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T h i s   a p p l i c a t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  i m p r o v e d   i m a g i n g  

f i l m s   and  more  p a r t i c u l a r l y   to  i m p r o v e d   i m a g i n g  

f i l m s   c o n t a i n i n g   r e d u c i b l e   o r g a n o   i m a g i n g   c o m -  

p o u n d s ,   s u c h   as  o r g a n o - t e l l u r i u m   i m a g i n g   c o m -  

p o u n d s ,   and  r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r s   w h i c h   a r e   f i x e d  

as  a  r e s u l t   of  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

V a r i o u s   m e t h o d s   a r e   known  f o r   p r o d u c i n g   i m -  

a g e s   or  d u p l i c a t e s   of  i m a g e s .   The  i m a g i n g   m a t e r i -  

a l s   u s e d   a r e ,   in  c e r t a i n   c a s e s ,   p a r t i c u l a r   o r g a n i c  

c o m p o u n d s .   Some  of  t h e s e   h e r e t o f o r e   known  m e t h o d s  

e m p l o y   m i x t u r e s   of  i n o r g a n i c   c o m p o u n d s   s u c h   a s  

s i l v e r   h a l i d e   w i t h   one  or   more  p a r t i c u l a r   t y p e s   o f  

o r g a n i c   c o m p o u n d s   as  s e n s i t i z e r s .  

A  new  p h o t o g r a p h i c   p r o c e s s   u s i n g   t e l l u r i u m  

c o m p o u n d s   to  p r o v i d e   t he   image   is  d i s c l o s e d   i n  

U .S .   P a t e n t   No.  4 , 1 4 2 , 8 9 6 ,   i s s u e d   March   6,  1979  t o  

Chang  and  O v s h i n s k y .   In  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   U . S .  

P a t e n t   No.  4 , 1 4 2 , 8 9 6 ,   an  e m u l s i o n   is  f o r m e d   u s i n g  

c e r t a i n   r e d u c i b l e   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s   in  c o m b i n a -  

t i o n   w i t h   a  r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   in  a  b i n d e r   o r  

m a t r i x   s u i t a b l e   f o r   f o r m i n g   a  f i l m - l i k e   c o a t i n g   o n  

a  s u b s t r a t e .   The  f i l m   p r e p a r e d   t h e r e f r o m   is  e x -  

p o s e d   i m a g e - w i s e   to  a c t i v a t i n g   e n e r g y   and  i s  

t h e r e a f t e r   d e v e l o p e d   as  is  known  in  t he   a r t   h e r e -  

i n a f t e r   d e s c r i b e d .   Hea t   d e v e l o p m e n t   is  p r e f e r r e d .  



Some  t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s   d e s c r i b e d   f o r   use  i n  

the   p h o t o g r a p h i c   p r o c e s s   of   U .S .   P a t e n t   N o .  

4 , 1 4 2 , 8 9 6   may  be  r e p r e s e n t e d ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   by  t h e  

f o r m u l a  

in  w h i c h   R  is  an  o r g a n i c   r a d i c a l   c o n t a i n i n g   a t  

l e a s t   one  c a r b o n y l   g r o u p ,   X  is  h a l o g e n ,   p r e f e r a b l y  

c h l o r i n e ,   and  x  i s   1,  2  or  3,  and  x  +  y  =  4.  T h e  

o r g a n i c   r a d i c a l   R  may  be  e i t h e r   two  i n d e p e n d e n t  

r a d i c a l s   or  may  be  j o i n e d   t o g e t h e r   to  fo rm  a  c y -  

c l i c   c o m p o u n d .   A n o t h e r   g r o u p   of  c o m p o u n d s   m e n -  

t i o n e d   in  U .S .   P a t e n t   No.  4 , 1 4 2 , 8 9 6   a r e   o r g a n i c  

t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s   w h i c h   may  be  c o n s i d e r e d   o r  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   as  t e l l u r i u m   t e t r a h a l i d e   a d d u c t s   o f  

e t h y l e n i c   or  a c e t y l e n i c   h y d r o c a r b o n s .   Some  o f  

s u c h   c o m p o u n d s   can  be  r e p r e s e n t e d   by  the   f o r m u l a e  

a n d  

w h e r e i n   R  a n d   Rl  a r e   e a c h   t h e   r e s i d u e   of  an  e t h -  

y l e n i c   h y d r o c a r b o n   and  X  is  a  h a l o g e n ,   p r e f e r a b l y  

c h l o r i n e .  



A n o t h e r   c a t e g o r y   of  p h o t o s e n s i t i v e   t e l l u r i u m  

c o m p o u n d s   w h i c h   have   been   f o u n d   u s e f u l   a r e   h a l o -  

g e n a t e d   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s ,   s u c h   as  c o m p o u n d s   o f  

the   f o r m u l a  

w h e r e   n  is  an  i n t e g e r   f rom  2  to  4,  and  n  +  m  =  4 .  

The  use   of  s u c h   h a l o g e n a t e d   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s   i n  

i m a g i n g   p r o c e s s e s   is  d i s c l o s e d   in  U .S .   P a t e n t  

4 , 0 6 6 , 4 6 0   i s s u e d   J a n u a r y   3,  1978  to   Chang   e t   a l .  

S t i l l   a n o t h e r   c a t e g o r y   of  u s e f u l   t e l l u r i u m  

c o m p o u n d s   a r e   d e s c r i b e d   in  U . S .   P a t e n t   4 , 1 0 6 , 9 3 9  

i s s u e d   A u g u s t   15,   1978  to   C h a n g ,   O v s h i n s k y   a n d  

S t r a n d .   T h e s e   c o m p o u n d s   a r e   t e l l u r i u m   t e t r a h a l i d e  

a d d u c t s   of  a r o m a t i c   a m i n e s   in  w h i c h   n i t r o g e n   a t -  

t a c h e d   d i r e c t l y   or  i n d i r e c t l y   to  t he   a r o m a t i c   r i n g  

is  s u b s t i t u t e d   by  a l k y l s   of  1-4  c a r b o n   a t o m s ,   t h e  

a d d u c t   b e i n g   f r e e   of  d i a z o   g r o u p s .  

The  t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s   s u c h   as  t he   f o r e g o i n g  

may  be  e m p l o y e d   in  c o n j u n c t i o n   w i t h   a  r e d u c t a n t -  

p r e c u r s o r   w h i c h   s e r v e s   as  a  s e n s i t i z e r .   The  r e -  

d u c t a n t - p r e c u r s o r   is  a  c o m p o u n d   w h i c h ,   u n d e r   t h e  

i n f l u e n c e   of  a c t i v a t i n g   e n e r g y ,   w i l l   a b s o r b   r a d i a -  

t i o n   e n e r g y   and  a b s t r a c t   l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n   f rom  a n  

a p p r o p r i a t e   h y d r o g e n   d o n o r   to  become  a  s t r o n g   r e -  

d u c i n g   a g e n t .   The  s t r o n g   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t   r e d u c e s  



t h e   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d   to  a  d i v a l e n t ,   t e l l u r i u m  

c o m p o u n d   or  to  e l e m e n t a l   t e l l u r i u m .   In  e i t h e r  

e v e n t ,   a  c h a n g e   in  o p t i c a l   d e n s i t y   o c c u r s   w h i c h  

r e s u l t s   in  an  i m a g i n g   s u i t a b l e   f o r   r e c o r d i n g   i n -  

f o r m a t i o n .   In  g e n e r a l   t e r m s ,   t he   f o r e g o i n g   r e a c -  

t i o n   may  be  r e p r e s e n t e d   by  t h e   f o l l o w i n g   m e c h a n -  

i s m :  

w h e r e i n   PQ  is   t h e   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   s e n s i t i z i n g  

a g e n t ;   1PQ  is  t h e   f i r s t   e x c i t e d   s i n g l e t   s t a t e  

t h e r e o f ;   3pQ  is   t h e   t r i p l e t   s t a t e   t h e r e o f ;   RH  i s  

t h e   h y d r o g e n   d o n o r ;   PQ.H2  is   t he   r e d u c t a n t   p r e -  

c u r s o r   in  i t s   r e d u c e d   s t a t e ;   and  ( R 1 ) 2 · T e · X 2  

is   t h e   r e d u c i b l e   t e l l u r i u m   i m a g e - f o r m i n g   c o m p o u n d .  

In  t h i s   c o n n e c t i o n ,   i t   s h o u l d   be  n o t e d   t h a t  

t h e   h y d r o g e n   d o n o r   need   no t   be  s p e c i f i c a l l y   p r o -  

v i d e d ,   a l t h o u g h   a  v a r i e t y   of  a l c o h o l s   can  be  u s e d  

i f   d e s i r e d .   In  t h e   a b s e n c e   of  a  s p e c i a l l y - p r o v i d -  

ed  h y d r o g e n   d o n o r ,   t h e   l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n   can  s o m e -  

t i m e s   be  a b s t r a c t e d   f rom  t h e   o r g a n i c   r e s i n s   u s e d  

as  b i n d e r s .   In  o t h e r   c a s e s ,   t h e   s e n s i t i z e r   can  b e  

i t s   own  h y d r o g e n   d o n o r ,   and  t h i s   is  known  to  b e  



t h e   c a s e   w i t h   at  l e a s t   one  s e n s i t i z - e r ,   n a m e l y ,  

i s o p r o x y n a p h t h o q u i n o n e .  

D e s i r a b l e   m a t e r i a l s   f o r   t he   b i n d e r   or  m a t r i x  

i n c l u d e ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   p o l y m e r s   s u c h   as  p o l y ( v i n y l  

a l c o h o l ) , p o l y ( a c r y l o n i t r i l e ) ,   p o l y ( b u t a d i e n e ) ,  

p o l y ( e t h y l e n e ) ,   p o l y ( e t h y l e n e g l y c o l ) ,   p o l y m e r s  

m a r k e t e d   by  t he   M o n s a n t o   Co.  u n d e r   t he   t r a d e   m a r k  

"FORMVAR"  and  p o l y m e r s   m a r k e t e d   by  t h e   E a s t m a n  

Kodak  Company  u n d e r   t he   t r a d e   d e s i g n a t i o n   " C A B " ,  

e s p e c i a l l y   " C A B - 5 0 0 - 5 " .  

A  m o d i f i c a t i o n   of  t he   t e l l u r i u m   p h o t o g r a p h i c  

p r o c e s s   is  d e s c r i b e d   in  B e l g i a n   P a t e n t   N o .  

8 5 4 , 1 9 3 ,   w h e r e i n   c e r t a i n   d i o l s   of  t he   f o r m u l a  

R 1 0 - C H O H - Z - C H O H - R 1 1  

may  be  e m p l o y e d   as  t he   h y d r o g e n   d o n o r   f o r   use   i n  

c o n j u n c t i o n   w i t h   t h e   p h o t o s e n s i t i z e r   d e s c r i b e d  

a b o v e .   In  t h e   f o r e g o i n g   f o r m u l a ,   R10  and  R11  r e p -  

r e s e n t   h y d r o g e n   and  v a r i o u s   o r g a n i c   s u b s t i t u e n t s .  

Z  may  be  a  d i r e c t   c a r b o n - c a r b o n   l i n k a g e   b e t w e e n  

the   two  h y d r o x y   s u b s t i t u t e d   c a r b o n   a t o m s ,   or  may  

be  any  of  v a r i o u s   l i n k i n g   g r o u p s .   R e f e r e n c e   i s  

made  to   B e l g i a n   P a t e n t   No.  8 5 4 , 1 9 3   f o r   a  f u l l e r  

d e s c r i p t i o n   of  t he   d i o l s   r e f e r r e d   t o .   In  t h e  

B e l g i a n   p a t e n t ,   t h e s e   d i o l s   a r e   s a i d   to  s e r v e   a s  



h y d r o g e n   d o n o r s .   S u b s e q u e n t   r e s e a r c h   has  s u g -  

g e s t e d   t h a t   t h i s   is  no t   c o m p l e t e l y   a c c u r a t e .   I n  

f a c t ,   a  m a j o r   p o r t i o n   of  t he   d i o l   a p p e a r s   to  f o r m  

a  c o m p l e x   w i t h   t he   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d .  

T h i s   f i n d i n g   has   l ed   to  t he   d i s c o v e r y   o f  

d i o l s   of  t he   g e n e r a l   f o r m u l a  

w h i c h   h a v e   i m p r o v e d   c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s   when  u s e d   i n  

t e l l u r i u m - b a s e d   p h o t o g r a p h i c   f i l m s .  

The  r a d i c a l   R  may  be  a  s i m p l e   a l i p h a t i c   g r o u p  

( f o r   e x a m p l e ,   a l k y l   or   a l k e n y l ) .   A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  

t h e   r a d i c a l   R  may  c o n t a i n   a  c a r b o n y l   g r o u p   ( f o r  

e x a m p l e ,   an  a c y l   r a d i c a l ) .   P r e f e r a b l y ,   h o w e v e r ,  

t h e   r a d i c a l   R  is  a r o m a t i c .   B e s t   r e s u l t s   a r e   o b -  

t a i n e d   w h e r e   t he   a r o m a t i c   r i n g   is  s e p a r a t e d   f r o m  

t h e   e t h e r   o x y g e n   by  one  m e t h y l e n e   g r o u p i n g .   A 

more   c o m p l e t e   d e s c r i p t i o n   of  t h e s e   d i o l s   is  c o n -  

t a i n e d   in  U n i t e d   S t a t e s   P a t e n t   No.  4 , 2 8 1 , 0 5 8 ,   i s -  

s u e d   J u l y   28,   1981  to   O v s h i n s k y   e t   a l .   and  r e f e r -  

e n c e   is  made  t h e r e t o   f o r   a d d i t i o n a l   d e s c r i p t i o n s  

t h e r e o f .  

S t i l l   a n o t h e r   m o d i f i c a t i o n   in  t h e   use   of  t e l -  

l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s   as  p h o t o s e n s i t i v e   a g e n t s   i n v o l v e s  

w h a t   is  known  as  a  " m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t " .   A 

n u m b e r   of  c o m p o u n d s   a r e   known,   s u c h   as  p h e n i d o n e ,  



w h i c h   w i l l   r e d u c e   o r g a n o - t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s .   T h e  

r e d u c i n g   c a p a c i t y   of  s u c h   c o m p o u n d s   may  b e  

" m a s k e d "  -   i . e . ,   i n h i b i t e d  -   by  a p p r o p r i a t e   s u b -  

s t i t u t i o n .   In  s u c h   c a s e s ,   i f   t he   s u b s t i t u e n t   i s  

o n e  w h i c h   can  be  c l e a v e d   by  t he   r e a c t i o n   p r o d u c t s  

l i b e r a t e d   upon  t he   p h o t o r e d u c t i o n   of  t he   t e l l u r i u m  

c o m p o u n d ,   t he   m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t   can  be  u s e d   t o  

a m p l i f y   t he   p h o t o r e s p o n s e   t h r o u g h   the   m e c h a n i s m  

S i n c e   the   o r g a n o - t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s   c o m m o n l y  

u s e d   r e l e a s e   h y d r o g e n   h a l i d e s   ( p a r t i c u l a r l y   h y d r o -  

gen  c h l o r i d e s )   as  b y - p r o d u c t s   of  t he   r e d u c t i o n   r e -  

a c t i o n ,   and  t he   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t s ,   s u c h   as  p h e n i -  

d o n e ,   a r e   a m i n o   c o m p o u n d s ,   t h e   m a s k i n g   a g e n t s   m o s t  

e f f e c t i v e l y   e m p l o y e d   a r e   c o m p o u n d s   w h i c h   w i l l   c o n -  

v e r t   t he   a m i n o   n i t r o g e n   i n t o   an  a m i d e .   A  t y p i c a l  

m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t   t h u s   is  t he   c o m p o u n d  

l - p h e n y l - 2 - b e n z o y l a m i d o - 3 - p y r a z o l i d i n o n e :  



A  more   c o m p l e t e   d e s c r i p t i o n   of  m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g  

a g e n t s   may  be  f o u n d  i n   B e l g i a n   P a t e n t   8 6 3 , 0 5 2   o f  

J u l y   19,  1 9 7 8 ,   and  r e f e r e n c e   t h e r e t o   is  made  f o r  

a d d i t i o n a l   d e s c r i p t i o n s   t h e r e o f .  

As  an  a l t e r n a t i v e   to  t he   m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g  

a g e n t s   d e s c r i b e d   in  B e l g i a n   P a t e n t   8 6 3 , 0 5 2 ,   a  new  

c l a s s   of  m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t s   may  be  s u b s t i t u t -  

ed ,   r e p r e s e n t e d   by  t he   g e n e r a l   f o r m u l a e  

;  o r  



0  

w h e r e i n   Y  is  h y d r o g e n   or  CNHR5,  s a i d   c o m p o u n d   c o n -  
O 

t a i n i n g   at   l e a s t   one  C-NH-R5  g r o u p .   In  t h e   f o r e -  

g o i n g   f o r m u l a e ,   R1  may  be  a l k y l ,   a l k a n o y l ,   a l k o x y -  

c a r b o n y l ,   p h e n y l ,   b e n z y l ,   b e n z o y l ,   n i t r o p h e n y l ,  

b e n z y l c a r b o n y l ,   p h e n y l m e t h y l ,   p h e n y l e t h y l   o r  

p h e n y l p r o p y l c a r b o n y l ,   or  a m i n o c a r b o n y l .   R2,  R3 

and  R4  e a c h ,   and  i n d e p e n d e n t l y ,   may  be  h y d r o g e n ,  

a l k y l   or  p h e n y l   and  a m i n o .   R4  may  be  p h e n y l ,   n i -  

t r o p h e n y l ,   h a l o p h e n y l ,   a l k y l ,   m o n o - ,   d i -   or  t r i -  

h a l o a l k y l ,   b e n z o y l ,   a l k y l p h e n y l ,   or  a l k y l c y a n o -  

p h e n y l .   The  m a s k i n g   g r o u p   may  be  s u b s t i t u t e d   a t  

e i t h e r   one  or  b o t h   of  t he   a m i n o   h y d r o g e n   s i t e s   o f  

the   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t .   The  a l k y l   g r o u p s   r e f e r r e d   t o  

a b o v e   may  c o n t a i n   up  to  s e v e n   c a r b o n   a t o m s .   S u c h  

c o m p o u n d s   a r e   c o n v e n i e n t l y   a c c e s s i b l e   t h r o u g h   r e -  

a c t i o n   of  t he   p a r e n t   h y d r a z i n e   or  p y r a z o l i n e   w i t h  

an  i s o c y a n a t e   of  t he   f o r m u l a  

In  p r a c t i c e ,   t he   f o r e g o i n g   i n g r e d i e n t s ,   i . e . ,  

a  t e l l u r i u m   d e r i v a t i v e ,   a  r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r  

s e n s i t i z e r ,   and  a d d i t i o n a l   i n g r e d i e n t s   s u c h   as  t h e  



g l y c o l   and  m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t ,   a r e   c o m b i n e d   i n  

a  s u i t a b l e   m a t r i x   to  fo rm  an  e m u l s i o n   w h i c h   may  b e  

s p r e a d   i n t o   a  f i l m   on  an  a p p r o p r i a t e   c a r r i e r   o r  

s u b s t r a t e .   A  l a t e n t   image   in  t he   f i l m   is  f o r m e d  

by  e x p o s u r e   to  i m a g i n g   e n e r g y ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   a  

l i g h t   i m a g e .  

A f t e r   f o r m a t i o n   of  t he   l a t e n t   i m a g e ,   a  v i s i -  

b l e   image   is  d e v e l o p e d ,   s u c h   as  by  h e a t i n g   the   e x -  

p o s e d   f i l m   as  d e s c r i b e d   in  U n i t e d   S t a t e s   P a t e n t  

No.  4 , 1 4 2 , 8 9 6 .   A f t e r   d e v e l o p m e n t   of  t he   v i s i b l e  

i m a g e ,   t h e   f i l m   is  d e s i r a b l y   f i x e d   to  a v o i d   d a r k -  

e n i n g   or  o t h e r   u n d e s i r a b l e   m o d i f i c a t i o n   of  t h e  

f i l m   r e s u l t i n g   f rom  e x p o s u r e   to  l i g h t   or  t he   p a s -  

s a g e   of  t i m e .   U n i t e d   S t a t e s   P a t e n t   No.  4 , 1 4 2 , 8 9 6  

a l s o   d e s c r i b e s   a  m e t h o d   of  f i x i n g   t h e   t e l l u r i u m  

i m a g i n g   f i l m   by  r e m o v i n g   t h e   s e n s i t i z e r   and  i n a c t -  

i v a t i n g   u n r e a c t e d   i m a g i n g   o r g a n o - t e l l u r i u m   m a t e r i -  

a l .   In  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e   t e a c h i n g   of  t h a t   p a -  

t e n t   t h e   f i l m   is  f i x e d   by  c o n t a c t i n g   t h e   f i l m   w i t h  

a  c h l o r o f o r m / t o l u e n e   ( 2 0 : 8 0   by  v o l u m e )   s o l u t i o n  

s a t u r a t e d   w i t h   ammonia   or  w i t h   o r g a n i c   a m i n e s .  

