o n d u c t o r   can  be  moved  lateral ly  of  its  axis  and  into  t h e  



c o n d u c t o r - r e c e i v i n g   slots.   The  t r a n s i t i o n   por t ion  and  t h e  

contac t   por t ion   e x t e n d   from  the  f i rs t   and  second  p l a t e - l i k e  

members .   The  terminal   is  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  that   the  t r a n s i t i o n  

port ion  c o m p r i s e s   f i rs t   and  second  e x t e n s i o n s   of  the  p l a t e - l i k e  

members   and  f i r s t   and  second  U - s h a p e d   s e c t i o n s .   The  f i rs t   a n d  

second  e x t e n s i o n s   ex tend   from  the  f i r s t   and  second  p l a t e - l i k e  

members   c o n v e r g e n t l y   t owards   a  medial  plane  that   is  paral lel   t o ,  

and  b e t w e e n ,   the  f i rs t   and  second  p l a t e - l i k e   members .   Each  o f  

the  U - s h a p e d   sec t ions   compr ises   a  web  and  s idewal l s ,   the  w e b s  

e x t e n d i n g   from  the  e x t e n s i o n s   and  being  on  each  side  of  t h e  

medial  p lane .   The  sidewalls  e x t e n d   away  from  the  medial  p l a n e .  

The  con tac t   por t ion   comprises   f i rs t   and  second  pairs  of  c o n t a c t  

arms  which  e x t e n d   from  the  s idewal ls   of  the  f i rs t   and  s e c o n d  

U - s h a p e d   s e c t i o n s .   The  arms  of  each  pair  of  con tac t   arms  h a v e  

free  ends  which  have  opposed  con tac t   zones   w h e r e b y   a  c o n d u c t o r  

which  is  in  the  c o n d u c t o r - r e c e i v i n g   slots  will  lie  in  the  plane  o f  

a  terminal   tab  which  is  i n se r t ed   b e t w e e n   the  con tac t   zones  of  t h e  

f irst   and  second   pairs   of  con tac t   a r m s .  

A  f u r t h e r   embodiment   is  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  that   the  t r a n s i t i o n  

sec t ions   are  s e c u r e d   to  each  o ther   by  an  ear  which  e x t e n d s   f r o m  

the  web  of  one  of  the  U - s h a p e d   s ec t i ons   and  which  is  i n t e r l o c k e d  

with  the  web  of  the  o ther   U - s h a p e d   s e c t i o n .  

FIGURE  1  is  a  p e r s p e c t i v e   view  of  an  e lec t r ica l   terminal   in 

a c c o r d a n c e   with  the  i n v e n t i o n ;  

FIGURE  2  is  a  p e r s p e c t i v e   view  of  a  flat  blank  from  w h i c h  

the  terminal   of  Figure   1  is  p r o d u c e d   by  forming  o p e r a t i o n s ;  

FIGURES  3,  4  and  5  are  views  similar  to  F igure   2  b u t  

i l l u s t r a t i n g   the  s u c c e s s i v e   forming  o p e r a t i o n s   which  a r e  

pe r fo rmed   on  the  blank  prior  to  b e n d i n g   the  blank  into  t h e  

shape  of  the  f in i shed   terminal;   a n d  

FIGURE  6  is  a  view  showing  a  p l u r a l i t y   of  te rminal   tabs  on  

a  s u p p o r t ,   such  as  a  c i rcui t   b o a r d ,   and  showing  a  c o n n e c t o r  

con ta in ing   t e rmina l s   in  a c c o r d a n c e   with  the  inven t ion   in 

a l ignment   with  the  terminal  t a b s .  



R e f e r r i n g   f i r s t   to  F igure   1,  a  terminal   2  in  a c c o r d a n c e   wi th  

the  i n v e n t i o n   is  of  s t a m p e d   and  formed  shee t   metal ,   such  a s  

b r a s s ,   and  has  a  c o n d u c t o r - r e c e i v i n g   por t ion  4,  a  con tac t   o r  

mating  por t ion   6,  and  a  t r a n s i t i o n   section  8  which  is  be tween  t h e  

c o n d u c t o r - r e c e i v i n g   po r t ion   and  the  contac t   p o r t i o n .  

The  c o n d u c t o r - r e c e i v i n g   por t ion   compr i ses   a  pair  of  pa ra l l e l  

p l a t e - l i k e   members   10,  10a  which  are  c o n n e c t e d   t o g e t h e r   at  t h e i r  

u p p e r   ends   12  (as  v iewed  in  Figure  1)  by  s p a c e d - a p a r t  

c o n n e c t i n g   s t r a p s   14.  The  p l a t e - l i ke   members   are  p r o v i d e d   w i t h  

a l igned   w i r e - r e c e i v i n g   slots   16,  16a  so  tha t   a  wire  50  can  b e  

c o n n e c t e d   to  the  t e rmina l   by  moving  the  wire  l a t e ra l ly   of  its  a x i s  

and  into  the  slots  as  shown  in  F igure   6. 

