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1 Claim.

This invention relates to an electric output
socket and has for the primary object the pro-
vision cf means on the face plate of an electric
output socket for guiding a plug into proper po-

5 sition for insertion in the socket when visibility
is bad or in the dark and which will permit the
ingertion of the plug or the contacts thereof in
the socket with ease and quickness and without
danger of the operator being subjected to electric

10 shock, )

With these and other objects in view, the in-
vention consists in certain novel features of con-
struction, combination and arrangement of parts
to be hereinafter more fully described and

15 claimed.

Tor a compiete understanding of my invention,
reference is to be had to the following descrip-
tion and accompanying drawing, in which

Tigure 1 is a perspective view showing an elec-

20 tric output socket constructed in accordance
with my invention and illustrating a plug posi-
tioned for being guided into the socket through
the use of the present invention.

Figure 2 is a view in transverse section taken

95 on the line 3—2 of Figure 1 looking in the direc-
tion indicated by the arrows.

Referring in detail to the drawing, the numeral
§ indicates in entirety an electric output socket
of the double type which may be mounted in a

80 wall or floor and includes the usual face plate
6.  The sockets are indicated by the character T
with the usual contact-receiving slots 8.

The eleciric plug to be used in connection with
the clectric output socket is indicated by the

a5 character 9 and includes the usual prong type
contacts 18. The body of thé plug between the
contacts 18 is provided with a notch #i.

TFormed on the face plate § and traversing the
sockets 7 is @ bar 12, the width of which is slight-

40 ly less than the distance between the contacts
10 of the plug. The bar separates the slots 8 of
the sockets T and the under face of the bar is
shaped to extend intc and against the usual slop-
ing wall of the sockets. The purpose of the bar

48 12 is to guide the plug § into position so that the
contacts thereof will engage with the sloping
walls of the socket and on further movement of

(Cl. 174—66)

the plug in the direction of the face plate the
prong contacts will be guided into the contact
slots § both by the bar (2 and the sloping walls
of the socket, consequently permitting the in-
sertion of the plug or the contacts thereof into 5
the socket comparatively easy when visibility is
bad.

In the dark a person holding the plug 8 in one
hand and feeling the bar {2 with the other hand
and bringing both hand together may readily 10
position the plug so that the prong ccntacts
thereof straddle the bar. With a further move-
ment of the plug relative to the bar and in-
wardly towards the socket the contacts wiil be
caused to enter the slots 8 of the socket to bring 15
about electrical connection of the plug with the
socket. The guide bar being located on the face
plate and across the socket, as shown in the
drawing, and when grasped by a person for the
purpose of guiding the plug in proper position for 20
insertion in the socket will in no way endanger
the person to an electric shock.

The notch it of the plug § receives the bar
when the contacts of said plug straddle the bar
so0 that the contacts may readily enter the socket 25
and also tend to prevent the plug from wobbling
on the bar.

It is believed that the foregoing descripticn,
when taken in connection with the drawing will
fully set forth the construction and advantages 30
of this invention to those skilled in the art to
which such device relates, so that further de-
tailed description will not be required.

What I claim is:

In an electric wall socket for use with a double 35
pronged plug and having pairs of vertically spaced
prong-receiving slots therein adjacent opposite
ends thereof, a guide bar extending across the
front of said socket intermediate the slots of
said pairs for sliding of the prongs along the 40
same in straddling relation thereto to register
said prongs with selected pairs of said slois, said
bar having rearwardly inclined webs extending
from the lower edge thereof to the tops of the
lower slots of said pairs for guiding the prongs 45
under said bar to said lower slots. .
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