H o w e v e r ,   t h i s   f i x i n g   is  r e l a t i v e l y   s l o w ,   g e n e r a l l y  

t a k i n g   a b o u t   t h i r t y   m i n u t e s .   F u r t h e r ,   t h a t   f i x i n g  

m e t h o d   r e q u i r e s   t h e   use   of  r e l a t i v e l y   t o x i c   a n d  

h a z a r d o u s   c o m p o u n d s .   The  use   of  c h l o r o f o r m /  



t o l u e n e   is  u n s u i t a b l e   f o r   s e v e r a l   t y p e s   of  d e -  

s i r a b l e   m a t r i x   p o l y m e r s ,   such   as  t he   CAB  t y p e ,   b e -  

c a u s e   the   c h l o r o f o r m / t o l u e n e   m i x t u r e   d i s s o l v e s  

s u c h   p o l y m e r s .   A n o t h e r   t y p e   of  f i x i n g   m e t h o d   i s  

p o s s i b l e   in  w h i c h   t he   f i l m   is  f i x e d   by  c o n t a c t i n g  

the  f i l m   w i t h   an  a l c o h o l ,   s u c h   as  i s o p r o p a n o l ,   f o r  

e x a m p l e .   A  s m a l l   a m o u n t   of  k e t o n e   such   as  a c e -  

t o n e ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   may  a l s o   be  i n c l u d e d   w i t h   t h e  

a l c o h o l .   E s p e c i a l l y   u s e f u l   is  a  s o l u t i o n   of  50  

p a r t s   i s o p r o p a n o l / l   p a r t   a c e t o n e   (by  v o l u m e ) .  

T h u s ,   i t   w o u l d   be  d e s i r a b l e   to  p r o v i d e   a n  

i m a g i n g   f i l m   of  t he   f o r e g o i n g   t y p e   w h i c h   d o e s   n o t  

r e q u i r e   s e p a r a t e   f i x i n g .  

In  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t he   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ,  

m e t h o d s   and  dry   p r o c e s s   i m a g i n g   f i l m s   w h i c h   u t i -  

l i z e   a  r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   and  a  r e d u c i b l e   i m a g i n g  

c o m p o u n d   a re   p r o v i d e d   w h i c h   a r e   s e l f - f i x i n g .   A 

s e p a r a t e   f i x i n g   s t e p   or  f i x i n g   c h e m i c a l s   a r e   n o t  

r e q u i r e d   and  a  f i x e d   f i l m   is  p r o v i d e d   as  a  r e s u l t  

of  n o r m a l   d e v e l o p i n g   c o n d i t i o n s ,   s u c h   as  h e a t i n g  

at   f rom  a b o u t   1 5 0 - 1 5 5 ° C   f o r   a b o u t   3 0 - 9 0   s e c o n d s ,  

f o r   e x a m p l e .   T h u s ,   t he   a b o v e   d e s c r i b e d   i m a g i n g  

s y s t e m   c o n t a i n i n g   a  r e d u c i b l e   i m a g i n g   c o m p o u n d   a n d  

a  r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   is  i m p r o v e d .  

More  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,   I  h a v e   d i s c o v e r e d   t h a t  

s e l f - f i x i n g   dry  p r o c e s s   i m a g i n g   f i l m s   can  be  m a d e  



by  c o n t r o l l i n g   t he   a m o u n t   of  r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r  

p r e s e n t   in  t he   f i l m .   The  a m o u n t   of  r e d u c t a n t   p r e -  

c u r s o r   p r e s e n t   in  t h e   f i l m   is  p r e s e n t   in  a  l i m i t e d  

a m o u n t   such   t h a t   u n d e r   n o r m a l   d e v e l o p i n g   c o n d i -  

t i o n s ,   e s s e n t i a l l y   a l l   of  t he   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r  

is  e x t r a c t e d   by  h e a t   d e v e l o p m e n t   of  t he   f i l m .   A s  

u s e d   h e r e i n ,   t he   t i m e   of  n o r m a l   d e v e l o p m e n t   i s  

a b o u t   f i v e   m i n u t e s   or  l e s s .   P r e f e r a b l y ,   t he   f i l m  

is   s u c h   t h a t   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   a l l   of  t he   r e d u c t a n t  

p r e c u r s o r   is  r e m o v e d   f rom  t h e   f i l m   a f t e r   l e s s   t h a n  

a b o u t   two  m i n u t e s   of  d e v e l o p m e n t   at   a b o u t   1 5 0 ° C .  

I t   is  t he   u n r e a c t e d   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   ( i . e .   t h a t  

w h i c h   is  no t   c h a n g e d   to  a  r e d u c i n g   a g e n t   as  a  r e -  

s u l t   of  e x p o s u r e   to  i m a g i n g   e n e r g y )   t h a t   mus t   b e  

r e m o v e d .   The  t y p e  o f   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   u t i l i z e d  

s h o u l d   be  h e a t - e x t r a c t a b l e   when  c o m b i n e d   w i t h   t h e  

o t h e r   f i l m   c o m p o n e n t s   in  a  m a t r i x .   The  a c t u a l  

p h y s i c a l   p h e n o m e n o n   t h a t   t a k e s   p l a c e ,   w h i c h   c o u l d  

be ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   e v a p o r a t i o n ,   s u b l i m a t i o n   or  s o m e  

o t h e r   p h e n o m e n o n ,   is  n o t   i m p o r t a n t   to  p r a c t i c i n g  

t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n .   I t   is  o n l y   n e c e s s a r y   t h a t  

e s s e n t i a l l y   a l l   of  t he   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   be  r e -  

moved  f rom  t h e   f i l m   as  a  r e s u l t   of  h e a t   d e v e l o p -  

m e n t .   T h u s ,   in  f o r m u l a t i n g   i m a g i n g   f i l m s   in  a c -  

c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,   t he   f i l m - f o r m i n g   c o m -  

p o s i t i o n ,   c o m p r i s i n g   an  i m a g e - f o r m i n g   c o m p o u n d   a n d  



a  r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r ,   c o n t a i n s   a  p r o p e r   a m o u n t   o f  

r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   so  t h a t   when  f i l m   made  f r o m  

t h e   f i l m - f o r m i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n   is  d e v e l o p e d   by  h e a t ,  

e s s e n t i a l l y   a l l   of  t he   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   is  r e -  

moved .   As  u s e d   h e r e i n ,   " e s s e n t i a l l y   a l l   of  t h e  

r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r "   means   t h a t   a  s u f f i c i e n t  

a m o u n t   s u c h   t h a t   t he   a m o u n t   r e m a i n i n g   d o e s   n o t  

c a u s e   t he   f i l m   to  be  s i g n i f i c a n t l y   a l t e r e d   by  t h e  

p a s s a g e   of  t i m e   or  e x p o s u r e   to  l i g h t .   The  f i l m -  

f o r m i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n s   may  c o n t a i n   o t h e r   c o m p o n e n t s ,  

as  d i s c u s s e d .  

The  a m o u n t   of  r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   p r e s e n t   i n  

t h e   f i l m - f o r m i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n s   is  v a r i a b l e .   G e n e r -  

a l l y ,   s u f f i c i e n t   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   is  p r e s e n t  

s u c h   t h a t   f i l m   made  f rom  t he   c o m p o s i t i o n   p r o d u c e s  

the   d e s i r e d   c h a n g e   in  o p t i c a l   d e n s i t y   to  a l l o w  

f o r m a t i o n   of  an  i m a g e .   The  s p e c i f i c   a m o u n t   of  r e -  

d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   w i l l   be  d e p e n d e n t   upon   t he   t y p e  

of  r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   and  t h e   o t h e r   c o m p o n e n t s  

p r e s e n t   in  t he   f i l m - f o r m i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n .   H o w e v e r ,  

t h e   a m o u n t   of  r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   s h o u l d   no t   be  s o  

g r e a t   as  to  be  p r e s e n t   in  t h e   f i l m   a f t e r   n o r m a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t   in  a m o u n t s   w h i c h   c a u s e   t he   f i l m   t o  

d a r k e n   s i g n i f i c a n t l y   or  p r o d u c e   s i g n i f i c a n t   u n d e -  

s i r a b l e   m o d i f i c a t i o n   of  t he   f i l m   as  a  r e s u l t   o f  



e x p o s u r e   to  l i g h t   or  t he   p a s s a g e   o f  t i m e .   O t h e r  

t h a n   t h i s   l i m i t a t i o n ,   t he   a m o u n t   of  r e d u c t a n t   p r e -  

c u r s o r   can  be  as  d e s i r e d ,   and  p r e f e r a b l y   is  t h a t  

a m o u n t   f o r   a  p a r t i c u l a r   c o m p o s i t i o n   w h i c h   p r o v i d e s  

t h e   d e s i r e d   f i l m   s p e e d   and  o p t i c a l   d e n s i t y .   T h e  

o p t i m u m   a m o u n t   of  a  p a r t i c u l a r   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r  

f o r   a  p a r t i c u l a r   f o r m u l a t i o n   can  e a s i l y   be  d e t e r -  

m i n e d   s i m p l y   by  f o r m u l a t i n g   f i l m - f o r m i n g   c o m p o s i -  

t i o n s   c o n t a i n i n g   v a r i o u s   a m o u n t s   of  r e d u c t a n t   p r e -  

c u r s o r   and  t e s t i n g   t he   p e r f o r m a n c e   of  t he   f i l m s  

made  t h e r e f r o m .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,   a  f i r s t   o b j e c t   of  t he   i n v e n t i o n  

is  to  p r o v i d e   a  f i l m   f o r   f o r m i n g   an  image   m a d e  

f rom  a  f i l m - f o r m i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n .   The  c o m p o s i t i o n  

i n c l u d e s   a  r e d u c i b l e   i m a g e - f o r m i n g   c o m p o u n d   and  a  

r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   w h i c h   w i l l   a b s t r a c t   l a b i l e   h y -  

d r o g e n   f rom  a  l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n   s o u r c e   u n d e r   t he   i n -  

f l u e n c e   of  i m a g i n g   e n e r g y   to  become   a  r e d u c i n g  

a g e n t   w i t h   r e s p e c t   to  t he   i m a g e - f o r m i n g   c o m p o u n d .  

The  c o m p o s i t i o n   a l s o   i n c l u d e s   a  s o u r c e   of  l a b i l e  

h y d r o g e n   f o r   r e a c t i o n   w i t h   t he   r e d u c t a n t   p r e -  

c u r s o r   and  a  m a t r i x   in  w h i c h   t he   t e l l u r i u m   c o m -  

p o u n d ,   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   and  s o u r c e   of  l a b i l e  

h y d r o g e n   a r e   c o m b i n e d   in  a m o u n t s   e f f e c t i v e   to  f o r m  



a  c o m p o s i t i o n   w h i c h   may  be  a p p l i e d   to  a  s u b -  

s t r a t e .   The  f i l m   is  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  the   r e d u c -  

t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   b e i n g   p r e s e n t   in  s u c h   an  a m o u n t  

t h a t   when  t h e   f i l m   is  d e v e l o p e d   n o r m a l l y   by  h e a t -  

ing  e s s e n t i a l l y   a l l   of  t h e   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   i s  

r e m o v e d   f rom  t he   f i l m .  

A  s e c o n d   o b j e c t   of  t he   i n v e n t i o n   is  to  p r o -  

v i d e   a  f i l m   f o r   f o r m i n g   an  image   made  f rom  a  

f i l m - f o r m i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n .   The  c o m p o s i t i o n   i n -  

c l u d e s   an  i m a g e - f o r m i n g   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d   and  a  

r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   w h i c h   w i l l   a b s t r a c t   l a b i l e   h y -  

d r o g e n   f rom  a  l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n   s o u r c e   u n d e r   t he   i n -  

f l u e n c e   of  i m a g i n g   e n e r g y   to  become   a  r e d u c i n g  

a g e n t   w i t h   r e s p e c t   to  t he   i m a g e - f o r m i n g   t e l l u r i u m  

c o m p o u n d .   The  c o m p o s i t i o n   a l s o   i n c l u d e s   a  s o u r c e  

of  l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n   f o r   r e a c t i o n   w i t h   t he   r e d u c t a n t  

p r e c u r s o r   and  a  m a t r i x   in  w h i c h   t h e   t e l l u r i u m   c o m -  

p o u n d ,   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   and  s o u r c e   of  l a b i l e  

h y d r o g e n   a r e   c o m b i n e d   in  a m o u n t s   e f f e c t i v e   to  f o r m  

a  c o m p o s i t i o n   w h i c h   may  be  a p p l i e d   to  a  s u b -  

s t r a t e .   The  f i l m   is  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  the   r e d u c -  

t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   b e i n g   p r e s e n t   in  such   an  a m o u n t  

t h a t   when  t he   f i l m   is  d e v e l o p e d   n o r m a l l y   by  h e a t -  

ing  e s s e n t i a l l y   a l l   of  t he   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   i s  

r e m o v e d   f rom  the   f i l m .  



A  t h i r d   o b j e c t   of  t he   i n v e n t i o n   is  to  p r o v i d e  

a  c o m p o s i t i o n   r e s p o n s i v e   to   a c t i v a t i n g   e n e r g y   f o r  

f o r m i n g   an  i m a g i n g   f i l m .   The  c o m p o s i t i o n   i n c l u d e s  

an  i m a g e - f o r m i n g   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d   and  a  r e d u c -  

t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   w h i c h   w i l l   a b s t r a c t   l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n  

f rom  a  l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n   s o u r c e   u n d e r   t he   i n f l u e n c e  

of  i m a g i n g   e n e r g y   to  become   a  r e d u c i n g   a g e n t   w i t h  

r e s p e c t   to  t h e   i m a g e - f o r m i n g   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d .  

The  c o m p o s i t i o n   a l s o   i n c l u d e s   a  s o u r c e   of  l a b i l e  

h y d r o g e n   f o r   r e a c t i o n   w i t h   t he   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r  

and  a  m a t r i x   in  w h i c h   t h e   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d ,   r e -  

d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   and  s o u r c e   of  l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n  

a r e   c o m b i n e d   in  a m o u n t s   e f f e c t i v e   to  form  a  c o m p o -  

s i t i o n   w h i c h   may  be  a p p l i e d   to  a  s u b s t r a t e .   T h e  

c o m p o s i t i o n   is  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  t h e   r e d u c t a n t   p r e -  

c u r s o r   b e i n g   p r e s e n t   in  s u c h   an  a m o u n t   t h a t   w h e n  

t h e   f i l m   is  d e v e l o p e d   n o r m a l l y   by  h e a t i n g   e s s e n -  

t i a l l y   a l l   of  t h e   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   is  r e m o v e d  

f r o m   t h e   f i l m .  

A  f o u r t h   o b j e c t   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   is  to  p r o -  

v i d e   a  m e t h o d   f o r   r e c o r d i n g   e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c   r a d i a -  

t i o n .   The  m e t h o d   i n c l u d e s   i m p i n g i n g   t he   r a d i a t i o n  

upon   a  p h o t o s e n s i t i v e   f i l m   to  p r o d u c e   a  c h a n g e   i n  

at   l e a s t   one  p r o p e r t y   t h e r e o f .   The  f i l m   is  m a d e  

f rom  a  p h o t o s e n s i t i v e   c o m p o s i t i o n   w h i c h   i n c l u d e s  



an  i m a g e - f o r m i n g   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d   and  a  r e d u c -  

t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   w h i c h   w i l l   a b s t r a c t   l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n  

f rom  a  l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n   s o u r c e   u n d e r   t he   i n f l u e n c e  

of  i m a g i n g   e n e r g y   to  become  a  r e d u c i n g   a g e n t   w i t h  

r e s p e c t   to  t he   i m a g e - f o r m i n g   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d .  

The  c o m p o s i t i o n   a l s o   i n c l u d e s   a  s o u r c e   of  l a b i l e  

h y d r o g e n   f o r   r e a c t i o n   w i t h   t he   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r  

and  a  m a t r i x   in  w h i c h   t he   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d ,   r e -  

d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   and  s o u r c e   of  l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n  

a r e   c o m b i n e d   in  a m o u n t s   e f f e c t i v e   to  fo rm  a  c o m p o -  

s i t i o n   w h i c h   may  be  a p p l i e d   to  a  s u b s t r a t e .   T h e  

c o m p o s i t i o n   is  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  the   r e d u c t a n t   p r e -  

c u r s o r   b e i n g   p r e s e n t   in  s u c h   an  a m o u n t   t h a t   w h e n  

t he   f i l m   is  d e v e l o p e d   n o r m a l l y   by  h e a t i n g   e s s e n -  

t i a l l y   a l l   of  t he   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   is  r e m o v e d  

f rom  t he   f i l m .  

A  f i f t h   o b j e c t   of  t he   i n v e n t i o n   is  to  p r o v i d e  

a  m e t h o d   of  m a k i n g   a  s e l f - f i x i n g   f i l m   f o r   f o r m i n g  

an  i m a g e ,   t he   f i l m   b e i n g   made  f rom  a  f i l m - f o r m i n g  

c o m p o s i t i o n .   The  c o m p o s i t i o n   i n c l u d e s   a  r e d u c i b l e  

i m a g e - f o r m i n g   c o m p o u n d   and  a  s o u r c e   of  l a b i l e   h y -  

d r o g e n .   The  m e t h o d   i n c l u d i n g   p r o v i d i n g   in  t h e  

c o m p o s i t i o n   a  r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   w h i c h   w i l l   a b -  

s t r a c t   h y d r o g e n   f rom  t he   s o u r c e   of  l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n  

u n d e r   t h e   i n f l u e n c e   of  i m a g i n g   e n e r g y   to  become   a  



r e d u c i n g   a g e n t   w i t h   r e s p e c t   to  t he   i m a g e - f o r m i n g  

c o m p o u n d .   The  c o m p o s i t i o n   is  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  t h e  

r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   b e i n g   p r e s e n t   in  s u c h   a n  

a m o u n t   t h a t   when  t h e   f i l m   is  d e v e l o p e d   n o r m a l l y   b y  

h e a t i n g   e s s e n t i a l l y   a l l   of  t h e   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r  

is  r e m o v e d   f rom  t he   f i l m .  

An  e m u l s i o n   f o r m u l a t e d   in  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e  

p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   c o n t a i n s   a  t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d ,   a  

r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   and  an  a p p r o p r i a t e   m a t r i x .  

O p t i o n a l l y ,   o t h e r   c o m p o n e n t s   may  a l s o   be  i n c l u d e d  

in  t h e   e m u l s i o n .   A  d i o l   may  be  i n c l u d e d ,   p r e f e r -  

a b l y   a  g l y c e r y l   c o m p o u n d   of   U .S .   P a t e n t   N o .  

4 , 2 8 1 , 0 5 8 .   A  m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t   or  w a t e r   may  

be  i n c l u d e d   in  t he   e m u l s i o n .   A  b a s e   may  a l s o   b e  

i n c l u d e d ,   p r e f e r a b l y   when  a  m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t  

is  i n c l u d e d .   F i n a l l y ,   an  a l c o h o l   may  a l s o   be  i n -  

c l u d e d ,   p r e f e r a b l y   when  a  g l y c e r y l   c o m p o u n d   o f  

U .S .   P a t e n t   No.  4 , 2 8 1 , 0 5 8   is  i n c l u d e d .  

I t   is  a n t i c i p a t e d   t h a t   r e d u c i b l e   o r g a n o - m e -  

t a l l i c   i m a g i n g   c o m p o u n d s   and  o t h e r   r e d u c i b l e   m e t a l  

c o m p o u n d s ,   o t h e r   t h a n   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s ,   may  b e  

u t i l i z e d   in  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e   i n v e n t i o n .   F o r  

e x a m p l e ,   o t h e r   m e t a l s   w h i c h   can  fo rm  o r g a n o - m e t a l -  

l i c   i m a g i n g   c o m p o u n d s ,   i n c l u d e   c o p p e r ,   s i l v e r ,  

n i c k e l ,   m e r c u r y   and  c o b a l t .   For   e x a m p l e ,   c o b a l t  



i m a g i n g   c o m p o u n d s   a r e   d i s c l o s e d   in  U .S .   P a t e n t  

No.  4 , 2 0 1 , 5 8 8   to   Adin   et   a l .   S p e c i f i c   o r g a n o -  

m e t a l l i c   c o m p o u n d s   w h i c h   may  be  u s e d   i n c l u d e ,   f o r  

e x a m p l e ,   c o p p e r - 2 , 4 - p e n t a n e d i o n a t e ,   n i c k e l - 2 , 4 -  

p e n t a n e d i o n a t e ,   m e r c u r y   a c e t a t e   and  s i l v e r  

b e h e n a t e .  

