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PRODUCT DISPENSER AND SYSTEM

FIELD

[0001] This application relates to apparatus and systems for displaying and dispensing
products and, more particularly, to apparatus and systems for displaying products in a

suspended configuration and dispensing such suspended products.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Many products are now being packaged in sealed pouches. For example, it is now
qguite common for foodstuffs, such as cheeses, dried foods, wet foods, snacks, beverages
and pet treats, to be packaged in sealed pouches. In response to the demand for pouches
as packaging containers, pouches of various sizes, shapes and configurations have been

developed and are now readily available to manufacturers.

[0003] An example of a typical sealed pouch is illustrated in Figs. 1A and 1B and generally
designated 10. The pouch 10 includes a first panel 12 sealingly connect to a second panel 14
along an outer seam 16 to form a pouch body 18 that defines an internal volume and an
opening into the internal volume. After the internal volume of the pouch 10 has been filled
with product, a second, sealing seam 20, such as a fin-shaped seam, is formed across the
top of the pouch body 18 to seal the opening. A slot 22 (Fig. 1A), hole or the like may be

formed in the sealing seam 20 such that the pouch 10 may be hung from a rod.

[0004] Pouches are typically shipped to retailers in bulk by enclosing multiple individual
pouches in a shipping container. Then, a stock clerk typically removes the individual
pouches from the shipping container and places them onto a display unit, thereby making
the pouches available to consumers. As one example, free-standing pouches may be
stacked onto a shelf. As another example, pouches having a slot or the like, such as the slot

22 of pouch 10, may be individually hung from a rod.

[0005] The process of removing pouches from a shipping container and stacking the
pouches on a shelf or hanging the pouches on a rod can be quite time consuming, thereby
significantly increasing a stores overall operating expenses. Furthermore, pouches are often

damaged, such as with box cutters, during the traditional stocking process.
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[0006] Accordingly, those skilled in the art continue with research and development

efforts in the field of product display and dispensing.

SUMMARY

[0007] In one aspect, the disclosed product dispenser may include a body panel, a first rail
member connected to the body panel to define a first gap between the body panel and the
first rail member to receive a first portion of a product therein, the first rail member
defining a first sliding surface to be engaged by the first portion of the product, and a
second rail member connected to the body panel to define a second gap between the body
panel and the second rail member to receive a second portion of the product therein, the
second rail member defining a second sliding surface to be engaged by the second portion
of the product. Therefore, a product, such as a pouch, may be suspended from the first and
second rail members such that the product is slidably and releasably engaged with the

dispenser.

[0008] In another aspect, the disclosed product dispensing system may include a dispenser
mounted on the support structure, the dispenser including a first rail member and a second
rail member, and a product releasably engaged with the first rail member and the second

rail member such that the product is suspended from the dispenser.

[0009] In another aspect, the disclosed product dispensing system may include a support
structure, a dispenser mounted on the support structure, the dispenser including a body
panel, a first rail member connected to the body panel and a second rail member connected
to the body panel, and a product releasably engaged with the first rail member and the
second rail member such that the product is suspended from the dispenser. A first portion
of the product may be positioned between the body panel and the first rail member and a
second portion of the product may be positioned between the body panel and the second

rail member.

[0010] In another aspect, the disclosed product dispensing system may include a dispenser
defining a longitudinal axis and including a body panel having a front end portion and a rear
end portion longitudinally opposed from the front end portion, a first rail member
connected to the body panel and extending from proximate the front end portion to

proximate the rear end portion, the first rail member defining a first sliding surface, and a
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second rail member connected to the body panel and extending from proximate the front
end portion to proximate the rear end portion, the second rail member being laterally
opposed from the first rail member and defining a second sliding surface, and a product
extending between the first and second rail members and including a first portion
positioned between the body panel and the first sliding surface and a second portion

positioned between the body panel and the second sliding surface.

[0011] In yet another aspect, the disclosed product dispensing system may include a
dispenser having a body panel, a first rail member connected to the body panel and a
second rail member connected to the body panel, a pouch including a pouch body and a
seam, the pouch body extending between the first rail member and the second rail
member, the seam including a first portion positioned between the body panel and the first
rail member and a second portion positioned between the body panel and the second rail
member, and a support structure, wherein the dispenser is mounted on the support

structure such that the pouch hangs from the dispenser.

