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_In an editing apparatus, the data of a book edited using various element data such as text, illustration and photo-
graph constituting one page are decomposed into data related to layout and data related to elements and are preserved. A
data retrieval means comprises a data retrieval table memory means storing the titles and indexes in a hierarchical struc-
ture, an n-th hierarchical index input means for inputting an n-th hierarchical index, a data select means for selecting an
(n+ 1)-th hierarchical data corresponding to the n-th hierarchical index from the data retrieval table memory means, a da-
ta existence determining means for determining whether the (n+ 1)-th hierarchical data exists in said data retrieval table
memory means or not, and an element data read out means for reading the data from the element data memory means

when the (n+ 1)-th hierarchical data does not exist.
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