The  i m a g e - f o r m i n g   t e l l u r i u m :   A  n u m b e r   o f  

i m a g e - f o r m i n g   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s   a r e   d e s c r i b e d   i n  

t h e   p r i o r   a r t   and  s u c h   c o m p o u n d s   a r e   g e n e r a l l y  

u s e f u l   in  t he   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n .   In  g e n e r a l ,   t h e  

p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   c o n t e m p l a t e s   u s i n g   t h e s e   a n d  

o t h e r   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s   w h i c h   u n d e r g o   a n a l o g o u s  

r e d u c t i o n   r e a c t i o n s   in  t h e   p r e s e n c e   of  a  r e d u c t a n t  

p r e c u r s o r   as  h e r e i n a f t e r   d e s c r i b e d .   P r e f e r a b l y ,  

t he   i m a g e - f o r m i n g   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d   is  of  t h e  

t y p e   t h a t   r e q u i r e s   t he   p r e s e n c e   of  a  r e d u c i n g  

a g e n t ,   s u c h   as  a  r e d u c i n g   a g e n t   f o r m e d   f rom  a  r e -  

d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   upon  e x p o s u r e   to  i m a g i n g   e n e r g y ,  

to   fo rm  a  s i g n i f i c a n t   i m a g e .   T h u s ,   w i t h o u t   t h e  

p r e s e n c e   of  a  r e d u c i n g   a g e n t ,   e x p o s u r e   of  t he   f i l m  

to  l i g h t   d o e s   no t   r e s u l t   in  t he   f o r m a t i o n   of  a  

s i g n i f i c a n t   i n c r e a s e   of  o p t i c a l   d e n s i t y .  

I t   has   been   f o u n d   t h a t   many  t e l l u r i u m   c o m -  

p o u n d s   p o s s e s s   c e r t a i n   p r o p e r t i e s   w h i c h   a d a p t   t h e m  



e s p e c i a l l y   f o r   use   in  i m a g i n g   p r o c e s s e s .   In  g e n -  

e r a l ,   t h e s e   a r e   c o m p o u n d s   f rom  w h i c h ,   as  a  r e s u l t  

of  the   i m a g i n g   and  d e v e l o p i n g   s t e p s   g e n e r a l l y   r e -  

f e r r e d   to  a b o v e ,   e l e m e n t a l   t e l l u r i u m   is  d e p o s i t e d  

f rom  t h e   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s .   T e l l u r i u m   i s  

c h a i n - f o r m i n g   in  c h a r a c t e r ,   and  i t   is  g e n e r a l l y  

d e p o s i t e d   f rom  t h e   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s   u s e f u l   f o r  

p h o t o g r a p h i c   p u r p o s e s   ( p r e f e r a b l y   i n c l u d i n g   t h i n  

n e e d l e s ) ,   t h e   c o m p o u n d s   b e i n g   c a p a b l e   of  r a p i d  

n u c l e a t i o n   and  g r o w t h   as  c r y s t a l l i t e s ,   w h i c h  

c r y s t a l l i t e s   grow  as  c h a i n s   and  l a r g e l y   or  m a i n l y  

as  n e e d l e s .   Such   c h a i n s   or  n e e d l e s   a r e   o p a q u e   a n d  

a r e   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  e x c e l l e n t   l i g h t   s c a t t e r i n g  

p r o p e r t i e s   to  p r o d u c e   good  o p t i c a l   d e n s i t y   o b -  

s e r v e d   a f t e r   t h e r m a l   or  o t h e r   d e v e l o p m e n t .  

E f f e c t s   w h i c h   may  i n v o l v e   o x i d e   f o r m a t i o n   a r e  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y   r e s t r i c t e d   to  s u r f a c e  e f f e c t s   a s  

d i s t i n g u i s h e d   f rom  e f f e c t s   w h i c h   c a u s e   d e g r a d a t i o n  

t h r o u g h   t h e   b o d i e s   of  t h e   n e e d l e s   or  c h a i n s .  

P r e f e r a b l y ,   t h e   t e l l u r i u m   i m a g i n g   c o m p o u n d   i s  

an  o r g a n o - t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d   s u c h   as  d i s c l o s e d   i n  

U .S .   P a t e n t   No.  4 , 1 4 2 , 8 9 6   of  Chang  e t   a l .   T h e s e  

c o m p o u n d s   a r e   o r g a n i c   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s   w h i c h  

i n h e r e n t l y   p o s s e s s   s e n s i t i z e r   p r o p e r t i e s   ( a n d / o r  

may  be  m i x e d   w i t h   a  s e p a r a t e   s e n s i t i z e r )   in  w h i c h  



t h e   t e l l u r i u m   is  l i n k e d   d i r e c t l y   t o , a t   l e a s t   o n e  

c a r b o n   a tom  or  t he   o r g a n i c   r a d i c a l   of  t he   o r g a n o -  

t e l l u r i u m   m a t e r i a l ,   t he   o r g a n i c   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d  

b e i n g   of  one  s t r u c t u r e   and  h a v i n g   a  d e t e c t a b l e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c   w h i c h   is  c a p a b l e   of  u n d e r g o i n g   a  

c h a n g e   in  r e s p o n s e   to  t he   a p p l i c a t i o n   of  i m a g i n g  

e n e r g y   in  t he   fo rm  of  p a r t i c l e   or  wave  r a d i a t i o n  

to  p r o d u c e   a  m a t e r i a l   of  d i f f e r e n t   s t r u c t u r e   h a v -  

ing  a n o t h e r   d e t e c t a b l e   c h a r a c t e r i s t i c .   The  m a t e -  

r i a l   h a v i n g   a  d i f f e r e n t   s t r u c t u r e   and  d i f f e r e n t  

d e t e c t a b l e   c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s   r e s u l t i n g   f rom  t h e  

i m a g i n g   s t e p   is  s o m e t i m e s   r e f e r r e d   to  as  t h e  

" i m a g e - f o r m i n g   c o m p o u n d " .  

The  t e l l u r i u m   i m a g i n g   c o m p o u n d   may  be  a n  

o r g a n o - m e t a l l i c   c o m p o u n d   s u c h   as  d i s c l o s e d   i n  

U .S .   P a t e n t   No.  4 , 0 6 2 , 6 8 5 .  

A  p a r t i c u l a r l y   a d v a n t a g e o u s   s u b g r o u p   of  t h e  

i m a g i n g   o r g a n o - t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s   u t i l i z e d   in  t h e  

p r a c t i c e   of  t he   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   c o m p r i s e s   o r g a n -  

ic  c o m p o u n d s   w h i c h   c o n t a i n   an  o r g a n o   r a d i c a l   a n d  

h a l o g e n   a t t a c h e d   d i r e c t l y   to  t he   t e l l u r i u m   a t o m ,  

t h e r e   b e i n g   at  l e a s t   one  c a r b o n y l   g r o u p   in  the   o r -  

gano   r a d i c a l .   C e r t a i n   of  them  a r e   a d d u c t s   of  t e l -  

l u r i u m   h a l i d e s ,   n o t a b l y   t e l l u r i u m   t e t r a c h l o r i d e ,  

w i t h   o r g a n i c   c o m p o u n d s ,   n o t a b l y   k e t o n e s   or  s i m i l a r  



c h r o m o p h o r e s ,   c o n t a i n i n g   at   l e a s t   one  c a r b o n y l  

g r o u p   in  t h e   o r g a n i c   c o m p o u n d .   They  may,  t h u s ,   b e  

c o n s i d e r e d   or  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   as  o r g a n o - t e l l u r i u m  

c o m p o u n d s   or  a d d u c t s   c o n t a i n i n g   h a l o g e n ,   n a m e l y ,  

c h l o r i n e ,   b r o m i n e ,   i o d i n e ,   and  f l u o r i n e ,   a t t a c h e d  

d i r e c t l y   to  t h e   t e l l u r i u m   a t o m .   Most  of  t h i s   p a r -  

t i c u l a r   c l a s s   or  g r o u p   of  s a i d   i m a g i n g   c o m p o u n d s  

have   two  c a r b o n y l - c o n t a i n i n g   o r g a n o   r a d i c a l s .  

T h o s e   w h i c h   a r e   e s p e c i a l l y   u s e f u l   in  t h e   p r a c t i c e  

of  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   have   c h l o r i n e   as  t h e  

h a l o g e n   b u t ,   in  c e r t a i n   c a s e s ,   a l t h o u g h   g e n e r a l l y  

l e s s   s a t i s f a c t o r y ,   o t h e r   h a l o g e n s   can  be  p r e s e n t .  

The  i m a g i n g   c o m p o u n d s   s h o u l d   be  s e l e c t e d   to  b e  

s o l u b l e   or  h o m o g e n e o u s l y   d i s p e r s i b l e   in  any  p a r -  

t i c u l a r   m a t r i x   m a t e r i a l   w h i c h   may  be  u t i l i z e d ,   a s  

is  d e s c r i b e d   h e r e a f t e r .   Many  of  t h i s   g r o u p   of  i m -  

a g i n g   o r g a n o - t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s   may  be  r e p r e s e n t -  

ed  by  t he   f o r m u l a  

w h e r e   R  is   an  o r g a n o   r a d i c a l   c o n t a i n i n g   at   l e a s t  

one  c a r b o n y l   g r o u p ,   Hal  is  h a l o g e n ,   e s p e c i a l l y  

c h l o r i n e ,   x  is   1,  2  or  3,  and  x  +  y  =  4,  s u b j e c t  

to   t he   p r o v i s o   t h a t   Te  is  l i n k e d   d i r e c t l y   to  c a r -  

bon  in  an  o r g a n o   r a d i c a l .   P r e f e r a b l y ,   x  is   2  o r  

3 .  



O t h e r s   can  be  r e p r e s e n t e d   by  t he   f o r m u l a  

w h e r e   R  is   a  c a r b o n y l - c o n t a i n i n g   o r g a n i c   r a d i c a l ,  

and  Hal  is  h a l o g e n .  

The  R  r a d i c a l   can  be  a l i p h a t i c ,   c y c l o a l i -  

p h a t i c   or  a r o m a t i c   ( m o n o n u c l e a r   or  d i n u c l e a r )   or  a  

c o m b i n a t i o n   t h e r e o f   and  may  c o n t a i n   one  or  m o r e  

h e t e r o   a t o m s   in  the   c h a i n   or  r i n g s .   I t   may  be  u n -  

s u b s t i t u t e d   or  s u b s t i t u t e d   by  v a r i o u s   o r g a n i c   o r  

i n o r g a n i c   r a d i c a l s ,   w h i c h   may  a s s i s t   in  or  a t  

l e a s t   do  no t   i n t e r f e r e   w i t h   t he   d e s i r e d   i m a g i n g  

e f f e c t ,   i l l u s t r a t i v e   of  s u c h   r a d i c a l s   b e i n g   C l - C 6  

a l k y l ,   c o r r e s p o n d i n g   o x y a l k y l   r a d i c a l s ,   a c e t y l ,  

n i t r o ,   CεN,  Cl ,   Br ,   F,  e t c .   G e n e r a l l y   s p e a k i n g ,  

t he   a f o r e s a i d   o r g a n o - t e l l u r i u m   i m a g i n g   c o m p o u n d s  

w h i c h   c o n t a i n   a  t r i h a l i d e   g r o u p   a s ,   f o r   i n s t a n c e ,  

a c e t o p h e n o n e   t e l l u r i u m   t r i c h l o r i d e ,   t e n d   to  h a v e  

r e l a t i v e l y   low  m e l t i n g   p o i n t s   ( a b o u t   7 0 - 8 0 ° C ) ,   a n d  

a r e   more  h y g r o s c o p i c   and  l e s s   s t a b l e   t h a n   t h o s e  

g e n e r a l l y   s i m i l a r   c o m p o u n d s   c o n t a i n i n g   two  h a l o g e n  

a t o m s   and ,   t h e r e f o r e ,   s u c h   t r i h a l i d e s   a r e   l e s s  

d e s i r a b l e   f o r   use   in  t h e   p r a c t i c e   of  t he   p r e s e n t  

i n v e n t i o n .  

A  more  l i m i t e d   c l a s s   of  t h i s   p a r t i c u l a r   s u b -  

g r o u p   of  i m a g i n g   o r g a n o - t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s   may  b e  

r e p r e s e n t e d   by  t he   f o r m u l a  



w h e r e   Ar  is  an  a r o m a t i c   h y d r o c a r b o n   r a d i c a l ,   w h i c h  

may  be  s u b s t i t u t e d   or  u n s u b s t i t u t e d ,   as  i n d i c a t e d  

a b o v e ,   and  Hal  is  h a l o g e n ,   e s p e c i a l l y   c h l o r i n e .  

T h i s   s u b g r o u p   of  c o m p o u n d s ,   p a r t i c u l a r l y   w h e r e   H a l  

is  c h l o r i n e ,   r e p r e s e n t s   e s p e c i a l l y   a d v a n t a g e o u s  

e m b o d i m e n t s   of  t he   i n v e n t i o n ,   w i t h   r e s p e c t   to  t h e  

i m a g i n g   o r g a n o - t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s   w h i c h   a r e   u s e d  

in  t h e   p r a c t i c e   of  t he   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n .  

A n o t h e r   s u b g r o u p   of  i m a g i n g   o r g a n o - t e l l u r i u m  

c o m p o u n d s ,   u s e f u l   in  t h e   p r a c t i c e   of  and  c o n t e m -  

p l a t e d   by  t he   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ,   w h i c h   do  no t   c o n -  

t a i n   a  c a r b o n y l   g r o u p   in  an  o r g a n o   r a d i c a l   bu t   i n  

w h i c h   t e l l u r i u m   is  l i n k e d   d i r e c t l y   to  c a r b o n   a r e  

c o m p o u n d s   w h i c h   may  be  c o n s i d e r e d   or  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

as  t e l l u r i u m   t e t r a h a l i d e   a d d u c t s   of  e t h y l e n i c   o r  

of  a c e t y l e n i c   h y d r o c a r b o n s .   T h e s e   c o m p o u n d s   a r e  

g e n e r a l l y   c o n v e n i e n t l y   p r o d u c e d   by  r e a c t i n g   1  to   2 

m o l e s ,   p a r t i c u l a r l y   2  m o l e s ,   of  t h e   e t h y l e n i c   o r  

a c e t y l e n i c   h y d r o c a r b o n   w i t h   1  mole   of  t e l l u r i u m  

t e t r a h a l i d e ,   e s p e c i a l l y   p r e f e r r e d   f o r   s u c h   u s e  

b e i n g   T e C 1 4 .   C e r t a i n   of  s u c h   c o m p o u n d s   can  b e  

r e p r e s e n t e d   by  t he   f o r m u l a e :  



a n d  

w h e r e   R6  and  R7  a r e   e a c h   t he   r e s i d u e   of  an  e t h y l -  

e n i c   h y d r o c a r b o n ,   f o r   i n s t a n c e ,   an  a l k e n e   or  a  

c y c l o a l k e n e ,   Hal  is  c h l o r i n e ,   b r o m i n e   or  i o d i n e ,  

e s p e c i a l l y   c h l o r i n e ,   x  is  1  to  3,  and  x  +  y  =  4 .  

I l l u s t r a t i v e   of  t he   e t h y l e n i c   and  a c e t y l e n i c  

h y d r o c a r b o n s   w h i c h   can  be  a d d u c t e d   w i t h   t e l l u r i u m  

t e t r a h a l i d e s   to  p r o d u c e   s u c h   i m a g i n g   o r g a n o - t e l l u -  

r i u m   c o m p o u n d s   a r e   p r o p y l e n e ;   b u t e n e - 1 ;   i s o b u t y l -  

e n e ;   b u t e n e - 2 ;   2 , 3 - d i m e t h y l - 2 - b u t e n e ;   3 , 3 - d i -  

m e t h y l - 1 - b u t e n e ;   2 , 4 - d i m e t h y l - l - p e n t e n e ;   4 , 4 - d i -  

m e t h y l - 1 - p e n t e n e ;   2 , 5 - d i m e t h y l - 3 - h e x e n e ;   d i p e n t -  

e n e ;   1 , 1 - d i p h e n y l e t h y l e n e ;   1 - h e p t e n e ;   1 - h e x e n e ;  

2 - m e t h y l - l - h e x e n e ;   3 - m e t h y l - l - h e x e n e ;   4 - m e t h y l - l -  

h e x e n e ;   2 - e t h y l - l - h e x e n e ;   2 - i s o p r o p y l - l - h e x e n e ;  

2 - m e t h y l - l - p e n t e n e ;   2 - m e t h y l - 2 - p e n t e n e ;   2 - e t h y l -  

2 - p e n t e n e ;   3 - m e t h y l - l - p e n t e n e ;   p i p e r y l e n e ;   v i n y l -  

c y c l o h e x e n e ;   v i n y l c y c l o p e n t e n e ;   2 - v i n y l n a p h t h a l -  

e n e ;   1 , 2 , 4 - t r i v i n y l c y c l o h e x e n e ;   4 - m e t h y l - l - c y c l o -  

h e x e n e ;   3 - m e t h y l - l - c y c l o h e x e n e ;   1 - m e t h y l - l - c y c l o -  

h e x e n e ;   1 - m e t h y l - l - c y c l o p e n t e n e ;   c y c l o h e p t e n e ;  



c y c l o p e n t e n e ;   c y c l o h e x e n e ;   4 , 4 - d i m e t h y l - l - c y c l o -  

h e x e n e ;   2 - m e t h y l b u t e n e - l ;   3 - m e t h y l b u t e n e - l ;   a n d  

1 - o c t e n e ;   l o w e r   a l k y l   and  l o w e r   a l k o x y   d e r i v a t i v e s  

of  v a r i o u s   of  t he   a l k e n e s   s u c h   as  c y c l o h e x e n e ;   1 -  

p e n t y n e ;   2 - p e n t y n e ;   1 - h e x y n e ;   and  3 - m e t h y l - l -  

b u t y n e .  

The  p r e p a r a t i o n   of  t he   a f o r e m e n t i o n e d   o r g a n i c  

t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s   as  w e l l   as  many  e x a m p l e s  

t h e r e o f   a r e   more  f u l l y   s e t   f o r t h   in  U . S .   P a t e n t  

4 , 1 4 2 , 8 9 6 .  

As  i n d i c a t e d   a b o v e ,   t e t r a h a l i d e s   of  t e l l u r i u m  

in  w h i c h   t h e   h a l i d e   is  a t   l e a s t   one  member   s e l e c t -  

ed  f rom  t h e   g r o u p   c o n s i s t i n g   of  c h l o r i n e   and  b r o -  

mine   a r e   a l s o   u s e f u l   as  t h e   i m a g e - f o r m i n g   m a t e r i a l  

in  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n .   Such   t e l l u r i u m   h a l i d e s  

a r e   f u l l y   d e s c r i b e d   in   U .S .   P a t e n t   No.  4 , 0 6 6 , 4 6 0 .  

C e r t a i n   of  t h e s e   i m a g i n g   m a t e r i a l s   can  b e  

r e p r e s e n t e d   by  t h e   f o r m u l a  

w h e r e   n  is  an  i n t e g e r   f rom  1  to  4  and  m  +  n  =  4 .  

T y p i c a l   t e l l u r i u m   t e t r a h a l i d e s   w h i c h   may  be  u s e d  

a r e   T e C l 4 ;   T e C 1 2 B r 2 ;   and  T e C l B r 3 .   T e C l 4   is  e s p e -  

c i a l l y   u s e f u l .   R e f e r e n c e   is  made  to  U .S .   P a t e n t  

4 , 0 6 6 , 4 6 0   f o r   a  f u l l e r   d e s c r i p t i o n   of  t h e s e   t e l l u -  

r i u m   t e t r a h a l i d e s   and  t h e i r   use   as  i m a g e - f o r m i n g  

c o m p o u n d s .  



S t i l l   a n o t h e r   g r o u p   of  i m a g e - f o r m i n g   c o m -  

p o u n d s   a r e   c e r t a i n   c o m p o u n d s   d e r i v e d   f rom  t e l l u r i -  

um  t e t r a h a l i d e s   w h i c h   a re   d e s c r i b e d   in  U .S .   P a t e n t  

4 , 1 0 6 , 9 3 9   to   Chang  e t   a l .   T h e s e   i n v o l v e d   c o m -  

p o u n d s   a r e   a d d u c t s   of  t e l l u r i u m   t e t r a h a l i d e   w i t h  

a r o m a t i c   a m i n e s   e x e m p l i f i e d   by  the   t e l l u r i u m  

t e t r a c h l o r i d e   a d d u c t   of  d i m e t h y l a n i l i n e ,   w h i c h   a d -  

d u c t   is  f r e e   of  d i a z o   g r o u p s .   More  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  

t h e s e   t e l l u r i u m   t e t r a h a l i d e   a d d u c t s   a r e   f o r m e d   b y  

c o m b i n i n g   a  t e l l u r i u m   t e t r a h a l i d e   w i t h   an  a r o m a t i c  

a m i n e   in  w h i c h   n i t r o g e n   a t t a c h e d   d i r e c t l y   or  i n d i -  

r e c t l y   to  t h e   a r o m a t i c   r a d i c a l   is  s u b s t i t u t e d   b y  

a l k y l s   c o n t a i n i n g   f rom  1  to  4  c a r b o n   a t o m s ,   t h e  

i m a g i n g   o r g a n o - t e l l u r i u m   m a t e r i a l   b e i n g   f r e e   f r o m  

d i a z o   g r o u p s .  

