
A. M. POINDEXTER, 
SECTIONAL NON-ROTATWE INSULATING KNOB FOR SUPPORTNGEECTRC WRES, 

APPLICATION FILED MAY 1 1917, 

1,326,962. Patented Jan. 6, 1920, 
-Z2%.3 -22 

6 

7. N - 7 a €s 
A- a - 

Z-- 7 Sé 

9 p 2 : 

4. 2 

Z. 
it 4. : 9 

2% z 

Z272esses Z72227zzo7. 

e/4-4-2-4- 27 
O 27.7-8. s/35/3ae?y J7277/e/. 

  

  

  

  

  

  



5 

0 

5 

20 

30 

35 

45 

5 O 

55 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ALFRED M. PorNDEX 

''ER, a citizen of the United States of Amer 
ica. 1'esiding at the city and county of Den 
Vel' and State of Colorado, have invented a 
new and useful Sectional Non-Rotative in 
sulating - Xnob for Supporting Electric 
Wires, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
My invention relates to a Sectional non iotative insulating knob for supporting 

electric wires; and the objects of my inven 
tion are: 

First, to provide a sectional insulating 
knob that is so constructed and arranged 
that one member cannot turn independently 
of the other member or members. 

Second, to provide a knob that is adapted 
to support One or two ol' more circuit Wires, 
and that may be made in two or more sec 
tions. And 

Third, to provide a sectional insulating 
knob in which the two or more parts of the 
knob are leld vertically or horizontally in 
axial alinement, so that one part cannot 
turn on the other part after the Wires have 
been put in their receiving grooves that are 
formed to receive then in the meeting Sur 
faces of the sections. 

I attain these objects by the mechanism 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, 
in which: 

Figure 1, is a side elevation of the im 
pi'osed knob. 

Fig. 2, is a vertical sectional view of the 
Sale. 

Fig. 3, is a bottom view of the nail-hold 
ing or head section of the knob. 

Fig. 4, is a plan view of the other section 
thereof. 

Fig. 5, is a plan view of the knob show 
ing a pair of wires extending through the 
saille. 

figs. 6, 7, S and 9 are cross sectional views 
of different styles of nails which can be used 
with the knob. And 

|Fig. 10, is a view of a modified form of securing nail. 
Similar letters of reference refer to simi 

lar parts throughout the several views. 
Wire supporting knobs in common use 

have certain objectionable features which 
the present invention is designed to over 
conne. Such knobs are sectional or com 
posed of two members having registering 
wire-receiving grooves, but they are pro 

Specification of Letters Patent, Patented Jan. 6, 1920. 
Serial No. 165,729. 

Vided with circular axial apertures to re 
ceive a securing nail which is circular in 
CrOSS Section, and the sections are usually 
provided One with a groove or recess, and 
the other with a corresponding projection 
or tongue which when fitted in the recess of 
the other section causes the wire-receiving 
recesses in the two sections to register and 
thereby to properly receive the wire. It 
will readily be seen, however, that the round 
nail will not prevent rotation or twisting 
of the parts of the knob and when a wire is 
clamped between the two parts and drawn 
upon, a twisting of the knob is a natural 
result, and this not only has an injurious 
effect upon the wire, but prevents the wire 
from slipping freely through the grooves 
When being tightened. 
The present invention entirely eliminates 

all of the objectionable features by provid 
ing knob Sections having square apertures 
which receive a square, or other flat sided 
folia of nail, which obviously prevents ro 
tation of the Sections of the knob thereon, 
and which also causes the wire receiving 
grooves of the two sections to register, there 
by eliminating the tongue and groove of 
the containon fol'in of knob, all of which will 
be helreinafter fully set forth. 

Referring to the accompanying draw ings: 
The numeral 1, refers to the head section 

of the knob, and 2 to the base section there 
of, and these Sections are made of suitable 
insulating material, such as glass or por 
celain, preferably the latter. The sections 
are provided preferably with square axial 
holes 3 and 4 respectively, but these holes 
may be triangular or rectangular or of any 
other suitable form, in which case a nail 
having a corresponding cross-section would 
be employed, cross-sections of various forms 
of nails being shown in Figs. 6, 7, 8 and 9, 
any one of which would serve the purpose 
of preventing rotation of the sections of the 
knob thereon. 

I have, however, illustrated square holes 
in the knob Sections, and a square nail 5, 
and while the holes may be of a size to per 
mit the nail to slip easily through both of 
them, it is preferable to have the nail fit 
tightly in the head section, and loosely 
enough in the base section to permit the lat 
ter to be readily slipped upon the nail. 
A washer 6 of leather or other suitable 

material is interposed between the head of 

60 

65 

70 

80 

85 

90 

95 

00 

105 

O 



O 

5 

20 

30 

3 5 

2 1,326,962 

the nail, and the adjoining end of the head tween the lips of the grooves 7 and 8, the 40 
Section, to prevent injury or breakage to the 
section when the nail is being driven into a 
pole or other wire support, as will be under 
stood. 

in the abutting ends of the head and base 
sections of the knob, and on opposite sides of 
the axial holes, are formed straight, parallel, 
W-shaped, wire-receiving grooves 7 and 8. 
respectively, and which also run parallel 
with the adjacent side of the holes, and this 
arrangement eliminates the tongue and 
groove of the common style of knob for cen 
tering the sections of the knob to cause the 
wire grooves to register, this feature being 
accomplished in the present instance by the 
Square nail and the Square hole. 
The registering grooves and 8 are each 

provided with a plurality of transverse knife 
edge lips 9, which are adapted to become 
slightly embedded in the wire 10, when the 
head is driven down upon the said wires, 
and these lips thus prevent slipping of the 
wires when once clamped between the head 

The outer end of the base section and base. 
is cupped, as shown, which reduces material 
and permits this end to rest Squarely against 
the object in which the nail 5 is driven. In 
practice, the base 2 is slipped upon the nail 
5, and the nail is then partially driven into 
the pole or other object, the wire grooves in 
the knob sections being arranged to stand 
parallel with the direction of the wires to 
be strung. The wires are then passed in be 
tween the head and base and placed in the 
grooves 8 in the base; then, after the wire 
has been Sufficiently tightened, the head is 
driven down until its groove 7 forcibly en 
gages the wire, which is thus clamped be 

washer preventing breaking of the parts 
from the impact of the hammer of the 
Workman. 
If desired, the clamping grooves may be 

omitted in one of the sections. 
In Fig. 10 I have illustrated a nail 11, 

which is split centrally of its width and in 
that part which lies within the base section 
of the knob, as "shown at 12. This split 
slightly bulges or widens the nail at this 
point so that its sides will engage friction 
ally with the sides of the aperture in the 
base section. 
This arrangement enables the parts to be 

assembled and to remain thus, as the fric 
tional engageinent of the nail with the base 
Section will prevent the base section from 
slipping off the nail, thereby greatly facili 
tating the handling of the knob. 

Having described my invention, what I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is: 
A wire clamping knob of the character de 

Scribed, complising a nail which is split cen 
trally for a portion of its length thereby to 
bulge its Sldes, head and base clamping sec 
tions non-rotatively mounted on said nail, 
the base section being in frictional engage 
lment with the buiged sides of the nail and 
being thereby prevented from slipping of 
the same. 

In testimony whereof affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

ALFRED M. POINDEXTER. 
Witnesses: 

G. SARGENT ELLIOTT, 
ADELLAM. FowLE. 
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