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My invention relates to card filing devices 
and more particularly to a protected file 
unit or box to contain a succession of data 
sheets or record cards, with means to enable 

5 the selection of a desired card or data sheet 
with facility and dispatch, while prevent 
ing unauthorized tampering with the rec 
ords or the removal of such sheets or cards. 

In the present invention there is embodied 
10 a box-like container, having a transparent 

normally, locked lid or cover through which 
the data sheets or cards may be observed, 
the container having access openings therein 
through which a spatula or other suitable 

15 instrument may be inserted for the purpose 
of turning the cards or separating the col 
lection of cards into portions by oscillating 
them to and fro to expose any selected card. 
To facilitate the turning over or oscillation 

20 of the cards within the container, the access 
openings for the spatula or implement are 
preferably located in a movable section in 
the present instance in a traveling belt, 
which passes over guide rollers at the cor 

25 ners of the lid, and is intermittently ad 
vanced by the pulling effort upon the in 
serted spatula or instrument, necessary to 
turn or separate the cards. In lieu of the 
endless belt there may be employed a suc 
cession of short rollers arranged side by 
side with sufficient play or lost motion to 
permit the insertion of the separating spat 
ula, between any two rollers, or such access 
openings for the insertion of the card-turn 
ing implement may be made in a reciproca 
tory bar, mounted in the side of the con 
tainer. If it is desired that cards or data 
sheets shall be placed in the file box or con 
tainer, the transparent lid is provided with 
spaced transversely arranged slots, through 
which additional cards or data sheets may 
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be deposited between particular guides of 
the card or sheet collection within the box. 
If it is desired te lock the container against 
such deposit of additional cards or data 
sheets, transverse stop bars or wires are pro 
vided which by relative movement of the 
slotted transparent top and such stop wires 
are brought into registry with the slot or 
moved out of registry at the will of the 
operator. To prevent the deflection of a 
card or data sheet over or around such stor. 
bar, the transverse rods or bars are pref 
erably channelled. The relative adjustment 
of the slotted transparent top and such stop 
rods or bars is controlled by a key-operated 
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not only be cheapened in construction and 

lock. The object of the invention is to im 
prove the structure as well as the operation 
of file boxes or containers whereby they will 

60 
economical in manufacture, but will be eas 
ily and quickly operated to effect the selec 
tion of the desired card or data sheet, com 
pact in form adaptable to a wide range of 
uses and unlikely to get out of repair. 
A further primary object of the invention 

is to provide full and complete protection 
against the intentional abstraction or acci 
dental loss of record cards or data sheets, 
or the alteration of records contained there 
on by rendering the information or data 
sheets contained in the file box inaccessible 
for removal or alteration or destruction, yet 
easily and quickly available for observation. 
A further object of the invention is to provide improved protective means for a 

series of cards or data sheets, which while preventing removal or tampering therewith, 
will nevertheless enable the addition or in 
Sertion at selected points of additional cards 
or data sheets and to further provide means 
for locking the file box or container against 
the insertion of such additional record sheets. 
With the above primary and other inci 

dental objects in view as will more fully 
appear in the specification, the invention 
consists of the features of construction, the 
parts and combinations thereof, and the 
mode of operation or their equivalents as 90 
hereinafter described and set forth in the 
claims. 
In the accompanying drawing, wherein is 

shown the preferred, but obviously not nec 
essarily the only form of embodiment of the 95 
invention, Fig. 1 is a perspective view of 
the assembled file box or container, showing 
the cards therein, and a file index mounted 
on top of the box or container. Fig. 2 is 
a longitudinal sectional view of the file box 
or container, with a series of cards therein. 
Figs. 8 and 4 are detail perspective views 
of a slotted closure top in unlocked and 
locked positions. Fig. 5 is a bottom plan 
view partly broken away of a transparent 
top or lid removed from the box or con 
tainer. Fig. 6 is a sectional perspective. view of the transparent closure lid, showing 
the relation of the endless traveling aper 
tured belt. Fig. 7 is a detail perspective 
view illustrating a modification wherein a 
series of independent rollers are employed 
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in lieu of apertured belt. Fig. 8 is a side 
elevation of the lid or closure partly broken away, illustrating a reciprocatory bar hav 
ing apertures thereinsto be employed in lieu 
of the belt or rollers. Fig. 9 is a perspective 
view of the file box i.e. of glass. 
Fig. 10 shows a modification of Fig. 9, with 
the box open. Fig. 11 is a detail view of the 
sheet-retaining means for the guide cards 
and fixed data sheets between which cards 
may be loosely deposited. Fig. 12 is a de 
tail view of the modification illustrated in 
Fig. 7. w t 
Like parts are indicated by similar char 

