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IMPROVEMENT IN MACHINE FOR PICKING CURLED HAIR.
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To all whom it may concern

Be it known that I, NoAH L. CoLE, of Norwich,
in the county of New London, and State of Connec-
ticut, have invented a-new and useful Improvement
in-Machines for Picking Curled Hair, and’ other like

or curled fibrous materials, of which the following is a’

full, clear, and exact description; reference being had
to. the accompanying: drawings forming part of this
specification, and in which— - :

- Figure 1 represents & sectional view of a machine

constructed in accordance with my improvement;

- Figure 2, 'a plan of ‘the- same,; with the upper por-
-tion of the case of the picking-spider or eylinder re-
moved; and ' : ‘

Figure 3, a sectional view through one of the bear-
ings of a toothed feed-roller in'said machine.

Similar letters of reference indicate corresponding
parts. — : .

My improvement ‘relates ‘to machines for.opening
and picking curled "haiv-and other like or: curled fi-
brous material, such, for instance, as moss,.put upin
rope form, - ‘ o

In'this connection my invention importantly differs
from other machines for operating on or ‘picking hair
vope to render the bair available for the various pnr-
poses-of trade, which, in its merchantable form of a
‘rope, it-is'not, and although,.as in certain other ma-

chines for said purpose, I use a blast, such is differ-"

ently applied, and not used to accomplish tlie actual
pieking-of the rope. Thus; in my improved macliine,
1 effect the .opening or picking of the hair by a .re-
volving brush or brushes, and so. arrange the latter
on the outer periphery of the picking-spider or cylin-
der,.or combine with the brushes fan-blades. which
may be made by a proper construction and presenta-
tion of the brush-stocks as that a blast is created suf-
-ficiently strong to'clear the machine, and keep the

- brushes' from  clogging, while the latter -are acting

upon and separating the hair. .
TFurthermore, the liair is introduced to the biushes
by the combined action of a toothed feed-roller and
shell, or stationary lip, the said feéd-roller being made
capable.of adjustment relatively to the latter by means
- of set-serews. - ' ’ :
~ Buch feeding devices secure, as I have found by ex-
periment, the necessary proper hold in the liair for
the picking action on it of the brushes, which accom-

plish their function in a soft or gentle,’yet positive

and most. effective manner, while the clogging or
choking which is-incidental to blast-picking actions is
avoided. S . R

In view of these remarks, a brief deseription of the
parts, in the form they are represented in the an-
nexed drawing, will suffice to further explain the dis-
tinguishing principles or features of my invention. .

In said drawing— :

A represents the feed-table, over which the hair
ropes are fed. )

B is the toothed feed-roller, extending across or
over said table at its delivery end, and-having a posi-
tive rotary motion communicated to it, in direction of
the arrow =. ‘

C is the shell or stationary lip, over which and- be-
tween it and the feed-roller, the hair ropes are fed to
the picking-spider or cylinder, the feed-roller B, which

is free to rise subjéct to the control of weights ¢ ¢,

acting on its bearings, being adjustable by set-screws
D, applied to said bearings for the purpose of setting
the feed-roller at any required distance from the sheil
orlip C. ) .

The picking-spider or eylinder E, which is arranged
to rofate within a suitable case or chamber, F, in the
direction indicated by the arrow y, is made up of a
brush -or brushes, G, and inner fan-blades or broad
brush-stocks H, the brushes G being set to rotate or
operdte in close but free proximity to the feed-roller

and shell or lip, for the purpose of picking the rope,

by positive. contact, while the fan-blades H are oper-
ating to clear the machine and keep the brashes from
clogging. ' _
" What is here claimed, and desired to be sectired by
Letters Patent, is— . : ‘
1. The combination and arrangement of the.revolv-
ing brushes G, the toothed feed-roller B, and lip C,
for operation. essenfially as set forth,
2. ‘The . adjusting-serews D to the bearings of the
toothed feed-roller B, in combination with”the levers
and their weights «; substantially as and for the pur-

pose set forth, .
S NOAH L. COLE.

Witnesses:
THOS. G. REDHEFFER,
WEBSTER PARK.
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