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To all whom it may concern:

“Re it known that I, Isax ANDERSOX, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at
Fvanston, in the county of Cook and State

of Illinois, have invented certain new an
useful Improvements in Folding Garment-
Ifangers, of which the following 1s a specifi-
eation. .

The main object of this invention is the
provision of a folding garment hanger which
may be easilvand cheaply constructed, which
wiil oecupy but a smadl space when in col-

fag=ed comcdition, and which may be locked

1

i1 expanded or operative condifion so that

5 tie device cannot accidentally or uninten-

tionally fold up.

My preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion hag o two-part garmenbsupportin%
arch, the pair of parts of which are pivote
or hinged together. and to hold or maintain
the members of the arch in operative un-
folded relation the hanger is equipped with
a two-part brace or separator pivoted to the
ensds of the arch, the two parts thereof being
hinged {ogetherind supplied with « device
for locking them in fixed relation or aline-
went.  If desired the brace may be pro-
vided with damps with which tosupportone
or more pairs of trousers or skirts, and pref-
erably the clamps or clasps are pivoted to
ihe brace and supplied with means for dis-
engageably holding them in fixed positions
on the brace. :

On the accompanying drawing which
forms a part of this specificatfon, I have
illustrated the preferred embudiment of my
invention, and on this drawing like refer-
ence characters refer to the same parts
throughont. .

Figure 1 is a face view of the collapsible
or folding garment hanger in normal or un-
Tolded condition; Fig. 2 is a plan view of
the strueture shown in Fig. 1: Fig. 3 shows
the garment hanger partially c«;llus)sud;
Fig. 4 shows the device completely folded;
Figs. 5 and 6 are fragmentary details illus-
trating the means for locking the two parts
.{ the brace in fixed relatien; Fig. T is a
frugmentary perspective view showing the
of one end of the
brace to une of the parts of the arch and
also illustraling one of the garment-sup-

orting clamps; and Fig. 8 is an enlarged
ongitudinal section through the garment-
engaging portion of ong of tl.» clamps.

This garment supporter includes a coat-

R

.or creases to appear.

supporting arch preferably made of sheet
metai snd formed of two parts 10 and 11.
The adjacent ends of these parts are
crushed or flaitened as shown in Fig. 2, so
as to provide on the part 10 the tongue 12
ada&ted to fit between the pair of ears 13

e other part. Apertures are provided
in these parts through which passes a later-
ally bent or effsct end 14 of a supporting
hook or loop 15. As will be observed from
the drawings. this part 14 forms the pivot
or hinge-pin of the arch and it may be head-
ed over at its free end at 16 to maintain the
parts in the -proper relation. As ig shown
in Fig. 7, the parts of this garment-inp ort-
ing arch are made of sheet meial and are
preferably subsjantially semi - circular n
cross-section. By this construction a smooth
and neatly curved surface is provided to
fit within the supported garment and sus-
tain the same without causing any wrinkles
The longitudinal curv-
ing of these parts 10 and 11 is made such
that they suppoit ihe garment in such a
manuer that It tends to maintain its proper
shape, and the length of these parts is such
that their ends have no tendency to push
ont the top portions of the sleeves.

-£
a

"~ The dividei or two-part brace which is
nsed 1o hold the ;embers 10 and 11.1n ex-

panded position in: bides the tvo bars 17 and
18 pivoted at their auter ends to the free
ends of members 10 and 11. In order to pro-
vide an economical and satisfactory hinge or

ivotal connection, a pair of ezrs or lugs 19
is bent inwardly out of the piane 0? the
arch members 10 and 11 near their free énds,
leaving the substantially semicircular aper-
tures 90. Detween these ears or fingers 19
the ends of the brace-bars 17 and 18 fit and
are pivoted thereto by means of pins 21.
It is desirable to provide this brace with a
Jocking means to keep the bars 17 and18 in
alinement, and to accomplish this result the
inner end of bar 17 is equipped with a cen-
trally disposed slot 22 and a laterally bent-
over ear or lug 23, while the corresponding
end of the cooperating bar 18 has an -aper-
ture 24 and a slot 25 with a wide mouth 26
sufficiently broad to receive the locking lug
23. .\ pin 27 passes through the slot 22 and
hole 24 and forms the pivot or hinge-pin for
the two bars. It will be apparent from this
construction that the bars 17 and 18 may be
slid longitudinally a slight extent corre-
sponding to the length of slof 22, this slid-
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ing construction being provided in order that

the lug 23 may be inserted in and withdrawn-

from the substantially right-angle notch or
slot 25.