acters of reference throughout the several 
views, 

Referring to the drawings, 1 is a box or 
container preferably, though not necessar 
ily formed from sheet metal and having hol 
low walls 2, which afford stability. The box 
1 is adapted to contain a series or collection 
of file cards, data sheets or other record 

25 

revoluble 

cards 2. They are supported in inclined 
grouped relation by an adjustable follower 
3, movable longitudinally by a screw shaft 4 
in the bottom of the box, and operated by a 

knob 5, projecting exteriorly 
thereof. At the forward portion of the box 

30 
is provided a hinged plate or follower 6, 
operated by a pushrod or stem 6', to oscil 
late rearwardly such portion of cards 2 as 
may have been shifted forward to expose a 

35 
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selected card or data sheet. The container 1 
is provided with a closure lid 7, which may 
be hinged to the box 1 but which is normally 
locked to prevent access to the box or con 
tainer, and tampering with the cards or 
data sheets therein. The box lid or cover is 
provided with a transparent panel 8, 
through which the inscriptions upon the 
cards or data sheets 2 may be observed. In 
the event that it is intended that additional 
cards or data sheets shall be inserted or de 
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of any implement by which the depos 
5 

posited within the box or container between 
certain selected cards of the collection 2, the 
transparent panel 8 is composed of a series 
of spaced sections of transparent material 
preferably glass, leaving therebetween nar 
row slots or crevices 9. Such slots 9 are of 
comparatively narrow width, only sufficient 
to admit the card or sheet to be deposited, 
but not wide enough to permit the E. 

l 

cards or sheets might be withdrawn. If 
the file container is intended merely as a de 
pository for records to which no additions 
are to be made by persons not having access 
to the container, the transparent observation 

O 
panel 8 may be continuous throughout and 
the depository slots 9 may be omitted. 
However, by providing for the deposit of 
such additional record cards through the 
slotted top, the file may be employed for 
stock accounting, directoryEE or for 
workmen's time records. In such applica 

011 

tion, the guide cards of the file group 2 may 
indicate different classes of stock of which 
additions and deductions are indicated upon 
record cards deposited between the guides. 
Likewise the guides may indicate districts or 
delivery routes and the deposited cards may 
comprise a directory of such districts or 
routes, to which additions may be made from 
time to time. When used as a paymaster's 
record, the guides may disclose the names 
or numbers assigned to different workmen 
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whose daily time cards may be filed by be 
ing deposited through the slots. Whether 
provided with the deposit slots or not, the 
file may be used for a series of protected 
ledger cards. In any event, the record upon 
any card or sheet may be observed through 
the transparent panel, upon separating the 
cards by the spatula inserted through the 
lateral access opening, and if desired ad 
ditional cards or memoranda sheets may be 

85 

deposited from time to time through the 
slots in association with particular previous 
ly filed cards. To provide for the locking of 
such cover against the insertion or deposit 
of additional sheets or - cards, the spaced 
transparent sections of the panel 8 
mounted in a suitable frame 10, which in 
turn is mounted for limited reciprocatory 
movement in a fore and aft direction, or 
transverse to the direction of the slots 9, in 
the cover lid 7. The to and fro movement of 
this transparent framed panel is controlled 
by a key-operated lock 11, the ordinary lock 
bolt of which is connected to the panel 
frame, so that the frame is shifted to and fro 
as the lock is manipulated. Fixedly secured 
transversely in the main frame of the clo 
sure lidor top 7, and in spaced relation cor 
responding with that of the deposit slots 9, 
is a series of stop bars or wires 12. These 
stop bars or wires are preferably, though not 
necessarily, channelled, and are approxi 
mately of the size and shape of the ordinary 
umbrella ribof the present time. By the 
to and fro shifting movement of the trans 
parent panel 8, the deposit slots 9 thereof 
are moved into and out of registry with the 
stop wires or baffles 12. When, such slot 9 
is out of registry with the stop wire or baffle 
12, the record card or data sheet may be 
freely inserted as shown in Fig. 3. How 
ever, when adjusted to bring the slot 9 into 
registry with the stop wire or baffle 12, the 
slot will be closed, and the insertion of ad 