T h e s e   a r o m a t i c   a m i n e   a d d u c t s   of  t he   t e l l u r i u m  

t e t r a h a l i d e s   a r e   f u l l y   d e s c r i b e d   in  U . S .   P a t e n t  

4 , 1 0 6 , 9 3 9   to   Chang  et  a l .  

The  a c t i v e   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s   may,  i f   d e -  

s i r e d ,   be  f o r m e d   in  s i t u ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   by  u s i n g  

b i s ( a c e t o p h e n o n e )   t e l l u r i u m   d i c h l o r i d e   or  a  t e l l u -  

r i u m   o x i d e   or  a  t e l l u r i u m   s a l t   in  c o m b i n a t i o n   w i t h  

a  s u i t a b l e   o r g a n i c   c o m p o u n d .   S o m e t i m e s   the   i n  

s i t u   f o r m a t i o n   is  p r o m o t e d   by  the   p r e s e n c e   of  a n  

a c i d .   For   e x a m p l e ,   t e l l u r i u m   o x i d e   or  a l k a l i  



m e t a l   t e l l u r a t e s   may  be  c o m b i n e d   w i t h   one  of  t h e  

g l y c o l s   d e s c r i b e d   b e l o w   to  fo rm  a  t e l l u r i u m - o r g a n -  

ic  c o m p o u n d   c o m p l e x   w h i c h   is  a c t i v e .   I t   is  b e -  

l i e v e d   t h a t   t he   r e a c t i o n   is  a n a l o g o u s   to  the   r e a c -  

t i o n   b e t w e e n   o r g a n i c   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s   s u c h   a s  

d e s c r i b e d   a b o v e   and  a  d i o l .   P r e l i m i n a r y   i n f o r m a -  

t i o n   s u g g e s t s   t h a t   t h e   r e a c t i o n   is  f a v o r e d   by  a n  

a c i d i c   m e d i u m .   S m a l l   a m o u n t s   of  an  a c i d   s u c h   a s  

a n h y d r o u s   h y d r o g e n   c h l o r i d e   may  be  a d d e d .   A l t e r -  

n a t i v e l y ,   h a l o g e n - c o n t a i n i n g   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d s  

w i l l   p r o v i d e   t h e   r e q u i s i t e   a c i d i t y .  

The  r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r :   In  a d d i t i o n   to  t h e  

t e l l u r i u m   i m a g e - f o r m i n g   c o m p o u n d ,   t h e   i m a g i n g  

s y s t e m s   of  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   i n c l u d e   a  r e d u c -  

t a n t   p r e c u r s o r ,   or   s e n s i t i z e r ,   w h i c h ,   as  d e s c r i b e d  

a b o v e ,   is  a  c o m p o u n d   t h a t ,   u n d e r   t h e   i n f l u e n c e   o f  

a c t i v a t i n g   e n e r g y ,   has   t h e   p r o p e r t y   of  e x t r a c t i n g  

l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n   f rom  a  h y d r o g e n   d o n o r   to  become  a  

r e d u c i n g   a g e n t   w i t h   r e s p e c t   to  t he   i m a g e - f o r m i n g  

t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d .   The  a c t i v a t e d   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t  

t h e n   r e d u c e s   t h e   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d   to  p r o d u c e   t h e  

d e s i r e d   i m a g e .   The  h y d r o g e n   d o n o r   may  be  an  e x -  

t e r n a l   s o u r c e   of  h y d r o g e n   s u c h   as  an  a l c o h o l   s p e -  

c i f i c a l l y   p r o v i d e d   f o r   t h e   p u r p o s e .   H o w e v e r ,   t h e  



h y d r o g e n   d o n o r   may  e q u a l l y   w e l l   be  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  

g r o u p   w h i c h   is  a  p a r t   of  the   m o l e c u l a r   s t r u c t u r e  

of  t he   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r .  

P r e f e r r e d   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r s   u s e f u l   in  t h e  

p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   a r e   q u i n o n e s ,   p a r t i c u l a r l y   2 -  

i s o p r o p o x y n a p t h o q u i n o n e ;   9 , 1 0 - p h e n a n t h e n e q u i n o n e ;  

and  2 - t - b u t y l a n t h r a q u i n o n e .   O t h e r   s p e c i f i c   r e d u c -  

t a n t   p r e c u r s o r s   i n c l u d e :   3 - c h l o r o - 2 - i s o p r o p o x y - l ,  

4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e ;   3 - c h l o r o - 2 - i s o p r o p o x y - l , 4 -  

a n t h r a q u i n o n e ;   3 - c h l o r o - 2 - i s o p r o p o x y - 6 , 7 - d i -  

p h e n y l - 1 , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e ;   3 - c h l o r o - 2 - ( 3 ' -  

P e n t o x y ) - 1 , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e ;   3 - c h l o r o - 2 - ( 2 ' -  

b u t o x y ) - 1 , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e ;   3 - c h l o r o - 2 - ( 3 ' , 3 ' - d i -  

m e t h y l - 2 ' - b u t o x y ) - 1 , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e ;   2 , 3 - d i i s o -  

p r o p o x y - 1 , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e ;   3 - c h l o r o - 2 - m e t h o X y - 1 ,  

4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e ;   2 , 3 - d i m e t h o x y - 1 , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i -  

n o n e ;   3 - c h l o r o - 2 - ( t - b u t o x y ) - 1 , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e ;  

3 - c h l o r o - 2 - e t h o x y - l , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e ;   3 - c h l o r o - 2 -  

( n - b u t o x y ) 1 , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e ;   3 - c h l o r o - 2 - ( 2 ' -  

m e t h y l p r o p o x y ) - 1 , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e ;   and  2 - i s o p r o -  

p o x y - 1 , 4 - a n t h r a q u i n o n e .   E s p e c i a l l y   u s e f u l   r e d u c -  

t a n t   p r e c u r s o r s   f rom  the   a f o r e m e n t i o n e d   g r o u p   i n -  

c l u d e   3 - c h l o r o - 2 - i s o p r o p o x y - 1 , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e ,  

3 - c h l o r o - 2 - i s o p r o p o x y - l , 4 - a n t h r a q u i n o n e   and  2 , 3 -  

d i i s o p r o p o x y - 1 , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e .   T h e s e   r e d u c t a n t  



p r e c u r s o r s   e x h i b i t   good  s e n s i t i v i t y , t o   e l e c t r o m a g -  

n e t i c   r a d i a t i o n   in  t he   v i s i b l e   r a n g e ,   w h i l e   a l l o w -  

ing   t he   f i l m   to  have   good  s p e e d .  

B e n z o p h e n o n e ,   a l t h o u g h   no t   a  q u i n o n e ,   is  a l s o  

u s e f u l   as  a  r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r ,   as  a r e   a  n u m b e r  

of  t he   s i m p l e r   k e t o n e s .  

A  f a c t o r   of  i m p o r t a n c e   in  t h e   s e l e c t i o n   o f  

r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r s   is  t he   s p e c t r a l   r a n g e   t o  

w h i c h   t h e   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r s   r e s p o n d .   For   t h a t  

r e a s o n ,   t h e   s i m p l e   k e t o n e s   a r e   no t   g e n e r a l l y   u s e -  

f u l   f o r   r e c o r d i n g   v i s i b l e   l i g h t   s i n c e   t h e i r   s p e c -  

t r a l   s e n s i t i v i t y   is  in  t he   f a r   u l t r a v i o l e t   r e g i o n .  

The  f o l l o w i n g   a r e   i l l u s t r a t i v e   r e d u c t a n t   p r e -  

c u r s o r s   w h i c h   a r e   s e n s i t i v e   in  t he   r a n g e   of  up  t o  

a b o u t   400  nm  and ,   t h e r e f o r e ,   a r e   u s e f u l   o n l y   i n  

t h e   u l t r a v i o l e t   r a n g e :   B e n z o p h e n o n e ;   a c e t o p h e -  

n o n e ;   1 , 5 - d i p h e n y l - 1 , 3 , 5 - p e n t a n e t r i o n e ;   n i n h y d r i n ;  

4 , 4 ' - d i b r o m o b e n z o p h e n o n e ;   and  1 , 8 - d i c h l o r o a n t h r a -  

q u i n o n e .  

V a r i o u s   o t h e r   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r s   can  b e  

u t i l i z e d ,   p a r t i c u l a r l y   t h o s e   of  t h e   t y p e   of  s u b -  

s t i t u t e d   or  u n s u b s t i t u t e d   p o l y n u c l e a r   q u i n o n e s ,   o f  

w h i c h   c l a s s   some  have   been   m e n t i o n e d   a b o v e ,   a n d  

o t h e r s   of  w h i c h   a r e   1 , 2 - b e n z a n t h r a q u i n o n e ;   2 -  

m e t h y l a n t h r a q u i n o n e ;   1 - c h l o r o a n t h r a q u i n o n e ;  



7 , 8 , 9 , 1 0 - t e t r a h y d r o n a p h t h a c e n e q u i n o n e ;   9 , 1 0 -  

a n t h r a q u i n o n e ;   and  1 , 4 - d i m e t h y l a n t h r a q u i n o n e .   I t  

w i l l   be  u n d e r s t o o d   t h a t   not   a l l   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r -  

s o r s   w i l l   be  e f f e c t i v e   or  e q u a l l y   e f f e c t i v e ,   w i t h  

e a c h   g i v e n   i m a g i n g   m a t e r i a l ,   e v e n   t a k i n g   i n t o   a c -  

c o u n t   t he   u t i l i z a t i o n   of  i m a g i n g   e n e r g y   in  t h e  

s e n s i t i v i t y   r a n g e   of  t he   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   e m -  

p l o y e d   and  t h a t   s u i t a b l e   s e l e c t i o n s   of  c o m b i n a -  

t i o n s   of  p a r t i c u l a r   i m a g i n g   m a t e r i a l s   and  p a r t i c -  

u l a r   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r s   w i l l   be  r e q u i r e d   to  b e  

made  f o r   a c h i e v i n g   d e s i r a b l e   or  o p t i m u m   r e s u l t s .  

F u r t h e r ,   v a r i o u s   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r s   w i l l   r e q u i r e  

d i f f e r e n t   a m o u n t s   of  h e a t i n g   d u r i n g   d e v e l o p m e n t   i n  

o r d e r   to  r e m o v e   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   a l l   of  the   r e d u c t a n t  

p r e c u r s o r   f rom  t h e   f i l m .   Such  s e l e c t i o n s ,   h o w -  

e v e r ,   can  be  made  r e l a t i v e l y   r e a d i l y .  

In  g e n e r a l ,   in  c o n n e c t i o n   w i t h   t he   f o r e g o i n g  

m a t t e r s ,   i t   may  be  n o t e d   t h a t   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r s  

have   n  π*  s t a t e s ,   b o t h   s i n g l e t   and  t r i p l e t ,   o f  

l o w e r   e n e r g i e s   t h a n   π,  π*  s t a t e s   and ,   at  l e a s t   i n  

m o s t   c a s e s ,   c o m p o u n d s   w h i c h   have   t h e i r   π,  π *  

s t a t e s   of  l o w e s t   e n e r g y   w i l l   no t   be  p h o t o s e n s i -  

t i v e l y   e f f e c t i v e ,   a l t h o u g h ,   in  c e r t a i n   l i m i t e d  

c a s e s ,   c o m p o u n d s   w h i c h   f u l f i l l   t he   t e s t   of  h a v i n g  

l o w e r   e n e r g y   η  @  π  *  t h a n  π @ π   *  t r a n s i t i o n s   d o  



n o t   f u n c t i o n   as  r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r s ,   H o w e v e r ,  

t h e   a b o v e   c o n s i d e r a t i o n   i s ,   in  t he   m a i n ,   an  e f -  

f e c t i v e   one  f o r   d e t e r m i n i n g   in  a d v a n c e   w h e t h e r   a  

g i v e n   c o m p o u n d   w i l l   f u n c t i o n   as  a  r e d u c t a n t   p r e -  

c u r s o r   f o r   use   in  t h e   p r a c t i c e   of  t he   p r e s e n t   i n -  

v e n t i o n .   In  any  e v e n t ,   a  s i m p l e   p r e l i m i n a r y   e m -  

p i r i c a l   t e s t   in  any  g i v e n   i n s t a n c e   can  r e a d i l y   b e  

c a r r i e d   o u t   i f   n e c e s s a r y   by  p r e p a r i n g   a  t e s t   e m u l -  

s i o n   u s i n g   t h e   d e s i r e d   i m a g i n g   c o m p o u n d   and  r e d u c -  

t a n t   p r e c u r s o r .  

P r e p a r a t i o n   of  c e r t a i n   p r e f e r r e d   r e d u c t a n t  

p r e c u r s o r s   in  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t he   i n v e n t i o n   is  now 

d e s c r i b e d .   G e n e r a l l y ,   to  fo rm  t h e   n a p h t h o q u i n o n e s  

or   a n t h r a q u i n o n e s   in  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t he   i n v e n -  

t i o n ,   a  s u i t a b l e   s t a r t i n g   m a t e r i a l   is  r e a c t e d   w i t h  

a  s u i t a b l e   a l k o x i d e   to  f o r m   t he   d e s i r e d   r e d u c t a n t  

p r e c u r s o r .  

When  i t   is  d e s i r e d   to  fo rm  a  r e d u c t a n t   p r e -  

c u r s o r   of  t he   g e n e r a l   f o r m u l a  

w h e r e i n   Yl  is  a l k o x y   and  Y2  is  a l k o x y   or  c h l o r o ,  

2 , 3 - d i c h l o r o - l , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e   is  r e a c t e d   w i t h   a  

m e t a l   a l k o x i d e ,   s u c h   as  a  s o d i u m   a l k o x i d e ,   t h e  



a l k o x i d e   c o r r e s p o n d i n g   w i t h   t he   d e s i r e d   a l k o x y  

g r o u p .   The  m e t a l   a l k o x i d e   can  be  f o r m e d   by  r e a c t -  

ing  an  a l c o h o l   w i t h   an  a c t i v e   m e t a l ,   such   as  s o d i -  

um.  For  e x a m p l e ,   t he   r e a c t i o n   of  s o d i u m   w i t h   i s o -  

p r o p a n o l   y i e l d s   s o d i u m   i s o p r o p o x i d e .   T h u s ,   t o  

p r e p a r e   2 , 3 - d i i s o p r o p o x y - 1 , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e ,   s o d i -  

um  i s o p r o p o x i d e   is  r e a c t e d   w i t h   2 , 3 - d i c h l o r o - l , 4 -  

n a p h t h o q u i n o n e ,   p r e f e r a b l y   at   room  t e m p e r a t u r e ,  

f o r m i n g   2 , 3 - d i i s o p r o p o x y - l , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e .   2 -  

c h l o r o - 3 - i s o p r o p o x y - 1 , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e   is  p r e p a r e d  

in  a  s i m i l a r   m a n n e r ,   e x c e p t   t h a t   t he   a l k o x i d e   i s  

a d d e d   s l o w l y   to  a  c o o l e d   ( p r e f e r a b l y   0 - 5 ° C   o r  

a b o u t   i ce   b a t h   t e m p e r a t u r e )   s u s p e n s i o n   of  2 , 3 - d i -  

c h l o r o - 1 , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e .   In  t h i s   m a n n e r ,   o n l y  

one  of  t he   c h l o r o   g r o u p s   is  r e p l a c e d   by  an  i s o p r o -  

poxy  g r o u p .   O t h e r   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r s   in  a c c o r d -  

a n c e   w i t h   t he   i n v e n t i o n   h a v i n g   one  a l k o x y   g r o u p  

and  one  c h l o r o   g r o u p ,   s u c h   as  3 - c h l o r o - 2 - ( 2 ' -  

b u t o x y ) - 1 , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e ,   2 - c h l o r o - 3 - i s o p r o -  

p o x y - 1 , 4 - a n t h r a q u i n o n e   and  2 - c h l o r o - 3 - i s o p r o p o x y -  

6 , 7 - d i p h e n y l - 1 , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e ,   can  be  p r e p a r e d  

in  a  s i m i l a r   m a n n e r .   The  l a t t e r   two  c o m p o u n d s  

w o u l d   be  p r e p a r e d   f rom  2 , 3 - d i c h l o r o - 1 , 4 - n a p h t h o -  

q u i n o n e   and  2 , 3 - d i c h l o r o - 6 , 7 - d i p h e n y l - l , 4 - n a p h t h o -  

q u i n o n e ,   r e s p e c t i v e l y .  



I f   Yl  and  Y2  a r e   d i f f e r e n t   a l k o x y ,   one  a l k o x -  

ide   is  a d d e d   s l o w l y   to  r e p l a c e   one  c h l o r o   and  t h e  

p r o d u c t   r e c o v e r e d   and  t h e n   t h e   p r o d u c t   is  r e a c t e d  

in  a  s i m i l a r   m a n n e r   w i t h   t he   o t h e r   a l k o x i d e .  

R e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r s   of  t he   g e n e r a l   f o r m u l a  

w h e r e   Yl  is  a l k o x y   and  Y3  is  h y d r o g e n ,   c h l o r o   o r  

a l k o x y   can  be  p r e p a r e d   by  r e a c t i n g   2 - c h l o r o - 1 , 4 -  

a n t h r a q u i n o n e   ( i f   Y3  is  to  be  h y d r o g e n )   or   2 , 3 - d i -  

c h l o r o - 1 , 4 - a n t h r a q u i n o n e   ( i f   Y3  is  to  be  c h l o r o   o r  

a l k o x y )   w i t h   a  s u i t a b l e   m e t a l   a l k o x i d e   as  p r e v i -  

o u s l y   d e s c r i b e d   w i t h   r e s p e c t   to  t he   n a p h t h o q u i -  

n o n e s .  

R e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r s   of  t he   g e n e r a l   f o r m u l a  



w h e r e   Y1  is  a l k o x y   and  Y4  is  h y d r o g e n ,   c h l o r o   o r  

a l k o x y   can  be  p r e p a r e d   by  r e a c t i n g   2 , 3 - d i p h e n y l -  

b u t a d i e n e   w i t h   2 , 3 - d i c h l o r o b e n z o q u i n o n e   in  a c e t i c  

a c i d   to  g i v e   2 , 3 - d i c h l o r o - 6 , 7 - d i p h e n y l - l , 4 - n a p h -  

t h o q u i n o n e ,   w h i c h   is  t h e n   r e a c t e d   w i t h   a  m e t a l  

a l k o x i d e   as  p r e v i o u s l y   d e s c r i b e d   w i t h   r e s p e c t   t o  

2 , 3 - d i c h l o r o - 1 , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e .   A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  

w h e r e   Y4  is  h y d r o g e n ,   2 - c h l o r o b e n z o q u i n o n e   is  u t i -  

l i z e d   in  p l a c e   of  2 , 3 - d i c h l o r o b e n z o q u i n o n e .  

The  M a s k e d   R e d u c i n g   A g e n t :   In  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h  

t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,   a  m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t   may  be  i n -  

c l u d e d .   A  t y p i c a l   m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t   t h u s   i s  

t h e   c o m p o u n d   l - p h e n y l - 2 - b e n z o y l a m i d o - 3 - p y r a z o l i d i -  

n o n e :  

A  more  c o m p l e t e   d e s c r i p t i o n   of  m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g  

a g e n t s   may  be  f o u n d   in  B e l g i a n   P a t e n t   8 6 3 , 0 5 2   o f  

J u l y   19,  1978 ,   and  r e f e r e n c e   t h e r e t o   is  made  f o r  

a d d i t i o n a l   d e s c r i p t i o n s   t h e r e o f .  

