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This invention relates to an improved package, 
particularly to an improved package for ciga 
rettes. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a 
package of improved construction which may be 
opened SO as to expose the contents thereof in a 
Simple manner without destroying or unduly 
weakening the package. 
The popular type of cigarette package consists 

of a number of cigarettes, usually twenty, 
wrapped in a container made of flexible sheet 
material, usually layers of foil and paper. Fre 
quently an Outer Wrapping made of Cellophane or 
similar transparent sheet material is disposed 
around the package for the purpose of improving 
the appearance thereof and also to prevent any 
undue variation in the moisture contents of the 
tobacco. Difficulty is frequently experienced in 
opening the package in a manner so that the 
cigarettes can be conveniently removed there 
from. Attempts have heretofore been made to 
solve this problem by providing package openers 
of various types. However, these have been sub 
ject to various criticisms as, for instance, they 
were expensive to apply to the package or were 
cumbersome. Also, many of the openers hereto 
fore employed unduly mutilated or weakened the 
package. 

It is a particular object of the present inven 
tion to overcome the difficulties heretofore en 
countered and to provide an improved cigarette 
package having opening means of simple and in 
expensive construction incorporated therein and 
which may be operated to expose the cigarettes 
so that they may be conveniently removed from 
the package and without unduly mutilating or 
weakening the package. 
A further object is the provision of an improved 

package having opening means for the Cello 
phane wrapping as well as for the package itself 
and which is so constructed as not to adversely 
affect the impervious character of the Cello 
phane. 

For a fuller understanding of the invention ref 
erence should be had to the accompanying draw 
ings, in which 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a cigarette pack 
age embodying my invention; 

Fig. 2 is a similar view in which the opening 
device has been operated to partially open the 
package; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the top of the 
package prior to closing the same, showing the 
manner in which it is constructed and assembled; 
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Fig. 4 is similar to Fig. 3 with the top of the 
package partially closed; 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view of the top of the pack 
age. On the line 5-5 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the upper end of 
a modified type of package embodying my inven 
tion; 

Fig. 7 is a similar view after the opening device 
has been Operated to partially open the package; 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of a package similar 
to that shown in Fig. 1, but having a Cellophane 
or similar wrapping formed therearound; 

Fig. 9 is a similar view with the top of the Cel 
lophane in open position showing the manner in 
Which it is assembled; 

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of the top of the 
package showing the Cellophane in partially 
closed position; 

Fig. 11 is a sectional view of the top of the 
package on the line f-f of Fig. 8; 

Fig. 12 is a perspective view of the top of the 
package after the fastening device has been op 
erated to partially open the package; 

Fig. 13 is a plan view of a blank sheet of Cello 
phane to be applied around the outside of the 
package and showing the manner in which it is 
weakened to facilitate the opening of the pack 
age; 

Fig. 14 is a perspective view of the type of ap 
paratus which may be used in weakening the Cel 
lophane; and 

Fig. 15 is a side elevation of the apparatus. 
My invention is particularly applicable to the 

conventional type of cigarette package as shown 
in the accompanying drawings consisting of a 
plurality of cigarettes indicated by the numeral 
l, arranged in parallel relationship and encased 
in a suitable container 2. The container is 
formed in the usual manner from a sheet of flex 
ible material 3 which is usually made of several 
layers such as an inner layer of paper and an 
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Outer layer of metal foil. 
folded so as to form front, rear, and side panels 
and also a top and bottom. The front, rear and 
side panels and also the bottom may be formed 
and folded in any desired manner and may be 
adhesively Secured together. 
The top of the package, which is pertinent to 

my present invention, is formed by extending the 
sheet material 3 above the upper ends of the cig 
arettes in the manner shown in Fig. 3 and then 
tucking the Opposite sides inwardly against the 
ends of the cigarettes in the manner indicated at 
and 5 thus providing a pair of flaps 6 and 7 

extending from the rear and front panels respec 

The sheet material is 



2 
tively. The flaps 6 and 7 are then folded inward 
ly in Superimposed relationship and an adhesive 
may be employed to hold them in assembled re 
lation. Around the outside of the package a 
jacket 9 made of paper and extending up to but 
not over the top of the package may be provided 
in the usual manner. The jacket 9 usually con 
tains the brand name of the cigarettes and ad 
vertising, descriptive, and similar printed matter. 
A revenue stamp 8 in the form of an adhesive 
strip is applied Over the Central portion of the 
top of the package and this aids in holding the 
package in assembled relation. 
The package as described is of conventional 