The  t r a n s i t i o n   s ec t ion   8  compr i ses   f i rs t   and  second  f l a t  

e x t e n s i o n s   18,  18a  of  the  f i r s t   and  second  p l a t e - l i k e   members   10,  

10a.  The  e x t e n s i o n s   18,  18a  are  incl ined  i nward ly   t owards   e a c h  

o the r   and  t owards   a  medias  plane  which  e x t e n d s   paral le l   to  t h e  

p lanes   of  the  p l a t e - l i k e   members   10,  10a  and  is  midway  b e t w e e n  

the  p l a t e - l i k e   m e m b e r s .   The  e x t e n s i o n s   18,  18a  have  c o n v e r g i n g  

side  edges   20,  20a  and  22,  22a  which  are  i n t eg ra l   with  the  f l a t  

web  p o r t i o n s   26,  26a  of  U - s h a p e d   sec t ions   24,  24a.  T h e  

U - s h a p e d   sec t ions   have  s idewal l s   28,  30,  28a,  30a  e x t e n d i n g   f rom 

the  webs  26,  26a,  the  s idewal l s   e x t e n d i n g   in  o p p o s i t e   d i r e c t i o n s  

from  the  side  edges   of  the  web  po r t i ons .   The  web  por t ions   a r e  

paral le l   to  each  o the r   and  are  on  each  side  of,  and  ad jacen t   t o ,  

the  medial  p l a n e .  

F i r s t   and  second   pa i r s   of  con tac t   arms  32,  34,  32a,  34a 

e x t e n d   .from  the  s idewal l s   of  the  U - s h a p e d   s ec t i ons   24,  24a  to  

the  f ree   ends   36,  36a  of  the  t e rmina l .   The  arms  of  each  p a i r  

are  inc l ined   t o w a r d s   each  o the r   and  are  a g a i n s t   each  o ther   in 

the  v i c in i ty   of  con t ac t   zones  40,  40a.  The  p o r t i o n s   w h i c h  

e x t e n d   beyond   the  c o n t a c t   zones   are  c u r v e d   o u t w a r d l y   and  a w a y  
from  each  o ther   to  f ac i l i t a te   mating  of  the  te rminal   with  a 

t e rmina l   tab  52.  

Te rmina l s   as  shown  in  F igure   1  are  p r o d u c e d   by  s t a m p i n g  

and  fo rming   as  shown  in  F i g u r e s   2  to  5.  In  t hese   F i g u r e s ,   t h e  



same  r e f e r e n c e   n u m e r a l s ,   d i f f e r e n t i a t e d   by  prime  ma rks ,   a r e  

used  to  ind ica te   the  por t ions   of  the  b lank  as  are  used  to  i d e n t i f y  

the  pa r t s   of  the  f in ished  t e r m i n a l .  

T h e .  t e r m i n a l s   are  p r o d u c e d   in  the  form  of  c o n t i n u o u s   s t r i p  

with  the  ends   of  each  blank  2'  i n t eg ra l   with  c a r r i e r   s t r i p s   4 4 ,  

44a.  In  add i t ion   it  will  be  u n d e r s t o o d   that   each  terminal   is 

connec t ed   to  the  next   ad j acen t   t e r m i n a l s   in  the  s t r ip   b y  

addi t iona l   c a r r i e r   s t r i p s   which  e x t e n d   from  the  c o n n e c t i n g   s t r i p s  

14',  F igu re   2.  These   addi t ional   c o n n e c t i n g   s t r ips   or  c a r r i e r  

s t r ips   are  not  shown  in  the  i n t e r e s t   of  c la r i ty   and  fac i l i ty .   In 

the  forming  o p e r a t i o n ,   the  con tac t   arms  32',  34',  32a',  34a'  a r e  

first   bent   u p w a r d l y   from  the  plane  of  the  blank  and  the  o u t e r  

ends  of  the  arms  are  cur led   d o w n w a r d l y   as  viewed  in  F igure   3.  