[0012] Other aspects of the disclosed product dispenser and system will become apparent

from the following description, the accompanying drawings and the appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0013] Fig. 1A is a front elevational view a pouch useful in the disclosed product dispensing
system;
[0014] Fig. 1B is a side elevational view of the pouch of Fig. 1A;
[0015] Fig. 2 is a front perspective view of one aspect of the disclosed product dispensing
system;
[0016] Fig. 3 is a side elevational view of the product dispensing system of Fig. 2;
[0017] Fig. 4 is a front elevational view, in section, of the product dispensing system of Fig.
3;
[0018] Fig. 5 is a bottom perspective view of the dispenser of the product dispensing
system of Fig. 2;

[0019] Fig. 6is a top plan view of a blank used to form the dispenser of Fig. 5;
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[0020] Fig. 7 is a bottom perspective view of the dispenser of Fig. 5 shown in an partially

assembled, loading configuration;

[0021] Fig. 8 is a front perspective view of another aspect of the disclosed product
dispensing system;

[0022] Fig. 9 is a front elevational view, in section, of the dispenser of the product
dispensing system of Fig. 8;

[0023] Fig. 10 is a bottom perspective view of the dispenser of Fig. 9 shown in a partially

assembled, loading configuration;

[0024] Fig. 11 is a front perspective view of one alternative aspect of the disclosed product
dispensing system;

[0025] Fig. 12 is a front perspective view of another alternative aspect of the disclosed

product dispensing system; and

[0026] Figs. 13A, 13B and 13C are perspective views of a standard pouch being configured

for use in the disclosed product dispensing system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0027] Referring to Figs. 2 and 3, one aspect of the disclosed product dispensing system,
generally designated 100, may include a dispenser 102 and a support structure 104. The
dispenser 102 may be loaded with one or more product units, such as pouches 10, and may
be mounted on the support structure 104 such that the pouches 10 are suspended from the
dispenser 102. A pulling force applied to a suspended pouch 10 by the hand of a human of
ordinary strength in the direction of arrow F (Fig. 3) may be sufficient to separate the pouch

10 from the dispenser 102.

[0028] The support structure 104 may be any structure capable of supporting the
dispenser 102 in a configuration such that the pouches 10 hang from the dispenser 102. As
shown in Fig. 3, the support structure 104 may support the dispenser 102 in a generally
horizontal configuration (relative to the surface of the earth). Alternatively, the support
structure 104 may support the dispenser 102 at an angle, such as 15 to 90 degrees, relative

to horizontal.
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[0029] As a first specific, non-limiting example, the support structure 104 may include a
first rod 106 and a second rod 108. A cross-bar 110 may connect the first rod 106 to the
second rod 108. The rods 106, 108 of the support structure 104 may be generally parallel,
but spaced from each other by a distance closely corresponding to the longitudinal length L
(Fig. 3) of the dispenser 102. Therefore, the front end 112 of the dispenser 102 may rest on
the first rod 106 of the support structure 104 and the rear end 114 of the dispenser 102 may

rest on the second rod 108 of the support structure 104.

[0030] Referring to Fig. 11, as a second specific, non-limiting example, the support
structure 104’ may include first and second longitudinal brackets 302, 304 extending from a
wall 306, such as the back wall of a shelf or display. Therefore, the first longitudinal edge
134 of the dispenser 102 may rest on the first longitudinal bracket 302 of the support
structure 104’ and the second longitudinal edge 136 of the dispenser 102 may rest on the

second longitudinal bracket 302 of the support structure 104’.