character and is embodied in each of the forms 
of my invention. In the form of my invention 
shown in Figs. 8 to 13 a wrapping of Cellophane 
or similar transparent sheet material is applied 
around the package in the usual manner as in 
dicated at ), 
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Since the revenue stamp which aids in securing 
the package in position remains substantially in 
tact, the package is not unduly mutilated or 
Weakened. 
. In the modified form of my invention shown 
in Figs. 6 and 7 the package is formed in sub 
stantially the same manner. Thus, it is provided 
with the opening strip 2 which is secured to the 
under-surface of tuck 4 and to the adjacent in 
ner Surface of the side of the package, at the 
center rather than at one side, extending out 
Wardly through the slits f4 and 5 formed in the 
flaps 6 and 7. However, I do not provide the back 
and side panel of the package with weakened 
perforated lines 6 and 7 but permit the package 
to tear naturally along the lines to which the 
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In each of the forms of my invention I provide 
improved opening means whereby one side of the 
top of the package may be opened so as to expose 
the ends and a portion of the sides of some of 
the cigarettes but so as to leave the remainder of 
the package intact to protect the cigarettes. 

Referring - now to the form of my invention 
shown in the first five figures of the drawings the 
opening means comprises a relatively narrow 
elongated flexible strip 2 made of a strong ma 
terial Such as Cellophane. The strip 42 is se 
cured to the under-surface of the tuck is prefer 
ably to one side of the center thereof and the 
inner end of the strip preferably depends down 
Wardly for a short distance and is secured to the 
inner Surface of the adjacent side of the package. 
The handle portion of strip 2 extends outwardly 
through the Superimposed slits 4 and 5 formed 
in the flaps 6 and beyond but adjacent to the 
end of tuck 4 and also adjacent the end of the 
revenue stamp 8. Strip 2 is then extended out 
to the adjacent side of the package as clearly 
shown in Fig. 1. So as to guide the tearing of 
the package when it is opened I preferably pro 
vide the adjacent panels of the package with 
perforated or weakened lines. Thus, as shown, 
I may provide the back panel of the package with 
'a perforated or weakened line 6. The perfo 
rated line 6 meets the slit 4 at its upper end 
and proceeds diagonally downwardly to the cor 
ner of the package a short distance beneath the 
top where it meets a similar scored or weakened 
line T extending diagonally upwardly to the top 
of the package on the opposite eorner of the side 
panel. Both the perforated or weakened lines 6 
and 7 extend through the flexible sheet material 
3 and the jacket 9. 

In Opening the package the protruding end of 
the strip 2 is grasped in the hand and pulled 
outwardly away from the package. The result 
is that the top of the package is removed from 
the slits f4 and 5 to the adjacent side edge and 
the back and side panels are torn along the 
perforated lines 6 and 7. So as to insure the 
removal of this portion as a unit, additional ad 
hesive may be applied to the Superimposed layers 
of the top of the package at this point as indi 
cated at 9. One corner of the top of the pack 
age is thus removed so as to expose the tops and 
upper ends of the adjacent cigarettes as most 
clearly shown in Fig. 2. The cigarettes may thus 
be conveniently grasped in the hand and re 
moved from the package. 

It will be appreciated that since only a small 
portion of the top of the package is removed and 
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force is applied. In this form of my invention 
When the strip 2 is grasped in the hand of the 
user and pulled Outwardly the top of the pack 
age from the slits 4 and 5 to the adjacent side 
panel is removed and the side panel is torn down 
Wardly in a generally V-shaped tear as indicated 
at 8 so as to expose the upper ends of the ad 
jacent cigarettes. As in the first form of my in 
vention the revenue stamp 8 is left substantially 
intact and thus the package is not substantially 
mutilated or weakened. 
In the final form of my invention shown in Figs. 

