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This invention relates to men's neckties and, more par-
ticularly, relates to an improved pre-knotted four-in-hand
tie.

Pre-tied necktics have been extensively utilized. For
cxample, they are often used for children who find it
diflicult to tic their tie accurately. Similarly, pre-tied
ties are utilized by adults for both convenience and time
saving.

Many of such tics are pre-tied, that is, the knot cannot
be opened or the position thercof adjusted because the
knot is permanently affixed into the tie as by stitching.

Such ties must be provided with various arrangements
such as collar-button hooks and collar tabs to enable the
wearer to position the knot properly on the collar, Such
arrangements are, however, limited in application, being
unsuitable for some shirt styles, and are cumbersome. in
use. The use of a split neck band the ends of which are
removably secured together by snap fasteners or buttons
is difficult to position and adjust. )

Some pre-tied neckties permit adjustment of the slip
knot for appearance. However, wearing of such tics
usually involves creasing of the shirt collar.

In almost all of the pre-tied and pre-knotted tics, re-
moval of the tic is entirely different from a conventional
tic, which scems to be a disadvantage by embarrassing
the wearer, Further, the process of putting on the tie
is usually longer than that of a conventional tie, eliminat-
ing the potential time saving advantage of pre-tied or pre-
knotted ties.

It is, therefore, an object of the present invention to
provide a pre-knotted tic having a pre-formed slip knot
therein into which the hidden end of the tie is inserted
when the tie is to be worn.

It is a further object of the present invention to provide
an improved insert which is enclosed within a knot in a
tic to provide a pre-knotted tie.

In accordance with this invention, there is provided in
a preferred embodiment of this invention, a pre-knotted tie
in whicha slip knot is formed at the desired position of
the knot in the exposed portion of the tie. The knot is
formed about a tubular insert thereby to provide a tubu-
lar opening in the slip knot which can receive the thinner
hidden end of the tie. By this arrangement, the tie is
worn by the user merely by sliding the hidden end of the
tie under the collar, inserting it through the tubular open-
ing in the slip knot and pulling it tight about the neck of
the wearer.

The insert within the knot comprises a tubular portion
and anchoring means to hold it within the knot,

Having briefly described this invention, it will be de-
scribed in greater detail along ‘with other objects and
advantages in the following portions of the specification,
which may best be understood by reference to the ac-
companying drawings, of which:

FIG. 1 is an clevation view of a pre-knotted tie in use
by the wearer,

FIG. 2 is a back view of the formed slip knot of
FIG. 1. '

FIG. 3 is a phantomed view of the pre-formed knot
showing the insert orfitting.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the fitting shown in
FIG. 3.
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“tioned on the user's shirt front.
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FIG. S is a cross-sectional view taken along lines 5—5
of FIG. 1.

In the figures, there is shown a pre-knotted necktie 10 -
formed of fabric cut in a generally elongated configura-
tion having one end 12 thereof adapted to be exposed
on the shirt front of the wearer and a narrower hidden
end portion 14 which, in normal use, falls beneath the
exposed end 12 during wear. A permanent slip knot 15
is formed in the material. The knot is tied about a fitting
16 which preferably is provided with a tubular section 18
and a tab 20 extending generally outwardly from the
axis of said tube. The fitting 16 may be formed of rela-
tively stiff plastic material and the tab 20 integrally
formed with the material which is rolled to form the
tubular section 18. The material may be cemented along
the edge to form the tubular section 18, may be thermo-
formed of thermoplastic material, or may be cast to
shape.,  The tie is knotted over the fitting 16 as shown.
A Windsor knot is preferably used since it provides both
symmetry and sccure holding of the insert or fitting 16.
The tab 20 scrves the dual purpose of anchoring the fit-
ting within the knot to prevent slippage therefrom and to
provide a thickening member for the slide of the knot
formed about the tab thercby to provide a symmetrical
knot, Once formed, the knot is permanently secured in
place by stitches 22. The hidden end of the tie 14 is pref-
erably provided with an elongated stiffening member 24
which may extend outwardly from the end of the tie to
provide a free portion which may be grasped by the
fingers.

To wear the tie, the user neced merely thread the hidden
portion 14 through his shirt collar and insert the stiffened
cnd portion 24 through the tube 18. The extension may
then be. grasped by the fingers and the hidden end 14
pulled through the knot until the knot is properly posi-
To remove the tie, the
hidden end is merely pulled through the knot as in re-
moval of a conventional necktie.

With this arrangement, the usual complexities of pre-
knotted tics such as attachments to shirt collar buttons
and/or tabs that slip under the collar are obviated and
the tie drapes and hangs in the fashion of a hand tied
necktie, The installation and removal of the necktie is
in identical fashion to that of a hand tied tie, preventing
embarrassment to the user. However, the advantages of
a pre-knotted tic in speced of installation and removal is
retained.

The stiffening member 24 in the hidden end of the tie
can be completely concealed by being covered with fabric.
It is only necessary that the member be long enough so
as to be threaded through the tube 18 and providing an
extending portion to be grasped by the fingers, Similarly,
the tab 20 can be dispensed with and the tube 18 secured
within the knot as by an adhesive or stitching. The tab

= 20 serves the desired purpose of anchoring the tube and

simultaneously providing a means of shaping the tie for
symmetry.

This invention may be variously modified and em-
bodied within the scope of the subjoined claims.
~. What is claimed is:

1. A pre-knotted necktie having a V-shaped knot com-
prising an elongated strip of fabric having a wider ex-
posed end and a narrower hidden end, a fitting located
within said knot when tied in a portion of the wider ex-
posed end to secure the fitting within said knot, said fit-
ting comprising a tubular section and a tab extending out-
wardly from the axis of said tubular section to form a
V-shaped fitting,. said tubular portion being encircled by
one loop of said fabric when formed into said knot and
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said tab portion being encircled by another loop of ma-
terial formed in said knot, the end of said tubular portion
cirrying said tab being positioned at the narrow portion
of said V-shaped knot and flaring outwardly to support
and define the V-shaped configuration of said knot, said
fitting heing sccured within said knot by the encircling
folds of material, said tubular section forming an open
passageway through said knot and adapted to receive said
narrower hidden end of said fabric strip for installation
over and removal of said necktie during wear,

2. A pre-knotted necktie in accordance with claim 1 in
which said narrower hidden end is provided with a stiffen-
ing member adapted for insertion through said tubular
section when the necktie is to be worn.
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