[0031] Referringto Fig. 12, as a third specific, non-limiting example, the support structure
104" may include a rod 402 extending from a wall 404, such as the back wall of a shelf or
display. The dispenser 102 may include tabs 406 connected thereto, wherein the tabs 406
define openings 408, such as slots or holes. Therefore, the dispenser 102 may be mounted
on the support structure 104" by passing the rod 402 through the openings 408 in the tabs
406 such that the dispenser 102 is suspended from the rod 402 of the support structure
104",

[0032] Asshown in Fig. 5, the dispenser 102 may include an elongated body panel 120, a
first rail member 122 and a second rail member 124. A front wall panel 126 may optionally
enclose the front end 112 of the dispenser 102 and a rear wall panel 128 may optionally

enclose the rear end 114 of the dispenser 102.

[0033] Asshown in Fig. 4 and described in greater detail below, the body 18 of a pouch 10
may be positioned between the first and second rail members 122, 124 of the dispenser
102, afirst portion 24 of the sealing seam 20 of the pouch 10 may be positioned between
the body panel 120 of the dispenser 102 and the first rail member 122, and a second portion
26 of the sealing seam 20 of the pouch 10 may be positioned between the body panel 120

and the second rail member 124. Therefore, the pouch 10 may be releasably engaged with



WO 2012/074671 PCT/US2011/059310

the dispenser 102 and may be slideable relative to the dispenser 102 along the first and

second rail members 122, 124.

[0034] Asshown in Fig. 5, the body panel 120 of the dispenser 102 may be formed as a
generally planar sheet, such as a generally flat, rectangular sheet, and may include a front
end portion 130 extending proximate the front end 112 of the dispenser 102 and a rear end
portion 132 extending proximate the rear end 114 of the dispenser 102. The front end
portion 130 of the body panel 120 may be longitudinally opposed from the rear end portion

132 relative to the longitudinal axis A of the dispenser 102.

[0035] Asshown in Fig. 4, the body panel 120 of the dispenser 102 may further include
laterally opposed first and second longitudinal edges 134, 136. As shown in Figs. 2, 3 and 5,
the longitudinal edges 134, 136 of the body panel 120 may extend from the front end
portion 130 of the body panel 120 to the rear end portion 132.

[0036] Referring to Figs. 4 and 5, the first rail member 122 may be connected to the first
longitudinal edge 134 of the body panel 120 and may extend along the first longitudinal
edge 134 from proximate the front end 112 of the dispenser 102 to proximate the rear end
114 of the dispenser 102. As shown in Fig. 4, the first rail member 122 may define a first
sliding surface 140, which may be in generally co-planar (e.g., face-to-face) alignment with
the body panel 120. A gap 142 may be defined between the first sliding surface 140 and the

body panel 120 to closely receive the first portion 24 of the sealing seam 20 of the pouch 10.

[0037] In one particular construction, the first rail member 122 may be provided with a
generally square or rectangular cross-section to structurally reinforce the first sliding surface
140. Specifically, the first rail member 122 may include a first strut member 144, a tie
member 146, a second strut member 148 and a support member 150. The first sliding
surface 140 may be defined by the support member 150. The second strut member 148
may vertically position the support member 150 relative to the body panel 120. The tie
member 146 may connect the second strut member 148 to the first strut member 144. The
first strut member 144 may be connected to the body panel 120 and may define a first
longitudinal side wall of the dispenser 102. Furthermore, the first strut member 144 may

vertically space the tie member 146 from the body panel 120.
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[0038] The second rail member 124 may be generally structurally similar to the first rail
member 122, but may be connected to the second longitudinal edge 136 of the body panel
120 and may extend along the second longitudinal edge 136 from proximate the front end
112 of the dispenser 102 to proximate the rear end 114 of the dispenser 102. As shown in
Fig. 4, the second rail member 124 may define a second sliding surface 152, which may be in
generally co-planar (e.g., face-to-face) alignment with the body panel 120. A gap 154 may
be defined between the second sliding surface 152 and the body panel 120 to closely

receive the second portion 26 of the sealing seam 20 of the pouch 10.

[0039] The dispenser 102 may be formed from a pre-cut blank, such as the blank 160
shown in Fig. 6. The blank 160 may be cut from a sheet of stock material to define an outer
periphery 162 of the blank 160. In one particular aspect, the stock material may be a
paperboard-based material, such as C1S paperboard, which may have a coating (e.g., clay)
on a first major surface thereof and an uncoated second major surface, or C2S paperboard,
which may have a coating (e.g., clay) on both major surfaces thereof. Optionally, at least
one major surface of the blank 160, such as the coated external surface, may be marked

with various indicia, such as printed text and graphics.