8 to 15 a package similar to that shown in the first 
5 figures of the drawings is encased in a Cello 
phane or similar wrapping made from flexible 
transparent sheet material. In this connection it 
should be understood that the form of my inven 
tion shown in Figs. 6 and 7 may also be encased 
in Celiophane in a similar manner. It will be 
Seen that the package is provided with a flexible 
opening strip f2 which extends through the slits 
f5 and 4 and is secured to the under-surface 
of tuck 4 and the inner surface of the side panel 
of the package. Also the rear and side panels 
are provided with weakened lines 6 and so as 
to guide the tearing of the package when force is 
applied to the opening strip. 
The Cellophane wrapping O is formed in the 

usual manner from a unitary blank of Cellophane 
as shown in Fig. 13. The bottom of the package 
is placed transversely of the center of the blank 
and the blank is folded upwardly over the front 
and rear panels and is then folded in over 
lapping relation along the sides of the package 
and adhesively secured in position in the manner 
shown in Fig. 9. The two overlapping edges of 
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the Cellophane protruding above the side panels 
of the package are then folded inwardly in the 
manner shown in Fig. 10 so as to produce the 
tucks 20 and 2 and the flap 22 is folded against 
the top of the package. Strip 2 is extended out 
wardly above flap 22, and flap 23 is then folded 
downwardly against the top of the package and 
over the strip 2 and adhesively secured in posi 
tion. It will be appreciated that if force is then 
applied to the strip f2 the top of the package will 
be opened in the manner described in connection 
with the first five figures of the drawings. How 
ever the Cellophane wrapping will be torn in an 
irregular manner. So as to cause a uniform tear 
ing of the Cellophane wrapping in a predeter 
mined manner I provide it with weakened lines 
extending around the portion of the package 
which is opened by the strip 2. The weakened 
lines should be of such a character as not to 
destroy the impervious nature of the Cellophane 
and I form the weakened line in an improved 
manner as will hereinafter be explained. 
The weakened lines are formed in two separate 
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sections, one indicated by the numeral 24 at one 
end of the Cellophane blank and the other indi 
cated by the numeral 25 at the other end of the 
Cellophane blank. The weakened line 24 extends 
diagonally across the flap 22 and the rear panel 
of the package and transversely across a portion 
of the side of the package while the weakened 
line 25 extends diagonally across the flap 23 and 
the front panel of the package and transversely 
across a portion of the side of the package over 
lapping the end of the weakened line 24. In the 
usual cigarette package one end of the Cello 
phane blank extends upwardly above the other 
end of the blank when applied to the package as 
indicated at 26 in Fig. 9. For this reason the 
diagonal portion of the weakened line 25 should 
be made somewhat longer than the diagonal por 
tion of the weakened line 24. 
AS previously stated the Weakened lines 24 and 

25 are made in an improved manner so as not to 
destroy the impervious character of the Cello 
phane. This may be accomplished by means of 
the apparatus shown in Figs. 14 and 15 which 
consists of a block 27 suitably supported on rods 
28 and having an elongated rounded member 
Such as a fine wire as, for instance, 53-thou 
Sandths of an inch in diameter secured along its 
under-surface. . 
A weakened line is formed in the Cellophane 

by placing the block on the Cellophane with the 
wire extending along the portion to be weakened. 
A Weight as indicated at 30 is then dropped on 
the upper surface of the block with the result 
that the force applied to the Cellophane by the 
wire 29 produces weakening in the Cellophane 
along the line of contact. The force applied 
should be sufficient to weaken the Cellophane 
without rupturing or fracturing it. I have found 
that when a Cellophane sheet of 1-thousandths 
of an inch thickness is employed and a wire two 
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inches in length and 53-thousandths of an inch 
in diameter is used on the block 27, a force of 
approximately 600 pounds should be applied to 
the block. Where the wire 29 is two inches in 
length and is 125-thousandths of an inch in di 
ameter a slightly greater force in similar relation 
should be applied to the block. The forces ap 
plied in weakening the Cellophane of course may 
be varied. However, the forces indicated have 
been found to produce the desired results in 
weakening the Cellophane without rupturing or 
fracturing it. 
When the Cellophane wrapping is formed in 