are 
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ditional sheets or cards' prevented, as shown, 
in Fig. 4. The grooved character of the baffle wire or stop 12, causes the trapping 
or engagement of the edge of the sheet or 
card, which might otherwise be passed over. 
or around the stop baffle, and into the con 
tainer. - . . . 

In the event that the file box or container 
is employed as a record file or to hold cards 
and sheets pertaining to personal trans 
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actions, as stock and bond records, signature 
cards for banks, policy records or the like, 
the records within the container may be 
divided numerically or the divisions and 
sub-divisions may embody both letters and 
numerals, in which event an alphabetical 
name index 13 is preferably though not nec 
essarily mounted on top of the container or 
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box. Such an index has been shown in Fig. 
1, consisting of a series of name lists, sub 
divided and tabbed alphabetically. This 
collection of name lists or alphabetical index 
is mounted in a suitable carrier 14, detach 
ably engaged beneath overhanging ledges 
or flanges 15, projecting from the margins 
of the closure lid 7. 
To enable the selection of any desired card, 

and separation of the collection or group of 
record cards 2 into portions to expose the se 
lected card by tilting a portion of such cards 
forwardly, the box or container 1 is provided 
in the side wall thereof, with a series of 
spaced apertures 16. A spatula or other thin 
bladed instrument 17, may be introduced 
through any one of the apertures 16, and by 
looking through the transparent panel 8 of 
the lid, the operator may guide such El 
or instrument 17 between any two adjacent 
cards. By movement of the spatula or se 
lecting instrument 17, those cards in advance 
of the point of separation may be tilted for 
wardly in the same manner that a card file 
is opened by manual manipulation when ac 
cess is afforded direct to the cards. There 
being a series of the apertures 16 which are 
located at spaced intervals, the operator se 
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lects the aperture most convenient to the 
point of operation or in other words, close to 
the card to be selected. The group or col 
lection of record cards may be separated at 
different points by inserting the implement 
17 through different apertures 16, and then 
transmitting through such inserted imple 
ment 17, the motion necessary to tilt the ad 
vance portion of the cards forwardly. These 
apertures 16 for the insertion of the select 
ing instrument 1 may be fixedly located in 
the side wall of the box or container. How 
ever, for convenience of operation, they are 
movable in relation with the container, 
whereby instead of a prying or oscillatory 
movement of the implement 17 as is neces 
sary to separate the records when the aper 
tures are stationary, the entire implement 17 
may be drawn forwardly and thus be made 
to follow the advance of the tilted or separ 
rated portions of the cards or record sheets. 
While several methods of enabling such 
shifting movement of the selecting imple 
ment 17, and the aperture 16, through which 
the implement is inserted, may be employed 
the preferred construction consists of an end 
less traveling belt 18, extending about guide 
rollers 26 located adjacent to the corners of 
the closure lid 7 and in which the apertures 

3 

16 are formed. The lid 7 is provided at one 
side with a slot 19, with which the traveling 
belt 18 registers, and by which the slot is 
closed except for the apertures 16 in the trav 
eling belt. The belt 18 may be of any suit 
able flexible material. It may be of thin 
metal, or of composition. However, in prac 
tice a leather belt 18 having the apertures 16 
formed therein at intervals is found very 
satisfactory particularly in view of the fact 
that it is noiseless in its movement. The im 
plement 17 being inserted through an aper 
ture 16 of the traveling belt 18, in close prox 
imity to the card to be selected, and thence 
inserted between the selected card and the 
one in advance thereof, the implement 17 is 
bodily drawn forwardly as indicated by the 
arrow in Fig. 1, carrying with it not only 
the separated portion of the cards within the 
box or container, but also the traveling aper 
tured belt 18. By employing an endless belt 
passing entirely about the closure lid 7, it is 
not necessary to return the belt preparatory 
to the next selecting operation. After each 
operation, the endless belt 18 is left in its ad 
vanced position and upon the succeeding op 
eration, the implement is inserted through 
another aperture and the belt again ad 
vanced. Thus the apertured belt 18 travels. 
through an intermittent step by step move 
ment around the lid 7, being enclosed with 
in the hollow or tubular margins of such 
closure lid. In Fig. 7 there is shown a modi 
fication, wherein in lieu of the endless travel 
ing apertured belt 18, a series of independent 
studs or rollers 20 are located side by side, in 
the channeled or tubular sides of the closure 
lid 7, to form a continuous series movable 
about the lid. The rollers are so propor 
tioned that when closely assembled in their 
containing tube or channel, there will be 
slight play between the respective rollers or 
studs sufficient to permit the insertion 
through an opening in the sides of the chan 
nel of the selecting implement 17 between 

