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This invention relates to a readily portable device for 
supporting and completely servicing a keg or small bar 
rel of beer or other beverage which requires for proper 
draught...and taste characteristics, cooling, gassing and con 
trolled dispensing. My present invention is particularly 
designed and conceived for home rather than commercial 
use where it is desired to dispense a draught beverage 
such as beer to a group of people, from a keg. 
At the present time the distributors of various malt 

beverages supply to their customers, cooling and gassing 
apparatus for small gatherings, usually employing a heli 
cal coil to be placed in a box of ice and an air pump 
or carbon dioxide cylinder of heavy construction. The 
apparatus is hooked up at the home and in many in 
stances, the keg heats up (since only the discharge through 
the coil is cooled), the saturation level of the gas is 
consequently decreased in the beer and more gas is re 
leased, resulting in foam when the beverage is dispensed. 
The coil, if not thoroughly cleaned and sterilized after 
each use, is unsanitary and gives the next user an off 
taste beer. Cleaning time of such coil requires from a 
half to a full hour and is often disregarded by the dis-, 
tributor. v 

It is an object of my invention to provide a small, 
compact, readily portable cooler, gasser and dispenser 
for keg beer and the like which will assure excellent 
draught characteristics of the beverage, a desired uni 
form temperature and uniform gassification during con 
sumption of the entire contents of the keg. -: 
A further object is the provision of a device of the class 

described wherein a simple, compact wheeled chassis 
serves the multiple functions of a keg-support, a refrig 
erating chamber, a mounting for controlled gassing and 
dispensing mechanism and in addition, a valuable source 
of advertising for the distributor or manufacturer of the 
beverage. 

Another object is to provide a compact, rugged device 
of the class described of simple and inexpensive con 
struction affording a high degree of sanitation and pro 
vision for sterilizing of the few dispensing parts. 

These and other objects and advantages of my inven 
tion will more fully appear from the following descrip 
tion made in conjunction with the accompanying draw 
ings in which like reference characters refer to similar 
parts throughout the several views thereof, and in which: 

Fig. 1 is a rear elevation of an embodiment of my in 
vention showing a keg of beer installed within the multi 
purpose chassis with the operating mechanism of the 
device properly connected for dispensing the beer on 
draught and for controllably gassing the same; 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same; and 
Fig. 3 is a front elevation of my device showing the 

convenient location of the dispensing tap and the hand 
hold for manipulating and moving the chassis and also, 
showing the favorable location of a large advertising 
space at the front of the chassis. 

In the embodiment of my invention illustrated, a multi 
functional, chassis body is employed preferably in the 
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form of an integral housing indicated as an entirety by 
the numeral 5 and having a lower, open topped, cylindri 
cal chamber-forming portion 5a and a supporting bot 
tom 5b. The housing 5 as shown, has an integrally 
formed, upstanding portion 5c which rises a considerable 
distance above the chamber-forming portion 5a and pref 
erably is defined at its side edges by reversely curved lines 
merging into the rear of the lower portion 5a and like 
wise merging into a horizontal, arcuate edge 5d at the 
upper and forward terminal of the housing. The entire 
housing may be conveniently constructed from a suit 
able cylindrical drum having a bottom therein, by cutting 
along the lines from top to an intermediate rear portion, 
as clearly indicated in the three figures of the drawing. 
The exposed edges of the open top of the housing in 
cluding the side edges, upper edge and lower edge de 
fining the top portion of the rear of the compartment 
forming section, are preferably covered by a continuous 
trim 6 of compressible cushioning material such as split 
rubber tubing, cemented to the curved edges previously 
referred to. W 

The housing 5 at least in the lower chamber-forming 
portion 5a thereof, is of a cross sectional shape substan 
tially larger than the maximum cross sectional area of 
a keg or other container to be housed and supported 
therein, thereby leaving when the keg or container is sup 
ported centrally upon the bottom of the housing, an an 
nular cooling chamber which may be filled with ice or 
other suitable refrigerant, as indicated in dotted lines in 
Fig. 3. 
The lower circumferential edge of the chassis body of 

housing is preferably provided with a cushioning trim 7 
of split rubber tubing or the equivalent. 
The chassis body at rest, is supported upon a pair of 

spaced wheels 8 preferably constructed of hard rubber or 
equivalent, non-abrasive material journaled on fixed axles 
8a which are secured between the depending ends of a 
U-shaped bracket 9 in each instance. The brackets 
9 and wheels 8 as shown, are disposed in spaced rela 
tion at the forward portion of the housing bottom and 
are axially aligned. At the opposite portion of the bot 
tom, a suitable supporting stand 10 is provided, as shown 
in the shape of a U-shaped rod having the upper ends 
of its two legs welded or otherwise rigidly affixed to the 
housing bottom. The height of the stand is preferably 
approximately equal to the combined height of the wheels 
with their mounting brackets to maintain the chassis 
body upright with the bottom thereof disposed substan 
tially horizontally. A water drain and cock 11 is mounted 
at the rear portion of the chamber section 5a near the 
bottom of the housing and of course, in communication 
with the interior thereof. 
The upstanding portion 5c of the chassis body forms 

a wide supporting post and is provided with suitable 
handle means for facilitating ready tilting of the body 
from its normally resting erect position to place the weight 
upon the wheels 8 for wheeling of the chassis forwardly 
or rearwardly as desired. To this end, in the form illus 
trated, hand holds 5e are formed through the upper end 
of the upstanding housing post 5c and adjacent the longi 
tudinal edges thereof; and the upper and horizontal edges 
defining these hand holds are preferably cushioned by 
suitable rubber trim 12. 
The upstanding portion 5c of the chassis body further 

