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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM J. LAUSTERER, OF JAMESTOWN, NEW ¥ORE, ASSIGNOR TO EMPIRE VOTING

TION OF NEW YORK, Lo

MACHINE COMPANY, OF ROCHESTER AND JAMESTOWN, NEW YORK, A CORPORA-

PRIMARY-ELECTION LOCE-OUT FOR VOTING-MACHINES.

To all whom it may concern’
“Be it known that T, Witnidm C
TERER, & citizen of the United States, resid-

J . Laus-

Speciﬂcaﬁon of Letters Patent,
. Applicatfon filed July 29,; 1908. Serial No. 446,014;

ing at Jamestown, in the county of Chau-:

taugua and State of New York, have in-
venfed certain new and useful Improve-

‘ments in Primary-Election Lock-Outs for

o

Voting-Machines, of which the following-

is a specification.

-'My invention is an improvement on the
‘voting: machine described in the patent is-

siied to W. J. Lausterer No. 820,302, and
has for its-‘object to provide a detachable
lockout that may be directly applied to the
key plate of the voting machine, 'so as ‘to
adapt for primary elections a machine that
ig otherwise suitable for only general elec-

‘tions.. This Jockout is easily removable
from the machine when it is necessary to
use the machine in general elections,

~Tn primary elections where this inven-
tion is to be used it will be understood that

the primaries of all of the parties are held-
at the same time and place and that one:

machine is adjusted to cafrj the names of.

all of the candidates of the various parties.
If the ordinary machine were labeled with
the names of the candidates of the various
parties; any voter might vote for some of
the candidates of one party and for other

~ candidates of another party.. This, how-

[
ot
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ever, iv strictly forbidden by the primary
election laws of many of the States, such
laws providing that the voter must an-
nounce hig party affiliation at the primary
before he is allowed to vote. and then will’
only be allowed to vote for the candidates
of the pavticular party with which he is
affiliated. Tt is understood, of course, that
the ohject of the primary election is to select
those candidates which will mhake up the
party ticket in the regular election follow-
mg thereafter. In order to restrict the
voter to candidates of his own party in pri-
siavy elections, T have devised certain at-
tiehments which may be applied to the kev-
board of the machine, and the effect of

- whigh is fo permit the élection officers to re-

56

lease the voting devices belonging to the
candidatés of one party at a time holding
locked the voting deviees of all of the can-
didates -of the other parties.

The object of my Invention is to restrict

the successive voters in their operation of .

Patented Aug. 20,1912,

‘the machine to the particular parts of the

maeline  which their

: party affiliation - en-
titles them to vote on. o

1 is a front view of the front plate of the

machine, showing the lockout devices placed "

on the keyboard of the machine, Fig. 2 is
a-cross. section on the line 2*—2¢ in Kig- 1.

" Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the upper left

hand-zorner of the keyboard shown in Fig.
1. Fig. 4 is a detail of the lock. Fig. 5 is
an end-elevation of the bars which lock the
keys. " Fig. 6 is an enlarged view of the
right hand end of one of the locking bars.
. In this specification and the accompany-
ing drawings, like numerals refer (o like
parts. ‘ e, '

~ In the accompanying drawings, reference
numeral 1 refers to_ the front plate of the
machine, and it consists of a vértical key-

‘board on the front of which pointers are

piv‘ote‘d which may be turned down.to vot-
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" Tn' the accompanying drawings, Figure .~
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ing position. The interlocking mechanism -
and counting mechanism and -other parts .

which are placed behing the keyboard of

the machine need not be illustrated for the

purpose of showing-this invention. '
On the keyboard are shown the pointers

80

2—2 arranged in horizontal rows, each of .

which pointers terminates in a little handle
that projects outwardly from it. At the top
and. bottom of the keyboard is placed a T
iron 3—3 primarily for the purpose of stiff-

85

ening the front plate and incidentally for

the purpose of providing a bearing for the -~

frame of the primary election device here
described. The primary election device
consists of a frame having upright mem-

90

bers 4—4 and horizontal members connected .

thereto 5—>5. At the bottom this frame en-
gages with pins or lugs 27—27 mounted on
the T ‘iron 8 in any suitable manner, so
that the frame must be lifted up to disen-
gage it from the support on which the

frame rests. At the top of the frame is pro-

vided pins ¢—6, shown in detail in Fig. 2,
which pins pass through holes in the T
iron '8 4t the top. When the frame is
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placed on the keyboard of the machine and .

positively engaged with the T iron at the
bottom, the top of the frame can be swung
inwardly with the pins 6-—6 drawn down so
that they pass under the T iron 3 and en-
gage with the holes therein when released,




thug holding the frame firmly in place.

