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To all whom 4t may concern:
Be it known that I, Eart G. KiMmuMEL, a
citizen of the United States, residing -at

- Johnstown, in the county of Cambria and
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State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Mail-
Bags, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings. '

This invention relates to improvements in
mail bags and the like. '

The objects of my invention are to pro-
vide a mail bag which shall have a relatively
small closure and to have a closure which
shall reduce the possibility of taking mail
from the bag and to have the parts of said

“closure relatively strong but comparatively

very light. v

Other objects of my invention will become
apparent as it is more fully set forth.

In the appended drawings, which  illus-
trate by way of example, an embodiment of
my invention, Figure 1 represents a view in
perspective of an open bag embedying my
invention; Fig. 2 is a plan view of a mail
bag in closed position; Fig. 8 is a sectional
view along the line o—a of Fig. 2; Fig.
4 is a sectional view along the line 5—b of
Fig. 2; Fig, 5 is a sectional view showing
a holder supporting the bag; and Fig. 6
is a detail of the holder showing an invert-
ed view for the mail bag. -

Similar reference characters refer to simi-
lar parts throughout the drawings.

In the accompanying drawings, 1 repre-
sents a mail bag which is provided in its
upper or mouth portion with an extra. fold

of material 2 adapted to fold between the:

bag when the same .is in closed position.
This fold of material is provided in the bag
by lengthening the front upper side portion
of the same, this lengthening being prefer-
ably arranged for, when the bag is being
constructed. The bag is so arranged, as just
described, in order to permit the bag to be
folded on itself and closed in the manner to
be disclosed in a later part of the specifica-
tion. Mounted on the top of .the bag is a
leather piece 3 having a narrower pilece 4
fastened to its inner side. These pieces of
leather are fastened or sewed to the one-
half of the bag of that side opposite that
which has the folded portion 2. Mounted
and secured to the edge of the other side is
a hinged framework 5 which is provided
with a hinge 6 on the middle portion there-

épeciﬁcation of Letters Patent.

of. - This hinge is preferably shaped of a
somewhat wedge design, and of two plates
and connecting rivets. The framework 5 con-
sists of two pairs of plates having one of
their edges somewhat rounded, as clearly in-
dicated in the drawings. Between each pair
of plates are disposed a number of ‘pieces
of leather which are flush on the straight
edge of the.frame, but which leave a slight
groove 7 on the curved side, this groove be-

. Patented Apr.2,1912.
Application filed -April 26, 1911. Serial No. 623,345. : -
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ing large enough to permit the insertion of -

the narrow piece of leather 4 when the bag
is in a closed position. '

8 are rivets for fastening the various
pieces of leather to the framework.

In order to keep the plates closed a catch
9 is provided on one end of the upper por-
tion of the plates, for which purpose I an-
ticipate the use of a hasp and lock or other
suitable means for locking these parts to-
gether.” The hinges 10 are provided on the
end of the framework and secured to the
ends of the pieces of leather 8 and 4 in order
to keep these parts suitably together. In
order to close the folded portion 2 a draw
string 11 is provided for the purpose and,
in order that the edges may come in line
with one another, a lip 12 is fastened to one
side of the framework and a slot 18 made for
it on the other side.
~In operation, the bag is usually in a posi-
tion shown in Fig. 1 ready to receive the

mail, ete. The operator draws the string 11,

which leaves the bag fully open, and the
portion 2 out of the way. The framework
5, by its shape and position, tends to stiffen
out the leather 4 and 5 and keep the bag
open. When the bag is full the frame pieces
5 are pulled in the direction of the arrows
and closed with the leather pieces 38 around
them, and thereby force the inner portion
or narrow pieces of leather 4 into the groove
7. which tightens the leather around and
securely to the outer or curved portion of the
framework. Before the edges are brought
entirely together the draw-string is loosened
so that the bag will not interfere with the
closing of the framework. As the parts
come in close contact the lip 12 is guided
into the groove 18, and the straight edges
of the framework brought close together,
and then the hasp or catch is locked. It
will be noticed in Fig. 2 that as the frame-
work is brought together the peculiar shape
of the hinge 6 not only serves as a hinge, but
also serves to lock and cover that portion of
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the framework. At the same time its round-
ed portion serves to give shape and strength
to the leather. The draw string 11 is pro-
vided in order that the fold 2 of the bag
may be drawn up close to the framework so
that it will be out of the way when the mail
is deposited within the bag.

In Fig. 4 is shown a peculiar shaped
holder which is particularly suitable for
holding this type of a bag. The holder can
be fastened to any suitable place in a hori-
zontal position so that its lip or tooth 14 ex-
tends beyond the edge of said support. A
little way from the outer edge of this piece,
and under a portion of the lip 14 is a catch
15 which serves to catch onto the hinge 6 of
the framework and adjust itself, until the
outer portion of the lip fits into the groove
4 of the framework, thereby securely hold-
ing the mail bag in position to receive mail
and the like.

The part 2 of the bag has surplus ma-
terial provided therein, in order to enable
the bag to be readily folded in the manner
described. The draw-string 11 is particu-
larly intended to draw up this surplus ma-
terial so that it will be out of the way when
the bag is opened and in a position to receive
the mail or the like.

While I intend this particular type of bag
to be used for mail transportation, still I do
not wish to limit myself to its use ‘in this

1,021,837

particular way as I anticipate that it can be
used for many purposes other than these, and
T do not wish to limit myself in any way,
otherwise than necessitated by the prior art,
as many modifications of my invention can
be made without departing from the princi-
ples thereof.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim :—

In a mail bag, the combination of a strip
of flexible material fastened on one-half of
the upper portion thereof, plates having one
of each of their end portions hinged to the
end portions of said strip, said plates hav-
ing their outer portions relatively flat and
their inner portions convexly shaped, a hinge
connecting the other ends of said plates
and arranged to permit the end portions of
said plates connected thereto to move in-

| wardly, so that their convex sides will en-

gage with said flexible material and close
the opening of said bag, said hinge being
also arranged to permit the flat portions of
said plates to engage with one another when
in closed position.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my-

signature in the presence of two witnesses.

EARL G. KIMMEL.
‘Witnesses:
E. C. WravER,
H. J. McCrESNEY.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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