[0040] The blank 160 may include a plurality of longitudinal pre-formed fold lines 164,
166, 168, 170, 172, 174, 176, 178 and a plurality of lateral pre-formed fold lines 180, 182,
184, 186, 188, 190 that define the various components of the dispenser 102. Specifically,
the periphery 162 and fold lines 170, 172, 184, 186 may defined the body panel 120, the
periphery 162 and fold line 170 may defined the first rail member 122, the periphery 162
and fold line 172 may define the second rail member 124, the periphery 162 and fold lines
182, 184 may define the front wall panel 126, the periphery 162 and fold lines 180, 182 may
define front sealing panels 192, 194, the periphery 162 and fold lines 186, 188 may define
the rear wall panel 128, and the periphery 162 and fold lines 188, 190 may define the rear
sealing panels 196, 198. Furthermore, the periphery 162 and fold lines 164, 166, 168, 170
may define the first strut member 144, the tie member 146, the second strut member 148
and the support member 150 of the first rail member 122 and the periphery 162 and fold

lines 172, 174, 176, 178 may define corresponding structure of the second rail member 124.

[0041] Thus, referring to Figs. 5-7, the dispenser 102 may be formed by:
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(1) folding the blank 160 along the longitudinal fold lines 164, 166, 168, 170, 172,
174, 176, 178 to assemble the first and second rail members 122, 124 along

the longitudinal edges 134, 136 of the body panel 120;

(2) folding the blank 160 along lateral fold lines 186, 188, 190 such that the rear

wall panel 128 encloses the rear end 114 of the dispenser 102;

(3) sealing (e.g., with heat and/or adhesives) the rear sealing panel 196 to the rear
ends of the first and second rail members 122, 124 (sealing panel 198 may

extend between the first and second rail members 122, 124);

(4) folding the blank 160 along lateral fold lines 180, 182, 184 such that the front

wall panel 126 encloses the front end 112 of the dispenser 102; and

(5) sealing the front sealing panel 194 to the first and second rail members 122,
124 (sealing panel 192 may extend between the first and second rail members

122, 124).

[0042] Referring to Fig. 7, the dispenser 102 may be loaded with product (e.g., pouches
10) prior to enclosing and sealing the front end 112 with the front wall panel 126.
Optionally, the front ends of the first and second rail members 122, 124 may be cut at an
angle such that the front ends of the first and second rail members 122, 124 guide product
to the gaps 142, 154 (Fig. 4) between the body panel 120 and the first and second sliding
surfaces 140, 152 (Fig. 4).

[0043] A product, such as a pouch 10, may be loaded in the dispenser 102 by introducing
the sealing seam 20 of the pouch 10 into the gaps 142, 154 between the body panel 120 and
the first and second rail members 122, 124. As the body 18 of the pouch 10 moves from a
longitudinal (horizontal) configuration to a perpendicular (vertical) configuration (Fig. 3)
relative to the dispenser 102, the sealing seam 20 of the pouch 10 may remain in a
longitudinal (horizontal) configuration (i.e., at an angle relative to the vertical axis of the

pouch 10) due to restriction within the narrow gaps 142, 154, as shown in Fig. 3.

[0044] Asshown in Fig. 4, the sealing seam 20 may protrude laterally outward from the
body 18 of the pouch 10 in front view such that the body 18 of the pouch 10 is positioned
between the first and second rail members 122, 124, while a first portion 24 of the sealing

seam 20 is positioned between the body panel 120 and the first sliding surface 140 of the
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first rail member 122 and a second portion 26 of the sealing seam 20 is positioned between
the body panel 120 and the second sliding surface 152 of the second rail member 124.
Therefore, the pouch 10 may be releasably engaged with the dispenser 102 and the first
portion 24 of the pouch 10 may be slidable along the sliding surface 140 of the first rail
member 122 and the second portion 26 of the pouch 10 may be slidable along the sliding

surface 152 of the second rail member 124.