~These pins are spring pressed, so as to main-

10

‘tain engagement with the T iron 3.

At suitable intervals between the up-
rights are pivoted swinging bars or_plates
7-—T shown in perspective in Fig. 3. At
the left hand end these bars each have a stud
8 .that engages with the upright 4 on the
left of the frame. These bars also have a
stud 9 at their right hand end, that engages
with the upright 4 on the right of the ma-
chine. Both of these studs are long studs
and around the stud 9 is coiled a spring

which presses against the pin 10 so as to
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push it to the right, thus holding the bar 7
firmly to the right and against the upright
4 in that direction. Integral with the bar
7 at its right hand end is a short stud 11,
which engages with a hole in the upright
4 when the bar 7 is in its vertical position.
This stud can be disengaged from its hole
by moving the bar 7 to the left, in which
case the bar 7 can be turned down to the
position shown in Fig. 5.
7 is in its upright position with the stud

" 11 engaging a corresponding hole with the

upright 4, the bar 7 is held at its right hand
end from being turned. down. It is also

. positively held at its left hand end from
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slots 24 in {he bar 21,

being turned down in the manner that I
will now describe. ‘

Fastened to the upright 4 at the left hand
end of the machine is a lock 18. This lock
has a bolt 14 thereon, which controls a ver-
tical sliding bar 15. At regular intervals
thereon this-bar is recessed as shown at 16
in Fig. 8. Opposite each of these recesses
cccurs a sliding bolt 17, which bolt at its
left hand end has a stud 18 projecting 'into
the slot 16. These bolts 17 are mounted to
slide on the studs 25 on the upright 4 at the
left of the frame, and to engage with said
studs each bolt 17 is provided with a slot 26.
The stud 18-passes through a slot 22 in the
Dar 21. by which it is held to a Jimited hori-
zontal movement only. - Atitsright handend
each bolt 17 is upset to engage with the bar
7. Tf the key is inserted in the lock 15 and
the bolt 14 thereof is drawn up, the bar 15
will be raised so that the horizontal part of
the slot 16 is opposite the stud 18 on the bolt
17, in which position the bolt 17 can be
drawn to the left out of engagement with
the bar 7.
tween the bar 15 and each of the bolts 17,
so that any of these bolts 17 can be placed in
locking or unlocking position at will. If a
bolt 17 iy placed to the right it will lock its
Dbar 7, and it it is placed to the Teft 1t will ve-
Tease its bar 7. The bar 16 1s mounted to

slide om the bar 22, and for that purpose is”

provided with studs 23 that engage’ with
SeesWir. 10 A stud

19 is plaeced on the hack of the holl 17 so as
to prevent endwise movement of the bar 7

When the bar.

. positien.

Similar connections exist be-

1,036,276

‘as well, it being.remiembered that ine bar 7

cannot be turned down until it is fivst drawn
to the left far enough to disengage its stud
1'1d from the upright 4 on the right hand
side. . - L

With the bar 15 unlocked and raised, the
bolts 17—17 can’all be placed in unlocking
position, in which position all of the un-
lecked bars T can be réturned to the verti-
cal position, and other bars 7 can be turned

down therefrom, after which any or all of

the bolts 17—17 can be returned to their
locking' position, thus preventing the bars
7 from being changed from the poesition in

which they have been placed, after which g

the bar 15 can be returned to locking posi-
tion, thus holding -the parts in the adjust-
ment made. . ' » '

If the Republican candidates arve placed
on the top party line, and the Democratic
candidates are placed on the second party
line, and the Prohibition  candidates are
placed on .the third party line, ete., &
separate bar as above described will be
provided for each of these lines of keys.

“If now a Republican voter presents him-

self and states that he wishes to vote on
the Republican ticket, the election officers

70

75

85

90

will nnlock the top bar and turn it down, -

and lock the remaining barvs in their vertical
_ They will then withdraw the
key from the lock 13 and leave the voter in
secrécy to vote as he wishes on the candi-
dates of that party. Tf asecond Republican
volter comes, the machine need not be
changed, but if the next voter is a Democrat
instead, then the election officers must un-
lock the lock 13, move the bolt 17 to corre-
spond, replacing the bars 7 on the top row
and turning the bars 7 down on the second
row, after which he will lock them in these
positions, after.which the Deémocratic voter
can vote on the candidates of his party and
none other.

