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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES J. WHEELER, OF GRINNELL, IOWA.

IMPROVEMENT IN CAR-STARTERS.

Speciﬁcation forming part of Letters Patent No. 185,087, dated January 21, 1873.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES J. WHEELER, of
Grinzell, in the county of Poweshiek and State
of Iowa, have invented a new and Improved
Car-Mover, of which the following is a speci-
fication:

My invention consists of a small frame of
two legs, connected together by suitable cross-
bars, each leg having a clamping-foot adapted
for clamping the head of a rail—the one when
forced downward, and the other when forced
upward-—on which said frame is a drum and
crank, with a rope or chain for hitching to the
car, to move it by winding the chain or rope

. on the drum, the frame being confined on the
rail by the clamps, which are caused to clamp
fast to.the rail by the one next to the ear be.
ing forced down on the rail by the strain upon
the rope or chain, and the other by being
forced upward by the said strain.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my improved
car-mover on a rail. Fig. 2 is a sectional ele-
vation of the rail taken on the line y y of Fig.
1, and a front elevation of the machine. Fig.
3 is a sectional elevation of the rail taken on
the line & 2 of Fig. 1, and a front elevation of
the hind leg and clamp of the machine.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

© A and B represent the two legs of the ma-
chine, and C the cross-bars conuecting them,
D is a drum, with a crank, B, mounted on the
top cross-bars, to draw the car by a rope or
chain, I%, to be hitched to the car and wound
on the drum. G represents a pair of clamp-
ing-jaws, connected together by a pivot-bolt,
H, and connected, by a bolt, I, to the lower
end of the leg A, so that a wedge portion, K,
of said leg can move down between their
shanks J, when they rest on a rail, K, and
‘bind them on it, their Iower ends being suit-
ably formed to rest upon the rail when so
clamped against it, and support the frame in
an upright position. L represents another

pair of clamps, connected together by a pivot-

bolt, M, and connected to the lower part of
leg B b) a bolt, N, which also connects their
shanks O above the wed ge-shaped portion P,

so that when said wedge rises the jaws will be
clamped against the rail-head; and the jaws
are 80 shaped that they hook under the rail-
head, and hold theleg of the frame from rising
by the effect of the resistance on the rope
when the drum is turned for pulling the car.
The bolts L and I are fitted in slots in the legs,
to allow of the necessary movement of the
clamps on the rails and releasing them again.

The leg A is placed on the rail next to the
car, so that the effect of the power is to force
it down on the rail; and the leg B is placed
on the opposite side, so that the power tends
to lift it, so that when the power is applied
the first effect is to securely fasten the machine
in position; and when the crank is relieved of
the power the clamps are instanfly relaxed,
so that the machine can be quickly shifted
along the rail, which it is required to do fre-
quently if the car is to be moved any counsid-
erable distance, in which case it is placed as
far from the car as the length of the rope will
allow, and the crank is turned till the rope is
wound up. Then the crank is reveérsed, the
rope unwound, the machine shifted alon g
again, and the opemtlon is repeated as often
as necessary.

Having thus described m3 invention, I claim
as new and d(,su“e to secure by Lettels Pat-
ent—

1. The combination, with the slotted shanks
of clamp-jaws, of a Wedrre attached to a leg of
frame A B C and plvoted to a sliding bolt, I,
as and for the purpose described.

2. Theframe A B O, the drum I with crank
E, and the chain F, combined with the clamp
to form a car-mover, as described.

JAMES J. WHEELER.

Witnesses:
R. P. BROWN,
A. P, PrILLIPS.