As  an  a l t e r n a t i v e   to  t he   m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g  

a g e n t s   d e s c r i b e d   in  B e l g i a n   P a t e n t   8 6 3 , 0 5 2 ,   a  new 



c l a s s   of  m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t s   may.  be  s u b s t i t u t -  

e d ,   r e p r e s e n t e d   by  the   g e n e r a l   f o r m u l a e  

;  o r  

w h e r e i n   Y  is   h y d r o g e n   o r  ,  s a i d   c o m p o u n d   c o n -  

t a i n i n g   at   l e a s t   o n e  g r o u p .   In  t he   f o r e -  

g o i n g   f o r m u l a e ,   R1  may  be  a l k y l ,   a l k a n o y l ,   a l k o x y -  

c a r b o n y l ,   p h e n y l ,   b e n z y l ,   b e n z o y l ,   n i t r o p h e n y l ,  

b e n z y l c a r b o n y l ,   p h e n y l m e t h y l ,   p h e n y l e t h y l   o r  

p h e n y l p r o p y l c a r b o n y l ,   or  a m i n o c a r b o n y l .   R2,  R3 

and  R4  e a c h ,   and  i n d e p e n d e n t l y ,   may  be  h y d r o g e n ,  

a l k y l   or  p h e n y l   and  a m i n o .   R4  may  be  p h e n y l ,   n i -  

t r o p h e n y l ,   h a l o p h e n y l ,   a l k y l ,   m o n o - ,   d i -   or   t r i -  

h a l o a l k y l ,   b e n z o y l ,   a l k y l p h e n y l ,   or  a l k y l c y a n o -  

p h e n y l .   The  m a s k i n g   g r o u p   may  be  s u b s t i t u t e d   a t  

e i t h e r   one  or  b o t h   of  t he   a m i n o   h y d r o g e n   s i t e s   o f  



t h e   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t .   The  a l k y l   g r o u p s   r e f e r r e d   t o  

a b o v e   may  c o n t a i n   up  to  s e v e n   c a r b o n   a t o m s .   S u c h  

c o m p o u n d s   a re   c o n v e n i e n t l y   a c c e s s i b l e   t h r o u g h   r e -  

a c t i o n   of  t he   p a r e n t   h y d r a z i n e   or  p y r a z o l i n e   w i t h  

an  i s o c y a n a t e   of  t he   f o r m u l a  

The  B a s e :   When  a  m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t   i s  

u t i l i z e d ,   a  b a s e   can  be  i n c l u d e d .   The  i n c l u s i o n  

of  a  b a s e   p r o v i d e s   t he   u n e x p e c t e d   r e s u l t   of  i m -  

p r o v i n g   the   s p e e d   ( l i g h t   s e n s i t i v i t y )   a n d / o r   i m -  

p r o v i n g   the   o p t i c a l   d e n s i t y   of  t he   e x p o s e d   p o r -  

t i o n s   a f t e r   d e v e l o p m e n t   of  i m a g i n g   f i l m   made  w i t h  

s u c h   c o m p o s i t i o n s .   The  i n c l u s i o n   of  a  b a s e   may  

a l s o   r e d u c e   the   b a c k g r o u n d   fog  or  o p t i c a l   d e n s i t y  

of  u n e x p o s e d   p o r t i o n s   of  the   f i l m .   The  c o m p o s i -  

t i o n s   may  c o n t a i n   o t h e r   c o m p o n e n t s ,   as  d i s c u s s e d .  

The  b a s e   may  be  o r g a n i c   or  i n o r g a n i c   a n d  

s h o u l d   be  s u f f i c i e n t l y   a l k a l i n e   to  i o n i z e   t h e  

m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t .   In  g e n e r a l ,   any  b a s e   w h i c h  

i m p r o v e s   t he   p e r f o r m a n c e   of  t he   f i l m ,   s u c h   as ,   f o r  

e x a m p l e ,   i n c r e a s e d   s p e e d ,   i n c r e a s e d   o p t i c a l   d e n s i -  

ty  of  e x p o s e d   p o r t i o n s   or  d e c r e a s e d   fog  of  u n e x -  

p o s e d   p o r t i o n s ,   can  be  u t i l i z e d .   P r e f e r a b l y ,  

b a s e s   w h i c h   p r o d u c e   u n w a n t e d   d e l e t e r i o u s   e f f e c t s  

w i l l   be  a v o i d e d .   S u i t a b l e   i n o r g a n i c   b a s e s   i n -  

c l u d e ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   m e t a l   h y d r o x i d e s   and  a m m o n i u m  



h y d r o x i d e .   More  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,   a l k a l i   m e t a l   h y -  

d r o x i d e s   and  a l k a l i n e   e a r t h   m e t a l   h y d r o x i d e s   c a n  

be  u t i l i z e d .   U s e f u l   a l k a l i   m e t a l   h y d r o x i d e s   i n -  

c l u d e   t h o s e   of  l i t h i u m ,   s o d i u m ,   p o t a s s i u m ,   r u b i d i -  

um  and  c e s i u m .   L i t h i u m   h y d r o x i d e   is  t he   p r e f e r r e d  

a l k a l i   m e t a l   h y d r o x i d e .   U s e f u l   a l k a l i n e   e a r t h  

m e t a l   h y d r o x i d e s   i n c l u d e   t h o s e   of  m a g n e s i u m ,   c a l -  

c ium  and  b a r i u m .   The  h y d r a t e d   f o rm  of  the   m e t a l  

h y d r o x i d e   can  be  u s e d .   I t   is  a n t i c i p a t e d   t h a t  

more   t h a n   one  b a s e   can  be  i n c l u d e d   in  t he   i m a g i n g  

f i l m   c o m p o s i t i o n .  

A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,   t h e   o r g a n i c   b a s e   may  be  a n  

a l i p h a t i c   a m i n e   c o m p o u n d   or  a  n i t r o g e n   a tom  c o n -  

t a i n i n g   h e t e r o c y c l i c   c o m p o u n d .  

S u i t a b l e   a m i n e s   f o r   use   in  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h  

t h e   i n v e n t i o n   i n c l u d e   p r i m a r y ,   s e c o n d a r y   and  t e r -  

t i a r y   a m i n e s   w h i c h   may  be  a l i p h a t i c   or  a r o m a t i c .  

More  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,   s u i t a b l e   a m i n e s   a r e   t h o s e   s u c h  

a s ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   m e t h y l a m i n e ,   d i - m e t h y l a m i n e ,   t r i -  

m e t h y l a m i n e ,   e t h y l a m i n e ,   d i e t h y l a m i n e ,   t r i e t h y l -  

a m i n e ,   n - ,   d i - n -   and  t r i - n -   p r o p y l a m i n e ,   i s o p r o -  

p y l a m i n e ,   n - b u t y l a m i n e ,   i s o b u t y l a m i n e ,   s e c - b u t y l -  

a m i n e ,   t e r t b u t y l a m i n e ,   and  n - t e t r a d e c y l a m i n e .   I n  

g e n e r a l ,   t h o s e   a m i n e s   of  t he   f o l l o w i n g   f o r m u l a   m a y  

be  s u i t a b l e :  



w h e r e   R  is   a l i p h a t i c   ( f o r   e x a m p l e   CH3,  C2H5,  C 3 H 7 ,  

e t c . ) .  

The  R  r a d i c a l   may  be  u n s u b s t i t u t e d   or  s u b s t i -  

t u t e d   by  v a r i o u s   o r g a n i c   or  i n o r g a n i c   r a d i c a l s ,  

w h i c h   do  no t   i n t e r f e r e   w i t h   t he   d e s i r e d   i m a g i n g  

e f f e c t .  

C y c l i c   c o m p o u n d s ,   such   as  p y r i d i n e   and  p i p e r -  

i d i n e ,   a r e   a l s o   s u i t a b l e ,   and  may  be  u n s u b s t i t u t e d  

or  s u b s t i t u t e d   by  v a r i o u s   o r g a n i c   or  i n o r g a n i c  

r a d i c a l s ,   w h i c h   do  no t   i n t e r f e r e   w i t h   t he   d e s i r e d  

i m a g i n g   e f f e c t .  

W h i l e   no t   w i s h i n g   to  be  bound   by  t h e o r y ,   i t  

is  b e l i e v e d   t h a t   t h e   b a s e   i o n i z e s   t he   m a s k e d   r e -  

d u c i n g   a g e n t   f a c i l i t a t i n g   t h e   f o r m a t i o n   of  a  c o m -  

p l e x   b e t w e e n   t he   i o n i z e d   m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t ,  

p o s i t i v e   t e l l u r i u m   i o n s   and  the   l a t e n t   i m a g e  

f o r m e d   by  t h e   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   a f t e r   e x p o s u r e  

of  t he   f i l m   to  i m a g i n g   e n e r g y .   The  c o m p l e x   is  b e -  

l i e v e d   to  be  v e r y   s u s c e p t i b l e   to  e l e c t r o n   t r a n s -  

f e r ,   f a c i l i t a t i n g   f o r m a t i o n   of  a  v i s i b l e   i m a g e .  

In  g e n e r a l ,   a l k a l i n e   e a r t h   or  a l k a l i   m e t a l  

h y d r o x i d e s   a r e   p r e f e r r e d   o v e r   o r g a n i c   b a s e s .   T h e  

m e t a l   i o n s   f rom  the   b a s e   may  fo rm  a  b e n e f i c i a l  

c o m p l e x   w i t h   t he   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   w h i c h   m a k e s  

t he   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   more  a c t i v e .  



The  a m o u n t   of  b a s e   p r e s e n t   in  t h e   f i l m - f o r m -  

ing  c o m p o s i t i o n   is  v a r i a b l e .   G e n e r a l l y ,   t h e r e   i s  

no  min imum  a m o u n t   of  b a s e   r e q u i r e d   to  p r o v i d e   a n  

i m p r o v e d   f i l m .   H o w e v e r ,   t he   d e g r e e   of  i m p r o v e m e n t  

is  r e l a t e d   to  t he   a m o u n t   of  b a s e   p r e s e n t ,   up  to  a  

c e r t a i n   a m o u n t ,   f o r   e a c h   p a r t i c u a r   f i l m   f o r m u l a -  

t i o n   and  b a s e .   B e y o n d   t h a t   a m o u n t ,   g e n e r a l l y   t h e  

p h o t o r e s p o n s e   of  t he   f i l m   d i m i n i s h e s .   The  o p t i m u m  

a m o u n t   of  a  p a r t i c u l a r   b a s e   f o r   a  p a r t i c u l a r   f o r -  

m u l a t i o n   can  e a s i l y   be  d e t e r m i n e d   s i m p l y   by  f o r m u -  

l a t i n g   f i l m - f o r m i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n s   c o n t a i n i n g   v a r i -  

ous  a m o u n t s   of  a  p a r t i c u l a r   b a s e   and  t e s t i n g   t h e  

p e r f o r m a n c e   of  t h e   f i l m s   made  t h e r e f r o m .  

The  D i o l :   In  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t he   p r e s e n t   i n -  

v e n t i o n ,   t h e r e   may  a l s o   be  i n c l u d e d   a  d i o l   w h i c h  

r e a c t s   w i t h   t he   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d   to  fo rm  an  a c -  

t i v e   i n t e r m e d i a t e   c o m p l e x .   W h i l e   t h e   c h e m i s t r y   o f  

t h e  c o m p l e x   is  no t   w e l l   u n d e r s t o o d ,   we  b e l i e v e  

t h a t ,   in  g e n e r a l ,   t he   c o m p l e x   r e q u i r e s   a p p r o x i -  

m a t e l y   2  m o l e s   of  d i o l   f o r   e a c h   mole   of  t e l l u r i -  

um.  P r e f e r a b l y ,   t he   d i o l ,   when  p r e s e n t ,   is  u s e d  

in  e x c e s s   of  t he   min imum  a m o u n t   to  fo rm  a  c o m p l e x  

s i n c e   t h e   d i o l   w i l l   a l s o   f u n c t i o n   as  a  s o u r c e   o f  

l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n   to  p r o v i d e   the   s o u r c e   of  h y d r o g e n  

r e q u i r e d   in  t he   r e a c t i o n   of  t he   r e d u c t a n t   p r e -  

c u r s o r .  



W h i l e   t he   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   can  be  p r a c t i c e d  

w i t h o u t   t he   i n c l u s i o n   of  a  d i o l ,   the   p r e s e n c e   of  a  

d i o l   is  p r e f e r r e d   e s p e c i a l l y   when  a  m a s k e d   r e d u c -  

ing  a g e n t   is  p r e s e n t .   The  p r e s e n c e   of  a  d i o l  

s e r v e s   to  m a r k e d l y   r e d u c e   t he   o p t i c a l   d e n s i t y   o f  

u n e x p o s e d   a r e a s   ( i . e . ,   t h u s   i n c r e a s i n g   t he   c o n -  

t r a s t   b e t w e e n   t he   e x p o s e d   and  u n e x p o s e d   a r e a s ) .  

T h u s ,   w h i l e   m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t s   can  be  u sed   i n  

t h e   a b s e n c e   of  a  d i o l ,   t e l l u r i u m   f i l m   c o m p o s i t i o n s  

c o n t a i n i n g   m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t s   t e n d   to  have   a  

r e l a t i v e l y   h i g h   o p t i c a l   d e n s i t y   in  t he   u n e x p o s e d  

a r e a s   b e c a u s e   t he   r e d u c i n g   c a p a c i t y   of  t he   m a s k e d  

r e d u c i n g   a g e n t   is  no t   f u l l y   i n h i b i t e d   by  t he   m a s k -  

ing  g r o u p .  

One  g r o u p   of  d i o l s   w h i c h   may  be  u s e d   in  f o r -  

m u l a t i n g   i m a g i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n s   a re   d i o l s   of  t h e  

f o r m u l a  

w h e r e i n   e a c h   of  R8  and  R9  i n d e p e n d e n t l y   r e p r e s e n t s  

h y d r o g e n ,   a  h y d r o c a r b o n   g r o u p ,   i n c l u d i n g   s t r a i g h t  

c h a i n ,   b r a n c h e d   c h a i n   and  c y c l i c   h y d r o c a r b o n  



g r o u p s ,   h y d r o x y a l k y l   g r o u p s ,   a l k o x y c a r b o n y l  

g r o u p s ,   c y c l o a l k y l   g r o u p s   or  a r y l   g r o u p s ;   and  Z 

r e p r e s e n t s   an  a r y l e n e   g r o u p   ( f o r   e x a m p l e ,  

p h e n y l e n e ) ,   t h e   g r o u p   ( - C ≡ C - ) ,   t h e   g r o u p  

( - C R 1 0 = C R 1 1 ) n ,   w h e r e i n   n  r e p r e s e n t s   a  w h o l e   n u m -  

b e r ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   1  or  2,  and  e a c h   of  R10  and  R11 

r e p r e s e n t s   h y d r o g e n   or  an  a l k y l   g r o u p   or  t a k e n  

f rom  p a r t   of  a  c a r b o c y c l i c   or  h e t e r o c y c l i c   r i n g .  

Z  a l s o   may  be  o m i t t e d  -   t h a t   i s ,   t h e   two  h y d r o x y -  

s u b s t i t u t e d   c a r b o n s   a r e   j o i n e d   d i r e c t l y   to  e a c h  

o t h e r .   The  f o l l o w i n g   t a b l e   i l l u s t r a t e s   a  n u m b e r  

of  d i o l s   w h i c h   may  be  u s e d :  



A  f u l l e r   d e s c r i p t i o n   of  t he   f o r e g o i n g   d i o l s  

may  be  f o u n d   in  t he   d i s c l o s u r e   of  B e l g i a n   P a t e n t  

8 5 4 , 1 9 3 .  

P r e f e r a b l y ,   h o w e v e r ,   t he   d i o l   is  of  a  m o r e  

c o m p l e x   t y p e   t h a n   d i s c l o s e d   in  t he   a b o v e - m e n t i o n d  

B e l g i a n   p a t e n t   a p p l i c a t i o n .   T h e s e   more  c o m p l e x  

d i o l s   a re   t he   s u b j e c t   m a t t e r   of  U . S .   P a t e n t   N o .  

4 , 2 8 1 , 0 5 8 .  

The  p r e f e r r e d   d i o l s ,   as  d e s c r i b e d   in  U . S .  

P a t e n t   No.  4 , 2 8 1 , 0 5 8 ,   a r e   c o m p o u n d s   of  t he   f o r m u l a  

R 1 2 - O - C H 2 - C H O H - C H 2 0 H  

In  the   f o r e g o i n g   c o m p o u n d ,   R12  may  be  a l k y l ,   a c y l ,  

t h i a z o l i n y l ,   a l k e n y l ,   p h e n y l ,   a l k y l p h e n y l ,  

a l k e n y l p h e n y l ,   h y d r o x y a l k y l p h e n y l ,   b e n z y l ,   a l k y l -  

b e n z y l ,   a l k o x y b e n z y l ,   h y d r o x y a l k y l b e n z y l ,   or  h a l o -  

b e n z y l   and  s i m i l a r   r a d i c a l s .  

The  " t h i o "   a n a l o g s   of  t he   f o r e g o i n g   c o m p o u n d s  

can  be  u s e d   ( i . e . ,   c o m p o u n d s   in  w h i c h   the   r a d i c a l  

R12  is  j o i n e d   to  t he   g l y c e r o l   r e s i d u e   by  a  t h i o  

l i n k a g e   in  p l a c e   of  t he   oxy  l i n k a g e ) .  

P r e f e r r e d   c o m p o u n d s   of  t he   f o r e g o i n g   s t r u c -  

t u r e  a r e   t h o s e   in  w h i c h   t he   r a d i c a l   R12  is  b e n z y l  

or  a  s u b s t i t u t e d   b e n z y l .   The  use   of  t he   d i o l s   o f  

t he   f o r e g o i n g   s t r u c t u r e   has   been   f o u n d   to  b e  p r e -  

f e r r e d   s i n c e   t h e y   a r e - m o r e   e f f e c t i v e   in  r e d u c i n g  



t h e   o p t i c a l   d e n s i t y   of  t he   u n e x p o s e d   a r e a s   t h a n  

a r e   t he   d i o l s   d e s c r i b e d   in  B e l g i a n   P a t e n t   8 5 4 , 1 9 3 .  

A n c i l l a r y   I n g r e d i e n t s :   In  a d d i t i o n   to  t h e  

f o r e g o i n g   p r i n c i p a l   i n g r e d i e n t s   of  t he   p r e s e n t  

f o r m u l a t i o n ,   a n c i l l a r y   i n g r e d i e n t s   may  be  i n c l u d e d  

f o r   v a r i o u s   p u r p o s e s .   T h u s ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   i t   h a s  

b e e n   f o u n d   t h a t   c e r t a i n   m a t e r i a l s   e n h a n c e   t h e  

s h e l f   l i f e   of  u n e x p o s e d   v i r g i n   d ry   f i l m   c o m p o s i -  

t i o n s   of  t he   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ,   and  in  c e r t a i n   i n -  

s t a n c e s ,   t h e y   a l s o   e n h a n c e   t he   s e n s i t i v i t y   of  s a i d  

f i l m   c o m p o s i t i o n s .   I l l u s t r a t i v e   e m b o d i m e n t s   o f  

s u c h   a d d i t i o n a l   or  s u p p l e m e n t a l   m a t e r i a l s ,   w h i c h  

c o n t a i n   e t h e r   or  p o l y e t h e r   l i n k a g e s   in  t he   m o l e -  

c u l e s   t h e r e o f ,   a r e   s u c h   m a t e r i a l s   or  p o l y m e r s   a s  

p o l y e t h y l e n e - 2 0   s o r b i t a n   m o n o l a u r a t e ;   p o l y e t h y l -  

e n e - 2 0   s o r b i t a n   m o n o o l e a t e ;   P o l y o x - 1 0 ;   P o l y o x - 8 0 ;  

P o l y o x - 7 5 0 ;   p o l y e t h y l e n e   g l y c o l - 4 0 0   d i s t e a r a t e ;  

p o l y e t h y l e n e   g l y c o l - 6 0 0   d i s t e a r a t e ;   p o l y   ( 1 , 3 - d i -  

o x o l a n e ) ;   p o l y   ( t e t r a h y d r o f u r a n ) ;   p o l y   ( 1 , 3 - d i o x e -  

p a n e ) ;   p o l y   ( 1 , 3 - d i o x a n e ) ;   p o l y a c e t a l d e h y d e s ;  

p o l y o x y m e t h y l e n e s ;   f a t t y   a c i d   e s t e r s   of  p o l y o x y -  

m e t h y l e n e s ;   p o l y   ( c y c l o h e x a n e   m e t h y l e n e   o x i d e ) ;  

p o l y   ( 4 - m e t h y l - 1 , 3 - d i o x a n e ) ;   p o l y o x e t a n e s ;   p o l y -  

p h e n y l e n e   o x i d e s ;   p o l y   [ 3 , 3 - b i s   ( h a l o m e t h y l )   o x o -  

c y c l o b u t a n e ] ;   p o l y   ( o x y p r o p y l e n e )   g l y c o l   e p o x y  



r e s i n s ;   and  c o p o l y m e r s   of  p r o p y l e n e . o x i d e s   a n d  

s t y r e n e   o x i d e s .   Such  m a t e r i a l s   can  be  i n c o r p o r a t -  

ed  in  t he   i m a g i n g   f i l m   c o m p o s i t i o n s   in  v a r y i n g  

a m o u n t s ,   g e n e r a l l y   f r o m   5  to  20%  by  w e i g h t   of  t h e  

s o l i d   i m a g i n g   f i l m   c o m p o s i t i o n s .   In  c e r t a i n   c a s e s  

t h e y   e n h a n c e   or  p r o l o n g   t he   s h e l f   l i f e   or  s t o r a g e  

l i f e ,   u n d e r   g i v e n   s t o r a g e   c o n d i t i o n s ,   as  much  a s  

50%  or  e v e n   v e r y   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   more  t i m e w i s e ,   a n d ,  

as  i n d i c a t e d ,   t h e y   a l s o ,   in  v a r i o u s   c a s e s ,   e f f e c -  

t i v e l y   i n c r e a s e   f i l m   s e n s i t i v i t y .  

A g a i n ,   t he   i n c l u s i o n   in  t he   i m a g i n g   f i l m s   o f  

r e d u c i n g   s u g a r s   has  been   f o u n d ,   g e n e r a l l y   s p e a k -  

i n g ,   to  b r i n g   a b o u t   an  e n h a n c e m e n t   in  d e n s i t y   o f  

the   image   a r e a   (O.D.   i m a g e  -   O.D.  b a c k g r o u n d ) ,  

when  the   f i l m   is  i m a g e d   as  d i s c l o s e d   a b o v e   a n d  

t h e n   d e v e l o p e d ,   f o r   i n s t a n c e ,   at   a b o u t   1 2 0 - 1 5 0 ° C  

and  f o r   t he   o r d e r   of  a b o u t   15  s e c o n d s ,   e s p e c i a l l y  

w h e r e   t h e   i m a g i n g   f i l m   is  f r e s h l y   p r e p a r e d   or  n o t  

o l d e r   t h a n   a b o u t   a  day  a f t e r   i n i t i a l   p r e p a r a t i o n .  