[0045] Various products may be loaded into the dispenser 102, provided that the products
have a generally T-shaped profile in front view. A product may have a generally T-shaped
profile in front view if the product includes an end portion (e.g., sealing seam 20) and a body
(e.g., body 18), wherein the body is slightly more narrow than the end portion such that the
end portion may be received in the gaps 142, 154 between the body panel 120 and the first
and second rail members 122, 124, while the body may be positioned between the first and

second rail members 122, 124.

[0046] For example, Figs. 13A, 13B and 13C illustrate a standard, commercially available
pouch 10’ being configured for use in the disclosed dispenser 102. Specifically, the pouch
10’ shown in Fig. 13A, which may be the same as or similar to the pouch 10 shown in Fig. 1A,
may be folded such that the sealing seam 20’ of the pouch 10’ is positioned at an angle (e.g.,
90 degrees) relative to the body 18’ of the pouch 10’, as shown in Fig. 13B. Then, as shown
in Fig. 13C, the sides 30, 32 of the pouch 10’ may be urged inward to define pleats 34, 36.
Therefore, a standard pouch 10’ may be pleated such that the body 18" of the pouch 10’ is
more narrow than the sealing seam 20’ of the pouch 10’, thereby enabling use of the pouch

10’ in the disclosed dispenser 102.

[0047] At this point, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the pouch 10, particularly
the sealing seam 20 of the pouch 10, may have a stiffness sufficient such that the weight of
the pouch 10 may be supported by engaging the first 24 and second 26 portions (Fig. 4) of
the pouch 10. For example, the pouch 10 may be formed from a polymeric material having
sufficient stiffness and/or the sealing seam 20 may be reinforced, such as with a sealing

mechanism (e.g., a zip-type sealing mechanism).

[0048] Accordingly, the dispenser 102 may be loaded with a product 10 by positioning the

product 10 between the first and second rail members 122, 124 such that a first portion 24
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of the product 10 is positioned between the body panel 120 and the first rail member 122
and a second portion 26 of the product 10 is positioned between the body panel 120 and
the second rail member 124. The loaded dispenser 102 may be mounted on the support
structure 104 such that the product 10 is suspended from the dispenser 102 and
longitudinally slidable relative to the dispenser 102 along the first and second rail members
122, 124. A pulling force applied to the product 10 by the hand of a human of ordinary
strength in the direction of arrow F (Fig. 4) may be sufficient to separate the product 10

from the dispenser 102.

[0049] An optional biasing assembly, such as the biasing assembly disclosed in U.S. Ser.
No. 12/897,098 (“Product Dispensing System with Biasing Assembly”) filed October 4, 2010,
the entire contents of which are incorporated herein by reference, may be employed to

urge the product 10 to the front end 112 of the dispenser 102.

[0050] Referring to Fig. 8, another aspect of the disclosed product dispensing system,
generally designated 200, may include a dispenser 202 and a support structure 204. The
dispenser 202 may be loaded with one or more product units, such as pouches 10 (Figs. 1A
and 1B), and may be mounted on the support structure 204 such that the pouches 10 are

suspended from the dispenser 202.

[0051] Asshown in Figs. 9 and 10, the dispenser 202 may include an elongated body panel
220, a first rail member 222 and a second rail member 224. An optional front wall panel 226
may be connected to the front end 212 of the dispenser 202 and may be marked with

various indicia 227, such as advertising text and graphics.

[0052] The body 18 of a pouch 10 may be positioned between the first and second rail
members 222, 224 of the dispenser 202, a first portion 24 of the sealing seam 20 of the
pouch 10 may be positioned between the body panel 220 of the dispenser 202 and the first
rail member 222, and a second portion 26 of the sealing seam 20 of the pouch 10 may be
positioned between the body panel 220 and the second rail member 224. Therefore, the
pouch 10 may be releasably engaged with the dispenser 202 and may be slidable relative to

the dispenser 102 along the first and second rail members 222, 224.

