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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM L. HARRIS, OF PETERSBURG, VIRGINIA.

PEANUT-PLANTER.

1,063.028.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented May 27,1913,

Original application filed September 1, 1911, Serial No. 847,270. Divided and this application filed Deocember
27,1911, Berial No. 668,166. :

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that T, WiLLiay L. Harris,
citizen of the United States, residing at
Petersburg, in the county of Dinwiddie and

. State of Virginia, have invented certain

new and useful Improvements in Peanut-
Planters, of which the following is a specifi-
cation. .

This invention has relation to peanut
planters, and has for its object to provide
a nut selecting and dropping mechanism of
peculiar arrangement designed to select in-
dividual nuts from a quantity carried in a
hopper and convey the same to a boot
through which -the nuts are dropped suc-
cessively into a furrow opened in the soil.

The subject matter of the present inven-
tion is divided from my copending applica-
tion for patent for peanut. planter, filed
September 1, 1911, Serial No. 647,270.

For a full understanding of the inven-
tion reference is to be had to the following
description and accompanying drawing, in
which:

Figure 1 is a sectional view of a hoppery

with the dropping mechanism applied,
showing parts thereof in section; Fig. 2 is
a perspective view of a shield used in the
dropping mechanism; Fig. 8 is a perspec-
tive view of a portion of the rim of a wheel
used in the dropping mechanism; and Fig.
4 is a perspective view of a casting used in

. the dropping mechanism.

35

40

45

50

55

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following description and indi-
cated in all the views of the accompanying
drawing by the same reference characters.

The seed selecting and dropping mecha-
nism includes a hopper 36 which may be po-

sitioned in any suitable manner upon a -

planter frame indicated in general in the
drawing but not shown'in detail. The hop-
per 86 is provided at its bottom and at its
rear side with a slot 37. A wheel 38 1s
journaled for rotation at the rear side of
the hopper 36 and the forward portion of
the said wheel projects through the slot 37.

"The wheel 38 is fixed upon a shaft 39 and

any suitable means (not shown) may be

. provided for rotating the said shaft. The

wheel 38 is provided at its periphery with
a series of lugs 41 and each lug 41 1s pro-
vided at each end with recesses 42 and 43.
The recesses 42 are of greater diameter than
the recesses 43 and the peripheral portions

of the wheel 38 betweet; the lugs 41 are ap-
proximately V-shaped in transverse sec-

-tion, as at 44. The ridges of the portions

44 of the wheel are in alinement with the
inner sides of the recesses 42 and 43. Con-
sequently the said ridges are not in true arcs
concentric with the center of the wheel but
are eccentrically positioned, for the reason
that the recesses 42 and 43 are of different
diameters. _ '

A Boot 45 is carried by the frame of the
planter and the wheel 38 is located directly
above the upper end of the boot. A disk 46
1s Journaled at the lower portion of the boot
45. A shield 47 is provided with side por-
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tions which normally lie at the opposite .

sides of the upper forward portion of the
wheel 38 and at the side edges of the slot
87 in the hopper 36. This shield is adapted
to prevent the nuts or seed from coming in
contact with the spokes of the wheel 38. ~ At

its upper portion the shield 47 is provided

with a hood section 48 which extends
around the upper rear portion of the wheel
38 and which is hingedly connected at its
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rear end with a hood section 49 which in

turn is rigidly supported upon the hopper
36. The discharge end of the hood section
48 is located above the receiving end of the
boot 45,

A casting 50 is attached to the bottom of

85

the hopper 36 at the forward end of the

slot 87.  This casting'is provided at its rear
portion with a groove 51 which receives the
lower forward Iugs 41 upon the periphery
of the wheel 88. The casting 50 is located
betwveen the bottom of the hopper 36 and the
upper forward edge of the boot 45.

The operation of the device is as follows:
The disk 46 makes an incision in the soil.
At the same time the shaft 39 and the wheel

38 are set in motion so that the upper por-

tion of the said wheel rotates in a rearward
direction. As thelugs41 move upward from
the casting 50 the seed with which the hop-
per 36 is supplied will Jodge in the upper-
most recesses at the ends of the lugs 41 and
are carried up under the hood section 48,
thence down through the hood section 49
and are dropped into the boot 45. As each
lug 41 moves above or clears the upper por-

“tion of the casting 50 a nut may fall down

into the groove 51 of the said casting and

thus it is positioned so that it may readily”
_enter the recess of the next succeeding lug
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41. By providing the lugs 41 at their op-
posite ends with recesses of different diam-
cters the said wheel 88 may be reversed or
turned and positioned upon the shaft 39 so
that large or small nuts may be planted.
As the lugs 41 move in an upward direction
through the casting 50 the uppermost re-
cesses therein receive the seed and carry
them up as the said lugs pass through the
hood and the recesses which receive the seed

_are turned into inverted positions, the seed

passes from the lug by which it is elevated
to the preceding Ing and is carried down and
depesited in the boot 45 without danger of
bruising or crushing.

Having thus described the invention what
1s claimed as new is:

1.\ seed selecting and dropping mech-
anism _ineluding a hopper having a slot
formed in its bottom and side, a rotatably
mounted seed wheel projecting into the hop-

per through the slot, a boot positioned be--

neath the wheel, a hood section supported
by the hopper and extending about a por-
tion of the wheel to muintain the seed in
place, and a second hood section hinged by
one end to the first and bearing about the
upper porticn of the seed wheel, said second
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hood section being provided at its free end
with downwardly extending shields having
angularly dispesed edges adapted to seat
against the bottom and side of the hopper
when the shield is in lowered position to pre-
vent the seed in the hopper from coming in
contact. with the wheel spokes.

2. A seed selecting and dropping mecha-
nism including a hopper provided with a
slot, a seed wheel rotatably mounted and ex-
tending through the slot, and a guard for
said seed wheel carried by the hopper, said
guard including a lower section secured to

the cuter face of the hopper and a second

section hinged to the upper end of the lower
section and provided at its free end with
downwardly extending ‘shields which bear
against opposite sides of the wheel and
which seat against the inner walls of the
hopper to take the strain off from the secur-
ing means of the first section.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

- WILLIAM L. HARRIS. [r.s.]

Witnesses:
H. B. Pues,
Witrianm BELL.‘
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