It is usually the case that-more than ong 11

candidate is running for each office on each
party in the primary election in ecrder
secure the nomination for the regular elec-
tion. Thus, for the office of mayor, there
may be 4 or 5 candidates on tlie Republi-
can party and a sintilar number for each of
the other offices. Tn this case it will not be
paossible to place all of these candidates on
the first party row, but two or three party

rows will have to be devoted to the Republi- 1

can party. It is obvious in such case that
when the Republican voter presents himself,
if three party rows are devoted to the can-
didates of  his-party, that all of the bars
locking thase kevs must be turned dow
release thie kevs of the party rows belong
to the Republican party, and that the other
bars must be locked against voting. - In such
case T prefer to provide a grid comprising
two or more bars as the case 1may be, so that

G
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such bars may be turned down at a single
operation or locked at a single operation, as
the emergency may require. In Fig. 5 I
have shown an end view of such a grid
5 turned down, the grid 12 in that case serving
to lock or release two party rows of keys
at one operation. It will be understood in
“this connection that the term “party row
of keys ” is not used with its ordinary signifi-
10 .cance, but merely refers to the row of keys
as they are arranged on the machine for the
use of separate parties in a regular election,
the first horizontal row of keys being one
party row fora regular election, and the sec-
15 ond horizental row being the second party
row for a regular election, ete.

The lockout bars 7 are of substantially the
same length and width as the label holders.
This appears from Figs. 1 and 5. This

2¢ makes it possible for the lockout bars to fill
‘a double purpose, namely, lock out the keys
by party rows and conceal the label holders
and their contents, namely, the labels having
thereon the names of the candidates. These

25 label holders are substantially as shown in
Patent No, 886,061. - When the keys are un-
locked by dropping the bars, the ballot la-

_ bels are exposed with the names of the can-

‘didates thereon. In this way only the names.

30 of the .candidates that can be voted on are
exposed, all others being concealed. - It will

also be understood that all the keys are at all.

times exposed and accessible but are posi-

‘tively locked against operation by the bars
36 used in the lockout except when the bars are

“moved to release them., »

two or more party rows of keys for one
40 party, in which case the candidates will be
arranged on the keyboard in such manner
. as to best utilize the space thereof, as well
" as to serve the convenience of the voter. If
there were six candidates for the office of
46 mayor in a Republican party, and the Repub-
lican party cccupied three party rows on the
machine, the Republican candidates for
mayor would occupy the first two office lines
of the first three party rows, six keys in all.
50 Ag but one of these could be voted for by
any one voter, the interlock would have to
be adjusted accordingly at the back of the
machine previous to the election, but this
has been fully described in a prior applica-

86 tion and need not be repeated here.
In this manner T have devised a primary

election lockout suitable for dividing the

-machine among the various parties inter-
ested in the primary election, so that the
80 alection officers at will may confine the voter
to voting on the party of his choice, permit-
ting him to freely exercise his legal rights
thereon and preventing him from veting en
any other party, the lcckeut arrangements
65 heing capable of easy and rapid changes to

As above pointed out, in a primary’eigc—.
tion it is frequently necessary to combine’

meet the requiremenfs of the politics of the
voters regardless of the order in which: they

‘may present themselves. g

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and patentable is as follows: 44

1. The combination in a voting machine
of a keyboard, keys pivoted thereon and ar- "
ranged in parallel rows, a bar mounted ad- .- -
jacent each row of keys so as to lock said
keys against operation, said bar being g5
mounted to swing away from said keys to
release them for voting operation,. label
holders between said rows o? keys, each of . .
said bars concealing a label holder and its
contents in the one position and exposing. gg-
the label holder and its contents in the other
position. ’ : '

2. The combination in a voting machine
of a keyboard, keys pivoted thereon and ar- ,
ranged in parallel rows, a bar mounted on gp
the outside of the keyboard and adjacent to
each row of keys so as to lock said keys -
against operation, said bar being mounted
to swing away from said keys to release .
them for voting operation, label holders g
between said rows.of keys, each of said bars -
concealing a label holder and its contents in
the one position and exposing the label
holder and its contents in the other position.

