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PATENT OFFICE. 
WALTER. E. ROSE, OF BOULDER, CoLoRADo. 

FLEXBLE WATER BAG OR BUCKET. 

Application filed July 19, 1922. Serial No. 575,951. 

To all thom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WALTER E. Rose, 

a citizen of the United States, and resident 
of Boulder, county of Boulder, and State of 
Colorado, have iuvented certaiin new and 
useful Improvements in Flexible Water 
Rags or Buckets, (if which the following is 
a specification. - 

Miy invention relates more particularly to 
a water bucket of bag for the use of window 
cleaners o' the like, for holding water, as 
well as brush, sponge, wet cloths or the 
like: the bucket or bag being adapted to 
be suspended from the waistband or belt 
of the operator, so that the accessories car 
ried therein may be readily available. 
The ordinary method followed in win 

dow cleaning operations is for the operator 
to have an ordinary bucket of water, placed 
on the floor or sidewalk, from which he 
takes the Wet brush, sponge, or cloth. He 
the gets (lit, on the window sill or clinibs 
the ladder and applies the wet brush or cloth 
to the window, When the operation is com 
pleted the wet brush or cloth is either 
cropped to the sidewalk or floor or returned 
to the water bucket and in these operations 
if the wet brush or cloth is dropped on the 
sidewalk it accumulates dust and dirt; if 
dropped on the inside floor or furniture, it 
soils the floor or furniture, and in any case, 
much lost motion is caused in dropping and 
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picking up these articles and in going to and 
from the water bucket. 

It can readily be seen, therefore, that one 
object of my improvement is to provide a 
satisfactory portable water bag or bucket, 
which the operator may attach to his belt 
and have with him as he works on the 
window sill, or ladder, thus not only ena 
bling him to save unnecessary steps, but it 
will be more cleanly in that there would be 
less water dropped on the floor or sidewalk, 
and no dirt picked up from the sidewalk by 
the brush or cloth. - 

In making bags or buckets of this chair 
acter, and using them in actual operation, it 
las been found that as the operator moves 
about, while cleaning the window or going 
up alld down a ladder, the jogging and 
jostling of the bag will frequently cause the 

ible material in order that the bag, as a 

Water to splash out over the top and, there 
fore, a further object of my improvement 
is to provide such a bag with means effec 
tually to prevent the water from splashing 55 
out. Obviously, in providing such a splash 
Ileans it is desirable, when an apron is en 
ployed, to provide means for definitely hold 
ing it, so that it cannot adhere or become 
plastered to the walls of the bag, and in 60 
my improvement such means is provided. 
It is preferable that the connecting means 
between the splash apron and body of the 
bag for holding them apart be made of flex 
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whole may be readily collapsed when nec 
essary. - 

A distending member for holding the 
mouth of the bag open is a necessary ad 
junct and may be of any suitable construc 
tion. However, one object of my improve 
ment is to so construct the hag that the 
(listending member may be removably in 
serted, and so construct the distending 
member that the parts thereof may be read 
ily inserted and removed from the bag, and 
when inserted therein, will be rigidly se 
cured together. When the bag becomes 
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worn out and leaky the metal distending 
ring can be removed from the old bag and 80 
inserted in a new one, without the necessity 
of any special tools for the purpose. 

For suspending and carrying the bag or 
bucket it is desirable to provide a suitable 
clip or loop, which may be attached to the St. 
waistband or belt of the operator and in 
my construction, I have preferably secured 
this suspending clip to the distending men 
ber at the top of the bag or bucket. 
As previously stated, it will be understood 

that, since the bags or buckets are made of 
can was or other flexible material and water 
proofed, they will sooner or later, under the 
rough handling they receive, begin to leak 
or become so worn that they can be of no 
further service. Therefore, a further object 
of my improvement is to provide an aux 
iliary protecting bag of substantially the 
same shape as the primary bag and enclos 
ing the latter, the two bags being prefer 
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ably secured together by Suitable means, such 
aS tacking with thread at two or three 
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2 
points, thereby preventing accidental re 
moval of the protecting bag. By providing 
the bag or bucket with this protecting bag, 
it will readily be understood that leakage 
cannot so readily occur and since the main 
wear is on the outer surface of the bag, the 
auxiliary bag can be readily removed and 
replaced with a new bag, after it has become 
WO, . . . . " 