: any two adjacent rollers or studs 20. That 
is to say, the series of studs or rollers does 
not quite fill the track or circuit, so that 
sufficient play or lost motion is permitted to 
enable any two studs or rollers to be sepa 
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rated a sufficient distance to enable the inser 
tion of the selecting implement 17. When 
this implement is inserted between adjacent 
studs or rollers 20 and engaged with the se 
lected cards within the box or container, it 
may be drawn forwardly thus advancing the 

120 

entire series of rollers or studs 20 in quite the 
same manner that the endless belt 18 is ad 
vanced. : 

As a further modification of this construc 
tion, there has been shown in Fig. 8 a re 
ciprocatory bar 21, mounted for to and fro 
movement in the side frame of the closure 
lid 7 and having therein the apertures for 
the insertion of the selecting implement 17. 
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This bar 21 is normally retracted by a spring 
22. The selecting implement 17 being in 
Serted through any one of the apertures 16, 
the implement and with it the bar 21 may 
be drawn forwardly against the tension of 
the spring 22, to tilt the separated portion 
of the card group. Upon release of the 
reciprocatory bar 21, it will be retracted by 
the Spring 22 preparatory to the next selec 
tion operation. The primary objection to 
the constructions shown in Figs. and 8 
is only the fact that they are somewhat more 
noisy than the endless belt construction 

1,685,011 

forward follower 6 is drawn upwardly and 
rearwardly by a cord 25, attached at one 
end to the oscillatory follower 6 and at its 
Opposite end to the spatula 17. This cord 
25, not only prevents the spatula being mis 
placed, and keeps it readily at hand, but 
provides a convenient means by which the 
cards may be restored and the spatula in 
Serted for a subsequent selection almost as 
a single motion. While holding the spatula 
preparatory to making the selection, a slight 
pull upon the cord 25 will restore the tilted 
cards. The cards in the file box illustrated 

shown in the preceding figures, and induce in Fig. 1 may be restored in the same man 
y a clicking sound as the rollers are displaced 

One against the other, or as the reciproca 
tory bar 21 is returned by the retraction of 
the spring. 
In Fig. 1 there have been shown additional 

apertures 23, located in proximity to the 
bottom of the box or container 1 through 
which the implement 17 may be inserted and 
by a prying or oscillatory movement em 
ployed to straighten or adjust the cards 
within the box or container, or to shift their 
lower bearing edges within the box to ac 
commodate an adjustment of the follower 
block 3. Such additional apertures 23 are 
not ordinarily necessary nor, essential but 
may be desirable under certain conditions 
of use. W 
In Figs. 9 and 10, there is shown a con 

struction wherein the box or container is 
provided with transparent glass sides, as 
well as top. This enables the operator to 
more readily observe the filed cards in mak 
ing a selection, and also admits light to en 
able the inscription or data to be more easily 
and quickly read. The cabinet or container 
as shown in Figs. 9 and 10 further differs 
from that shown in the preceeding figures, 
in that the slotted transparent top and trans 
parent side and end sections comprise the 
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integral cover unit, which is pivoted or 
hinged to the bottom portion. By thus ex 
tending the lid or cover previously described 
to include the full height of the side and 
end section, the filed cards are more easily 
accessible when the lid or cover portion is 
raised as shown in Fig. 10. While a travel 
ing apertured strap, an ages. reciproca 
tory bar, or relatively fixed spaced aper. 
tures in the side wall of the container as 
previously described may be employed in 
the construction shown in Figs. 9 and 10, 
the side wall of the box or container is 
shown provided with an elongated continu 
ous slot 24, through which the spatula or 
instrument 17 may be inserted for the pur 
pose of tilting the filed cards. The spatula 
17 may be engaged with any selected card, 
and thence moved longitudinally in the slot 
24, to tip the cards forwardly, and so open 
the file for observation. In lieu of the 
plunger stem 6 for returning the cards, the 

ner providing the cord 25 passing 
through an opening 26 in the side of the 
container and used in lieu of the push rod 
or stem 6. t 