3. The combination in a voting machine gs
of a keyboard with keys pivoted thereon ar-
ranged in parallel rows, a bar for each row
of keys, projections on said keys for engsig-
ing with said bars while in locking position,
saxd bars being movable either to® ocking or. 100
unlocking position, to lock the keys against -
movement or release them for voting opera-
tion, label holders between said rows of keys, - -
each of said bars concealing a. label holder .
and its contents in the one position and ex~ 105"
posing the label holder and its contents in
the other position. ‘ e

4. The combination in a voting: machine
of a keyboard with keys pivoted thereon ar-
ranged in parallel rows, a bar for each row 110
of keys, projections on said keys for engag-
ing with said bars while in locking: position,
said bars being movable either to locking or
unlocking position, to lock the keys against
movement or release them for voting oper- 115
ation, said bars being mounted on the out-
side of the  machine, label holders between
said rows of keys,each: of said bars. conceal-
ing a label holder and its contents in‘the one

‘position and exposing the label holder and 120

its ‘contents in the other position. . .

5. The combination in a voting machine -
of a keyboard having pivoted keys arranged -
thereon in parallel party rows, & bar remov- -
ably applied to each of said party rows of125
keys to lock said keys against: voting oper- -
ation, means for holding said bars in locking'

osition, label holders between said rows of
Eeys, each of said bars concealing & label
holder and its contents in the one position 130
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and exposing the label holder and its con-
tents in the other position,

6. The combination in a voting machine
of a keyboard having keys arranged thereon
in parvallel party rows, a bar removably ap-
plied to each of said party rows of keys
to lock said keys against voting opération,
means for holding said bars in locking posi-
tion, said bars being mounted on the outside
of the machine, label holders between said
rows of keys, each of said bars concealing a
label holder and its contents in the one posi-

tion and cxposing the label holder and its

contents in the other position. ,

7. The combination in a voting machine
of a keyboard having pivoted voting devices
thereon, mieans applied to the keyboard of
the machine for locking said voting devices
against operation by party rows, said means
being movable in part or in whole, sa as to
unlock one or more of said party rows of
keys for voting operation, label holders ad-
jacent to -said voting devices, each of said
means operating to conceal a label holder
and its contents in the one position and oper-
ating to expose the label holder and its con-
tents in the other position. -

8. The combination in a voting machine
of a keyboard having voting devices thereon,
means applied to the outside of the keyboard
of the machine for locking said voting de-
vices against operation by party rows, said

as to unlock one or more of said party rows
of keys for voting operation, label holders
adjacent to said voting devices, each of said
means operating to conceal a label holder
and its contents in the one position and oper-
ating to expose the label holder and its con-
tents in the other position.

9. The combination in a voting machine
of a keyboard, pivoted voting devices there-
on, lockout bars for holding said. voting de-
vices, said lockout bars being  movably
monnted on said keyboard, the lock for eon-
trofling said lockout bars, label holders ad-

jacent to said. voting devices, each of said

50
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Tockout bars operating . to conceal a -label
holder and its contents when ii-ene position

and operating to expose the label holder and

its contents when in the other position.

10. The combination in a voting machine
of u keyboard, voting devices thereon, lock-
out bars for holding said voting devices,
said iockout bars movably mounted on the

“outside of said keyboard, the lock for con-

frolline said lockout bars, Jabel holders ad-
N 5 3

jacent to said voting devices, each of said
lockout hars- operating Lo conceal a label

“holder-and its contents when in onge position
and operating to expose the label holder and

its contents: when in the other position.
1L:Insa voting machine, the combination

of:ackeyhoard; keys pivoted thercon and ar-

ranged in party rows, u locking law piveted

1,036,276

under each party row, said bar being mov-
able to position to obstruct the voting move-
ment of said keys and away from said keys
to permit the voting operation thereof, label
holders adjacent to said keys, each of said
locking hars operating to conceal a label
holder and its contents when in one position
and operating to expose the label holder
and its contents when in the other position.
12. In a voting machine, the combina-
tien”of a keyboard, keys pivoted thereon
and arranged in party rows, meang for lock-
ing said keys by party rows against voting
operacion, said means comprising a frame
removably applied to the front of the key
plate, bars pivotally mounted in said frame,

70
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for_movement to engage with the keys, one

bar Tor each party row of keys and mears
for holding said keys in locking position.
18.  The combination in a voting machine
of a keyboard, keys pivoted thereon in party
rows, a frame mounted. on said keyboard,
bars pivoted on said frame, one for each
row of keys,and fiounted to swing toward
and away from said keyboard.and from
its yow of keys, to lock or release said keys,

88

90

bolts to hold said bars in position to lock .

said keys, a single bar to lock said bolts
and ‘a lock for said bar. S
14. In a'locking device for lockout bars,

the ¢ombination of a stationary upright bar

having horizontal slots therein, a bar mov-
.able vertically mounted to slide adjacent to
said stationary bar U shaped recesses in said

movable bar, bolts mounted adjacent to said.

stationary bar and having'studs engaging
with'the horizontal slots therein and with the
U shaped recesses in the movable bar, said
bolts being freely movable back and forth
wlien the movable bay is up, but being held
ab either end of its movement only when the
movable bar is'down.