Such  f i l m s ,   when  e x p o s e d   to  i m a g i n g   e n e r g y   a n d  

t h e n   d e v e l o p e d   r e s u l t e d   in  t h e   p r o d u c t i o n   of  a  

p o s i t i v e   image   ( i . e . ,   t he   o p t i c a l   d e n s i t y   i s  

g r e a t e r   in  t he   n o n e x p o s e d   a r e a s   t h a n   in  t he   e x -  

p o s e d   a r e a s )   in  c o n t r a s t   to   t he   n e g a t i v e   w o r k i n g  

s y s t e m   w h i c h   e x i s t s   in  t h e   u s u a l   p r a c t i c e   of  t h e  



p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n .   The  i n c l u s i o n   of  r e d u c i n g  

s u g a r s   in  t h e   i m a g i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n s   a l s o   e n a b l e s  

d e v e l o p m e n t   of  t he   i m a g e ,   a f t e r   e x p o s u r e   to  i m a g -  

ing  e n e r g y ,   to  t a k e   p l a c e   a t   l o w e r   t e m p e r a t u r e s ,  

e v e n   a t   room  t e m p e r a t u r e s ,   in  a  p e r i o d   of  s e v e r a l  

h o u r s ,   f o r   i n s t a n c e ,   c o m m o n l y   in  10,   12  or  15  

h o u r s .   The  r e d u c i n g   s u g a r s   w h i c h   can  be  e m p l o y e d  

a r e   many,   i l l u s t r a t i v e   of  w h i c h   a r e   d e x t r o s e ,   g l u -  

c o s e ,   a r a b i n o s e ,   e r y t h r o s e ,   f r u c t o s e ,   g a l a c t o s e ,  

f u c o s e ,   m a n n o s e   and  r i b o s e .   E s p e c i a l l y   e f f e c t i v e  

a r e   d e x t r o s e ,   a r a b i n o s e ,   g a l a c t o s e ,   f u c o s e   a n d  

r i b o s e .   The  r e d u c i n g   s u g a r s   can  be  u s e d   in  v a r i -  

a b l e   a m o u n t s ,   b u t   g e n e r a l l y   in  e q u i v a l e n t   a m o u n t s ,  

or  s o m e w h a t   s m a l l e r   or  g r e a t e r ,   in  r e l a t i o n   to  t h e  

a m o u n t   of  i m a g i n g   o r g a n o - t e l l u r i u m   m a t e r i a l s   i n  

t h e   i m a g i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n s .  

I t   may  be  d e s i r a b l e   in  many  c a s e s   to  i n c l u d e  

a  s m a l l   a m o u n t   of  s i l i c o n e   o i l   or  s i m i l a r   m a t e r i a l  

as  is  w e l l   known  to  a i d   in  c o a t i n g   of  s m o o t h   c o n -  

t i n u o u s   f i l m s .  

S e v e r a l   o t h e r   a n c i l l a r y   i n g r e d i e n t s   may  b e  

u t i l i z e d ,   w h i c h   can  h a v e   t h e   e f f e c t   of  i n c r e a s i n g  

t h e   s e n s i t i v i t y   of  t he   f i l m   a n d / o r   o p t i c a l   d e n s i t y  

a f t e r   e x p o s u r e .   T h e s e   a n c i l l a r y   i n g r e d i e n t s   i n -  

c l u d e :   i n d o a n i l i n e   d y e s   of  t he   g e n e r a l   f o r m u l a  



w h e r e   R l  -   R 4  ,   may  be,   e a c h   and  i n d e p e n d e n t -  

ly  by  h y d r o g e n   or  a l k y l   ( N , N - ( p - d i m e t h y l a m i n o -  

p h e n y l ) - 1 , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e ( i n d o p h e n o l   b l u e )   f o r  

e x a m p l e ) ;   i n d a n e - 1 , 3 - d i o n e   d e r i v a t i v e s   s u c h   as  2 -  

p h e n y l i n d a n e - l , 3 - d i o n e ;   and  c y a n i n e   d y e s   of  t h e  

g e n e r a l   f o r m u l a  

w h e r e   n = l ,   2  or  3  and  x  is  c h l o r o   or  i o d o   ( 1 , 1 ' -  

d i e t h y l - 2 , 2 ' - c a r b o c y a m i n e   c h l o r i d e   ( p i n a c y a n o l  

c h l o r i d e )   f o r   e x a m p l e ) .  

The  m a t r i x   m a t e r i a l :   A  f i l m   c o m p o s i t i o n   i n  

a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t he   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   is  c o m p l e t e d  

by  d i s s o l v i n g   t h e   i n g r e d i e n t s   and  o p t i o n a l   i n g r e -  

d i e n t s   d e s c r i b e d   a b o v e   in  a  s u i t a b l e   m a t r i x .   T h e  

m a t r i x   s h o u l d   be  as  c o n c e n t r a t e d   as  is  p r a c t i c a b l e  

in  t he   a c t i v e   i n g r e d i e n t s ,   i . e . ,   t he   l e a s t   a m o u n t  

of  m a t r i x   is  p r e f e r a b l y   u s e d .   The  a m o u n t   of  m a -  

t r i x   s h o u l d   be  s u f f i c i e n t   as  to  j u s t   r e t a i n  t h e  

v a r i o u s   a c t i v e   i n g r e d i e n t s   in  a  s o l i d   s o l u t i o n .  



An  a d d i t i o n a l   q u a n t i t y   of  m a t r i x   may  be  u s e d ,   h o w -  

e v e r ,   t h a t   o b v i o u s l y   t e n d s   to  d i l u t e   the   c o n c e n -  

t r a t i o n   of  a c t i v e   i n g r e d i e n t s ,   t h e r e b y   s l o w i n g  

down  t h e   p h o t o - r e s p o n s e   of  t he   f i l m   c o m p o s i t i o n .  

The  s e l e c t i o n   of  m a t r i x   m a t e r i a l s ,   of  c o u r s e ,   m u s t  

be  r e l a t e d   to  t h e   a c t i v e   i n g r e d i e n t s   u s e d   so  as  t o  

p r o v i d e   the   maximum  s o l u b i l i t y   f o r   any  p a r t i c u l a r  

c o m p o s i t i o n .  

The  m a t r i x   m a t e r i a l s ,   i n t o   w h i c h   the   i m a g i n g  

o r g a n o - t e l l u r i u m   m a t e r i a l s ,   and  t he   s e p a r a t e   s e n -  

s i t i z e r s   when  e m p l o y e d ,   a r e   i n c o r p o r a t e d   to  p r o -  

d u c e   t he   i m a g i n g   f i l m   or  c o a t i n g ,   a r e   s o l i d s   a t  

room  t e m p e r a t u r e ,   and  t h e y   can  be  s e l e c t e d   f rom  a  

r e l a t i v e l y   l a r g e   n u m b e r   of  m a t e r i a l s .   Ca re   s h o u l d  

be  t a k e n   to  i n s u r e   t h a t   t h e   m a t r i x   m a t e r i a l   d o e s  

no t   a b s o r b   u n d e s i r e d   c o m p o n e n t s ,   s u c h   as  e x c e s s  

w a t e r   f rom  t h e   a t m o s p h e r e .   They  s h o u l d   d e s i r a b l y  

be  a t   l e a s t   in  p a r t   of  a m o r p h o u s   c h a r a c t e r   and  i t  

is   e s p e c i a l l y   d e s i r a b l e   t h a t   t h e y   be  g l a s s y ,   p o l a r  

a m o r p h o u s   m a t e r i a l s   h a v i n g   a  g l a s s   t r a n s i t i o n   t e m -  

p e r a t u r e ,   w h i c h   d e s i r a b l y   s h o u l d   no t   e x c e e d   a b o u t  

200°C  and  may  be  as  low  as  a b o u t   50°C,   a n d ,   b e t t e r  

s t i l l ,   s h o u l d   be  w i t h i n   t he   r a n g e   of  a b o u t  

8 0 - 1 2 0 ° C .   They  a r e   g e n e r a l l y   p o l y m e r i c   m a t e r i -  

a l s .   I l l u s t r a t i v e   t h e r e o f   a r e   c y a n o e t h y l a t e d  



s t a r c h e s ,   c e l l u l o s e s   and  a m y l o s e s   h a v i n g   a  d e g r e e  

of  s u b s t i t u t i o n   of  c y a n o e t h y l a t i o n   o f  >   2;  p o l y -  

v i n y l b e n z o p h e n o n e ;   p o l y v i n y l i d e n e   c h l o r i d e ;   p o l y -  

e t h y l e n e   t e r e p h t h a l a t e   ( "MYLAR") ;   c e l l u l o s e   e s t e r s  

and  e t h e r s   s u c h   as  c e l l u l o s e   a c e t a t e ,   c e l l u l o s e  

p r o p i o n a t e ,   c e l l u l o s e   b u t y r a t e ,   c e l l u l o s e   a c e t a t e  

b u t y r a t e ,   a c e t y l   c e l l u l o s e ,   m e t h y l   c e l l u l o s e ,  

e t h y l   c e l l u l o s e ,   h y d r o x y p r o p y l   c e l l u l o s e ,   p o l y -  

v i n y l c a r b a z o l e ;   p o l y v i n y l   c h l o r i d e ;   p o l y v i n y l  

m e t h y l   k e t o n e ;   p o l y v i n y l   a l c o h o l ;   p o l y v i n y l p y r -  

r o l i d o n e ;   p o l y v i n y l   m e t h y l   e t h e r ;   c o p o l y m e r s   o f  

v i n y l i d e n e   c h l o r i d e   and  a c r y l o n i t r i l e ;   p o l y v i n y l  

a c e t a t e ,   p o l y v i n y l   b u t y l r a l ;   p o l y s t y r e n e ;   p o l y - '  

m e t h y l   m e t h a c r y l a t e ;   p o l y v i n y l   p y r r o l i d o n e ;   s t y -  

r e n e b u t a d i e n e   c o p o l y m e r s ;   p o l y a m i d e s ;   p o l y a c r y l i c  

and  p o l y m e t h a c r y l i c   a l k y l   e s t e r s   s u c h   as  p o l y -  

m e t h y l   m e t h a c r y l a t e   and  p o l y e t h y l   m e t h a c r y l a t e ;  

c o p o l y m e r   of  p o l y v i n y l   m e t h y l   e t h e r   and  m a l e i c   a n -  

h y d r i d e ;   v a r i o u s   g r a d e s   of  p o l y v i n y l   f o r m a l   r e s i n s  

s u c h   as  s o - c a l l e d   1 2 / 8 5 ,   6 / 9 5 E ,   1 5 / 9 5 S ,   1 5 / 9 5 E ,  

B - 7 9 ,   B - 9 8 ,   and  t he   l i k e ,   s o l d   u n d e r   t he   t r a d e m a r k  

"FORMVAR" -   ( M o n s a n t o   C o m p a n y ) .   Of  s p e c i a l   u t i l i -  

ty  is  p o l y v i n y l   f o r m a l   15 /95%  w h i c h   is  a  w h i t e ,  

f r e e   f l o w i n g   p o w d e r   h a v i n g   a  m o l e c u l a r   w e i g h t   i n  

the   r a n g e   of  2 4 , 0 0 0 - 4 0 , 0 0 0   and  a  f o r m a l   c o n t e n t  



e x p r e s s e d   as  p e r c e n t   p o l y v i n y l   f o r m a l   of  a p p r o x i -  

m a t e l y   82%,  p o s s e s s i n g   h i g h   t h e r m a l   s t a b i l i t y ,   e x -  

c e l l e n t   m e c h a n i c a l   d u r a b i l i t y ,   and  r e s i s t a n c e   t o  

s u c h   m a t e r i a l s   as  a l i p h a t i c   h y d r o c a r b o n s ,   and  m i n -  

e r a l ,   a n i m a l   and  v e g e t a b l e   o i l s .   T h e s e   p o l y m e r i c  

m a t e r i a l s   or  r e s i n s   and  t h e i r   p r e p a r a t i o n   a re   w e l l  

known  to  t h e   a r t .   A l s o   of  s p e c i a l   u t i l i t y   a r e  

v a r i o u s   g r a d e s   of  c e l l u l o s e   a c e t a t e   b u t y r a t e   p o l y -  

mer s   s o l d   by  t he   E a s t m a n   Kodak  Company  u n d e r   t h e  

t r a d e   d e s i g n a t i o n   "CAB",  p a r t i c u l a r l y   "CA-B  5 0 0 - 5 " .  

In  a d d i t i o n   to  t h e i r   f u n c t i o n i n g   as  c a r r i e r s  

f o r   and  h o l d i n g   t o g e t h e r   in  a  u n i t a r y   c o m p o s i t i o n  

t h e   i m a g i n g   o r g a n o - t e l l u r i u m   m a t e r i a l s ,   s e n s i t i z -  

e r s   and  any  o t h e r   i n g r e d i e n t s   w h i c h   may  be  i n c o r -  

p o r a t e d   i n t o   t he   i m a g i n g   f i l m   or  c o a t i n g   or  l a y e r  

and  t h e i r   f u n c t i o n i n g   as  d ry   or  e s s e n t i a l l y   d r y  

f i l m - f o r m i n g   m a t e r i a l s   to  p r o v i d e   t h i n   f i l m s   a n d  

p r o v i d i n g   m e c h a n i c a l   d u r a b i l i t y   in  t he   f i n i s h e d  

i m a g e d   f i l m ,   a t   l e a s t   many  of  them  a p p e a r   a l s o   t o  

p l a y  a   c h e m i c a l   or   p h y s i c a l   r o l e   in  t he   i m a g i n g  

p r o c e s s   by  p r o v i d i n g ,   i m p o r t a n t l y ,   a  s o u r c e   o f  

r e a d i l y   e a s i l y   a b s t r a c t a b l e   h y d r o g e n   a n d ,   t h u s ,  

a p p e a r   to  p l a y  a   s i g n i f i c a n t   r o l e   in  t he   l a t e n t  

image   f o r m a t i o n   m e c h a n i s m ,   as  d i s c u s s e d   h e r e -  

a f t e r .   In  c e r t a i n   i n s t a n c e s ,   i t   may  be  d e s i r a b l e  



to   d e c r e a s e   t h e   v i s c o s i t y   of  t he   m a t r i x ,   w h i c h   c a n  

be  d o n e ,   by  way  of  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,   by  the   a d d i t i o n  

of  c e r t a i n   p l a s t i c i z e r s ,   f o r   i n s t a n c e ,   d i b u t y l p h -  

t h a l a t e   or  d i p h e n y l p h t h a l a t e ,   w h i c h   a d d i t i o n s   t e n d  

to  r e s u l t   in  t he   p r o d u c t i o n   of  i m a g e s   d e s i r a b l y   o f  

h i g h e r   o p t i c a l   d e n s i t i e s   bu t   w h i c h ,   h o w e v e r ,   a l s o  

t e n d   to  have   t he   d i s a d v a n t a g e   of  i n c r e a s i n g   b a c k -  

g r o u n d   f o g g i n g .  

I t   may  be  n o t e d   t h a t   m a t r i x   m a t e r i a l s   of  t h e  

t y p e   w h i c h   c o n t a i n   b a s i c   g r o u p s   may  c o m p l e x   w i t h  

t h e   i m a g i n g   o r g a n o - t e l l u r i u m   m a t e r i a l s   and ,   t h e r e -  

f o r e ,   to  t he   e x t e n t   t h a t   s u c h   c o m p l e x i n g   may  o c -  

c u r ,   t he   use   of  s u c h   m a t r i x   m a t e r i a l s   s h o u l d   b e  

a v o i d e d .  

A l c o h o l :   The  c o m p o s i t i o n s   of  t he   i n v e n t i o n  

may  i n c l u d e   an  a l c o h o l .   P r e f e r a b l y ,   t he   a l c o h o l  

w i l l   be  u t i l i z e d   when  a  d i o l   as  p r e v i o u s l y   d e -  

s c r i b e d   is  p r e s e n t   in  t he   c o m p o s i t i o n .   The  a l c o -  

h o l   and  d i o l   may  fo rm  a  c o m p l e x   w i t h   t he   t e l l u r i u m  

c o m p o u n d ,   p r o v i d i n g   a  f i l m   h a v i n g   e n h a n c e d   s p e e d  

a n d / o r   i m p r o v e d   b a c k g r o u n d   f o g .   The  a l c o h o l   may  

be  p r i m a r y ,   s e c o n d a r y   or  t e r t i a r y .   P r i m a r y   m o n o -  

h y d r i c   a l c o h o l s   a re   p r e f e r r e d ,   such   as  n - b u t a n o l  

and  n - p r o p a n o l ,   f o r   e x a m p l e .  



W a t e r :   The  c o m p o s i t i o n   may  a l s o   i n c l u d e  

w a t e r .   A  s m a l l   q u a n t i t y   of  w a t e r ,   g e n e r a l l y   a d d e d  

to  t he   m a t r i x   m a t e r i a l ,   p r i o r   to  c o m b i n a t i o n   w i t h  

t he   o t h e r   f i l m - f o r m i n g   c o m p o n e n t s ,   s e r v e s   to  i m -  

p r o v e   t he   s p e e d   of  t he   f i l m .   H o w e v e r ,   too   m u c h  

w a t e r   may  c a u s e   a  t e l l u r i u m   o x i d e   to  be  p r e c i p i -  

t a t e d   when  t he   c o m p o n e n t s   of  t he   f i l m - f o r m i n g   c o m -  

p o s i t i o n   a r e   c o m b i n e d ,   and  t h i s   s h o u l d   be  a v o i d e d .  

F o r m u l a t i o n   of   F i l m   C o m p o s i t i o n s :   In  t h e  

p r o d u c t i o n   of  t he   f i l m s   or  t h i n   l a y e r s   of  the   i m -  

a g i n g   m a t e r i a l   c o m p o s i t i o n s ,   w h i c h   a r e   g e n e r a l l y  

p r e p a r e d   in  t he   form  of  s o l u t i o n s   or  h o m o g e n e o u s  

d i s p e r s i o n s   and  c o a t e d   or  l a i d   down  on  a  s u b -  

s t r a t e ,   i t   is  e s p e c i a l l y   d e s i r a b l e   to  d i s s o l v e   o r  

h o m o g e n e o u s l y   d i s p e r s e   t h e   i n g r e d i e n t s   in  an  o r -  

g a n i c   s o l v e n t .   I l l u s t r a t i v e   of  s u i t a b l e   s o l v e n t s  

a r e   m e t h y l   e t h y l   k e t o n e   (MEK),  d i m e t h y l f o r m a m i d e  

(DMF),  c h l o r o f o r m ,   t e t r a h y d r o f u r a n   ( T H F ) ,   d i -  

m e t h y l a c e t a m i d e   (DMA),  d i o x a n e ,   d i c h l o r o m e t h a n e  

and  e t h y l e n e   d i c h l o r i d e ,   or  c o m p a t i b l e   m i x t u r e s   o f  

s u c h   o r g a n i c   s o l v e n t s   or  w i t h   o t h e r   o r g a n i c   s o l -  

v e n t s .   A  p a r t i c u l a r l y   u s e f u l   s o l v e n t   is  a  5 0 : 5 0  

m i x t u r e   of  d i c h l o r o m e t h a n e   and  m e t h y l   e t h y l   k e -  

t o n e .   A f t e r   t he   s o l u t i o n   or  h o m o g e n e o u s   d i s p e r -  

s i o n   is  f o r m e d   on  a  s u b s t r a t e   in  any  s u i t a b l e   m a n -  

n e r ,   t he   m a j o r   p r o p o r t i o n s   of  s u c h   o r g a n i c   s o l v e n t  



or  s o l v e n t s   a re   e v a p o r a t e d   o f f ,   p r e f e r a b l y   at  a 

r e l a t i v e l y   low  t e m p e r a t u r e   and ,   s o m e t i m e s   d e s i r a b -  

l y ,   u n d e r   s u b a t m o s p h e r i c   p r e s s u r e s   or  in  v a c u o ,  

u n t i l   t he   f i l m   or  c o a t i n g   is  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   dry  t o  

the   t o u c h ,   s u c h   d r y - t o - t h e - t o u c h   c o a t i n g   b e i n g   e s -  

p e c i a l l y   d e s i r a b l e   f o r   h a n d l i n g   and  p r o c e s s i n g  

p u r p o s e s .   A l t h o u g h   s u c h   f i l m s   or  c o a t i n g s   may  b e ,  

g e n e r a l l y   s p e a k i n g ,   d ry   to  t he   t o u c h ,   i t   s h o u l d   b e  

u n d e r s t o o d   t h a t   t h i s   d o e s   no t   mean  t h a t   t h e   f i l m  

is  f r e e   f rom  o r g a n i c   s o l v e n t .   I n d e e d ,   i t   has   b e e n  

f o u n d   t h a t   i t   is  f r e q u e n t l y   v e r y   d e s i r a b l e   t h a t  

t he   f i n i s h e d   f i l m s   or  c o a t i n g s ,   p r i o r   to  e x p o s u r e  

to  i m a g i n g   e n e r g y ,   c o n t a i n   a  s m a l l   p e r c e n t a g e ,  

c o m m o n l y   of  the   g e n e r a l   o r d e r   of  a b o u t   2  to  3%,  b y  

w e i g h t   of  t he   f i l m   or  c o a t i n g ,   or  o r g a n i c   s o l v e n t ,  

f o r   i n s t a n c e ,   d i m e t h y l f o r m a m i d e   (DMF)  s i n c e   i t s  

p r e s e n c e   a p p e a r s   to  p l a y  a   f a v o r a b l e   r o l e   in  t h e  

s e n s i t i v i t y   of  t he   s y s t e m   in  r e l a t i o n   to  t h e  

l a t e n t   image   f o r m a t i o n   a n d / o r   u l t i m a t e   image   o b -  

t a i n e d   a f t e r   t he   d e v e l o p m e n t   s t e p .   The  e l i m i n a -  

t i o n   of  a l l   or  e s s e n t i a l l y   a l l   of  t he   DMF,  o r  

o t h e r   o r g a n i c   s o l v e n t   or  s o l v e n t s ,   f r om  the   v i r g i n  

f i l m   p r i o r   to  t he   i m a g i n g   and  d e v e l o p m e n t   f r e -  

q u e n t l y   l e a d s   to  a  d e c r e a s e   in  s e n s i t i v i t y .   I n  

any  e v e n t ,   in  any  g i v e n   i n s t a n c e   w h e r e   d r y i n g   o f  



t h e   v i r g i n   i m a g i n g   f i l m   has   b e e n   c a r r i e d   ou t   to  a  

p o i n t   w h e r e   e s s e n t i a l l y   no  o r g a n i c   s o l v e n t   i s  

p r e s e n t ,   and  w h e r e b y   s e n s i t i v i t y   is  u n d u l y   r e -  

d u c e d ,   s e n s i t i v i t y   can  be  i n c r e a s e d   or  r e s t o r e d   b y  

a d d i n g   a  s m a l l   a m o u n t   of  o r g a n i c   s o l v e n t   to  t h e  

f i l m   p r i o r   to  e x p o s i n g   i t   to  i m a g i n g   e n e r g y .  

