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1. Y 
This invention relates to improvements in 

structural bridging. 
An object of this invention is to provide an 

improved bridging to be used in building Con 
struction between floor and ceiling joists, said 
bridging construction being extensibly adjust 
able and being arranged in assembly so as to be 
sturdy and durable. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

an improved latching device for use in the bridg 
ing as well as an improved guide assembly for 
the two extensibly arranged members, illustrat 
ed as being of channel shape. 
Other objects and features of importance will 

become apparent in following the description of 
the illustrated form of the invention. 

In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the device, 

portions being broken away in section to illus 
trate detail of construction; 

Figure 2 is a transverse sectional view taken 
substantially on the line 2-2 of Figure 1 and 
in the direction of the arrows, and in enlarged 
Scale; 

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken substan 
tially on the line 3-3 of Figure 2 and in the 
direction of the arrows; and 
Figure 4 is a sectional view taken substantially 

on the line 4-4 of Figure 1 and in the direction 
of the arrows, this view being in enlarged scale. 

In the instant invention, we have endeavored 
to improve known and existing forms of ex 
tensible, metallic bridging to be used Wherever 
found desirable, as in bracing floor or ceiling 
joists. To this end, there is a pair of telescopic 
male and female bars or channels 0 and 2, the 
male channel 0 being slightly Smaller in CrOSS 
section than the female channel 2. The chan 
nel O is provided with a pair of opposed side 
Walls or legs 4 and 6 connected by a web or 
bight portion 8 (Figure 2). The channel 2 
has opposed side walls or legs 20 and 22 con 
nected by the web or bight portion 24. The 
channel 0 being of slightly smaller size in croSS 
section is nested in the channel 2 and is ca 
pable of sliding through one end thereof, there 
by causing the brace to be extensible. 
The legs 4 and 6 are each provided with a 

substantially louver-shaped dog or stop 26 which 
is adapted to be disposed in a series of corre 
spondingly shaped recesses 28 in the legs 20 and 
22 of the channel 2. The Series of recesses 28 
in the leg 20 are dished outwardly of said leg 
20 and the front wall 30 of each acts as an abut 
ment for the front wall of the dog 26 so that 
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the necessary stop is provided. Each recess 28 
has a crimp 32 which communicates therewith 
and opens through the upper edge of the leg 20. 
The series of recesses 34 which are formed in 

the leg 22 cooperate with the stop 36 in the leg 
4 of the channel O. Accordingly, the chan 

nels O and 2 may be slid together in the nest 
ed relation as disclosed in Figure 1 until the 
stops 36 and 26 rest in the two opposed stop 
forming recesses, one being of the series 28 while 
the other is of the series 34, so that the effective 
length of the two channels is arrived at. The 
dogs 26 and 36 may be forced between the Walls 
of the female member 2 for engagement in the 
desired depressions 28 and 34, respectively, or 
for disengagement therefrom through the chan 
nels 32. 
For the specific construction of the recesses, 

attention is invited to Figure 3 which shows that 
they are pressed in the metal of the legs of the 
channels and that the metal is sheared so as 
to provide a more effective stop. 
A vertically rising guide 40 is formed in the 

Web 24, while a similarly shaped guide 42 is 
formed in the Web 8. These guides are dis 
posed in contacting relationship with each other 
to interlock the channels at the webs thereof. 
A screw or nail receiving opening or aperture 
44 is formed in the guide 42 (Figure 1) so as to 
hold the bridging in place properly. The ends 
46 and 48 of each channel are beveled to fit 
properly against the rafters and floor of a build 
ling. 

In order to help lock the inner channel O 
within the outer channel 2, guiding protuber 
ances or guides 46 and 48 are punched or pressed 
into the legs 20 and 22 and are adapted to form 
a means of prescribing the movement of the in 
ner channel with respect to the outer channel. 
The upper edges of the legs 4 and 6 are adapt 
ed to slide On the lower surface of each guide. 
In operation, the necessary length of the 

bridging is selected by sliding the inner channel 
in the outer channel with the stop members 26 
riding over the various stop recesses 28 and 30. 
When the desired length of the composite de 
Vice is obtained, the bridging is simply nailed or 
Screwed in place. 

Having described the 
claimed as new is: 
A bridging unit comprising a pair of telescop 

ically adjustable bars of substantially U-shaped 
CrOSS-Section, the female bar including a lon 
gitudinal guide rib in its bight portion and fur 
ther including longitudinally spaced, outwardly 
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pressed substantially louver-shaped projections 
defining depressions in its opposed side walls 
spaced from the free longitudinal edges there 
of, said female bar still further having chan 
nels in said side walls extending from the de 
pressions to said longitudinal edges, substantially 
louver-shaped dogs struck out from the side 
walls of the male section and engageable selec 
tively in and disengageable from the depressions 
through the channels for releasably securing the 
bars in adjusted position, said male section haW 
ing a longitudinal groove in its bight portion 
slidably accommodating the rib, and guides 
struck inwardly from said side walls of said fe 

4. 
male bar adjacent one end thereof and engaged 
with the longitudinal edges of the male bar for 
slidably securing same in said one end of the 
female bar. 

DALE B. HOUGHTON, JR. 
DALE B. FOUGHTON. 
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