At the points 28 and 29 on the bars 17 and
18 I pivot a pair of spring-actuated clamps
or clasps each of which consists of twdo
clamping fingers 30 pivoted together at 31

“and spring-pressed so as to force their lower

free ends toward one another. The garment-
engaging end of one of the members 30 is
provided with an aperture 82, and the other
member 30 opposite this aperture has a pro-
jection 33 formed by denting the metal
adapted to partially enter the hole 32 so as
to more firmly secure a grasp upon the gar-
ment to be supported. At its extreme end the
member 30 lying adjacent to the brace-bar
has a projection 34 adapted to enter the hole
35 of the bar to maintain the clamp in fixed
position as shown in Fig. 3 while the hanger
1z heing collapsed, and afier it has been
completely folded, as shown in Fig. 4. The
inner member 30 of each clamp is made of
spring metal so that after the projectivn 84
has eniered the aperture 35 it is he{d therein
by the elasticity of the metal.

In order to fold the hanger when it is in
expanded or operative position us shown in
Iiig. 1, the trousers or skirt holding clamnps
30 are swung around on their pivots urtil
their small lugs 34 fit in the aperture 35, so
that the clamps are held in fixed position
with relation to the brace-bars. The free
ends of the arch members 10 and 11 are then
pulled apart a slight amount so as to bring
the Tug 23 of bar 17 a: the mouth 26 of the
siot 25, Then the arch members may be
brought together as shown in Figs. 3 and 4,
ihe lug or car 23 passing out of the mouth
26, ns 1s obvious.  After the brace and arch
have heen completely folded as shown in

Fig. 4, the supporting hook or rib 15 may be |

sung around so as to overlap the sune and
~wcupy ag litle space as possible. Owing to

<he concave shape of the arch members, parts |

of the brace fit within the same in the col-
lapsed or folded wnosition of the device. To
unfold the hanger the hook 13 is swung
around and the arch spread until the lock-
ing lug 23 passes into the mouth 26 of slot
25. Then by pushing the free ends of the
arch members toward each other slightly
the lug 23 becomes locked in the notch 23
and the brace becomes rigid, its bars 17 and
18 being in alinement. The trousers or skirt
elasps 30 may be turned down to operative

position, as shown in Fiw. 1, and the device |
1s then ready to receive and support the gar- |

ients to be hung up. »

To those sirilled in the art it will-be appar-
ent that various minor mechanical changes
may be made in the structure shown and de-
scribed without departing from the heart of
my invention or sacrificing its advantages.

o ' 949,816

I elaim: :

1. In a device of the characler deseribed,
the combination of two bars connected to-
gethier by a pin-and-slot cennection whereby
nivatal and shiding movements of the bars 70
are permitted, means to lock said bars in
fixed relation including a eodperating slot
and lug, means to support said device, and
one or more garment-supporting clamps piv-
oted to said bars. each of said clamps having 75
a projection adapted to fit in an aperiare of
one of the bars to maintain the elamp in po-
sition, substantially as deseribed.

2. Tn a device of the character described,
the cumbination of a supperting bar, a clammp 86
pivoted thereto, said clamp having a spring
member provided with a prejection adapted
to enter an aperture in said bar and be disen-
gageably maintnived thereinby the springof
said clamp niember to hold said clamyp in po- 85
sition, substanutially as deseribed '

3. In a device of the character described,
the combination of two bars connected to-
gether by a pin and slot connestion whereby
pivotal and diding movements of tle bhars
are permitted, means to lock smid iars n
fixed relation melnding an angle slot in one
of said bars and a cooperating lug on the
other bar, means to support said bars, and
means on said bars fo sustain a garment, sub- 85
stantially as deseribed.

4, In a deviee of the character described,
the combination of a two-part garment-sup-
porting arch. the pair of parts of which are
pivoted or hinged together, a brace pivoled 100
to the free cuds of said arch, said braee com-
prising two bars vonneeted together by a pin
anil slot connection whereby pivoinl and shid-
ing wmovements of the bars are permitted,
means to loek said bars in fixed relation with 165
said arch in extended condition, including an
angle slot iz one of said bars and a codperut-
ing lug on the othier bar, means fo sup-
port the devide, and means on said bars to
sustain a garment, substantially as described. 110

oo In a device of the character deseribed,
the combination of a two-part mrment-sup-
porting arch, the pair of parts of which are
pivoted or hinged torether, a brace pivoted
to the free ends of =aud arch, said brace com- 115
prising two bars conneeted together by a pin
and slot conneetion whereby pivotal and slid-
ing movements of the bars are permitted,
means to leck said bars in fixed relation with

-

50

gatd arel 1 extended condition inelnding an 120

angle slot 1n one of satd bars and a eobperat-
ing Ing vu the other bar, and menns to sup-
port the device, substuntially as deseribed.

In testimony that 1 elaim the forecoing as
my invention, I have Lereunto set my hand 125
in the presence of two witnesses.

ISAK ANDERSONX.

‘Witnesses:
Warrer M. Fouier,
. . Freoerick G. Goonwix,



