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John W. Whitson, New York, N.Y., 
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This invention relates to improvement in per 
forating devices for index cards wherein slits are 
perforated near an edge of an index card for the 
purpose of attaching a selective card tab of the 
character illustrated in my Patent 2,260,069 
issued October 21, 1941. 
The benefits of such selective card tabs have 

been limited because heretofore it has been prac 
tical to use these tabs only with new card filling 
Systems due to the lack of a portable perforating 
means for preparing the index cards of existing 
card filing Systems for the reception of such card 
tabS. Business executives are reluctant to allow 
existing cards records to be removed from their 
offices so that the cards may be prepared in an 
outside plant on the present machinery used for 
this purpose, which is too bulky to be moved into 
an office, especially when the preparation of a 
small amount of cards is involved. 
One object of the invention is to provide a 

light, portable and economical means for perforat 
ing index cards to selective card tabs. 
Another object is to provide a perforating de 

Vice that can be operated without special skill 
and by the regular office personnel so that cards 
may be prepared during periods in Which the 
cards are in active use. 
With these and other objects in View, the in 

Vention consists in the novel construction and 
combination of parts hereinafter described, illus 
trated in the accompanying drawing, and set 
forth in the claims hereto appended, it being 
understood that various changes in the forin, pro 
portion, size and details of construction. Within 
the scope of the claims may be resorted to With 
out departing from the spirit or sacrificing any of 
the advantages of the invention. 

in the accompanying sheet of drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a plan View. 
Fig. 2 is a front elevation view. 
Fig. 3 is a cross sectional view. 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged perspective view of a por 

tion of Fig. 3. 
Fig. 5 is an enlarged perspective view of a selec 

tive card tab. With its bottom card gripping mem 
ber extending through a perforation in a card 
and before being flattened into card gripping 
position. The tab illustrated is that of Patent 
2,260,069. 

Referring to the drawing, is a base, having 
a table 2 held thereto by screws 3, a strip of per 
forating rule 4 is held clamped in Vertical posi 
tion against a back member of the base by the 
table member 2. This clamping action holds strips 
5, which are made of rubber or a similar elastic 
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material, on either side of the perforating rule 
4. Stop pins 6 are fitted into holes in the base 
so that the distance from the center of the per 
forating rule to the face of the pins 6 is equal 
to the distance D shown in Fig. 5. 
A movable top member 7, having a handle 8, 

is fastened to the base by the hinge 9 which may 
have a spring and stop to normally hold the mem 
ber 7 in the position indicated by the dotted lines 
in Fig. 3. Held in a groove in member 7 is a 
pressure member which is made of rubber or 
other suitable material. 
A card stop is fastened along the left side of 

the base . 
Operation 

A card 2 (indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 3) 
is placed face up on the table 2 its left hand edge 
being held against the stop and its back edge 
(in this case the top edge of the card) is held 
against both of the pins 6. The underside of the 
card will rest on the tops of the strips 5 which 
are slightly above the tops of the perforating 
members, or teeth, 3 of the rule 4. 
With the card in the position described a down 

ward pressure is placed on the handle 8 so as to 
bring the under face of the strip to into contact 
with the face of the card and to cause the teeth 
3 of the rule 4 to pass through the card and 

slightly enter the strip le. The rubber strips 5 
will become compressed around the teeth 3 so 
that When pressure is removed from the handle 
8 the return of the strips 5 to their normal shape 
Will cause the card to be stripped from contact 
With the teeth 3 and be free for removal from the 
device in preparation for the perforation of an 
other Card. 
The result of the foregoing operation is that a 

series of slits 4 will be formed adjacent the upper 
edge of the card as illustrated in Fig. 5. 
A selective card tab 6 is illustrated with a 

member i projecting through a slit 4. The 
members 7 and 8 are to be flattened against the 
Surface of the card to hold the tab in place so 
that a selector rod may be passed through the 
hole 9 for the purpose of card selection. 
When it is desired to limit the distance that 

the teeth 3 are to enter the card then the strip 
O may be increased in Width so as to extend over 

the strips 5 and bear against the table 2 when 
pressure is placed on the handle 8. 
The distance the cutting edges of the teeth 3 

are above the table 2 will determine the depth 
to which the teeth will enter into the card and 
also into the strip 0. 
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A feature of the present invention is that an 
elastic pressure bed (strip 0) is provided for the 
erforating teeth to cut against, this means that 

it is not necessary to maintain an exact parallel 
alignment between the cutting edges of the per 
forating teeth and the pressure bed as is the case 
with predecessor devices which have rigid pres 
sure beds. 
Another feature is that the strips 5, when under 

pressure, hold the card flat so that the entry of 
the perforating teeth into the card Will not cause 
a stretching and buckling of the card as would be 
the case if the card Were not thus held. 
Another feature is that by stripping the cards 

from the perforating teeth with the strips 5 pro 
vision is made against the cards becoming dis 
torted as is the case when cards are stripped by 
hand. 

Having now described and illustrated one form 
of my invention, I wish it to be understood that 
my invention is not to be limited to the specific 
form or arrangement of parts herein described 
and shown, or Specifically covered by my claims. 

Having thus described this invention what I 
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. In a perforator for preparing an index card 
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4. 
for the reception of selective card tabs, the com 
bination of card perforating members, pressure 
means, arranged to contact With the perforating 
members, for forcing the perforating members 
into a card, elastic pressure means in association 
With Said pressure means, resilient stripping 
means fol' stripping a card from the said mem 
bers, Which stripping means is compressed against 
the said perforating members by the said pressure 
means, a base in which the perforating members 
and Stripping means are supported, and a clamp 
ing block mountable in said base for clamping said 
in embers and stripping means in the base. 

2. In a perforator for preparing an index card 
for the reception of selective card tabs, the com 
bination of card perforating members, elastic 
rubber pressure means for forcing the perforat 
ing members into a card, by contact thereWith, 
elastic stripping means made of rubber for strip 
ping a card from Said perforating members, a base 
in which the perforating members and stripping 
means are Supported, and a clamping block 
mountable in Said base for clamping said mem 
bers and stripping means in the base. 

JOHN W. WHITSON. 