The  i m a g i n g   f i l m   or  c o a t i n g   t h i c k n e s s   a r e  

v a r i a b l e   bu t   w i l l   u s u a l l y   f a l l   w i t h i n   t he   r a n g e   o f  

a b o u t   1  to  a b o u t   35  µm  w i t h   a b o u t   5  to  15  µm  g e n -  

e r a l l y   b e i n g   a  good  a v e r a g e .   P r e f e r a b l y ,   t h e  

t h i c k n e s s   of  t he   c o a t i n g   is  a b o u t   2 0  µ m .   G e n e r a l -  

l y ,   i n c r e a s e s   in  t h e   c o a t i n g   t h i c k n e s s   make  r e m o v -  

al   of  t he   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   as  a  r e s u l t   of  h e a t  

d e v e l o p m e n t   more  d i f f i c u l t .  

The  p r o d u c t i o n   of  t h e   i m a g i n g   o r g a n o - t e l l u r i -  

um  m a t e r i a l s ,   and  t h e   c o a t i n g ,   h a n d l i n g   and  p r o -  

c e s s i n g   o p e r a t i o n s ,   to  t he   e x t e n t   w h i c h   may  be  r e -  

q u i r e d ,   a r e   c a r r i e d   o u t   u n d e r   a p p r o p r i a t e   l i g h t  

c o n d i t i o n s ,   as  t h o s e   s k i l l e d   in  t he   a r t   w i l l   r e a d -  

i l y   u n d e r s t a n d .   For   i n s t a n c e ,   the   f o r m u l a t i o n   o f  

the   c o a t i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n s   and  the   c o a t i n g   and  d r y -  

ing  o p e r a t i o n s   a r e   c o n v e n i e n t l y   c a r r i e d   ou t   u n d e r  

a m b e r l i t e   f i l t e r e d   l i g h t   (weak  t r a n s m i s s i o n   a t   5 5 0  

nm).   The  d ry   f i l m   p r i o r   to  i m a g i n g ,   is  d e s i r a b l y  

s t o r e d   in  t he   d a r k .   In  c e r t a i n   c a s e s ,   a v o i d a n c e  



of  c o n t a c t   of  c e r t a i n   of  t he   i n g r e d i e n t s   w i t h   c e r -  

t a i n   m e t a l s   may  be  in  o r d e r   w h e r e   u n d e s i r e d   r e a c -  

t i o n s ,   s u c h   as  r e d u c t i o n s ,   may  o c c u r .   In  g e n e r a l ,  

the   v e s s e l s   or  c o n t a i n e r s ,   s t i r r e r s ,   e t c . ,   u t i -  

l i z e d   s h o u l d   be  made  of  g l a s s   or  o t h e r   v i t r e o u s  

m a t e r i a l s   or  o t h e r   m a t e r i a l s   i n e r t   to  the   c o a t i n g  

i n g r e d i e n t s   to  i n s u r e   a g a i n s t   c o n t a m i n a t i o n   o r  

p o s s i b l e   u n d e s i r e d   r e a c t i o n s .   I t   is  a d v a n t a g e o u s ,  

in  g e n e r a l ,   to  p r e p a r e   t h e   i m a g i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n s  

s h o r t l y   p r i o r   to  c o a t i n g   them  on  the   s e l e c t e d   s u b -  

s t r a t e .   U n d e r   s u i t a b l e   s t o r a g e   c o n d i t i o n s ,   w h i c h  

g e n e r a l l y   a r e   c o n d i t i o n s   of  d a r k n e s s   and  r e a s o n -  

a b l e   a v o i d a n c e   of  a i r   or  o x i d i z i n g   a t m o s p h e r e s   a n d  

h u m i d i t y   c o n d i t i o n s ,   t h e   s t a b i l i t y   of  t he   i m a g i n g  

c o m p o s i t i o n s   is  g o o d .  

In  t h e   i m a g i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n s ,   the   p r o p o r t i o n s  

of  t he   m a t r i x ,   t he   i m a g i n g   o r g a n o - t e l l u r i u m   m a t e -  

r i a l   and  t he   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   a r e   v a r i a b l e .   I n  

any  e v e n t ,   g e n e r a l l y   s p e a k i n g ,   e x c l u d i n g   t he   o r -  

g a n i c   s o l v e n t   or  s o l v e n t s ,   w h e r e   e m p l o y e d   a s  

d e s c r i b e d   b e l o w ,   at  l e a s t   in  mos t   c a s e s   t he   m a t r i x  

m a t e r i a l ,   w h i c h   is  a  n o r m a l l y   s o l i d   m a t e r i a l ,   t h a t  

i s ,   s o l i d   at   room  t e m p e r a t u r e ,   w i l l   be  e m p l o y e d   i n  

a m o u n t s   in  e x c e s s   of  a n y  o n e   of  the   o t h e r   m a t e r i -  

a l s   and  w i l l   a l s o   u s u a l l y   be  p r e s e n t   in  m a j o r  



a m o u n t ,   t h a t   is  more  t h a n   50%  and  b r o a d l y   in  t h e  

r a n g e   up  to   90%  by  w e i g h t ,   of  t he   t o t a l   m a t e r i a l s  

p r e s e n t   in  t h e   i m a g i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n .   The  i m a g i n g  

o r g a n o - t e l l u r i u m   m a t e r i a l ,   g e n e r a l l y   a l s o   a  n o r -  

m a l l y   s o l i d   m a t e r i a l ,   w i l l   o r d i n a r i l y   c o n s t i t u t e  

f rom  a b o u t   1  to  a b o v e   20  p a r t s   p e r   100  p a r t s   o f  

m a t r i x ,   u s u a l l y   a b o u t   5 -10   p a r t s   p e r   100  p a r t s   o f  

m a t r i x .   The  r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r ,   w h e r e   i t   is  a 

s e p a r a t e   i n g r e d i e n t ,   w h i c h   is  u s u a l l y   a  s o l i d ,  

w i l l   u s u a l l y   be  e m p l o y e d   in  l e s s e r   p r o p o r t i o n s ,  

c o m m o n l y   of  the   o r d e r   of  a b o u t   0 .5   to  3%,  u s u a l l y  

a b o u t   0 .8   to  2 .0%,   by  w e i g h t ,   of  t he   i m a g i n g   c o m -  

p o s i t i o n .   Wi th   f u r t h e r   r e g a r d   to  t he   p r o p o r t i o n s  

of  t h e   a f o r e s a i d   i n g r e d i e n t s ,   i t   may  be  s t a t e d  

t h a t   t h e   a r e a   d e n s i t y   of  t he   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r  

is  d e s i r a b l y   s e l e c t e d   so  t h a t   up  to  a b o u t   7 0 - 9 5 %  

of  t h e   p h o t o n s   f a l l i n g   on  t h e   f i l m   in  t he   r e g i o n  

of  t he   a b s o r p t i o n   b a n d s   of  t he   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r  

a r e   a b s o r b e d .   C o n s i d e r a b l y   h i g h e r   c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  

of  r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   w o u l d   l e a v e   the   d a r k   s i d e  

of  t he   f i l m   u n e x p o s e d   and  no  a d v a n t a g e   w o u l d   t h u s  

be  s e r v e d .   In  g e n e r a l ,   f o r   o p t i m a l   r e s u l t s   i n  

many  c a s e s ,   t he   mole   c o n c e n t r a t i o n   of  t he   i m a g i n g  

o r g a n o - t e l l u r i u m   m a t e r i a l   to  t h a t   of  t he   r e d u c t a n t  

p r e c u r s o r   s h o u l d   be  a b o u t   5 : 2 .   The  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  



of  t he   p o l y m e r   m a t r i x   m a t e r i a l   s h o u l d   be  s u f f i c i -  

en t   to  p r o d u c e   an  e s s e n t i a l l y   a m o r p h o u s   f i l m   w i t h -  

ou t   b r i n g i n g   a b o u t   p r e c i p i t a t i o n   of  t he   i m a g i n g  

o r g a n o - t e l l u r i u m   m a t e r i a l ,   t h e   s e n s i t i z e r   a n d  

o t h e r   s u p p l e m e n t a l   i n g r e d i e n t s   when  u t i l i z e d .  

E x c e s s   p o l y m e r   m a t r i x   m a t e r i a l   a l s o   t e n d s   to  d e -  

c r e a s e   t he   s e n s i t i v i t y   of  t he   f i l m .  

The  a m o u n t   of  d i o l   s h o u l d   be  p r e s e n t   in  a  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n   s u f f i c i e n t   to  p r o v i d e   a t   l e a s t   2 

m o l e s   of  d i o l   f o r   e a c h   mole   of  t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d ,  

and  p r e f e r a b l y   to  p r o v i d e   up  to  a  r a t i o   of  6 : 1  

m o l e s .   As  i n d i c a t e d   a b o v e ,   o u r   work  has   s u g g e s t e d  

t h a t   a  c o m p l e x   is  f o r m e d   b e t w e e n   the   d i o l   and  t h e  

t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d   in  a  m o l a r   r a t i o   of  2 : 1 ,   a n d  

t h a t   e x c e s s   d i o l   a b o v e   t h a t   is  u s e f u l   to  p r o v i d e   a  

s o u r c e   of  l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n   f o r   r e a c t i o n   w i t h   t h e  

r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r .   L a r g e r   a m o u n t s   of  t he   d i o l  

may  be  u s e d   if   d e s i r e d .   To  some  e x t e n t ,   i m p r o v e d  

r e s u l t s   a r e   o b t a i n e d   when  t h e s e   l a r g e r   a m o u n t s   o f  

d i o l   a r e   u s e d ;   h o w e v e r ,   t h e r e   is  a  p o i n t   of  d i m i n -  

i s h i n g   r e t u r n s   a b o v e   w h i c h   i n c r e a s i n g   the   a m o u n t  

of  d i o l   w i l l   no t   p r o v i d e   c o m m e n s u r a t e   i m p r o v e m e n t  

in  p h o t o r e s p o n s e   of  t he   f i n i s h e d   f i l m .  

The  m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t   may  be  p r e s e n t   i n  

a m o u n t s   of  1%  up  to  200%  by  w e i g h t   of  t he   t e l l u r i -  

um  c o m p o u n d s .   M e a s u r a b l y   i m p r o v e d   s e n s i t i v i t y   c a n  



be  f o u n d   in  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t he   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n  

w i t h   e v e n   v e r y   s m a l l   a m o u n t s   of  m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g  

a g e n t   and  w i t h i n   l i m i t a t i o n s   t he   d e g r e e   of  i m -  

p r o v e m e n t   is  in  p r o p o r t i o n   to  t he   a m o u n t   of  m a s k e d  

r e d u c i n g   a g e n t   w h i c h   is  i n c o r p o r a t e d   in  t he   f i l m .  

A g a i n ,   h o w e v e r ,   a  law  of  d i m i n i s h i n g   r e t u r n s   i s  

o b s e r v e d ,   and  w h i l e   l a r g e   a m o u n t s   of  the   m a s k e d  

r e d u c i n g   a g e n t   w i l l   be  i n c o r p o r a t e d ,   on  the   o r d e r  

of  2  to  4  t i m e s   t h e   a m o u n t   of  t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d ,  

b e y o n d   t h e s e   l a r g e   a m o u n t s   t he   i n c r e a s e   in  p h o t o -  

r e s p o n s e   o b t a i n e d   is  no t   c o m m e n s u r a t e   w i t h   the   i n -  

c r e a s e d   a m o u n t   of  m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t   i n c o r p o -  

r a t e d .  

The  f i l m - f o r m i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n s   as  d e s c r i b e d  

a b o v e   w i l l   be  a p p l i e d   to  any  s u i t a b l e   s u b s t r a t e .  

G l a s s ,   p o r c e l a i n ,   p a p e r   and  v a r i o u s   p l a s t i c   s u b -  

s t r a t e s   have   b e e n   f o u n d   s u i t a b l e .   For   t he   p u r -  

p o s e s   of  f o r m i n g   f i l m - l i k e   m a t e r i a l s ,   t r a n s p a r e n c y  

is  o b v i o u s l y   d e s i r a b l e .   For   t h i s   p u r p o s e ,   f i l m   o f  

p o l y e t h y l e n e   t e r e p h t h a l a t e   have   been   f o u n d   p a r -  

t i c u l a r l y   s u i t a b l e .   O t h e r   s u b s t r a t e s   i n c l u d e ,   f o r  

e x a m p l e ,   p o l y i m i d e s ,   n y l o n   and  t r i a c e t y l   c e l l u -  

l o s e .  



A d d i t i o n a l   c o n s i d e r a t i o n s   w h i c h   t h o s e   s k i l l e d  

in  t he   a r t   in  f o r m u l a t i n g   and  u s i n g   t e l l u r i u m -  

b a s e d   f i l m   c o m p o s i t i o n s   may  u t i l i z e   a r e   a p p a r e n t  

f rom  U.S .   P a t e n t   No.  4 , 1 4 2 , 8 9 6 .  

T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   is  f u r t h e r   i l l u s t r a t e d   by  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g   e x a m p l e s :  

E x a m p l e   1 

A  t e l l u r i u m   i m a g i n g   f i l m   in  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h  

t h e   i n v e n t i o n   was  made  and  t e s t e d .   0 . 6 2 5   g r a m s   o f  

b i s ( a c e t o p h e n o n e )   t e l l u r i u m   d i c h l o r i d e ,   0 . 1 5   g r a m s  

of  i s o p r o p o x y - l , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e   ( I P N Q ) ,   0 . 6 2 5  

g rams   of  m a s k e d   1 - p h e n y l - 3 - p y r a z o l i d o n e   of  t h e  

f o r m u l a :  

2 .4   g r a m s   of  o r t h o - m e t h o x y   b e n z y l   g l y c e r y l   e t h e r ,  

1 0 . 4 2   g r a m s   of  C A B - 5 0 0 - 5 ,   3 . 0   m i l l i l i t e r s   o f  

n - b u t a n o l   and  160  m i l l i l i t e r s   of  a  5 0 : 5 0   m i x t u r e  

(by  v o l u m e )   of  m e t h y l e n e   d i c h l o r i d e   and  m e t h y l  

e t h y l   k e t o n e   were   s t i r r e d   t o g e t h e r   in  c o m p l e t e  

d a r k n e s s   a t   room  t e m p e r a t u r e   u n t i l   a  h o m o g e n e o u s  

v i s c o u s   s o l u t i o n   was  o b t a i n e d .   The  s o l u t i o n   w a s  



t h e n   c o a t e d   on  a  p o l y e s t e r   s u b s t r a t e - a t   a  t h i c k -  

n e s s   of  20µ  and  t he   r e s u l t i n g   f i l m   h e a t e d   in  a n  

o v e n   at   50°C  f o r   t h r e e   h o u r s .  

The  f i l m   was  t e s t e d   by  e x p o s i n g   t he   f i l m   t o  

i m a g i n g   e n e r g y   t h r o u g h   a  p h o t o g r a p h i c   s t e p   t a b l e t  

h a v i n g   e l e v e n   s t e p s   and  an  o p t i c a l   d e n s i t y   r a n g e  

of  a p p r o x i m a t e l y   0 .3   to   3 . 0 5 .   The  s t e p   t a b l e t   w a s  

in  c o n t a c t   w i t h   t h e   f i l m   d u r i n g   e x p o s u r e .   A 

H o n e y w e l l   S t r o b o n a r   Mode l   No.  710  Xenon  f l a s h   t u b e  

was  u t i l i z e d   to  p r o v i d e   i m a g i n g   e n e r g y ,   s p a c e d   a p -  

p r o x i m a t e l y   n i n e   i n c h e s   f rom  the   f i l m .   A f t e r   e x -  

p o s u r e ,   t he   f i l m   was  d e v e l o p e d   by  h e a t i n g   the   f i l m  

a t   a  t e m p e r a t u r e   of  150°C  f o r   e i t h e r   45  or  90  

s e c o n d s .   The  d e v e l o p e d   f i l m   was  t e s t e d   to  d e t e r -  

mine   how  w e l l   t he   f i l m   was  f i x e d   by  p l a c i n g   a  

f r a m e   of  t h e   f i l m   in  a  B e l l   &  H o w e l l   Mode l   S R - V I I I  

m i c r o f i l m   r e a d e r   f o r   one  or  more  h o u r s   in  t h e  

v i e w i n g   p o s i t i o n .   The  min imum  and  maximum  o p t i c a l  

d e n s i t y   (OD)  of  t h e   f i l m   was  t h e r e a f t e r   m e a s u r e d  

w i t h   a  M a c B e t h   Mode l   T-P  504  D e n s i t o m e t e r   u s i n g   a  

r e d   f i l t e r .   The  f o l l o w i n g   r e s u l t s   were   o b t a i n e d :  



E x a m p l e   2 

The  same  p r o c e d u r e   s e t   f o r t h   in  E x a m p l e   1  w a s  

u t i l i z e d   to  make  and  t e s t   f i l m   made  as  in  E x a m p l e  

1  e x c e p t   t h a t   0 . 1 9 0   g r ams   of  3 - c h l o r o - l - i s o p r o -  

p o x y - 1 , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e   (CIPNQ)  was  u t i l i z e d   i n  

p l a c e   of  IPNQ.  The  f o l l o w i n g   r e s u l t s   w e r e   o b -  

t a i n e d :  



E x a m p l e  3  

The  same  p r o c e d u r e   s e t   f o r t h   in  E x a m p l e   1  w a s  

u t i l i z e d   to  make  and  t e s t   f i l m   made  as  in  E x a m p l e  

1  e x c e p t   t h a t   in  p l a c e   of  IPNQ,  0 . 3 1 5   g r a m s   o f  

2 , 3 - d i i s o p r o p o x y - l , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e   was  u t i l i z e d .  