[0053] Asshown in Fig. 8, the body panel 220 of the dispenser 102 may be formed as a

generally planar sheet, such as a generally flat, rectangular sheet, and may include a front
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end portion 230 extending proximate the front end 212 of the dispenser 202 and a rear end
portion 232 extending proximate the rear end 214 of the dispenser 202. The front end
portion 230 of the body panel 220 may be longitudinally opposed from the rear end portion

132 relative to the longitudinal axis A of the dispenser 202.

[0054] The body panel 220 of the dispenser 202 may further include laterally opposed first
and second longitudinal edges 234, 236. The longitudinal edges 234, 236 of the body panel
220 may extend from the front end portion 230 of the body panel 220 to the rear end

portion 232.

[0055] Referring to Figs. 8-10, the first rail member 222 may be connected to the first
longitudinal edge 234 of the body panel 220 and may extend along the first longitudinal
edge 234 from proximate the front end 212 of the dispenser 202 to proximate the rear end
214 of the dispenser 202. As shown in Fig. 9, the first rail member 222 may define a first
sliding surface 240, which may be in generally co-planar (e.g., face-to-face) alignment with
the body panel 220. A gap 242 may be defined between the first sliding surface 240 and the

body panel 220 to closely receive the first portion 24 of the sealing seam 20 of the pouch 10.

[0056] In one particular construction, the first rail member 222 may be provided with a
generally Z-shaped cross-section to structurally reinforce the first sliding surface 240 and
form a sealing surface 241. Specifically, the first rail member 222 may include a support
member 244 and a sealing member 246. The support member 244 of the first rail member
222 may be connected to the first longitudinal edge 234 and may extend laterally inward
from the edge 234 to define the first sliding surface 240. The sealing member 246 of the
first rail member 222 may be connected to the support member 244 and may extend

laterally outward from support member 244 to define the sealing surface 241.

[0057] The second rail member 224 may be generally structurally similar to the first rail
member 222, but may be connected to the second longitudinal edge 236 of the body panel
220 and may extend along the second longitudinal edge 236 from proximate the front end
212 of the dispenser 202 to proximate the rear end 214 of the dispenser 202. As shown in
Fig. 9, the second rail member 224 may define a second sliding surface 252, which may be in

generally co-planar (e.g., face-to-face) alignment with the body panel 220. A gap 254 may
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be defined between the second sliding surface 252 and the body panel 220 to closely

receive the second portion 26 of the sealing seam 20 of the pouch 10.

[0058] As shown in Fig. 10, products 10 may be loaded into the dispenser 202 by
positioning the products 10 between the first and second rail members 222, 224 such that a
first portion 24 of the sealing seam 20 of the product 10 is positioned between the body
panel 220 and the sliding surface 240 of the first rail member 220 and a second portion 26
of the sealing seam 20 of the product 10 is positioned between the body panel 220 and the

sliding surface 252 of the second rail member 224.

[0059] Once the products 10 have been loaded into the dispenser 202 by way of the front
end 212 of the dispenser 202, the front end 212 may be sealed to enclose the products 10 in
the dispenser. In one particular construction, the front end 212 of the dispenser 202 may
be sealed by folding a sealing flap 233 extending from the front end portion 230 of the body
panel 220 over the front end 212 of the dispenser 202 and sealing (e.g., with heat and/or
adhesives) the sealing flap 233 to the sealing surfaces 241 of the first and second rail
members 222, 224. The rear end 214 of the dispenser 202 may be sealed in a similar

manner.

[0060] Accordingly, the dispenser 202 may be loaded with a product 10 by positioning the
product 10 between the first and second rail members 222, 224 such that a first portion 24
of the product 10 is positioned between the body panel 220 and the first rail member 222
and a second portion 26 of the product 10 is positioned between the body panel 220 and
the second rail member 224. The loaded dispenser 202 may be mounted on the support
structure 204 such that the product 10 is suspended from the dispenser 202 between the
first and second rail members 222, 224 and longitudinally slidable relative to the dispenser
202 along the sliding surfaces 240, 252 of the first and second rail members 222, 224. A
pulling force applied to the product 10 by the hand of a human of ordinary strength in the
direction of arrow F (Fig. 9) may be sufficient to separate the product 10 from the dispenser

202.

