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1 :
. My present invention relates to a foldable unit
adapted to serve either as a ¢hild’s crib or as his
playpen. ‘ i )

While in
a - playpen are,

the care of an infant, both a crib-and

for practical purposes, necessities,
the crib is much more the important of the two.
‘Playpens are commonly ‘made so that they may
be easily set. up where desired and ‘ésmpactly
folded when. not ini use or Wher they are t0 be
moved. While folding cribs have Gegn probosed,
there is, of course, a lesser need fof one, as suich,
than there is for a folding playpen due to the
fact that it is seldom necessdry to move 2 crib
unless the parents wish to take it with them on
their vacation or on a wéekKend visit. "Particularly
in small homes, apartments, or on vacations or
visits, space limitations are Trequently such that
both a playpen and a crib would occupy too much
room so that there is a ¥eal need for a single fold-
ing unit that will serve both purposes.

In accordance with my invention, I provide
such a unit consisting of a pair of side walls and
a pair of end walls. Each side wall includes a
plurality of vertically spaced mémbers and edch
end wall has two- sections, each of which is so
hinged to the other and to onhe of the side walls
that the end walls may be folded inwardly to-
wards each other to establish & collapsed position
of the unit. In its collapsed position, the sections
of the end walls and the side walls define a pair
of storage compartments- A bottom is hinged
o the lower part of one of the sides s0 that it may
be swung upwardly to occupy one of the compart-
ments when the unit is collapsed or be seated in
playpen establishing position against stop means
on the other side wall. o B

A unit in accordance with my invention also in-
cludes a crib establishing element dimensioned to
fit within the unit, when set up for use, and hav-
ing arms disposed to seat on and lock to corre-
sponding side wall members. The crib establish-
ing element is easily removed when it is desired to
use the unit as a playpen and when the unit is
collapsed, it fits within the other compartment in
which it is supported by the stop means.

In the accompanying drawings, I have shown
an illustrative embodiment of my invention from
which these and other of its novel features and
advantages will be readily apparent.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a unit in accordance
with my invention.

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the unit set up for
use as & playpen.

Tig. 3 is a top plan view of the unit when coi-

lapsed.
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Fig: 4 is a vertical cross section, on an enlarged
seale, of the unit showing the crib establishing
element locked to its side wall, and

Tig. 5 is a plan view of the crib establishing
element. ’ .

The unit shown in the drawings consists of -side
and end walls indicated generally at (0 and (I,
respectively. - e

Tach of the side walls 10-includes a pair of up-
rights 12 each of which has & shoulder 13 disposed
towards the shoulder of the other and & caster
14 secured to its lower extremity. - To the-outer
surfaces of the uprights {2 are securedspaced
and horizontally disposed side members such. as
the lowermost member 15, the uppermost member
16, and the intermediate members 17 so that the
uprights 12 of one side project towdards the up-
rights of the other side. In practice, the member
15 of each side is made from stock somewhat
wider than that used for the other side members
and has its bottom  edge slightly below' the
shoulders 3. ’

Tach end wall 11; as may best be seen in Fig: 4,
consists of & pair of sections- Each section has

‘members 18 and 19, corresponding in size to the

side members 15 and 16, respectively, intercon-
nected by a plurality of veértically disposed and
uniformly spaced slats 20. - The sections of each
end wall. are hinged together as at 21 and each
of them is hinged as at 22 to one of the uprights
{2 with the hinges 21 and 22 being so disposed
that the unit'may be collapsed with the end walls
11 folded inwardly when the catches 23 are un-
hooked. In the collapsed position of the unit,
each end wall section is substantially parallel to
the adjacent side wall 10 but is spaced there-
from by the upright 12:to which it is hinged.as is
clearly shown:in Fig. 3. .Corresponding sections
of the end walls 1§ thus define, when the unit is
collapsed, with the uprights {2 to which they are
hinged and with the side wall of which those up-
rights are a part compartments 24 and 28,

I provide a bottom 26 for my unit which is
hinged as at 21 to one of the side members i5
so that when the unit is set up for use, it is
supported by the shoulders (3 of the uprights
thereby to establish the unit as a playpen. When
the unit is to be collapsed, the bottom 26 is swung
upwardly against the side wall 10 to which it is
hinged and it and the end and side walls are s0
proportioned that in the collapsed unit, it is com-
pletely housed in the compartment 24. To en-
able the bottom 26 to be conveniently gripped, I
form it with a hole 28 adjacent its unhinged
edge.