In Fig. 9 the file cards are shown mount 
ed in a removable file support within the 
cabinet or box. This support consists of a 
flanged base 27 to which front and rear fol 
lowers 6 and 3' are hinged. The forward 
oscillation of the forward followers 6 is lim 
ited by stop arms 28. The stop arms 28 are 
pivoted to the hinged follower 6. A sim 
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90 

ilar pair of stop arms 28 is also pivoted to the 
rearward hinged follower 3. In Fig. 10 a 
single arm 28 is shown performing the same 
function as the pair of arms illustrated in 95 

Fig. 9. These arms are curved outwardly 
at their lower ends forming feet OOS 
which engage the base of the St. .. 
tainer to support the followers 6 and 3’. 
These stop arms normally hold the followers 
6 and 3 in their elevated positions and limit 
their normal range of oscillation to posi 
tions inclined slightly forwardly and rear 
Wardly respectively. However, by turning 
the stop arms 28 about their pivotal connec 
tions to transverse positions, the followers 6 
and 3’ may be lowered into horizontal posi 
tions, as indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 10. 
This movement of each follower is independ 
ent of the other. By lowering the follow 
ers 6 and 3, the series of file cards or sheets 
are opened in substantially book form, and 
to a flat position to facilitate writing upon 
the cards or sheets and making entries. The 
entire file and its support shown in Fig. 9 
may be bodily removed from the file box or 
container. 

In Fig. 10 there is shown a file support ad 
justable upon the base 29. The bottom or 
base 29 of the container is provided with longitudinally disposed upstanding flanges 
30, upon which the bases. 27 of the forward 
oscillatory follower 6 and the rearward foll 
lower 3 are slidingly adjustable. Longitudi 
nally disposed rods 31 extend in parallel re 
lation intermediate the flanges 30 being sup 
ported in the base portions 27 of the respec 
tive followers, upon which the cards or 
leaves are engaged or strung in the usual 
manner by projecting the rods through cor 
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responding perforations in the cards. The 
follower 6 is engaged with the flanges. 30 at 
spaced intervals by a transverse rod or pin 
32, engaging through registering holes 33, in 
the upstanding flanges 30 and in ears 34, 
upon the follower base 27*. 
For locking the container or box in closed 

position, a narrow section 35 is hinged to 
the forward edge of the bottom or base 29, 
and is provided with a lock 36, engageable 
with a corresponding metallic section 37, at 
the lower edge of the front end wall of the 
cabinet or box. The slotted top of the glass. 
cabinet or box shown in Figs. 9 and 10, is 
preferably provided with the guard baffles 
12, by which the deposit slots may be closed 
as before described. These baffles or closure 
wires 12 are preferably controlled from a 
lock 11 in this instance, located adjacent to 
the back end of the container top. 
The glass panels forming the side and end 

walls of the container may be secured to 
gether in any suitable manner. In the pres 
ent instance, there have been shown posts 39 
located at each corner of the container hav 
ing laterally disposed studs projecting 
through the adjacent panels and provided 
with nuts on their outer ends. At the rear 
end of the box, the posts 39 are hinged to 
the rear end of the base 29, to provide for 
the pivotal movement of the container, to 
its elevated or opened position shown in Fig. 10. 
It will be understood that the guide cards 