T h e r e a f t e r ,   the  t r i a n g u l a r   e x t e n s i o n s   18',  18a'  are  bent   as  s h o w n  

in  F igure   4  so  that   the  U - s h a p e d   s ec t i ons   24',  24a'  are  d i s p o s e d  

in  a  plane  which  is  parallel  to  but   b e n e a t h   the  plane  of  t h e  

centra l   por t ion   of  the  b lank .   T h e r e a f t e r ,   the  s idewalls   of  t h e  

blank  are  ben t   u p w a r d l y   as  shown  in  F igure   5  to  br ing   t h e  

contact   zones  40,  40a  aga ins t   each  o t h e r .   When  the  f ina l  

bend ing   o p e r a t i o n   is  ca r r i ed   out  as  shown  in  Figure  5,  the  a r m s  

will  be  r e s i l i en t l y   biased  aga ins t   each  o ther   so  t h a t  a   r e l a t i v e l y  

high  con tac t   force  will  be  ach ieved   when  the  terminal  is  m a t e d  

with  a  te rminal   tab  52. 

In  the  final  forming  o p e r a t i o n ,   the  terminal   is  bent   a l o n g  

bend  lines  46,  46a  to  place  the  f i r s t   and  second  p l a t e - l i k e  

members  10,  10a  in  parallel   spaced   apa r t   p l a n e s .  

A d v a n t a g e o u s l y ,   a  la tching  ear  42  e x t e n d s   from  the  web  26'  a n d ,  

af ter   the  final  bend ing   o p e r a t i o n ,   this  la tching  ear  is  b e n t  

t h r o u g h   an  angle  of. 180  d e g r e e s   as  shown  in  Figure  1  so  t h a t  

the  two  sec t ions   of  the  terminal   will  be  la tched   to  each  o t h e r .  

Te rmina l s   as  shown  in  F igure   1  are  used  with  a n  i n s u l a t i n g  

housing  48  tha t   has  the  capab i l i ty   of  accommodat ing   a  p l u r a l i t y  

of  t e rmina l s   2  in  s i d e - b y - s i d e   spaced   apa r t   r e l a t i o n s h i p .   As  

shown  in  F igure   6,  the  terminal   tabs  for  which  the  terminal   2  is  

in tended   are  usua l ly   pos i t ioned  in  paral le l   spaced  apa r t   p l anes   o n  



a  s u p p o r t   member  54.  By  v i r t ue   of  the  fact  tha t   the  terminal   2 

r e c e i v e s   a  tab  52  which  is  in  a  plane  e x t e n d i n g   t h r o u g h   t h e  

a l igned   slots  16,  16a,  the  t e rmina l s   can  be  placed  on  r e l a t i v e l y  
close  c e n t e r s   in  the  c o n n e c t o r   hous ing   48.  

It  will  be  a p p a r e n t   from  the  fo regoing   tha t   t e rmina l s   in 

a c c o r d a n c e   with  the  i n v e n t i o n   can  be  p r o d u c e d   by  r e l a t i v e l y  

simple  s t amping   and  forming  o p e r a t i o n s   involv ing   only  forming  o f  

the  arms  32,  34,  32a,  34a,  b e n d i n g   of  the  s idewal l s   as  shown  in 

F i g u r e   5,  and  then  b e n d i n g   of  the  f i rs t   and  second   p l a t e - l i k e  

member s   to  p r o d u c e   the  te rminal   in  F igure   1.  It  should   b e  

noted   tha t   the  s idewal ls   28,  30,  28a,  30a  e x t e n d   at  an  angle  o f  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y   90  d e g r e e s   to  the i r   r e s p e c t i v e   webs  26,  26a  a n d  

this  s idewall   b e n d i n g   o p e r a t i o n   is  c a r r i e d   out  a f t e r   the  f l a t  

t r a n s i t i o n   sec t ions   18,  18a  are  bent   d o w n w a r d l y   as  shown  in 

F igu re   3.  All  of  these   b e n d i n g   o p e r a t i o n s   can  be  c a r r i e d   o u t  

with  r e l a t ive   ease  in  a  p r o g r e s s i v e   s tamping   and  forming  d i e .  

T h e r e   is  no  n e c e s s i t y   for  forming  o p e r a t i o n s   which  r e q u i r e   t h e  

p r o d u c t i o n   of  complex  s h a p e s   in  the  t r a n s i t i o n   z o n e .  



1.  A  s tamped  and  formed  e lec t r ica l   terminal   (2)  of  the  t y p e  

hav ing   a  c o n d u c t o r - r e c e i v i n g   end  and  a  con tac t   end ,   a 

c o n d u c t o r - r e c e i v i n g   por t ion   (4)  e x t e n d i n g   from  t h e  

c o n d u c t o r - r e c e i v i n g   end  and  a  con tac t   por t ion   (6)  e x t e n d i n g  
from  the  contac t   end,   and  a  t r a n s i t i o n   por t ion   (8)  be tween   t h e  

c o n d u c t o r - r e c e i v i n g   por t ion   and  the  con tac t   p o r t i o n ,   t h e  

c o n d u c t o r - r e c e i v i n g   por t ion   (4)  compr i s ing   f i rs t   and  s e c o n d  