In the accompanying drawings, I have 
illustrated one form of my improved water 
bag or bucket, particularly adapted for the 
use of window cleaners, and Fig. 1 shows 
the bag in elevation in section along the line 
1-1 of Fig. 2; Fig. 2 represents a top plan 
view of the bag; Fig. 3 is a transverse Se: 
tion of the bag on the line 3-3 of Fig. 1: 
Fig. 4 is a plan view of the distending lateril: 
ber for the top of the bag; Fig. 5 is a per 
spective view of the bag as attached to the 
belt of the operator; Fig. 6 is a rear view 
of the bag; Fig. 7 is a detailed view of the 
distending ring with one of the members 
shown insection; Fig. 8 is a side view of 
the connecting member of the distending 
ring of the bag, and Fig. 9 is a sectional 
view of the hen at the top of the bag, show 
ing the distending ring in place, and the 
slotted openings for inserting the ring a tid 
the connecting member. . . . 

Referring to the drawings, the primary or 
inner bag is represinted at 1, the upper pait 
thereof at 2, being of less cross sectional 
area than the lower portion, Substantially 
as indicated in Fig. 1 of the drawings. 
The bag is preferably formed of flexible 
water proof material, such as canvas or duck 
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impregnated with paraffine or other suit 
able water proofing material. The top poi'- 
tion of the bag at 2 may be made narrower 
by cutting out V-shaped strips and sewing 
the edges together again or simply by dart 
like pleats, such as are well-known in dress making or tailoring. Preferably, the up 
per portion of the bag is provided with a 
hein 4, which is formed by turning the na 
erial of the bag in and sewing it along the 
line 5. 
From my experience, I have found that, 

in bags of this character, the water there. 
in is apt to splash out when the bags are 
bumped around and roughly handled as 
they will be in use, and to prevent this, a 
splash apron 6 is provided, which extends 
downward into the bag and which in op 
eration, is adapted to prevent the Water 
from splashing up over the top of the bag 
or bucket. The apron 6 as here shown is 
continuous with the material of the bag and 
extends from the hem 4. It is preferably 
made funnel-shaped by means of dart-like 
pleats 7, so as to provide space between the 
apron and the body of the bag for the Splash 
of the water. 

in order to prevent the apron from be 

1,508,724 

ing drawn up or turned inside out it is 
preferable to provide connecting means be 
tween the apron and the body of the bag 
and for this purpose canvas strips 8 are se 
cured respectively to the apron 6 and to the 
inner wall of the bag 1-2, so as to posi 
tively hold the apron down. The strips 8 
also serve to hold the apron away from the 
walls of the bag, thereby preventing the 
splash of the water from passing the apron 
and reaching the top of the bag. 
As illustrated in Fig. 1, the bag is pref 

erably only partially filled with water so 
that the upper surface thereof is below the 
lower end of the apron. 6, in which case any 
splash will freely pass up between the apron 
and the bag. The cential opening of the 
funnel-shaped apron is large enough for the 
operator to pass his hands through to pick 
lip the sponge, brush or wet elotlis or rags 
that may be carried in the bag. . . 
The bag is preferably made of canvas or 

duck, suitably water-proofed, but it has been 
found that after considerable use and rough 
wear, the bag may leak or Sweat to a cer 
tain extent, at least enough to be annoying 
to the user and for this reason, I have found 
it desirable to provide an auxiliary protect 
ing bag 9 enclosing the primary bag 1-2, 
and shaped to fit it, as indicated in Figs. 1, 
2, 5 and 6 of the drawings. The auxiliary 
protecting bag preferably does not extend 
quite to the top of the other bag, and in 
the form shown, ends at 10, as will be seen . 
in Figs. 1 and 5 of the drawings. The auxil 
ially bag has the double function of pre 
venting any leakage or sweating of the 
primary bag and of Ireceiving the greater 
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wear, thereby protecting the inner bag, 
which on account of its construction is more 
expensive to replace. When the auxiliary 
outer bag 9 becomes worn So that its use 
fulness is impaired, it may be removed and 
replaced with a new covering bag, and this 
may be done repeatedly, whereby the pri 
mary bag may be continued in use for an 

finite period. 