At 29, I have indicated generally a crib estab~
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lishing element which consists of a frame 30 sup-
porting a spring 31 of any desired construction.
The element 29 is dimensioned to fit within the
unit, when set up, and has adjacent each end op-
positely disposed arms 32 engageable with the
upper surfaces of any corresponding pair of side
members. In practice, each arm is notched as
at 3% so that it may be securely locked to the
side members by which it is supported thereby
to prevent side-to-side movement of the ele-
ment 29 and the arms 32 are alsc disposed so
that they are closely adjacent the uprights 12
thereby preventing end-to-end movement of the
element 29.

Such an element is quickly and easily installed
and as it may be supported by any corresponding
pair of side members, it enables the unit to be
readily adapted to the age of the infant. When
the unit is to be used as a playpen, the element
29 may be removed and when the unit is to be
collapsed for storage or to enable it to.be trans-
ported with convenience, the removed element
29 may be fully housed in the compartment 25
and be supported therein by engagement of one
pair of its arms 32 with the shoulders I3 ex-
posed in the bottom of that compartment.

When the unit is set up for playpen use, the
lowermost members 15 and 18 establish a retain-
ing wall of adequate height. - While I provide
spaced and horizontally disposad side members
to establish means for supporting the crib es-
tablishing element 29 at different levels in the
unit, this arrangement has proved to be of ad-
vantage to the child when he reaches the age of
trying to walk for the side members provide a
choice of continuous and easily engageable sur-
faces for him to hold.

From the foregoing, it will be apparent that
units in accordance with my invention are easily
manufactured and sturdy in construction. As
they may be readily adapted for playpen and
crib use and are adapted to be compactly folded
when they are to be put in storage or transport-
ed, they are well suited to meet all requirements.

What I therefore claim and desire to secure by
Letters Patent is:

1. A unit for use in the care of a child, said
unit comprising a pair of side walls and a pair of
end walls, each of said side walls comprising a

pair of uprights and a plurality of spaced and .

horizontally disposed members interconnecting
said uprights with said uprights projecting to-
wards the other of said side walls, each of said
uprights including a sholder adjacent its lower
end, each of said end walls comprising a pair of
sections each of which is hinged to the other and
to one of said uprights to enable said end walls
to be folded inwardly towards the other to col-
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lapse said unit with the folded end wall sections
in spaced relation to said side walls thereby to
define a pair of storage compartments, a bottom
hinged to the lowermost member of one of said
side walls and dimensioned to fit one of said com-~
partments when the unit is collapsed, and to seat
against said shoulders to establish a playpen,
and a crib establishing element including a plu-
rality of spaced supporting arms to seat on and
lock to the upper surfaces of corresponding mem-
bers of said side walls and to abut the uprights
of the side walls, said crib element being dimen-
sioned to fit within said other compartment of
the unit when collapsed and to be supported
therein by engagement of its supporting arms
with said shoulders.

2. A unit for use in the care of a child, said

‘unit comprising a pair of side walls and a pair of

end walls, each of said side walls including end
portions projecting towards the other side wall
and a plurality of spaced and horizontally dis-
posed side members, each of said end walls com-
prising a pair of sections, each of which is hinged
to the other and to one of said end portions to
enable said unit to be collapsed with said end wall
sections folded inwardly in spaced relation to the
side walls to define a pair of compartments, a
bottom hinged to the lowermost side member of
one of said side walls, a stop on the other side
wall engageable by said bottom to establish said
unit as a playpen and said bottom being dis-
posable in one of said compartments when the
unit is collapsed, and a crib establishing element
including a plurality of spaced supporting arms
recessed to lockingly engage with corresponding
members of said side walls and to abut the end
positions thereof, said element being disposable
in the other compartment established when the
unit is collapsed and when thus disposed being
supported by engagement of its armg with said
stops. )
SHELDON CARBEE.
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