a l igned   flat  p l a t e - l i ke   members   (10,  10a)  which  are  connec t ed   to  

each  o t h e r ,   the  p l a t e - l i k e   members   hav ing   a l i g n e d  

c o n d u c t o r - r e c e i v i n g   slots  (16,  16a)  so  that   a  c o n d u c t o r   (50)  c a n  

be  moved  la teral ly   of  its  axis  and  into  the  c o n d u c t o r - r e c e i v i n g  

s lo t s ,   the  t r a n s i t i o n   por t ion   (8)  and  the  con t ac t   por t ion  (6) 

e x t e n d i n g   from  the  f i r s t   and  second  p l a t e - l i ke   members   (10 ,  

10a) ,   the  terminal   being  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t :  

the  t r a n s i t i o n   por t ion   (8)  compr i ses   f i r s t   (18)  a n d  

second  (18a)  e x t e n s i o n s   of  the  p l a t e - l ike   members   (10,  10a) 

and  f irst   and  second  U - s h a p e d   sec t ions   (24,  24a),   the  f i r s t  

and  second  e x t e n s i o n s   (18,  18a)  e x t e n d i n g   from  the  f i r s t  

and  second  p l a t e - l i ke   members   (10,  10a)  c o n v e r g e n t l y  
towards   a  medial  plane  tha t   is  parallel   to,  and  b e t w e e n ,   t h e  

f i rs t   and  second  p l a t e - l i k e   m e m b e r s ,  

each  of  the  U - s h a p e d   sec t ions   (24,  24a)  compr i s ing   a 

web  (26,  26a)  and  s idewal ls   (30,  30a),   the  webs  e x t e n d i n g  
from  the  e x t e n s i o n s   (18,  18a)  and  being  on  each  side  of  t h e  

medial  p lane,   the  s idewal ls   (30,  30a)  e x t e n d i n g   away  from 

the  medial  p l a n e ,  

the  contac t   por t ion  (6)  compr i s ing   f i r s t   and  s e c o n d  

pairs   (32,  34,  32a,  34a)  of  contac t   arms  which  ex t end   f rom 

the  sidewalls   (28,  30,  28a,  30a)  of  the  f i r s t   and  s e c o n d  

U - s h a p e d   s ec t ions ,   -the  arms  of  each  pair  of  contac t   a r m s  

having  free  ends  (36),   the  free  ends  having   o p p o s e d  

contac t   zones  (40)  w h e r e b y  

a  c o n d u c t o r   (50)  which  is  in  the  c o n d u c t o r - r e c e i v i n g   slots  (16 ,  

16a)  will  lie  in  the  plane  of  a  terminal   tab  (52)  which  is  i n s e r t e d  



b e t w e e n   the  c o n t a c t   zones  (40)  of  the  f i r s t   and  second  pairs   o f  

c o n t a c t   arms  (32,  34,  32a,  3 4 a ) .  

2.  A  s t a m p e d   and  formed  e lec t r i ca l   terminal   (2)  as  s e t  

for th   in  Claim  1  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  that   the  t r a n s i t i o n   sec t ions   (8)  

are  s e c u r e d   to  each  o t h e r .  

3.  A  s t amped   and  formed  e lec t r i ca l   terminal   (2)  as  s e t  

for th   in  Claim  2  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  tha t   the  t r a n s i t i o n   sec t ions   (8)  

are  s e c u r e d   to  each  o the r   by  an  ear  (42)  e x t e n d i n g   from  t h e  

web  (26)  of  one  of  the  U - s h a p e d   s e c t i o n s   (24)  which  i s  

i n t e r l o c k e d   with  the  web  (26a)  of  the  o the r   U - s h a p e d   s e c t i o n  

( 2 4 a ) .  

4.  A  s t amped   and  formed  e l ec t r i ca l   terminal   (2)  as  s e t  

for th   in  e i t h e r   of  Claims  1  or  3  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  that   the  f i r s t  

and  s econd   p l a t e - l i k e   members   (10,  10a)  are  c o n n e c t e d   to  e a c h  

o the r   by  c o n n e c t i n g   s t r a p s   (14,  14a)  which  ex tend   b e t w e e n ,   a n d  

are  i n t e g r a l   wi th ,   the  f i rs t   and  second   p l a t e - l i k e  m e m b e r s .  

5.  A  s t amped   and  formed  e l ec t r i ca l   te rminal   (2)  as  s e t  

for th   in  C la im 4   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  tha t   the  f i rs t   and  s e c o n d  

e x t e n s i o n s   (18,  18a)  are  flat  and  each  e x t e n s i o n   has  c o n v e r g e n t  

side  edges   (20,  22,  20a,  2 2 a ) .  
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