the manner described above, strip 2 may be 
pulled So as not only to open the package along 
the perforated lines 6 and 7 but so as to open 
the Cellophane wrapping along the weakened 
lines 24 and 25. So as to cause the severed por 
tion of the Cellophane to be removed as a unit 
additional adhesive may be applied between the 
Several layers of Cellophane on the top of the 
package and between the weakened lines as in 
dicated at the point f8. The remainder of the 
Cellophane Wrapping and \the remainder of the 
package are left intact. It will thus be seen that 
the ends of the cigarettes can conveniently be 
grasped between the fingers of the user and re 
moved from the package. The package never 
theless is left substantially intact so as to serve 
as a protection for the remaining cigarettes. 
From the foregoing description of the several 

embodiments of my invention it will be appreci 
ated that I have provided a cigarette package of 
improved construction which can readily be 
opened but which is nevertheless of simple and 
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3 
inexpensive construction. It will also be appre 
ciated that when a package embodying my im 
proved construction is opened the cigarettes can 
easily be grasped between the fingers of the user 
and removed from the package but the package 
is nevertheless left substantially intact SO as to 
serve as protection for the cigarettes. 

It should of course be understood that modifi 
cations may be made in the illustrated and de 
scribed embodiments of my invention without 
departing from the invention as set forth in the 
accompanying claims. 
I claim: 
1. In a cigarette package having connected 

side and bottom portions, the Combination of a 
top portion comprising a pair of tucks extending 
partway across the top of the package from op 
posite sides thereof and a pair of flaps extending 
inwardly from the other sides of the package in 
overlapping relation with respect to each other 
and with respect to the tucks and provided with 
Superimposed slits extending Substantially across 
the respective flaps adjacent the end of One of 
the tucks, an adhesive strip secured over the cen 
tral portion of the top, one edge of which is dis 
posed adjacent said slits, and a relatively thin 
elongated strip of flexible material having 
greater tensile strength than the material of the 
tucks secured to the under-surface of the last 
mentioned tuck and to the upper portion of the 
adjacent side of the package and extending up 
wardly through the said slits in the flap whereby 
the exposed portion of the strip may be pulled 
to remove the top portion of the package from 
the slits to the adjacent end and also the upper. 
portion of the side of the package to which the 
strip is secured. 

2. In a cigarette package having connected 
side and bottom members the combination of a 
top portion comprising a pair of tucks extending 
partWay acroSS the top of the package from op 
posite sides thereof and a pair of flaps extending 
inwardly from the other side of the package in 
overlappi., relatir and provided with super 
imposed slots adji ent the end of one of the 
tucks, a casing of Substantially impervious trans 
parent flexible sheet material disposed around 
the package and having folded overlapping edges 
adhesively secured across the top, said casing be 
ing formed with an elongated weakened por 
tion extending adjacent said slits in the flaps. 
across the top of the package and around the 
upper portion of the adjacent side panels, and a 
relatively elongated strip made of flexible mate 
rial having greater tensile strength than the ma 
terial comprising the tucks and flaps connected 
to the under-surface of the last-naentioned tuck 
and to the upper portion of the adjacent side of 
the package and extending outwardly through 
the slits in the flap and through the overlapping 
folded portion of the casing whereby the exposed 
portion of the strip may be pulled to remove a 
portion of the top of the package and to sever 
the casing along the Weakened line. t 

3. In a cigarette package having Connected 
side and bottom panels the combination of a top 
portion comprising a pair of tucks extending 
partWay across the top of the package from op 
posite sides and a pair of flaps extending inward 
ly from the other sides in overlapping relation 
and provided with superimposed slits extending 
the entire width of respective flaps adjacent the 
end of one of the tucks, a revenue stamp in the 
form of an adhesive strip secured over the cen 
tral portion of the top portion, one edge of which 
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is disposed adjacent said slits, a casing made 
of Substantially impervious flexible transparent 
sheet material disposed around said package and 
having Overlapping folded portions adhesively Se 
cured over the top, said casing being provided 
with a substantially continuous elongated weak 
ened portion extending across the top of the 
package adjacent the slits and around the upper 
portion of adjacent panels, and a relatively elon 
gated strip made of flexible material having 0 

greater tensile strength than the material com 
prising the tucks and flaps Secured to the un 
der-surface of the tuck and to the upper portion 
of the adjacent side of the package and extend 
ing outwardly through the slits in the flap and 
through the overlapping folded portion of the 
casing whereby the exposed portion of the strip 
may be pulled to remove a portion of the top and 
to sever the Casing along the weakened portion. 

CONSTANTINE S. STEPHANO. 


