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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

THOMAS H. STORTS, OF WAN BUREN, INDIANA. 

BURGAR-A ARM. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 593,136, dated November 2, 1897. 
Application filed August 16, 1897, 

To all Zwhom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, THOMAS II. STORTS, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Van Buren, in the county of Grant and 
State of Indiana, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Burglar-Alarms; 
and I do hereby declare that the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description of thein 
vention, which will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it appertains to make and use 
the same, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, which form a part of this 
specification. 
My invention relates to burglar - alarms 

adapted for use in dwellings, stores, and 
other places; and its object is to provide an 
improved construction whereby when a bur 
glar steps upon the same or disturbs it in 
any way an alarm will be sounded at any 
point desired. 
The invention consists in the novel con 

struction and combination of parts herein 
after fully described and claimed. - 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a longitudinal sectional view of a burglar 
alarm constructed in accordance with my in 
vention. Fig. 2 is a plan view, the platform 
and frame being removed. 

In the said drawings the reference - nu 
meral 1 designates the base of the device, 
which may be located at any suitable point 
in a dwelling or store or may be embedded in 
the ground outside of the house at Such a 
point, or points in which it would be liable to 
be stepped upon by a burglar or other un 
authorized person on the premises. Located 
above this base is a rectangular frame 2, 
Supported by coiled springs 3, interposed be 
tween it and the base. The numeral 4-des 
ignates guide-rods secured to the base and 
passing through holes in said frame and also 
through a platform 5, secured to said frame. 
This platform in use should be flush with the 
floor or ground. 
Hinged to the sides of the frame by spring 

hinges 6 are inclined wings or flanges 7, pro 
vided with inwardly-extending wires 8, con 
nected with arms 9 on a wheel 10, pivoted 
centrally to said base. Also secured to an 
arm 12 of said wheel is a wire 13, leading to 
an electrical or other alarm located at any 
point desired. 
The operation will be readily understood. 

The device is located at any point desired, 
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ground and the wire 13 connected with an 
electrical or other alarm. In case a burglar 
or other person should step upon the plat 
form or otherwise disturb it the same will be 
depressed, throwing the inclined flanges out 
ward, which, by means of the connecting 
wires, will turn the wheel 10 and, pulling upon 
the wire 13, will sound an alarm. 
The device can be used in stores or dwell 

ings and should be placed in proximity to 
the points therein in which a burglar would 
be most likely to go. For instance, in a store 
or bank it should be placed close to the safe 
or vault, either in front or at the side of the 
Sale. 

Any number of the devices desired may be 
employed, and the wires 13 are so connected 
that an alarm will be sounded when any of 
the devices are disturbed. 
In some instances it may be desirable to 

operate the alarm by electricity. In such 
cases the base is provided with stops similar 
to ordinary electric push-buttons, which are 
depressed by the platform when a person 
steps on the latter, establishing a circuit with 
an electric bell, which will sound an alarm. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim is 

1. In a burglar - alarm, the combination 
with the base, the vertically-movable plat 
form, the hinged flanges and the coiled 
springs, of the rotatable wheel, the wires con 
nected there with and With said flanges and 
the Wire connected with said wheel and 
adapted to be connected with an alarm, sub 
stantially as described. 

2. In a burglar - alarm, the combination 
with the base, the frame, the platform, the 
coiled springs, the guide-rods, the inclined 
flanges and the spring-hinges, of the 1rota 
table wheel, the arms thereof, the wires con 
nected with said arms and flanges, and the 
wire connected with said wheel and adapted 
to be connected with an alarm, substantially 
as described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereunto affixed my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

THOMAS H. STORTS, 
Witnesses: 

CHARLES A. Witif Aivis, 
WILLIAM. A. ROUT. 
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