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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JOHN A. EKELUND, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Min 
neapolis, in the county of Hennepin and 
State of Minnesota, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Toy Kick 
ing Horses; and I do hereby declare the fol— 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, such as will enable 
others skilled in the art to which it apper 
tains to make and use the same. 
My invention has for its object to provide 

an improved toy, and to this, end the inven 
tion consists of the novel devices and combi 
nations of devices hereinafter described and 
de?ned in the claims. 
In the accompanying drawings which illus 

trate the invention, like characters indi 
cate like parts throughout the several views. 
Referring to the drawings: Figure l is a 

view in side elevation with some parts sec 
tioned, showing the improved toy; and Fig. 
2 is a view partly in rear elevation and 
partly in transverse vertical section on the 
line 5122 m2 of Fig. 1. 
As preferably designed, the toy comprises 

a truck with a toy horse, and an inclined 
runway applied thereto, and with the horse 
arranged to kick a toy cart truck or other 
traveling object off from the said inclined 
runway. ' 

The numeral 1 indicates the platform, and 
the numeral 2 the wheels of the main truck 
which carries the kicking horse and runway. 
The inclined runway is preferably in the 
form of a chute 3, the upper end of which is 
approximately horizontal and the lower end 
of which is detachably interlocked to an in 
clined holding bracket 4 on the platform 1. 
The lower portions of the runway 3 and the 
intermediate portion of the bracket 41- are 
cut away to afford clearance for ‘an up 
wardly spring pressed latch plate 5, the-for 
wardly projecting prongs of which, as 
shown, are attached at 6 to a raised bar 7 on 
the platform 1. 
The ?gure or part which represents the 

toy horse is preferably formed from sheet 
metal and the body 8 thereof, is provided 
with rigidly secured front legs 9 and a pair 
of hind legs 10. The front legs 9 are piv 
otally attached at their lower ends at 11 to 
the front portion of the platform bar 7 , and 
the rear legs 10 are pivotally attached by a 
bolt 12 to the body 8. The said hind legs 

10 are preferably connected by a spacing 
thimble and rivet 13 so that they will be 
given common pivotal movements, and near 
their lower or foot ends, are provided with 
latch lugs or shoulders 14 that are adapted 
to be engaged under the front edge of the 
latch plate 5. A spring 15 is coiled around 
the pivot bolt 12 and one end anchored to 
the body 8, and its other end anchored to 
one of the rear legs 10. An operating cord 
or flexible connection 16 is attached to the 
foot of one of the rear legs 10 and is passed 
downward through perforations in the plat~ 
form 1, and thence, rearward through a 
guide eye 17 on the rear end of said plat 
form. The head or front portion of the 
body 8 is yieldingly drawn downward, pref 
erably, by a coiled spring 18 attached there 
to and to a toy ?gure 19 which represents 
a man or boy and which is anchored or rig 
idly secured to the front portion of the plat 
form 1. , 

The numeral 20 indicates a small cart or 
truck which is adapted to be run by gravity 
downward on the runway 3 and which is 
provided with a forwardly projecting trip 
plate 21 that is adapted to strike the rear 
legs 10 of the toy horse, just above the latch 
plate 5. As shown, the toy representation 
of a man or boy is applied on the cart 20. 
The detachable connection between the 

lower end of the runway 3 and the bracket 
4E is, as shown, made by laterally spaced 
lugs 23 on the ends of said runway, which 
are adapted to enter perforated keepers 24: 
on the sides of said bracket 4:. A suitable 
draw cord 25 is preferably attached to the 
front end of the platform 1 so that the en 
tire device may be drawn over the floor. 
The operation of the improved toy is sub 

stantially as follows: The toy horse is 
drawn downward and latched in a position 
indicated by full lines in Fig. 1. Prefer 
ably by taking hold of the cord 25 in one 
hand and the cord 16 with the other hand, 
and drawing rearward on the latter while 
holding the truck against movement by the 
former. In this way the latch shoulders 14 
of the rear legs 1.0 are engaged with the 
latch plate 5 so that the horse is held in 
normal position, as stated, against the ten 
sion of both of the springs 15 and 18. The 
tripping cart 20 being then placed at the 
top of the runway, allowed to run down 
ward thereon by gravity, its trip plate 21 
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will engage the lower ends of the legs 10 
and press the same slightly forward against 
the tension of the spring 15, thereby releas 
ing the said legs from the latch tripping 
plate 5. “Then the rear legs are thus re 
leased from the latch plate, the springs 15 
and 18 will simultaneously act and the 
former will impart a rearward kicking 
movement to the said legs, simultaneously 
with a movement of the body 8 forward 
and upward into position indicated by dotted 
lines in Fig. 1. This movement very closely 
approximates the movement of a kicking 
horse and the rear and upward movement 
of the rear legs acting against the tripping 
plate 21 of the said cart will kick the latter 
backward and upward and o? from the 
runway. The tripping cart kicked into the 
air in the manner stated is indicated by 
dotted lines in Fig. l. 
The toy described affords great amuse~ 

ment for children and others, furthermore, 
may be constructed and sold at small cost. 
For the purposes of shipment and storage 

the runway 3 may be easily lifted out of the 
bracket 4. As is evident, instead of a ?gure 
of a horse, a figure of various other animals 
may be employed, and instead of the so 
called tripping cart, other objects arranged 
to travel the .inclined runway or chute, may 
be employed. 
What I claim is: 
1. The combination with a support, of a 

body having a rigid front leg and a pivoted 
rear leg, the said front leg being pivotally 
attached to said support at its lower end, 
a yielding connection between said body 
and support tending to raise the rear por 
tion thereof, an independent yielding de 
vice tending to swing said rear leg rear-c 
ward and upward, a latch for securing said 
rear leg in a downward and forwardly 
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drawn position, and means for releasing said 
latch to produce the kicking movement. 

2. The combination with a support and 
an inclined runway, of a body having front 
legs pivotally connected to said support and 
provided with pivoted rearwardly spring 
pressed rear legs, yielding means tending 
to draw the front end portion of said body 
downward, a latch at the lower portion of 
said runway engageable with said rear legs 
to hold the same drawn downward and for 
ward and a device adapted to travel loosely 
on said runway and to engage the said piv~ 
oted rear legs and disengage the same from 
said latch, to thereby produce a kicking 
movement, substantially as described. 

3. The combination with a support and 
an inclined runway detachably connected 
thereto, of a body having front legs pivoted. 
to said support and provided with rear~ 
wardly spring pressed pivoted rear legs with 
latch shoulders, a spring yieldingly draw 
ing downward on the front portion of said 
body, a latch applied to said support at the 
lower portion of said runway and engage 
able with the shoulders of said rear legs, a 
flexible connection to said rear legs guided 
by the said plat-form and adapted, when 
pulled upon, to engage the latch shoulders 
of said rear legs with said latch, and a. trip— 
ping cart movable on said runway and pro 
vided with a forwardly projecting tripping 
plate engageable with said rear legs to dis 
engage the same from said latch, substan 
tially as described. 
In testimony whereof I a?ix my signa 

ture in presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN A. EKELUND. 
Witnesses : 

BERNIOE G. WHEELER, 
HARRY D. KILGORE. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for ?ve cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.” 
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