and certain record or data cards of more or 
less permanent character may be attached 
to the file support by means of the longi 
tudinal rods 31, shown in Fig. 10. Other 
record cards may be loosenly deposited be 
teween such attached cards from time to 
time. In Fig. 9 there is shown a somewhat 
different means for holding the guides and 
permanent records. This consists of a pair 
of interconnected rods 38 forming a clevis 
like member. The interconnected rods 38 
extend through the flanges of the base 27, 
and through perforations in the sheets inter 
mediate such flanges. To retain the rods 38 
against withdrawal, the rods are notched 
upon their adjacent faces and immediately 
inside the forward flange of the base 27. 
thin plate or slide 42 extending parallel with 
the forward flange of the base 27 is removably 
engaged in the alined notches 40 of the rods. 
38. The plate 42 is flanged outward at its to margin to ovehang the edge of the to AS 
flange of the base 27. This outwardly ex 
tending flange 41 extends between the base 
flange and the hinged follower 6 when the 
latter is elevated. The follower, therefore, 
holds the plate in locking position. The 
plate can only be withdrawn by lowering the 
follower 6 out of the path of withdrawal of the plate 42. 

Cross reference is made to co-pending ap 

5 

plication Serial No. 328,879, filed October 6, 
1919, and the construction claimed therein 
of which the present construction is a fur ther developement and amplification. 
Cross reference is made to Patent No. 

1,639,016, issued Aug. 16, 1927 upon co-pend 
ing application Ser. No. 328,879, filed Oct. 
6, 1919 and the construction therein claimed 
of which the present construction is a fur 
ther development and amplification. Fur 
thermore the claims withdrawn herefrom on 
reqirement for division and pertaining to 
closure means for the deposit slots 9 and 
closure means for the lateral access slot of 
the housing are not abandoned, but as at 
present advised, will form the subject matter 
of a separate divisional application. 
From the above description it will be ap 

parent that there is thus provided a device 
of the character described possessing the 
particular features of advantage before 
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enumerated as desirable, but which obviously 
is susceptible of modification in its form, 
proportions, detail construction and arrange 
ment of parts without departing from the 
principle involved or sacrificing any of its advantages. 
While in order to comply with the statute 

the invention has been described in language 
more or less specific as to structural features, 
it is to be understood that the invention is 
not limited to the specific details shown, 
but that the means and construction herein 
disclosed comprises the preferred form of 
several modes of putting the invention into 
effect and the invention is, therefore, claimed 
in any of its forms or modifications within 
the legitimate and valid scope of the ap 
pended claims. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim: 
1. In a filing device, a container for a 

series of vertically positioned data sheets, 
a cover therefor, having therein a slot ex 
tending in parallel relation with the data 
sheets, means for effecting the separation of 
the series of sheets in proximity to said slot 
to permit the deposit of an additional data 
sheet through said slot in predetermined 
relation with previously filed data sheets. 

2. In a filing device, a normally locked con 
tainer for a series of data sheets, having 
therein a deposit slot through which sheets 
may be inserted into the container, means 
for effecting the separation of the series of 
data sheets, within the container at selected 
intervals for the insertion of additional data 
sheets therebetween through said slot in pre 
determined relation with previously filed 
sheets. 

3. In a filing device, a normally locked 
container for a series of data sheets, an ob 
servation window in the container through 
which the sheets may be observed withont 
affording access thereto for lemoval or 
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6 
tampering, means for effecting the separa 
tion of the series of sheets to expose a se 
lected sheet, said container having therein 

10 

an opening for the deposit of additional 
data sheets in association with an exposed 
sheet. 

4. In a filing device, a normally locked 
container for a series of data sheets, the con 
tainer having therein a plurality of spaced 
slots extending in substantially parallel rela 
tion with the enclosed data sheets through 
which additional data sheets may be intro 
duced into the container, and means for ef 

5 

20 

fecting the separation of the enclosed data 
sheets at points in proximity to said slots 
whereby the additional sheets introduced 
through such slots may be deposited between 
the separated portions of the previously filed 
data sheets. - 

5. In a filing device, a container for a 
series of substantially vertically disposed 
data sheets, a slotted cover for the container 
through which additional sheets may be 
deposited in the container, said container 
having an access opening in the side thereof 
through which the sheets may be manipu 
lated to enable the exposure of a selected 
sheet and to permit the deposit of additional 
sheets between selected sheets within the 
container. 

6. In a protected filing device for loose 
sheets, a container, a slotted cover panel 
through which sheets may be inserted into 
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the container and an access opening through 
which the sheets within the container may 
be separated to enable the deposit of addi 
tional sheets at predetermined intervals. 