- noval thereof, while in 
use, it is preferably secured to the primary 
bag at one or more points by tacking with 

O 

thread as indicated at 11 in Fig. 5 of the 
drawings. When the outer auxiliary bag is 
to be removed, the tacking threads are cut. 
As previously stated, the auxiliary bag 9 is 
preferably of the same shape as the primary 
bag and the open end thereof is narrower 
than the body portion. This may be accom 
blished by dait-like pleats, indicated at 12 
in Fig. 3 and 6 of the drawings. 

Obviously, it may be desirable at times to 
empty the water oint of the bag and this 
night be done by dipping it out or taking 
it out with a sponge, but it is preferable to 

20 

25 

130 

  



O 

1,508,724 

provide means for pouring it out. For this 
purpose, the apron may be provided with 
one or more slits 13 located near the junc 
tion between the apron and the upper pot 
tion of the water bag, substantially as shown 
in Figs, 1 and 2 of the drawings. The 
size and number of such slits or openings 
may be varied, according to requirements. 
In a water bag or bucket of this char 

acter, it is desirable to have the open mouth 
of the bag distended at all times and also 
to provide means for supporting or suspend 
ing the bag from the waistband or belt of 
the operator, so that it may be in conven 
ient position for use, as illustrated in Fig. 
5 of the drawings. For distending the 
mouth of the bag, the helh 4 is preferably 
provided with slots 14 at the rear side of 
the bag, through which a loop of wire 15, 
or other suitable flexible metal strip may be 
inserted into the hem as indicated in Figs. 
1 and 9 of the drawings. When a loop of 
wire 15 is used, the ends may be provided 
with hook-like ends 16 as indicated in Figs. 
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4 and 7 of the drawings, and these ends may 
be connected by a connecting bar 17 of suit 
able width to enter the slits 14 and com 
plete the circle or ring forming the dis 
tending member of the bag. Various 
methods may be followed for connecting or 
securing the ends 16 of the wire loop 15 
to the connecting member 17, but prefer 
ably this may be done by providing the ends 
of the strips 17 with elongated slots 18 and 
adjacent holes 19, as indicated in Eigs, 7 and 
S of the drawings. It will be seen, from this 
arrangement, that the bent hook-like ends 
16 of the flexible wire loop may be passed 
up through the slots 18 and the ends of the 
wire hooked in the hole 19, thereby securing 
the loop 15 to the piece 17 to form a rigid 
ring-like structure. The back-side of the 
hem of the bag at 20 may be provided with 
openings or slits for access to the ends 16 
of the distending loop, so as to facilitate 
inserting and removing the ring from the 
top of the bag. It will be apparent that 
the distending members 15-17 may be in 
serted and removed from a bag or trans 
ferred from one bag to another. 

In order that the bag may be attached 
to the waistband or carried on a belt B, as 
indicated in Figs. 1, 2 and 5 of the draw 
ings, a clip or loop. 21, of thin bar metal 
may be secured by a livet 22 to the connect 
ing member 17, thereby providing means 
for readily suspending the bag from the 
waistband or belt and permitting easy re 
moval thereof at any time. As previously 
stated, the canvas bags, after being subjected 
to long wear, may be readily replaced, the 
outer auxiliary bag 9 repeatedly, until the 
inner bag weal's out, and then the latter may 
le renoved from the distending ring 15-17 
and the ring used in another bag. There 