[0061] Although various aspects of the disclosed product dispenser and system have been

shown and described, modifications may occur to those skilled in the art upon reading the



WO 2012/074671 PCT/US2011/059310
13

specification. The present application includes such modifications and is limited only by the

scope of the claims.

[0062] What is claimed is:
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1. A product dispensing system comprising:
a dispenser comprising a first rail member and a second rail member; and
a product releasably engaged with said first rail member and said second rail

member such that said product is suspended from said dispenser.

2. The product dispensing system of claim 1 further comprising a support structure,

wherein said dispenser is mounted on said support structure.

3. The product dispensing system of claim 1 wherein said product comprises a pouch, and

said pouch is releasably engaged with said first rail member and said second rail member.

4. The product dispensing system of claim 1 wherein said first rail member defines a first
sliding surface and said second rail member defines a second sliding surface, and wherein
said product is in sliding engagement with said first sliding surface and said second sliding

surface.

5. The product dispensing system of claim 1 wherein said dispenser comprises paperboard.

6. The product dispensing system of claim 1 wherein said dispenser further comprises a

body panel that connects said first rail member to said second rail member.

7. A product dispensing system comprising:
(1) a dispenser defining a longitudinal axis and comprising:

a body panel having a front end portion and a rear end portion longitudinally
opposed from said front end portion;

a first rail member connected to said body panel and extending from
proximate said front end portion to proximate said rear end portion, said first rail member
defining a first sliding surface; and

a second rail member connected to said body panel and extending from
proximate said front end portion to proximate said rear end portion, said second rail
member being laterally opposed from said first rail member and defining a second sliding

surface; and
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(2) a product extending between said first rail member and said second rail member
and including a first portion positioned between said body panel and said first sliding
surface and a second portion positioned between said body panel and said second sliding

surface.

8. The product dispensing system of claim 7 further comprising a support structure,
wherein said dispenser is mounted on said support structure such that said product is

suspended from said dispenser.

9. The product dispensing system of claim 8 wherein said support structure is configured to

support said dispenser such that said longitudinal axis is generally horizontal.

10. The product dispensing system of claim 7 wherein said first portion of said product is in
sliding engagement with said first sliding surface, and wherein said second portion of said

product is in sliding engagement with said second sliding surface.

11. The product dispensing system of claim 7 wherein said body panel comprises a first
longitudinal edge and a second longitudinal edge, said second longitudinal edge being
laterally opposed from said first longitudinal edge, and wherein said first rail member is
connected to said first longitudinal edge and said second rail member is connected to said

second longitudinal edge.

12. The product dispensing system of claim 7 wherein said body panel comprises a first
major surface that defines a first plane and said first sliding surface defines a second plane,

and wherein said first plane is generally parallel with said second plane.

13. The product dispensing system of claim 7 wherein said body panel, said first rail

member and said second rail member are formed as a single monolithic body.

14. The product dispensing system of claim 7 wherein said dispenser comprises

paperboard.
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15. The product dispensing system of claim 7 wherein said product is biased toward said

front end portion.

16. The product dispensing system of claim 7 wherein said dispenser further comprises a
sealing panel extending from said body panel, and wherein said sealing panel is connected

to said first and said second rail members.

17. The product dispensing system of claim 7 wherein said first rail member is generally

rectangular in cross-section.

18. The product dispensing system of claim 7 wherein said first rail member is generally Z-

shaped in cross-section.

19. The product dispensing system of claim 7 wherein said product is a flexible pouch.

20. A product dispensing system comprising:
a dispenser comprising:
a body panel;
a first rail member connected to said body panel; and

a second rail member connected to said body panel;

a pouch including a pouch body and a seam, said pouch body extending between
said first rail member and said second rail member, said seam comprising a first portion
positioned between said body panel and said first rail member and a second portion

positioned between said body panel and said second rail member; and

a support structure, wherein said dispenser is mounted on said support structure

such that said pouch hangs from said dispenser.
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