7. In a protected file device for data 
sheets, a container having in one wall there 
of slots for the deposit of additional sheets 
into the container, and also having in 
another wall thereof an aperture through 
which an implement may be inserted in 
substantially parallel relation with the 
sheets and by which the sheets may be sepa 
rated at selected points to admit of other sheets being deposited through said slots. 

8. In a protected file, a container for a 
plurality of data sheets, having a trans 
parent closure through which the sheets 
within the container may be observed, and 
having an aperture in a vertical side wall 
of the container through which an imple 
ment may be inserted in substantially paral 
lel relation with the data sheets and by 
which the sheets may be separated within 
the container to permit observation thereof. 

9. In a protected file, a container for 
a succession of data sheets, a transparent 
top panel for the container through which 
the data sheets may be observed, and an 
apertured side panel for the container 
through which an implement may be in 
serted into the container for the purpose 
of separating the sheets for observation, but 
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not permitting the removal of the sheets. 
from the container. . 

10. In a protected file device, a container 
for a succession of data sheets, a transparent 

panel for the container through which 
the contents of the container may be ob 
served, said container having an elongated 
slot in the side thereof, for the insertion of 
an implement into engagement with the data 
sheets, and movement of the same longi 
tudinally of the slot for the purpose of sepa 
rating selected portions of the sheets. 

11. In a protected file box, a housing for 
a series of data sheets including a trans 
parent panel through which the data sheets 

70 

75 

may be observed, said housing having a 
slot in a wall thereof extending transversely 
in relation to the planes of the sheets 
through which the data sheets may be ma 
nipulated to expose a selected sheet to view. 

12. In a protected file box, a housing for 
85 

a series of data sheets issing a trans 
a. parent panel through which the data sheets 

may be observed, the housing having an 
access opening in a vertical side wall thereof 
through which access may be had for sepa 
Egg the sheets to expose to view a selected 
sheet. 

13. In a protected file box, a housing for 
a series of data sheets including a trans 
parent panel through which the data sheets 
may be observed, said housing having an 
access slot therein for the introduction of 

95 

an implement into engagement with the 
data sheets and movement of the same longi 
tudinally, of the slot for separating the sheets 
to expose to view a selected data sheet. 

14. In a protected file for a series of data 
sheets, a housing having a transparent panel 
through which the data sheets may be ob 
served and an opening, means operable from 
the exterior of the housing through said 
3E for separating the data sheets for 
observation, a follower member for said data 
sheets, and a pull cord attached to the fol 
lower, for returning the separated data 
sheets preparatory to the next selective oper 
ation. 

15. In a protected file for a series of data 
sheets, a housing having a transparent panel 
through which the data sheets may be ob 
served and ano ening, means operable from 
the exterior of the housing through said 
opening for separating the data sheets for 
observation, a follower member for said data 
sheets, and a pull cord attached to the fol 
lower, connected to the data sheet separating 
means whereby the movement of the separat 
ing means in reverse direction will operate 
the follower to restore the data sheets pre 
paratory to the next selective operation. 

16. In a protected file, for a series of data 
sheets, a housing having a transparent panel 
through which the data sheets may be ob 
served and an opening, and selective means 
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operable from the exterior of the housing 
through said opening for separating the 
sheets for observation by its movement in 
one direction and operative upon reverse 
movement to automatically restore the sep 
arated sheets. 

17. In a protected file for a series of data, 
sheets, a housing having a transparent panel 
through which the sheets may be observed 
and an opening, a movable follower for the 
data sheets by the movement of which the 
sheets may be restored preparatory to the 
next operation, and a selective member hav 
ing permanent operative engagement with 
the follower by which its movement in one 
direction will operate the follower to restore 
the data sheets, said selective member capa 
ble of insertion through said opening for 
engagement with different data sheets to 
separate the series of sheets for observa 
tion by its movement in the opposite direc 
tion. 

18. In a protected file for a series of data 
sheets a housing having a transparent panel 
through which the sheets may be observed 
and an opening, a movable follower for the 
data sheets by the movement of which the 
sheets may be restored preparatory to the 
next operation, a selective member for in 
Sertion through said opening for separat 
ing the data sheets for observation, and a 
pull cord connecting the selective member 
and the follower. 