The  f o l l o w i n g   r e s u l t s   we re   o b t a i n e d :  

E x a m p l e   4 

The  same  p r o c e d u r e   s e t   f o r t h   in  E x a m p l e  

1  was  u t i l i z e d   to  t e s t   f i l m   made  as  in  e x a m p l e   1 ,  

f rom  t he   f o l l o w i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n :   0 . 6 2 5   g r a m s   o f  

b i s ( a c e t o p h e n o n e )   t e l l u r i u m   d i c h l o r i d e ,   0 . 1 5   g r a m s  

of  i s o p r o p o x y - 1 , 4 - n a p h t h o q u i n o n e   ( I P N Q ) ,   0 . 6 2 5  

g r a m s   of  m a s k e d   1 - p h e n y l - 3 - p y r a z o l i d o n e   of  t h e  

f o r m u l a :  



2.4   g r a m s   of  o r t h o - m e t h o x y   b e n z y l   g l y c e r y l   e t h e r ,  

1 0 . 4 2   g r a m s   of  C A B - 5 0 0 - 5 ,   3 . 0   m i l l i l i t e r s   o f  

n - b u t a n o l ,   0 .3   g r a m s   of  2 - p h e n y l i d o n e - l , 3 - d i o n e  

( P I D ) ,   4  m i l l i g r a m s   of  p i n a c y a n o l   c h l o r i d e   (QB),   3 

m i l l i g r a m s   of  l i t h i u m   h y d r o x i d e   ( L i O H . H 2 O ) ,   3 

m i l l i g r a m s   of  i n d o p h e n o l   b l u e   ( IPB)   and  1 6 0  

m i l l i l i t e r s   of  a  5 0 : 5 0   m i x t u r e   (by  v o l u m e )   o f  

m e t h y l e n e   d i c h l o r i d e   and  m e t h y l   e t h y l   k e t o n e .   T h e  

f o l l o w i n g   r e s u l t s   we re   o b t a i n e d :  

E x a m p l e   5 

The  same  p r o c e d u r e   s e t   f o r t h   in  E x a m p l e   1  w a s  

u t i l i z e d   to  make  and  t e s t   t he   f i l m   of  E x a m p l e   4 

e x c e p t   t h a t   in  p l a c e   of  IPNQ,  0 . 1 9 0   g r a m s   of  CIPNQ 

was  u t i l i z e d .   The  f o l l o w i n g   r e s u l t s   were   o b -  

t a i n e d :  



E x a m p l e   6 

The  same  p r o c e d u r e   s e t   f o r t h   in  E x a m p l e   1  w a s  

u t i l i z e d   to  make  and  t e s t   t h e   f i l m   of  E x a m p l e   4 

e x c e p t   t h a t   in  p l a c e   of  IPNQ,  0 . 3 1 5   g r a m s   of  DIPNQ 

were   u t i l i z e d .   The  f o l l o w i n g   r e s u l t s   were   o b -  

t a i n e d :  

W h i l e   t he   i n v e n t i o n   has  been   d e s c r i b e d   w i t h  

r e s p e c t   to  s p e c i f i c   e m b o d i m e n t s ,   i t   is  to  be  u n -  

d e r s t o o d   t h a t   v a r i o u s   c h a n g e s   and  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  

w i l l   be  s u g g e s t e d   to  one  s k i l l e d   in  t he   a r t ,   a n d  

i t   is  i n t e n d e d   to  e n c o m p a s s   s u c h   c h a n g e s   as  f a l l  

w i t h i n   t h e   s c o p e   of  t he   a p p e n d e d   c l a i m s .  



1.  A  f i l m   f o r   f o r m i n g   an  image   made  f rom  a  

f i l m - f o r m i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n ,   w h i c h   c o m p o s i t i o n   i n -  

c l u d e s   a  r e d u c i b l e   i m a g e - f o r m i n g   c o m p o u n d ,   a  r e -  

d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   w h i c h   w i l l   a b s t r a c t   l a b i l e   h y -  

d r o g e n   f rom  a  l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n   s o u r c e   u n d e r   the   i n -  

f l u e n c e   of  i m a g i n g   e n e r g y   to  become  a  r e d u c i n g  

a g e n t   w i t h   r e s p e c t   to  t h e   i m a g e - f o r m i n g   c o m p o u n d ,  

a  s o u r c e   of  l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n   f o r   r e a c t i o n   w i t h   s a i d  

r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r ,   a  m a t r i x   in  w h i c h   s a i d   t e l l u -  

r i um  c o m p o u n d ,   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   and  s o u r c e   o f  

l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n   a r e   c o m b i n e d   in  a m o u n t s   e f f e c t i v e  

to  form  a  c o m p o s i t i o n   w h i c h   may  be  a p p l i e d   to   a  

s u b s t r a t e ,   s a i d   f i l m   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   b y ,  

s a i d   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   p r e s e n t   in  an  a m o u n t  

such   t h a t   when  t he   f i l m   is  d e v e l o p e d   n o r m a l l y   b y  

h e a t i n g ,   e s s e n t i a l l y   a l l   of  t he   r e d u c t a n t   p r e -  

c u r s o r   is  r e m o v e d   f rom  t he   f i l m .  

2.  The  f i l m   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   1,  f u r t h e r  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  s a i d   i m a g e - f o r m i n g   c o m p o u n d   b e i n g  

s e l e c t e d   f rom  the   g r o u p   c o n s i s t i n g   o f  

;  a n d  



in  t h e   f o r e g o i n g   f o r m u l a e ,   R  b e i n g  . a n   o r g a n i c   r a d -  

i c a l   c o n t a i n i n g   a t   l e a s t   1  c a r b o n y l   g r o u p ,   R2  b e -  

ing   t h e   r e s i d u e   of  an  e t h y l e n i c   h y d r o c a r b o n ,   H a l  

b e i n g   h a l o g e n ,   x  b e i n g   1,  2  or  3;  and  x  +  y  =  4;  n 

b e i n g   an  i n t e g e r   f rom  1  to  4  and  m  +  n  =  4 .  

3.  The  f i l m   a c c o r d i n g   to  a n y  o n e   of  c l a i m s  

1  or   2,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  t he   t h i c k n e s s   o f  

t h e   f i l m - f o r m i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n   b e i n g   b e t w e e n   a b o u t   1 

and  35  m i c r o m e t e r s .  

4.  The  f i l m   a c c o r d i n g   to  a n y  o n e   of  c l a i m s  

1  to  3,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  t h e   t h i c k n e s s   o f  

t h e   f i l m - f o r m i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n   b e i n g   a b o u t   20  m i c r o -  

m e t e r s .  

5.  The  f i l m   a c c o r d i n g   to  a n y  o n e   of  c l a i m s  

1  to  4,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  s a i d   r e d u c t a n t  

p r e c u r s o r   b e i n g   p r e s e n t   in  an  a m o u n t   such   t h a t  

when  t he   f i l m   is  d e v e l o p e d   at   a b o u t   150°C  f o r  

a b o u t   two  m i n u t e s   or  l e s s ,   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   a l l   o f  

s a i d   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   is  r e m o v e d   f rom  t he   f i l m .  

6.  The  f i l m   a c c o r d i n g   to  a n y  o n e   of  c l a i m s  

1  to  5,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  s a i d   i m a g e - f o r m -  

ing  c o m p o u n d   b e i n g   an  o r g a n o   i m a g i n g   c o m p o u n d  

s e l e c t e d   f rom  the   g r o u p   c o n s i s t i n g   of  o r g a n o   c o m -  

p o u n d s   of  c o p p e r ,   s i l v e r ,   n i c k e l ,   m e r c u r y ,   c o b a l t  

and  t e l l u r i u m .  



7.  A  f i l m   f o r   f o r m i n g   an  image   made  f rom  a  

f i l m - f o r m i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n ,   w h i c h   c o m p o s i t i o n   i n -  

c l u d e s   an  i m a g e - f o r m i n g   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d ,   a  r e -  

d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   w h i c h   w i l l   a b s t r a c t   l a b i l e   h y -  

d r o g e n   f rom  a  l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n   s o u r c e   u n d e r   t he   i n -  

f l u e n c e   of  i m a g i n g   e n e r g y   to  become  a  r e d u c i n g  

a g e n t   w i t h   r e s p e c t   to  t he   i m a g e - f o r m i n g   t e l l u r i u m  

c o m p o u n d ,   a  s o u r c e   of  l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n   f o r   r e a c t i o n  

w i t h   s a i d   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r ,   a  m a t r i x   in  w h i c h  

s a i d   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d ,   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   a n d  

s o u r c e   of  l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n   a r e   c o m b i n e d   in  a m o u n t s  

e f f e c t i v e   to  fo rm  a  c o m p o s i t i o n   w h i c h   may  be  a p -  

p l i e d   to  a  s u b s t r a t e ,   and  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   b y ,  

s a i d   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   p r e s e n t   in  an  a m o u n t  

such   t h a t   when  t he   f i l m   is  d e v e l o p e d   n o r m a l l y   b y  

h e a t i n g ,   e s s e n t i a l l y   a l l   of  t he   r e d u c t a n t   p r e -  

c u r s o r   is  r e m o v e d   f rom  t h e   f i l m .  

8.  The  f i l m   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   7,  f u r t h e r  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  s a i d   c o m p o s i t i o n   f u r t h e r   i n c l u d -  

ing  a  d i o l   of  t he   f o r m u l a  



w h e r e i n   e a c h   of  R4  and  R5  i n d e p e n d e n t l y   r e p r e s e n t s  

h y d r o g e n ,   a  h y d r o c a r b o n   g r o u p ,   i n c l u d i n g   s t r a i g h t  

c h a i n ,   b r a n c h e d   c h a i n   and  c y c l i c   h y d r o c a r b o n  

g r o u p s ,   h y d r o x y a l k y l   g r o u p s ,   a l k o x y c a r b o n y l  

g r o u p s ,   c y c l o a l k y l   g r o u p s   or  a r y l   g r o u p s ;   and  Z 

r e p r e s e n t s   a  d i r e c t   C-C  bond  b e t w e e n   the   c a r b o n  

a t o m s   on  e i t h e r   s i d e   of  i t ,   or  an  a r y l e n e   g r o u p ,  

t h e   g r o u p   ( - C ε C - ) ,   t h e   g r o u p   ( - C R 6 = C R 7 ) n ,   w h e r e i n  

n  r e p r e s e n t s   1  or  2,  and  e a c h   of  R12  and  R13  r e p -  

r e s e n t s   h y d r o g e n   or  an  a l k y l   g r o u p   or  t a k e n   f r o m  

p a r t   of  a  c a r b o c y c l i c   or  h e t e r o c y c l i c   r i n g ,   s a i d  

d i o l   b e i n g   p r o v i d e d   in  an  a m o u n t   e q u i v a l e n t   to  a t  

l e a s t   2  m o l e s   t h e r e o f   p e r   1  mole   of  s a i d   t e l l u r i u m  

f o r m i n g   c o m p o u n d .  

9.  The  f i l m   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   7,  f u r t h e r  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  s a i d   c o m p o s i t i o n   f u r t h e r   i n c l u d -  

ing   a  d i o l   of  t h e   f o r m u l a  

w h e r e i n   R7  is  a l k y l ,   a l k a n o y l ,   t h i a z o l i n y l ,  

a l k e n y l ,   b e n z y l ,   a l k y l b e n z y l ,   a l k o x y b e n z y l ,   h y -  

d r o x y a l k y l b e n z y l ,   or  h a l o b e n z y l ;   t h e   a l k y l   r a d i c a l  

h a v i n g   f rom  1  to  7  c a r b o n   a t o m s ;   a n d  

X  is   o x y g e n   or  s u l p h u r .  



10.  The  f i l m   a c c o r d i n g   to  a n y  o n e   of  c l a i m s  

7  to  9,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  s a i d   t e l l u r i u m  

c o m p o u n d   b e i n g   s e l e c t e d   f rom  t he   g r o u p   c o n s i s t i n g  

o f :  

a n d  

w h e r e i n   R  is  an  o r g a n i c   r a d i c a l   c o n t a i n i n g   a t  

l e a s t   1  c a r b o n y l   g r o u p ;   R2  is  t he   r e s i d u e   of  a n  

e t h y l e n i c   h y d r o c a r b o n ;   Hal  is  a  h a l o g e n ;   x  is   1,  2 

or   3;  x  +  y  =  4;  n  is  an  i n t e g e r   f rom  1  to  4  a n d  

m  +  n  =  4 .  

11.  The  f i l m   a c c o r d i n g   to  a n y  o n e   of  c l a i m s  

9  or  10,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  s a i d   c o m p o s i t i o n  

i n c l u d i n g   a  m a s k e d   r e d u c i n g   a g e n t .  

12.  The  f i l m   a c c o r d i n g   to  a n y  o n e   of  c l a i m s  

9  to   11,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  s a i d   c o m p o s i t i o n  

i n c l u d i n g   an  a l c o h o l .  

13.  The  f i l m   a c c o r d i n g   to  a n y  o n e   of  c l a i m s  

7  to  12,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  s a i d   t e l l u r i u m  

c o m p o u n d   b e i n g   b i s ( a c e t o p h e n o n e )   t e l l u r i u m   d i c h l o -  

r i d e .  

14.  The  f i l m   a c c o r d i n g   to  a n y  o n e   of  c l a i m s  

7  to  13,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  the   t h i c k n e s s   o f  

t he   f i l m - f o r m i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n   b e i n g   b e t w e e n   a b o u t   1 

and  35  m i c r o m e t e r s .  



15.  The  f i l m   a c c o r d i n g   to  a n y '  o n e   of  c l a i m s  

7  to  14,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  t he   t h i c k n e s s   o f  

t h e   f i l m - f o r m i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n   b e i n g   a b o u t   20  m i c r o -  

m e t e r s .  

16.  The  f i l m   a c c o r d i n g   to  a n y  o n e   of  c l a i m s  

7  to   15,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  s a i d   r e d u c t a n t  

p r e c u r s o r   b e i n g   p r e s e n t   in  an  a m o u n t   s u c h   t h a t  

when  t h e   f i l m   is  d e v e l o p e d   a t   a b o u t   150°C  f o r  

a b o u t   two  m i n u t e s   or  l e s s ,   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   a l l   o f  

s a i d   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   is  r e m o v e d   f rom  the   f i l m .  

17.  The  f i l m   a c c o r d i n g   to  a n y  o n e   of  c l a i m s  

7  to   16,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  s a i d   c o m p o s i t i o n  

i n c l u d i n g   w a t e r .  

18.  A  c o m p o s i t i o n   r e s p o n s i v e   to  a c t i v a t i n g  

e n e r g y   f o r   f o r m i n g   an  i m a g i n g   f i l m   w h i c h   c o m p o s i -  

t i o n   i n c l u d e s :  

an  i m a g e - f o r m i n g   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d ,   a  r e d u c -  

t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   w h i c h   w i l l   a b s t r a c t   l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n  

f r o m   a  l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n   s o u r c e   u n d e r   t he   i n f l u e n c e  

of  i m a g i n g   e n e r g y   to  become  a  r e d u c i n g   a g e n t   w i t h  

r e s p e c t   to  t he   i m a g e - f o r m i n g   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d ,   a  

s o u r c e   of  l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n   f o r   r e a c t i o n   w i t h   s a i d  

r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r ,   a  m a t r i x   in  w h i c h   s a i d   t e l l u -  

r i u m   c o m p o u n d ,   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   and  s o u r c e   o f  

l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n   a r e   c o m b i n e d   in  a m o u n t s   e f f e c t i v e  



to   fo rm  a  c o m p o s i t i o n   w h i c h   may  be  ' a p p l i e d   to  a  

s u b s t r a t e ,   w h i c h   c o m p o s i t i o n   is  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   b y ,  

s a i d   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   p r e s e n t   in  an  a m o u n t  

s u c h   t h a t   when  t he   f i l m   is  d e v e l o p e d   n o r m a l l y   b y  

h e a t i n g ,   e s s e n t i a l l y   a l l   of  t he   r e d u c t a n t   p r e -  

c u r s o r   is  r e m o v e d   f rom  t he   f i l m .  

19.  A  m e t h o d   f o r   r e c o r d i n g   e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c  

r a d i a t i o n ,   w h e r e i n   s a i d   m e t h o d   i n c l u d e s   i m p i n g i n g  

s a i d   r a d i a t i o n   upon  a  p h o t o s e n s i t i v e   f i l m   to  p r o -  

duce   a  c h a n g e   in  at  l e a s t   one  p r o p e r t y   t h e r e o f ,  

w h i c h   f i l m   is  made  f rom  a  p h o t o s e n s i t i v e   c o m p o s i -  

t i o n   i n c l u d i n g   an  i m a g e - f o r m i n g   t e l l u r i u m   c o m -  

p o u n d ,   a  r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   w h i c h   w i l l   a b s t r a c t  

l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n   f rom  a  l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n   s o u r c e  

u n d e r   t he   i n f l u e n c e   of  i m a g i n g   e n e r g y   to  become   a  

r e d u c i n g   a g e n t   w i t h   r e s p e c t   to  t he   i m a g e - f o r m i n g  

t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d ,   a  s o u r c e   of  l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n  

f o r   r e a c t i o n   w i t h   s a i d   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r ,   and  a  

m a t r i x   in  w h i c h   s a i d   t e l l u r i u m   c o m p o u n d ,   r e d u c t a n t  

p r e c u r s o r   and  s o u r c e   of  l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n   a r e   c o m -  

b i n e d   in  a m o u n t s   e f f e c t i v e   to  fo rm  a  c o m p o s i t i o n  

w h i c h   may  be  a p p l i e d   to  a  s u b s t r a t e ,   and  c h a r a c -  

t e r i z e d   b y ,  



s a i d   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   p r e s e n t   in  an  a m o u n t  

s u c h ' t h a t   when  t he   f i l m   is  d e v e l o p e d   n o r m a l l y   b y  

h e a t i n g ,   e s s e n t i a l l y   a l l   of  t h e   r e d u c t a n t   p r e -  

c u r s o r   is  r e m o v e d   f rom  the   f i l m .  

20.  The  m e t h o d   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   19,   f u r -  

t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  t he   t h i c k n e s s   of  t he   f i l m -  

f o r m i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n   b e i n g   b e t w e e n   a b o u t   1  and  35  

m i c r o m e t e r s .  

21.  The  m e t h o d   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   19  or   2 0 ,  

f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  t he   t h i c k n e s s   of  t h e  

f i l m - f o r m i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n   b e i n g   a b o u t   20  m i c r o -  

m e t e r s .  

22.  The  m e t h o d   a c c o r d i n g   to  a n y  o n e   o f  

c l a i m s   19  to  21,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  d e v e l o p -  

men t   at   a b o u t   150°C  f o r   a b o u t   two  m i n u t e s   or  l e s s  

c a u s i n g   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   a l l   of  s a i d   r e d u c t a n t   p r e -  

c u r s o r   to  be  r e m o v e d   f rom  t he   f i l m .  

23.  A  m e t h o d   of  m a k i n g   a  s e l f - f i x i n g   f i l m  

f o r   f o r m i n g   an  i m a g e ,   t he   f i l m   made  f rom  a  f i l m -  

f o r m i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n ,   w h i c h   c o m p o s i t i o n   i n c l u d e s   a  

r e d u c i b l e   i m a g e - f o r m i n g   c o m p o u n d   and  a  s o u r c e   o f  

l a b i l e   h y d r o g e n ,   s a i d   m e t h o d   i n c l u d i n g   p r o v i d i n g  

in  s a i d   c o m p o s i t i o n   a  r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   w h i c h  

w i l l   a b s t r a c t   h y d r o g e n   f rom  the   s o u r c e   of  l a b i l e  

h y d r o g e n   u n d e r   t he   i n f l u e n c e   of  i m a g i n g   e n e r g y   t o  



become   a  r e d u c i n g   a g e n t   w i t h   r e s p e c t   to  t h e  

i m a g e - f o r m i n g   c o m p o u n d ,   s a i d   c o m p o s i t i o n   c h a r a c -  

t e r i z e d   b y ,  

s a i d   r e d u c t a n t   p r e c u r s o r   p r e s e n t   in  an  a m o u n t  

s u c h   t h a t   when  the   f i l m   is  d e v e l o p e d   n o r m a l l y   by  

h e a t i n g ,   e s s e n t i a l l y   a l l   of  the   r e d u c t a n t   p r e -  

c u r s o r   is  r e m o v e d   f rom  t he   f i l m .  

24.  The  m e t h o d   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   23,  f u r -  

t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  s a i d   i m a g e - f o r m i n g   c o m p o u n d  

b e i n g   an  o r g a n o   i m a g i n g   c o m p o u n d   s e l e c t e d   f rom  t h e  

g r o u p   c o n s i s t i n g   of  o r g a n o   c o m p o u n d s   of  c o p p e r ,  

s i l v e r ,   n i c k e l ,   m e r c u r y ,   c o b a l t   and  t e l l u r i u m .  

25.  The  m e t h o d   a c c o r d i n g   to  a n y  o n e   o f  

c l a i m s   23  or  24,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  s a i d  

i m a g i n g   f o r m i n g   c o m p o u n d   b e i n g   a  t e l l u r i u m   i m a g i n g  

c o m p o u n d .  

26.  The  m e t h o d   a c c o r d i n g   to  a n y  o n e   o f  

c l a i m s   23  to  25,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  t h e  

t h i c k n e s s   of  t he   f i l m - f o r m i n g   c o m p o s i t i o n   b e i n g  

b e t w e e n   a b o u t   1  and  30  m i c r o m e t e r s .  

27.  The  m e t h o d   a c c o r d i n g   to  a n y  o n e   o f  

c l a i m s   23  to  27,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  d e v e l o p -  

ment   at  a b o u t   150°C  f o r   a b o u t   two  m i n u t e s   or  l e s s  

c a u s i n g   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   a l l   of  s a i d   r e d u c t a n t   p r e -  

c u r s o r   to  be  r e m o v e d   f rom  the   f i l m .  
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