serves as a mounting and support for a detachably con 
nected tap 13 which may be of conventional construc 
tion having the valve handle 13a and a conventional dis 
charge spout 13b. Such a tap has an inner tubular por 
tion externally threaded for attachment to a threaded 
socket 14, tapped through top central port of the up 
standing chassis portion 5c. 
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The interior or rear wall of the upstanding chassis por 

tion 5c functions as a medium for supporting and hous 
ing a carbon dioxide supply tank and its valved connec 
tions with the upper portion of a keg K. To this end, as 
shown, a heavy, resilient, split gripping collar 15 is se 
cured to the intermediate rear surface of upstanding 
housing portion 5c, constructed to tightly grip and sup 
port a small compressed-gas tank G. of conventional 
structure. For malt beverages such as beer and ale the 
gas medium is usually carbon dioxide, which is obtain 
able in Small tanks highly pressurized, weighing as little 
as a pound or pound and one-half. The tank G is valved 
at its upper end and has affixed thereto a small gas dis 
charge pipe 16 which is equipped with a regulator and 
gauge combination 7 and has further interposed there 
in, as shown, a cock 18. A conduit 19 which may be a 
flexible hose, connects cock 18 with a conventional tap 
rod R, which is tightly fitted into the bung hole of the 
keg after the bung is removed. As shown, a regulator 
and gauge combination 20 is interposed in the line of 
conduit 19. 
The conventional tap rods mentioned employ a fitting 

having an annular or other passage for the gas through 
the shank thereof, said fitting surrounding and being out 
of communication with the elongated beer discharge pipe 
21 which is affixed axially to the fitting and extends down 
Wardly to a point close to the bottom of the keg. The 
upper end of beer discharge pipe 21 communicates with 
a discharge head 21a which is connected as shown by a 
"once used' or disposable hose section 22, the upper end 
of said section being engaged with the inlet pipe 13c of 
the tap 13 mounted forwardly and externally of the 
chassis body near the top thereof. 

Operation and advantages 
From the foregoing description it will be seen that I 

have provided a portable chassis which is adapted to 
normally stand in erect position with the bottom thereof 
Supporting a keg or other container containing a draft 
beverage such as beer. Present day kegs are for the 
most part constructed of metal so that chilling of the 
contents by packing the annular space between keg and 
the lower housing portion 5a with ice is readily accom 
plished. The chassis body thus serves as a support for 
the keg and as a refrigeration compartment to receive 
ice and thus obtain uniform chilling of the contents of 
the keg. 
The device may be readily wheeled from place to place 

by grasping the top part of the upstanding portion 5c of 
the housing and tilting the same slightly forward to place 
the weight of the keg and housing on the wheels 8. 

After the keg is chilled the gas supply and its line is 
regulated at the proper predetermined pressure, and the 
beer or other beverage may be withdrawn as desired by 
actuating the tap 13, the discharge being disposed at a 
convenient height at the top portion and front of the 
chassis body. 
A substantially uniform temperature of the beverage 

is secured through the cooling of the keg rather than 
the conventional dispensing coil. Therefore uniform 
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4. 
gassification of the beverage during consumption of the 
entire contents of the keg is assured, since the saturation 
level of the gas by the beverage is substantially constant. 
The parts of my device or apparatus are few, being 

With exception of the unique multi-functional chassis of 
conventional structure which can be easily obtained from 
present manufacturers. 
While obtaining new and superior results in the uni 

form and excellent draft characteristics of the beverages 
Served, my device adds no additional media such as elon 
gated coils or other parts which are difficult to sterilize. 
The tap 13 is readily removable from the chassis for 
Sterilization, as is the conventional tap rod R. - 
My improved device is particularly adapted for use at 

Small gatherings where it is desired to portably support, 
chill, gas and dispense malt beverages and the like to a 
number of people at different points in a room or suite 
of rooms or in a yard. 
The front of the chassis body offers an excellent medi 

um of advertising for a manufacturer or distributor, be 
ing disposed directly below the tap from which the bever 
age is withdrawn. 

It will of course be understood that various changes 
may be made in the proportions and arrangements of the 
parts and in the substitution of equivalents all within the 
Scope of my invention. 
What I claim is: 
1. Apparatus for cooling, gassing, transporting and dis 

pensing keg beverages comprising a chassis body entire 
ly open at its upper end and in the form of a housing 
having a bottom and cylindricallower chamber of a cross 
sectional shape larger than that of a keg to be accom 
modated to provide an annular ice-packing space, said 
chamber being of a mean height less than that of the 
height of the keg to be accommodated therein said body 
being continuous and having an upwardly tapered, up 
standing supporting post rising substantially above said 
chamber portion and above a keg mounted upon the bot 
tom of said body, a dispensing tap mounted exteriorly 
at the top of said upstanding post, means for detachably 
Supporting a small tank of charging gas on the interior 
of said upstanding supporting post, a conventional gas 
discharging and beverage withdrawal tap for positioning 
in the bung-hole of a beverage keg, regulating valve con 
nections for connection between said gas-charging tank 
and Said keg tap and means connected with the lower 
portion of said body for facilitating travel of said body 
over the ground or other supporting surface. 

2. The structure set forth in claim 1 and said last 
mentioned means constituting a pair of wheels below one 
side of the bottom of said body and a supporting stand 
below the opposite side of said body. 
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