19. In a protective file for a series of 
data sheets, a housing having a transparent 
top, through which the data sheets may be 
observed and an opening, and means operable 
from the exterior of the housing through said 
opening for separating the data sheets for 
observation and restoring the sheets prepara 
tory to the next operation. 

20. In a protected file for a series of data 
sheets, a housing provided with an opening 
in combination with means operable from 
the exterior of the housing through said 
opening for separating the series of sheets for 
observation and for restoring the separated 
sheets, said data sheets being observable 
through the top of such housing. 

21. In a protected file a series of data 
sheets, a housing comprising transparent 
top, side and end walls, and a bottom sec 
tion in relation with which the housing 
unit comprising the top side and end walls 
is relatively movable. 

22. In a protected file for a series of data 
sheets, a bottom section, means upon the bot 
ton section for supporting a series of data 
sheets, and a unitary enclosure for said data 
sheets comprising top, side and end walls, 
said unitary enclosure being engageable 
with and disengageable from the bottom 
Section to afford access to the data sheets. 

23. In a protected file, for a series of data, 
sheets, a bottom section, means upon the 

bottom section for supporting a series of 
data sheets, and a unitary enclosure for said 
data sheets comprising top, side and end 
walls, hinged to said bottom section and 
relatively movable in relation thereto to and 
from closed position. 

24. In a file for a series of data sheets, 
a container, a follower mounted for oscilla 
tory movement within the container, and 
a stop member normally limiting the range 
of oscillation of the follower to maintain the 
data sheets in an approximately upright 
position, said stop being retractible to per 
mit the follower to be oscillated to an ex 
treme position to enable the data sheets to be 
adjusted to a recumbent position. 

25. In a file for a series of data sheets, a 
container, a follower mounted for oscillatory 
movement within the container, limiting 
means for normally confining the follower 
to a restricted range of oscillation by which 
the data sheets are maintained in an ap 
proximately upright position, said follower 
being capable of further movement to a 
recumbent position in which the data sheets 
will be presented in convenient position for 
writing thereon, when released from such limiting means. 

26. In a file for a series of data sheets, a 
container, a follower mounted for oscilla 
tory movement within the container, and a 
prop arm pivoted to the follower and nor 
mally limiting the oscillation thereof, said 
prop arm when oscillated about its pivotal 
connection permitting the follower to be os 
cillated to an extreme degree permitting the 
data sheets to be positioned for writing 
thereon. 

27. In a protected file for a series of data 
sheets, a closed housing within which the 
data sheets are visible for observation, 
means operable from the exterior of the 
housing for separating the sheets for ob 
servation, and a unitary mounting for the 
data sheets, removable with said data sheets 
from the housing. w 

28. In a protected file for a series of data 
sheets, a closed housing within which the 
data sheets are visible for observation, 
means operable from the exterior of the 
housing for separating the sheets for ob 
servation, and an independent mounting 
within which the data sheets are connected, 
said independent mounting being insertable 
within and removable from the housing 
without detachment of the sheets. 

29. In a file for a series of data sheets, a 
mounting for the data sheets including an 
oscillatory follower, a retainer rod trans 
fixing the series of sheets and a locking 
member for said rod in the path of disen 
gagement of which the oscillatory follower 
normally extends to prevent the disengage 
ment of the locking member until the foll 
lower is oscillated to an abnormal position. 
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30. In a file for a series of data sheets, 

a mounting for the data sheets including 
an oscillatory follower, a retaining ro 
transfixing the data sheets, and locking 
means controlled by the oscillatory follower 
and permitting the disengagement of the 

access opening through which any one of 
the members of the series may be selected 15 
from the exterior of the enclosure by an 
implement inserted through said access 
opening, the series of file members being 
separated to expose the selected member to 

rod only when the follower is oscillated to view by the relative movement of a por- 20 
an abnormal position. . 

31. In a filing device, a series of oscil 
latory file members, an enclosure therefor, 
preventing access thereto for removal or 
disarrangement, but permitting observation 
thereof, said enclosure having therein an 

tion of said file members and the implement 
one to the other. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto 

set my hand this 24th day of January, A. D. 
1924. 

RODNEY J. WOOD. 


