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the post 15 when in operative position and 
extending by their rear or inner ends be 

a citizen of the United States, residing at tween the vertical members 1314, which thus 55 
Greenville, in the county of Bond and State serve not only as supports to the rails, but as 

To all, Luhon, it nuclf conce77: 

5 of Illinois, have invented a new and useful orinner ends of the latches. 

Be it known that I, DEWITT C. HESTON, 

Gate-Latch, of which the following is a speci- The upper latch member is provided with 
fication. a spring 21, exerting its force to maintain the 
This invention relates to latches for secur- latch member normally in engagement With 6o 

ing gates or other swinging closures, and has its socket 19, as shown. 
Io for its object the production of a gate-latch Pivotally attached intermediately to the 

simple in construction and position and sure gate-frame, as at 29, and likewise pivoted by 
in its action, which will hold the closure mem- one end at 22 to the latch 17, is an operating 
ber at two or more points and operative with handle-lever 23, with the upper end extend- 65 
one actuating means; and the invention con- ing above the upper rail 12 in convenient po 

I5 sists in certain novel features of construc- sition to be reached by the operator. 
tion, as hereinafter shown and described, and Movably connected, as by a loop 24, to the 
specified in the claims. latch 16 is a connecting-lever 25, this lever 

In the drawings illustrative of the inven- being intermediately pivoted at 26 to the gate, 7o 
tion, in which corresponding parts are de- as shown, and connected by a link 27 to the 

2 o noted by like designating characters, Figure handle-lever at 28. The handle-lever 23, it 
1 is a side elevation of a portion of a gate will be noted, thus becomes the operating 
with the improvement applied. Fig. 2 is a lever for both latches by the connections be 
sectional detail illustrating the relative ar- tween the levers. All the connected levers 75 
rangement of the spring-actuated latch and and latches are thus movably connected in 

25 its Supporting-framework. position to be actuated by the one spring 21 
The improved device is more particularly and both latches maintained normally in 

designed for use in securing farm-gates, but their outward or operative position and in 
may be employed in connection with any engagement with their respective sockets. 8o 
transversely-swinging closure, such as the When the gate is to be released, it is only 

3o doors of barns or sheds and the like, and I do necessary to throw the lever 23 forward, when 
not, therefore, wish to be limited in the use of the coaction of the levers and connecting 
the device for any specific purpose or in con- link will withdraw both latches at the same 
nection with any specific structure. time. Thus the whole action may be accom - 85 

For the purpose of illustration the improved plished with one handle-lever and with one 
35 device is shown applied to a portion of a farm- movement of the latter. By this simple 

gate of the usual construction, with spaced means a very effective and secure fastening 
outer vertical members 10 11, connected to is provided, which will secure the gate at 
the opposite side of the spaced rails 12, the both the upper and lower parts and prevent 90 
latter being further supported by vertical side its being opened by either small or large ani 

4o members 1314, spaced from the members 10 mals. In gates having latches applied only 
11, as shown. at one point pressure exerted against the 
The stationary post against which the gate lower part by hogs and other small animals 

SWings when closed is indicated at 15 and will or against the upper part by horses, cows, or 95 
form the terminal of the fence upon that side other of the larger animals tends to twist 

45 of the gateway-opening in the usual manner. and distort the gate and frequently breaks 
Slidably disposed between two of the rails them, but with my improved double-latching 

12 near the bottom of the gate is a latch 16, means the gate is firmly supported both at 
and likewise slidably disposed between a pair the lower and upper portions, and will thus Ioo 
of the rails near the upper portion of the gate resist pressure equally at all points, while at 

5o is a similar latch 17, the latches extending by the same time the two latches are operated 
one end in advance of the members 1011 and as easily as if there were only one employed. 
adapted to respectively enter sockets 1920 in The levers and latches may be of any de 
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sired size to adapt them to the gate or other Toted and movably connected by one end to 
closure to which they are applied and may 
be attached to any of the ordinary construc 

O 

25 

tions of such devices. 
Ali the parts except the spring and bolts 

will generally be of wood, but may be of 
other material, if desired, or partially of wood 
and partially of metal, and the proportions 
may be modified to any desired extent to 
adapt the device to changes in structure 
without departing from the prineiple of the 
invention or sacrificing any of its advantages. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is 
1. A gate having spaced latches adapted to 

respectively engage sockets in a gate-post, a 
handle-lever pivotally connected by one end 
to one of said latches, a connecting-lever in 
termediately pivoted and movably connected 
by one end to the other of said latches, and 
a link connecting the other end of said con 
necting-lever to said handle-lever, substan 
tially as described. 

2. A gate having an upper latch, a spring 
disposed to hold said upper latch normally 
projected, a lower latch, a handle-lever mov 
ably connected by one end to said upper 
latch, a connecting-lever intermediately piv 

said lower latch, and a link connecting the 
free end of said connecting-lever to said 
handle-lever, substantially as described. 

3. In a gate, a supporting - post having 
spaced latch-sockets, the gate mounted to 
swing past said post, an upper latch carried 
by said gate relatively near its upper part 
and adapted to engage one of said sockets, a 
spring disposed to maintain said upper latch 
normally in engagement with its socket, a 
lower latch carried by said gate relatively 
near its lower part and adapted to engage 
the other of said sockets, a handle-lever 
movably connected by one end to said spring 
actuated latch, a connecting-lever interme 
diately pivoted and movably connected by 
one end to said lower latch, and a link mov 
ably connecting the free ends of said lever 
handle and connecting-lever, substantially 
as described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

D. C. HESTON. 
Witnesses: 

E. P. POINIEXTER, 
JOHN L. BUNCH. 
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