8 
fore, in this construction, it will be seen that 
the parts are designed for ready replace 
ment and fol' hard usage and long wear. 
The use and operation of my improved 

window cleaner's water bag oi" bucket inay 
be readily understood from the description 
given, but it might be desirable to describe 
hore particularly the operation of removing 
the distending ring members from the he 
4 at the top of the bag. It will be seen 
from Fig. 9 of the drawings, that the con 
necting member 17 enters the slits 14 and 
in part lying over the outside of the hem 
between the two slits. At this point, the 
suspending clip 21 is located. To remove 
the distending member, the clip 21 should be 
turned into parallel relation to the member 
17, to which it is attached. Then by unna 
nipulation, through the slots or openings 20, 
the ends 16 of the loop 15 are disconnected 
from the holes 19 and pulled out of the slots 
18. Now the member 17 and clip 21 can be 
moved to one side or the other in the hem, 
the direction of movement being toward the 
open end of the clip 21 when it is parallel 
with the piece. 17. In this manner, one end 
of the connecting members 17 is brought 
fair enough over to pass out of the corre 
sponding slits 14, and then the entire con 
necting member 17, together with the clip 
21 may be withdrawn or pulled out of the 
other slit 14, after which the loop 15 can be 
worked around and pulled out, either 
through the openings 20 or the slits 14. 
The reverse operation will be followed in in 
serting the distending ring member into the 
hen) 4 of the bag. - 
While I have shown my preferred form, 

which has been cleveloped, as a result of 
the actual use of various forms, it will be 
understood that I do not wish to be limited 
to the specific construction shown, for, ob 
viously, various modifications in the specific 
details thereof may be made without de 
parting from the spirit and scope of the 
invention. 
I claim:- 
1. A. Water bag of flexible matelial pro 

vided with a funnel-shaped splash apron, 
extending part-way into the bag and intel 
posed members connected respectively to the 
bag and the apron, for holding the latter 
out of contact with the bag. - 

2. A water bag of flexible material, the 
upper end of which is of less cross-sectional 
area, than the lower polition of the bag, pro 
vided with an apron of flexible material ex 
tending downward for a portion of the 
depth of the bag, and means located between 
the apron and the wall of the bag for hold 
ing the lower end of the apron out of con 
tact with the bag. - 

3. A water bag of flexible material, the 
open end of which is narrower' than the 
body portion of the bag, and the material 
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of which is looped back upon itself into the 
bag to form an apron extending downwald 
into the bag for a polition of its depth, and 
flexible connecting members between the 
lower end of the apron and the body of the 
bag for preventing the apron clinging to the 
walls of the bag. 

4. A watei' bag of flexible material, pro 
vided with a splash api'on, norinally out of 
contact with the walls of the bag and means 
comprising an opening or slit at Ol' near the 
point of attachment of the api'on to the bag 
for permitting the water to be emptied. 

5. A water bag of flexible material, the 
open end of which is provided with a hein, 
in which a flexible metal loop is inserted for 
distending and holding the bag open, a con 
necting member to which the ends of said 
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loop are secured and a suspending clip piv 
otally mounted on said connecting member, 
whereby the bag may be attached to the 
waistband or belt of the user. 

6. A Water bag of flexible material, pro 
vided with a splash apron, extending into 
the bag for a portion of its depth, means 
for holding the open end of the bag. distend 

dental reliioval thereof. - 
8. tu a water bag oi" bucket, of the chal'- 
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ed and means, at one side of the bag for 
suspending the same from the waistband or 
beit of the user. . . . . . . . . 

7. In a water bag or bucket of the char 
acter described, the combination of a splash 
apron, extending into the bag from the 
upper edge thereof, means connecting the 
lower end of the splash apron with the walls 
of the bag for holding the apron away from 
the latter, an auxiliary protecting bag en 
closing the first bag and extending to near 
the top thereof, and means for securing the 
second bag to the first bag to prevent acci 

acte|' described, provided with a hem at the 
Open mouth thereof, the combination of a 
flexible metal loop removably inserted in the 
lena, the latter being provided with suitable 
openings or slits for this purpose, a connect 
ing member forming with said loop a rigid 
clistending device for the mouth of the bag 
and means for securing said connecting men 
bei' and the ends of said metal loop together. 

WALTER E. ROSE. 
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