15, In a locking device for lockout bars,
the combination of a stationary upright bar
having hgtizontal slots therein, a bar mov-
able vertidally.-mounted to, slide adjacent
to said-stationary bar, U shaped recesses in
i ble har, bolts mounted adjacent to
said stationary bar and having studs engag-
ing ‘with the. horizontal slots therein and
with the U shaped recesses in the movable
bar, said bolts being freely movable back
and forth when the movable bar is up, and
heing held at either end of its movement
only when the movable bar is down, a lock
for holding said movable bar down.

16. ‘The combination in a voting machine
of a keyboard, a frame mounted thereon,
barg pivotally mounted in said frame, said
hars having a small endwise Ir;(/)‘v'ement, on
‘their pivots, a stud on each of said bars, a
recess on fhe frame for each, of said studs
with which said stud ean eng:;,/ge"to lock the
bHar againgt rotation.

/o7
17. The combination in a voting machine

I
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of a keyboard of keys mounted therecon and
extending therethrough, said, keys being ar-
ranged in parallel rows, a bar mounted on
the outside of said keyboard adjacent to the
keys in each vow, each of said bars being
rotatable to locking and unlocking position,
said bars engaging their respective keys
while in locking position to hold them
against voting operation, and releasing the
keys while in unlocking position so as to
permit the voting operation therebf.

18. The combination in a voting machine
of a keyboard having pivoted voting devices
thercon, pivoted means applied to said key-

board for locking said voting devices against.

operation by party rows, said means operat-
ing upon each party row separately or upon
two or more rows collectively. _

19. The combination in a voting machine
of a keyboard having pivoted voting devices
thereon arranged in party rows, a frame
mounted thereon, bars pivoted in said frame
to lock said keys by party rows, connections
between a plurality of said bars whereby a
plurality of party rows of keys may be

+locked collectively at one.operation.

20. The combination in a voting machine
of a keyboard, keys pivoted thereon, a frame
removably mounted on said keyboard said
frame having bars pivotally mounted there-
on with which to control th operation of
said keys.

21. The combination in a voting machine
of a keyboard, keys pivoted thereon, a T
iron at the top and bottom of said keyboard,
a frame mounted on said keyboard, said

“frame having a lower and an upper member,

said frame having recesses in its lowest
member, pins on the T iron below the key-
board to engage with said member, spring
pressed pins slidingly mounted on the upper
member of said framne, recesses in the T iron
at the top of the keyboard with which said
pins engage to hold said frame in place.

92, The combination in a voting machine

-of a keyboard with keys pivoted thereon ar-

ranged in parallel rows, a bar for each row

8

of keys, projections on said keys for engag-
ing with said bars while in locking position,
said bars being movable either to locking
or unlocking position, to lock the keys
against movement or release them for vot-
ing operation, by ows, and means for posi-
tively resetting and locking all the keys on
the machine after each voting operation.

93. The combination in a voting machine
of a keyboard with keys pivoted thereon ar-
ranged in parallel rows, a bar for each row
of keys, projections on said keys for engag-
ing with said -bars while in locking position,
said bars being movable either to locking
or unlocking position, to lock the keys
against movement or release them for vot-
ing operation by rows, said bars being
mounted on the outside of the machine, and
means for positively resetting and locking
all the keys on the machine after each vot-
ing operation.

94, The combination in a voting machine
of a keyboard having piveted keys arranged
thereon in parallel party rows, a pivoted bar
removably applied to each of said party
row of keys to lock said keys against voting
operation, and means for holding said bars
in locking position, and means for posi-
tively resetting and locking all the keys on
the machine after each voting operation."

25. The combination in a voting machine
of a keyboard having keys arranged thereon
in parallel party rows, a pivoted bar re-
movably applied to each of said party rows
of keys to lock:said keys against voting op-
eration, means for holding said bars in lock-
ing position, sald bars being mounted on the
outside of the machine, and means for posi-

_tively resetting and locking all the keéys on

the machine after each voting operation.
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In testimony whereof I affix my signature -

in presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM J. LAUSTERER.
Witnesses:

Froen C. MinLeg,
Avzxanver B. Coroining,




