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To all whon, it inctly concern: 
Beit known that I, GEORGE K. KNOWLTON, 

of Hamilton, in the county of Essex, State of 
Massachusetts, have invented a certain new and 
useful Improvement in Skimmers, of which 
the following is a description sufficiently full, 
clear, and exact to enable any person skilled 
in the art or science to which said invention 
appertains to make and use the same, refer 

Io ence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, forming part of this specification, in 
which 

Figures 1 and 2 are perspective views of my 
improved skimmer represented as in position 
for use; and Fig. 3, a vertical transverse sec 
tion of the body or holder, the handle being 
represented as broken off. 
Like letters and figures of reference indicate 

corresponding parts in the different figures of 
the drawings. 
My invention relates to that class of skim. 

mers which are employed for skimming or 
draining vegetables during the process of cook 
ing; and it consists in certain novel features, as 

25 hereinafter fully set forth and claimed, the ob 
ject being to produce a more effective and oth 
erwise desirable article of this character than 
is now in ordinary use. 
The nature and operation of the improve 

ment will be readily understood by all con 
versant with such matters from the following 
explanation: 

In the drawings, A represents the body of 
the skimmer and B the handle, these parts be 
ing preferably composed of tin or sheet metal. 
The body proper, ac, consists of a circular plate, 
which is concave in vertical cross-section, as 
shown in Fig. 3, and provided with drain 
holes a, said plate being secured to one end of 
the handle B by rivets in the usual manner. 
A vertically-arranged semicircular strip of 
metal, f, provided with perforations in the 
same manner as the plate ac, is secured to the 
rear edge of said body at the right of the 
handle B by brazing or other suitable means. 
A flat perforated plate, h, is secured to the 
upper edge of the sheet f, forming with said 
sheet and the plate a a drain cup or recepta 
cle for containing the vegetables or other arti 

5o cles to be drained. 
When skimmers constructed in the ordinary 

45 

manner are used, the plate a is inserted under 
the article to be drained, which is then lifted 
on said plate above the liquid. 
In the case of certain vegetables-such as 

peas, beans, &c.-the grease in the Water in 
which they are cooked causes a thin film to 
form over the holes &, thus preventing the wa 
ter from passing freely through them. To re 
move this film and enable the water to pass 
through the holes, it is customary to shake 
the skimmer, thereby causing a portion of its 
contents to be spilled and fall back into the 
cooking-vessel or onto the floor. To obviate 
this objection, and also to increase the capac 
ity of the skimmer, I make use of the perfo 
rated semicircular strip f and semicircular fo 
raminous plate h, for forming, in connection 
with the plate ac, a draining-cup, in which the 
peas or vegetables k may be held and drained, 
as shown in Fig. 3, thereby enabling the skim 
mer to be shaken without danger of spilling 
them, as described. Morever, by construct 
ing the skimmer with the drain-cup a much 
larger quantity of vegetables can be drained 
at a time than by the ordinary method. 
Having thus explained my invention, what 

I claim is 
1. In a skimmer, the combination of a han 

dle, a perforated dish-shaped plate secured to 8O 
said handle, a semicircular perforated strip of 
sheet metal secured vertically to the edge of 
said plate, and a semicircular perforated plate 
secured to the upper edge of said strip, Sub 
stantially as set forth. 

2. In a skimmer, the handle B, in combina 
tion with the dish-shaped perforated plate ac, 
semicircular perforated strip?, and semicir 
cular perforated plate h, said plates and strip 
being secured together to form a skitnmer pro go 
vided with a drain cup, substantially as de 
scribed. 

3. As an improved article of manufacture, 
a foraminous dish-shaped skimmer having a 
handle and provided at one side with a forami- 95 
nous drain-cup for receiving the vegetables 
from the skimmer and holding them while be 
ing drained, substantially as set forth. 

GEORGE K. KNOWLTON. 
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Witnesses: 
O. M. SHAW, 
JOSEPH. D. MATTHEWS. 

  


